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There is one God, and H e is 

the L o r d and Savior Jesus Christ . 

The W o r d is Div ine and con
tains a spir i tual or inner meaning 
whereby is revealed the way. 

• 
Saving fa i th is to believe i n 

H i m and keep the Commandments 
of H i s W o r d . 

• 
E v i l is to be shunned as sin 

against God. 

Human l i fe is unhroken and 
continuous, and the wor ld of the 
spir i t is real and near. 

226 



THE 130th CONVENTION 
HELD IN CINCINNATI 

A Running Account of the Entire Session 
I N T H E Y E A R O F O H I O ' S scsqui-centcnnial and the 

golden anniversary of C inc innat i ' s present house of 
worsh ip , Convent ion met there June 22-28 f o r its 
130th session, a s s e m b l i n g i n b e a u t i f u l , w a r m 
weather i n large numbers and h i g h enthusiasm look
i n g t o w a r d new and useful th ings f o r the Church 's 
service in the w o r l d . 

F o r several reasons the p r o g r a m of the meeting 
was unusual i n t h a t f o r one t h i n g a new president 
took his seat, h a v i n g been elected a year ahead under 
a new c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ru le . T h e n too f o r the first 
t ime i n a q u a r t e r of a c e n t u r y a representative a t 
tended Convent ion f r o m the C h u r c h in Scandinavia , 
fo l lowed, as i t happened, on the Missions N i g h t p r o 
g r a m F r i d a y b y a delegate f r o m the mission i n 
T o k y o . F u r t h e r , more y o u n g graduates of the 
Theo log i ca l School were ordained and general pas
t o r s invested t h a n i n the past h a l f c e n t u r y , a t least. 

K n o w i n g the Church 's g rea t interest in those who 
arc to lead in specific fields of work the coming year , 
wc r e p o r t a t once t h a t i n a d d i t i o n of course to 
M r . B lackmer ' s election there were re-elected as offi
cers George Pausch of B a l t i m o r e as vice-president, 
an office he has held so l o n g w i t h g rea t esteem, as 
w i t h the re-elected t reasurer A l b e r t P. C a r t e r , o f 
B o s t o n . H o r a c e B . B lackmer who was f o r m a n y 
years assistant r e c o r d i n g secretary of Convent ion 
and who succeeded the late B . A . W h i t t c m o r e i n t h a t 
office a few years ago, was chosen aga in as record 
i n g secretary . 

D e c i d i n g to conserve his seven years ' pres ident ia l 
experience t o the uses of the C h u r c h , Convent ion 
elected the Rev. D r . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l t o the Gen
era l Counc i l , and i n a br ie f bu t m o v i n g moment was 
named f o r the first t ime i n Convention 's h i s t o r y 
President E m e r i t u s . Other i m p o r t a n t election re
sults arc l isted separate ly elsewhere. 

As is Convention 's custom i ts const i tuent o r re
la ted bodies meet p r i o r t o the Convent ion i tse l f , and 
this was led off by the p r o g r a m of the A l u m n i Asso
c ia t i on of the New C h u r c h Theo log i ca l School M o n 
d a y evening, the meet ing being h i g h l i g h t e d by a panel 
discussion " O n T h o u g h t s and Suggestions f o r a New 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , " h a v i n g reference bo th t o the School 
and Convent ion . 

N e x t came the opening sessions of the Counc i l o f 
M i n i s t e r s which began in the church a u d i t o r i u m w i t h 
a b r i e f re l igious service conducted by the Rev. E d 
w i n G. Capon , of E l m w o o d , Mass . , president of the 
Massachusetts Assoc ia t i on . Welcomes to C i n c i n 
n a t i f r o m the l o ca l Society as well as the Assoc ia t i on 
were voiced by the Rev. B j o r n Johannson who sadly 
spoke of the serious illness o f the Rev. H e n r y C. 
G i u n t a of Cleveland who of course could no t be 
present. L a t e r i t was announced t h a t the hosp i ta l 

had r e p o r t e d t h a t D r . G i u n t a was d o i n g as well as 
could be expected. 

T h e Counc i l unanimous ly approved and recom
mended t o Convent ion the ord inat ions of Kenneth 
W . K n o x , W a y f a r e r s ' Chapel , E r n e s t O. M a r t i n , 
W i l m i n g t o n , E . D . I t e d d e k o p p , E d m o n t o n , C a l v i n 
T u r l e v , P o r t l a n d , Ore. , W i l l i a m R . Woofenden , New 
Y o r k , together w i t h investures of the Reverends 
F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , Cambr idge , and Leslie M a r 
shal l , Paterson , as general pas tors . A t the l u n c h 
eon f o l l o w i n g , F r a n k l i n H . L a w s o n , whose forebears 
pioneered i n bo th c i t y and New C h u r c h , gave a most 
i n t e r e s t i n g t a l k on t h a t sub ject . 

F o l l o w i n g r o u t i n e business, i n the evening the 
ministers met i n closed session in an " E v e n i n g of 
F e l l o w s h i p " as i t was l a t e r decided to ca l l this p a r t 
of the p r o g r a m a t f u t u r e Conventions. C e n t r a l i n 
the discussion was the v i s i t i n g p a s t o r f r o m Stock
ho lm the Rev. J a c k H a r d s t e d t who spoke s t i r r i n g l y 
of his mission experiences i n an earl ier day i n v a r i 
ous p a r t s of the w o r l d and a f t e r coming i n t o the 
New C h u r c h . 

R e p o r t s , recommendations and elections l a r g e l y 
filled the Wednesday session, T h e Rev. R i c h a r d H . 
T a f e l , Ph i lade lph ia and the Rev. D a v i d P. Johnson , 
K i t c h e n e r , were re-elected c h a i r m a n and secretary 
respectively of the M i n i s t e r s Counc i l . 

Convent ion sessions p r o p e r were t o begin F r i d a y 
m o r n i n g . I n the i n t e r i m , a u x i l i a r y bodies i n c l u d i n g 
the N a t i o n a l A l l i a n c e of New Church W o m e n , the 
A m e r i c a n New C h u r c h Sunday School Assoc iat ion 
and the A m e r i c a n New C h u r c h League, held t he i r 
annual meetings. Repor t s concerning them w i l l be 
found elsewhere. 

T h e opening session of Convent ion began w i t h 
greetings f r o m the Assoc iat ion and Society by the 
Reverends Johannson and L . C. L c V a n , P i t t s b u r g h , 
respectively fo l lowed on behalf o f the c i t y by H o n . 
Or is E . H a m i l t o n , D i r e c t o r of Pub l i c Sa fe ty , who, 
among his f e l i c i t a t i o n s , po in ted t o the need of con
vocations such as ours i n order t o assure t h a t the 
s p i r i t u a l needs of the times kept u p w i t h the af fairs 
of the w o r l d . 

H e al luded also t o the i n t e r e s t i n g c ircumstance 
t h a t a f o r m e r m a y o r of the c i t y Gustave T a f e l was 
a forebear of the then president of Convent ion the 
Rev. L e o n a r d I . T a f e l and the Revs. R i c h a r d H . 
and I m m a n u e l , three bro thers i n the same m i n i s t r y 
at the same convention was unusua l . I t was the cen
t e n n i a l also of the " f i r s t T a f e l " coming to the U n i t e d 
States. T h e newspapers t o o k note of th i s . 

U n t i l luncheon, the m o r n i n g session chiefly was 
occupied w i t h p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t s of the Credentials 
Committee , w i t h c a l l i n g the R o l l and w i t h the R e p o r t 
of the Committee on N o m i n a t i o n s as a lready p u b -
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lished i n T H E M E S S E N G E R June 1 3 , and i n the Ad
vance Reports. 

H i g h l i g h t i n g the a f ternoon meeting were valuable 
r e p o r t s offered hy S t ewar t E . Poole f o r the A n n u a l 
A p p e a l , M r . Pausch f o r the t reasurer of Convent ion , 
Rev. I m . T a f e l f o r the Swedenborg Phi losophica l 
Centre , and an extended tape recorded and color 
p r o j e c t e d view of the W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l , presented 
b y i t s m i n i s t e r , l a t e r to be orda ined , M r . K n o x . 
D r a w i n g as much interest as last year was the panel 
discussion which fol lowed under the auspices o f the 
Counci l f o r Social A c t i o n , w i t h the Rev. A n d r e D i a c -
onoff, Los Angeles, as modera tor . 

A welcome was extended to the veteran minister 
the Rev. E a r l C. H a m i l t o n , now res id ing at Yel low 
S p r i n g s , Ohio , who came especially t o Convent ion to 
a t t e n d t h a t meet ing , and whose M E S S E N G E R art ic les 
on Social A c t i o n m a t t e r s have met w i t h much i n 
terest . 

T h e weather remained w a r m each d a y , a l t h o u g h a 
thundershowcr o r t w o somewhat cooled off th ings 
f r o m t ime t o t ime . T h e personnel of C inc innat i ' s 
Convent ion committees under the cha i rmansh ip of 
W i l l i a m S p r i g g accomplished most successfully the 
almost herculean task of ex tend ing a w a r m welcome 
cooled a tmospher i ca l ly w i t h every means of g i a n t 
fans , windows opened at s t ra teg i c angles, iced or 
soda water , a i r condit ioned hotels and a b e a u t i f u l 
church l a w n — w h e r e grown-ups at in terva l s s t ro l l ed 
and where the numerous l i t t l e ch i ldren who favored 
Convent ion w i t h the i r presence p layed h a p p i l y and 
seemed never to be out of order w i t h the genial 
c h a i r m a n . 

A l w a y s eagerly a n t i c i p a t e d was the Missions 
N i g h t p r o g r a m on F r i d a y , when i n the most r e g r e t 
table absence of President Pau l S p e r r y , a member of 
the b o a r d f o r over f o r t y years , the cha i r was t a k e n 
by P h i l i p M . A l d e n of Ph i lade lph ia , whose esteemed 
f a t h e r , the late E z r a H y d e A lden had presided over 
the B o a r d so l ong . 

I t was M r . A l d e n , the E l d e r , too , who had estab
lished the Ceremony of the Keys observed F r i d a y 
n i g h t , under the i n s p i r i n g leadership o f the Rev. 
R o l l o B i l l i n g s of Chicago immediate ly preceding the 
missions p r o g r a m . These key> are the open sesame 
of a box o r i g i n a l l y locked m a n y years before and 
c o n t a i n i n g documents to be opened a c e n t u r y hence. 
T h e keys were presented by M r . B i l l i n g s to E d w a r d 
C. H inck ley* B o s t o n , new president of the League 
and i ts new secretary F a i t h Poole, W i l m i n g t o n , bo th 
o f whom also received the G o d d a r d P ins , to be w o r n 
each year by those two officers of the League. 

T h e D o r o t h e a Pfister (Cleveland) Pins f o r m e r i 
t o r i o u s service, were awarded this year to A r t h u r 
James, B o s t o n , f o r his exceptional w o r k as subscr ip 
t i o n manager of the League Journal, and t o Grace 
H o t s o n , B e t h A y r e s , Pa . , f o r her valuable w o r k 
a m o n g isolated Leaguers . 

T h e famous Shaw T r o p h y awarded each year t o 
the Leaguers c o m i n g the greatest distance t o Con
vent ion ( t h e i r Conference) and i n p r o p o r t i o n i n 
largest numbers, was won by the New Y o r k League, 
and accepted f o r i t by Theodore Fos ter , Orange , 

N . J . , who p layed the o r g a n f o r the p r o g r a m , and 
Joan F l y n , of New Y o r k . New Y o r k ' s min i s ter , t o 
be ordained a few days l a t e r , W i l l i a m R. Woofenden, 
t o l d the assembly of the f a c t t h a t these y o u n g people 
had earned th e i r way to C i n c i n n a t i t h r o u g h offerings 
made by the audience a t a p l a y the Leaguers had 
presented on the evening of the recept ion t o M r . 
H a r d s t e d t , a l ready r e p o r t e d i n T H E M E S S E N G E R . 

A t the conclusion o f these ceremonies, the Missions 
p r o g r a m was opened by E r w i n D . Reddekopp , E d 
m o n t o n , A l b . , also to be ordained on Sunday , w i t h a 
short rel igious service, when M r . A l d e n spoke br ie f ly 
of the B o a r d ' s work in the church year j u s t past , 
and then in t roduced M r . H a r d s t e d t . T h e v i s i tor ' s 
i n s p i r i n g t a l k was listened to w i t h the utmost a t t e n 
t i o n as he spoke of happiness of being present, his 
marve l at the wonders he saw everywhere in Amer i ca 
where f o r the first t ime he was v i s i t i n g the U n i t e d 
States, t h o u g h he had been stat ioned in his f o rmer 
connection i n sections of South A m e r i c a . 

H e b r o u g h t a message of g r a t i t u d e and j o y f r o m 
Stockho lm and he spoke of the present g r o w t h of 
the w o r k and al luded t o the churches he vis its i n 
G o t h e n b u r g and Copenhagen. A g a i n he deeply i n 
spired everyone w i t h the account of the p r o v i d e n t i a l 
way in which he had been b r o u g h t i n t o the C h u r c h , 
and of the great j o y he now has in its teachings. 

A t the conclusion, M r . H a r d s t e d t was most h a p 
p i l y surpr i sed and v is ib ly moved by the presenta
t i o n t o h im by the Rev. A n t o n y Regamey, c h a i r m a n 
of the B o a r d ' s F o r e i g n Sect ion, on behalf of "h is 
Convent ion F r i e n d s , " as engraved, w i t h a handsome 
brass desk book s tand . A t a recept ion the Sweden
b o r g Fel lowship had made h im a g i f t of a specially 
bound ed i t i on of the new Rernsed Standard Version 
of the H o l y Bib le . 

M r . A l d e n then presented Miss K a z u k o Tanabe , 
Leaguer in the T o k y o mission, who w i t h the sweetest 
voice and in beaut i fu l E n g l i s h t o l d something of the 
h o r r o r s her c o u n t r y had passed t h r o u g h d u r i n g the 
war , of the present r e cons t ruc t i on per i od and what 
lav ahead. She spoke most fee l ingly about what 
A m e r i c a had done and was d o i n g f o r her c o u n t r y , 
and po inted t o the g r o w t h of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n J a p a n , 
i n which the New Church was p l a y i n g its p a r t . She 
read a message f r o m M i s s i o n a r y Yonczo D o i i n 
t h a t respect. U p o n conclusion, Miss Tanabe re
ceived a r i s i n g ova t i on . She had moved her audience 
in a p r a c t i c a l way too f o r the o f f e r ing which f o l 
lowed resulted i n near ly $ 1 5 0 being presented t o her 
t h r o u g h the B o a r d ' s t r e a s u r e r , Chester T . Cook, 
Cambr idge , f o r the work of the mission. 

T h e p r o g r a m concluded w i t h the presentat i on by 
the pres ident of the W o m a n ' s A l l i a n c e , M r s . Leslie 
M a r s h a l l , Pa terson , N . J . , o f the Al l iance ' s annua l 
M i t e B o x T h a n k s O f f e r i n g , more t h a n $ 6 3 0 . 0 0 hav
i n g been real ized, the result of which l a r g e l y can be 
credited to the year a f t e r year of f a i t h f u l work 
of M r s . A l a n R c a r i e k o f S u m m i t , N . J . I n t e r e s t 
i n g l y the p l a n o r i g i n a l l y had been conceived by the 
wel l -known C i n c i n n a t i New Church woman, M r s . 
James M u r d o c h , whose d a u g h t e r Miss Florence is 
L i b r a r i a n o f the Society and a m o v i n g s p i r i t in 
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the w o r k o f the hosts a t the present Convent ion 
sessions. 

F o l l o w i n g elections and other r o u t i n e business 
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g as r epor ted alsewherc, the whole 
assembly l istened a t luncheon to a remarkable a d 
dress by Miss Ophia D . S m i t h , the h i s t o r i a n and 
a u t h o r of O x f o r d , Ohio , who was in t roduced by the 
new president M r . B lackmer . H e r address s h o r t l y 
w i l l appear i n our columns in f u l l . A t the conc lu
sion she was presented w i t h a scro l l and some other 
g i f t s by the C h u r c h at l a rge and the loca l church 
l i b r a r y f o r her e x t r a o r d i n a r y work over the years 
i n p r e s e n t i n g the h i s t o r y of the C i n c i n a t t i ' s So
ciety 's f o u n d i n g , the C h u r c h in Ohio and the l i f e and 
w o r k o f J o h n n y Applcseed, in r e l a t i o n of course to 
her h i s t o r i c a l studies of the state and i t - great 
personal it ies . 

Saturday's session opened with a religious service 
conducted by the re t i r ing president Doctor Tafe l and 
centering on the investiture of President-Elect Black
mer as general pastor and the Rev. Leslie Marshal l as 
general pastor, at the request of the New York Asso
ciation. The final r o l l of ministers and delegates was 
certified, there being 2 7 and 8 9 respectively compared 
with 2 8 and 8 2 at the previous Convention. 

Elections followed and as previously stated w i l l he 
found completely reported in another column. A t this 
point Ret i r ing President Tafe l welcomed and inducted 
the new president, who spoke briefly in response on 
assuming the presidency and chair. The luncheon and 
M r s . Smith's address already have been alluded to. the 
business of the session being soon concluded in the 
early afternoon. 

This year the Saturday afternoon outing consisted 
of an excursion on a giant Ohio river boat which afforded 
a del ightful opportunity for social intercourse followed 
by a bounti ful supper. Upon return about 7 p.m. sev
eral important boards went into session. 

A model Sunday school conducted by Rev. Ernest 
O. M a r t i n , Wi lmington , opened the climactic day of 
the session, featured by a motion picture of the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son. There were insufficient seats to 
accommodate the attendance. A t the impressive Conven
tion service immediately fo l lowing conducted by the 
local pastor the Rev. B j o r n Johannson, there were 
three in fant baptisms and five ordinat ions—truly a j o y 
f u l occasion. 

A high and inspir ing note was struck by the Conven
tion preacher the Rev. Andre Diaconoff, his eloquent 
sermon reaching both heart and mind. I t is published 
elsewhere. 

T h e Convention Theme 
" I n the Stream of Divine Providence." 

T e x t : "Be still and know that I am God."—Ps. 16:10 

H E R E are thinkers and observers of human l i fe who 
declare that present-day Christian society is w i t 

nessing a failure of nerve. They say that the average 
man feels himself to be nothing more than a p laything 
in hands of unfriendly historical forces. Unfortunately , 
there is too much t r u t h in this judgment. 

To combat the fears of this age the Christian must 
have that exultant confidence which the Forty-sixth 
Psalm voices. The author of that Psalm saw clearly 
the harsh realities that may at times tempt the human 
mind to view l i fe as but a meaningless flash in an eter
n i ty of darkness. B u t over and above such realities 

Elections 
M A Y O N L Y B E N O M I N A T E D F R O M T H E F L O O R 

President 
Rev. F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , Cambr idge , M a s s . f 

Vice-President 
M r . George Pausch , B a l t i m o r e , M d . 

Recording Secretary 
M r . H o r a c e B . B lackmer , B o s t o n , Mass. 

Treasurer 
M r . A l b e r t B . C a r t e r , B o s t o n , Mass. 

Editor, T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Rev. Leslie M a r s h a l l , Paterson , N . J . 

N O M I N A T I N G C O M M I T T E E A N D F L O O R N O M I N A T I O N S 

General Council 
Rev. L e o n a r d I . T a f e l , F r a n k f o r d , P a . 

Rober t G. L a w s o n , C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio 
P h i l i p M . A l d e n , P h i l a d e l p h i a , Pa . 

Rev. H e n r y C. G i u n t a , Cleveland, Ohio 
Board of Managers, Theological School 
Rev. L e o n a r d I . T a f e l , F r a n k f o r d , Pa . 

Rev. W i l l i a m F . W u n s c h , W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. 
E d w a r d E. M e m m o t t , U r b a n a , Ohio 

M r s . M a r g a r e t W . B r i g g s , F r y e b u r g , Me. 
Board of Home and Foreign Missions 
Rev. Leslie M a r s h a l l , Paterson , N . J . 
Rev. P a u l S p e r r y , W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. 
W . H a r r y H a l l i w e l l , K i t c h e n e r , O n t . 

I ) . E . K r e h b i e l , P r e t t y P r a i r i e , K a n s . 

Trustees Building Fund 
Stewar t M . A y t o n , W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . 

J o h n E . L i s t e r , Ph i lade lph ia , Pa . 
Augmentation Fund Committee 

Rev. J o h n C. K i n g , Cambridge , Mass. 
Trustees Pension Fund 

Rev. C l a y t o n P r i e s t n a l , B a l t i m o r e , M d . 
J o h n F . Seckamp, B r o o k l y n , N . Y . 

M r s . S t e w a r t E . Poole, W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . 
Nominating Commit tee 

Rev. E r i c J . Zachar ias , P r e t t y P r a i r i e , K a n s . 
Rev. B j o r n Johannson , C i n c i n n a t i , Ohio 

+ E l e c t e d in 1952. T o o k office in 1953. 

Closing Convention i n the afternoon wi th the grand 
and stately f u l l Communion Service, President Blackmer 
declared the 1 3 0 t h session adjourned. 

he saw the God of love guiding and guarding His ch i l 
dren. 

So the Psalmist bids us be calm even i f the mountains 
are shaken and the waters troubled. He bids us be 
calm and listen to the voice of H i m who has carried 
l i fe through the flame and the flood of countless cen
turies. He suggests to us an alert passivity. H e asks us 
to be alert in our eagerness to be used by God. He asks 
us to be passive in that we remove self and place our 
trust in God rather than in the cleverness of man. "Be 
s t i l l , " he says. The waters of a troubled sea reflect 
but poorly the l ight of the moon and the stars. And 
i t is hard for God to reach the mind that is unquiet. 

L e t us open ourselves to God and He w i l l s t i l l the 
storms that rage in our s o u l s . — B J O R N J O H A N N S O N . 

Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.— 
P S A L M 4 6 : 1 0 . 
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Some Convention Highlights Seen At A Glance 
T h e R e v . F r a n k l i n H e n r y B l a c k m e r assumed his office as president of Convent ion , h a v i n g served a y e a r as p r e s i 

dent-elect under an amendment to the Consti tution adopted last y e a r . • 
Convention's guest from abroad, the R e v . J a c k H a r d s t e d t , pastor in Stockholm, received with evident emotion 

d u r i n g the F r i d a y missions night p r o g r a m a beauti ful solid brass desk book s t a n d , engraved " F r o m Y o u r Convention 
F r i e n d s . " 

• 
A f t e r lengthy research and s tudy , Convention adopted on recommendation of its G e n e r a l C o u n c i l a new type of 

m i n i s t e r i a l P e n s i o n F u n d conceived on modern lines as reflected in the federal Socia l S e c u r i t y p l a n . 
O f a l l exhibits perhaps the most admired was a uniquely designed cradle rol l consist ing of the names of no less 

than s ixty -seven infants of the F r y e b u r g , M e . , Society . • 
W i t h the exception of the Stockholm vis i tor , the individuals t r a v e l i n g the greatest distance to and from C i n c i n n a t i , 

were L a y L e a d e r - M i s s i o n a r y and M r s . E r w i n D . R e d d e k o p p , of E d m o n t o n , A l b e r t a , whose record w i l l have totalled 
nearly 5,000 miles . 

• 
H o w e v e r , i f the fact of her br ie f residence while at college in this country is excepted, M i s s K a z u k o T a n a b e of 

T o k v o would of course take the p a l m for distance travel led to C i n c i n n a t i . 
Reelected as c h a i r m a n a n d secretary respect ively of the Counci l of M i n i s t e r s were R e v . R i c h a r d H . T a f e l , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , and R e v . D a v i d P . J o h n s o n , K i t c h e n e r . 

• 
Convention unanimously adopted the minis ters ' counci l ' s recommendation that the N e w C h u r c h a p p l y for a p p l i c a 

tion in the A m e r i c a n B i b l e Society , appoint ing a delegate. 
T h e reorganized N e w C h u r c h in the P h i l i p p i n e s , a p p l y i n g for recognition, was w a r m l y accorded the right hand 

of fe l lowship . 

• 
T a k i n g note of the extensive new property purchased at S t . P e t e r s b u r g by the South E a s t e r n Association as a 

center for its work and guest home, it was voted to t u r n over to the Association a substantial sum in Convention's hands , 
a gift of C . A . C a r l s o n of F l o r i d a for the purpose . 

I n the ordination of five candidates for the minis try and investiture of two ministers as general pastors , a record 
w a s set not equalled since 1924, or in the present century i f the investitures are included. • 

I t was voted to a p p l y for membership in the Nat ional C o u n c i l of C h u r c h e s . Convention had been a member 
of the A m e r i c a n Section of the W o r l d ' s C o u n c i l of C h u r c h e s . 

National Alliance 
T h e N a t i o n a l A l l i a n c e of N e w 

C h u r c h W o m a n held its 46th session in 
the course of the Convention program 
J u n e 25 , the meeting being m a r k e d by 
a good attendance and unanimity . 

E l e c t i o n s resulted as fo l lows : p r e s i 
dent, M r s . L e s l i e M a r s h a l l , P a t e r s o n , 
N . J . ; M r s . A n d r e Diaconoff , L o s A n 
geles, 1st v i c e - p r e s . ; M r s . S t e w a r t E . 
Poole, W i l m i n g t o n . D e l . , 2nd v i c e - p r e s . ; 
M r s . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n , B r i d g e -
w a t e r , M a s s . , 3rd v i c e - p r e s . ; recording 
secy . M r s . P a u l D r e s s e r , B r o o k l i n e , 
M a s s . ; corresp . secy . , M r s . E d w a r d B . 
H i n c k l e y , W e l l e s l e y H i l l s , M a s s . 

A n important event was the election 
into A l l i a n c e membership of the A l m o n t . 
M i c h . , women's group. 

T h e A l l i a n c e voted $35.00 each to 
the four summer c a m p s ; $200 to the 
W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l for its l i terature 
f u n d ; $182.85 to the P e n s i o n F u n d . 

F o r the first time the A l l i a n c e p r e 
sented as its publ ic program a panel 
discussion choosing as its topic , " R e 
ligion and M a r r i a g e . " Candidate 
E r n e s t O . M a r t i n served as Moderator 
w i t h the fol lowing s e r v i n g on his p a n e l : 

R e v . C l a y t o n P r i e s t n a l , B a l t i m o r e , M i s s 
G r a c e H o t s o n , M r s . V i r g i n i a K i n g . 
C i n c i n n a t i , H o r a n d G u t f e l d t . 

F o l l o w i n g , the A l l i a n c e was host to a 
G o l d e n A n n i v e r s a r y tea, commemorat
ing the Society ' s 50th y e a r i n its pres 
ent place of w o r s h i p . 

Ministers9 Wives 
T h i s organizat ion was instituted at 

the 1950 Convention in C a m b r i d g e , 
M a s s . , at the suggestion of the wives 
of the T h e o l o g i c a l School students , who 
felt they would benefit by a n opportu
ni ty to talk over the function and prob
lems of the minister ' s wife with those 
N e w C h u r c h women who had a l r e a d y 
had experience in this position, and that 
the best possible time would he at C o n 
ventions d u r i n g the d a y s when their 
husbands were busy at the sessions of 
the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s . 

A t the ini t ia l meeting it was decided 
to keep the organization ent ire ly i n 
formal but to insure continuity by elect
ing a new president each y e a r whose 
sole duty it should be to a r r a n g e for 
the meetings at the next Convention in 
consultation with the wife of the m i n 
ister of the Society entertaining the 
C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s , and to see that 

the meetings were scheduled in the 
p r o g r a m of Convention. 

I t was felt that two meetings each 
y e a r would be h e l p f u l , one for general 
discussion and the other possibly with 
a s p e a k e r , book review, or other special 
feature followed by discussion. 

A t the beginning of the first meeting 
each y e a r a s e c r e t a r y pro tem. was to 
be chosen, whose duty it should be to 
take notes on the meetings and after
w a r d wri te them up for T H E M E S S E N G E R 
for the benefit of the ministers ' wives 
unable to be present . 

F o l l o w i n g the appointment of the 
s e c r e t a r y , the president for the next 
y e a r was to be chosen, and the meeting 
would then be turned over to program 
or discussion as p lanned . 

S i n c e the beginning the fol lowing 
presidents have been e lected : 1951, 
1952, M r s . L o u i s A . D o l e ; 1953, M r s . 
C l a v t o n P r i e s t n a l ; 1954, M r s . R i c h a r d 
H . " T a f e l . 

T h e Association held two meetings 
at Convent ion , the discussion centering 
on the theme of the A l l i a n c e ' s panel 
" R e l i g i o n and M a r r i a g e . " 

T h e r e was a n excellent attendance. 
T h e C l u b of G o o d C h e e r entertaining 
the group at a luncheon and p r o g r a m . 
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T h e Convention Sermon 
" B e S l i l l and I Know I am G o d " 

Andre Diaconoff 

L I V I N G religion knows a holy place of quiet 
whatever befal ls , which the w o r l d cannot disturb. 

" P e a c e I leave with y o u , my peace I give unto 
you. . . . " 

One thing that angered the foe of the L o r d J e s u s 
C h r i s t was his quiet assurance . H e was so sure where 
they could not see any ground of surety , and so of action. 
I ^ M M p i " A n i l when lie v . . - -.e into the 
^ P ^ T | E | temple, the chief priests and the elders 

j f g i T^m of the people came unto h im as he 
WK I R N M H ^ H w a s teaching, and said . B y what a u -

Wm 4 f e J w B ^ thority docst thou the.-e : and 

BfcdLjp — " a s i f there were a rule other than 
-"""^rr-nrrffflB '"" necessity , as though there were p u r 
pose and reason to human l i fe . Y o u act as though our 
institution were not the central reliance of m a n . but as 
if human life had a divine and a n inner s a n c t i o n . " 

H e moved to action where they " d u g i n . " l i e stood 
calm and sti l l where they would have expected flight. 
H o w could H e be so ca lmly sure of divine love, of divine 
purpose and truth and care in this topsy tarry world 
where " o n l y you and I are r i g h t . " 

H e spoke and l ived as streams flow from a great 
mountain of untold height, and the words H e spoke, 
the love and thought they conveyed at once, made the 
poor mole- l ike , b u r r o w i n g t h i n k i n g , fami l iar to us on 
e a r t h , seem so b l ind , it was s trangely d is turbing . 

" I say unto y o u , " H e said on the mountainside. " T a k e 
no thought for y o u r life . . . I s not the life more than 
meat , and the body than ra iment? B e h o l d the fowls 
of the a ir . . . Consider the l i l ies of the field, how they 
grow. . . . W h e r e f o r e , i f G o d so clothe the grass of 
the field, which today i s , and tomorrow is cast into the 
oven, s h a l l H e not much more clothe y o u , O ye of l ittle 
faith? T h e r e f o r e take no thought . . . for after al l 
these things do the Gent i les seek, for your heavenly 
F a t h e r knoweth that ye have need of a l l these things. 
B u t seek ye first the kingdom of G o d , and his righteous
n e s s ; a n d a l l these things s h a l l be added unto y o u . " 
(Matthew 6.) 

W h o was H e who could be so sure of the F a t h e r ' s 
intent , of H i s love and H i s rule for H i s c h i l d r e n , and 
for a l l creation? 

T h e enemy people among the L o r d ' s hearers , who 
wanted their own w a y , may have sensed who H e w a s , 
and r a n for their b l ind burrows . T h e disc iple caught 
a g l impse and followed on to l e a r n and to live by the 
new-found certainty . " T h e people were astonished at 
his doctrine , for he taught them as one having authority , 
and not as the s c r i b e s . " (Matthexv 7 :29 . ) 

T h e question stands today, at the center of our moti
vation, i n the secret place where man ponders and 
chooses his w a y of a c t i o n ! W h o has rule in the u n i 
verse? Whose thought makes sense of our history , and 
sustains every human being in l i fe? W h o can give my 
neighbor and me the u n i f y i n g purpose and so direction 
to go on? I t is c e n t r a l l y a choice of r u l e r and of rule . 

W h o is H e whose w o r d is so ca lmly sure even todav, 
in the midst of the sore unrest of the w o r l d ? W h o is 
H e who moves steadi ly on, as One who has a goal and 
who knows direct ion, where our earth ly instincts cry 
out, " L e t us dig i n ! " W h o is H e who stands and ral l ies 

The New President 

F r a n k l i n H e n r y B l a c k m e r , who became Convention 's 
fifteenth president J u n e 27 , br ings to bis new service 
for the C h u r c h wide experience in our organization's 
affairs. H e takes the leadership when the unsettled and 
c r u c i a l conditions of the w o r l d are reflected in v a r y i n g 
degrees in every field of serious thought. So it is w e l l 
that lie is fortified as a pastor , a former U r b a n a p r e s i 
dent, and president a n d instructor at our theological 
school, seminary of those who in turn are to be ministers 
and leaders . H e graduated from the School himself in 
1923 so that the assumption of his present responsibi l i ty 
has taken j u s t thirty y e a r s . T h e brothers R e g a m e y , 
s t a l w a r t s today i n Convent ion at home and abroad were 
among his classmates . A f t e r graduation he assisted the 
R e v . H . C l i n t o n H a y d u r i n g 1924 at Boston , a cal l then 
coming to him from the L y o n s Street church in S a n 
F r a n c i s c o where he also w a s active in forming and l e a d 
ership of the B e r k e l e y Society , now located at E l C e r 
rito. I n 1926 M r . B l a c k m e r was elected president of 
U r b a n a U n i v e r s i t y , as it was sti l l formal ly c a l l e d , where 
lie served unti l 1932, when be was cal led to the B r o c k 
ton, M a s s . , p u l p i t . W i t h the retirement of the Rev . W i l 
l iam L . Worcester from the pres idency of the T h e o l o g i 
cal School M r . B l a c k m e r succeeded him in 1936. A m o n g 
new directions for studies since inaugurated at the 
School has been the inter - seminary p l a n which provides 
at H a r v a r d , Boston U n i v e r s i t y a n d A n d o v e r - N e w t o n 
theological schools c e r t a i n courses not on our c u r r i c u l u m 
and where the work done by our students leads to 
theological degrees. M r . B l a c k m e r received a Batc l ie -
lors degree at Massachusetts Inst i tute of Technology 
in 1920 and since lias taken graduate courses at the 
U n i v e r s i t i e s of C a l i f o r n i a and C h i c a g o , and at H a r v a r d . 
I n 1923 lie was m a r r i e d in Chicago to C a r o l y n A l l i s o n 
J o e r n d t . She is D e a n of G u i d a n c e at B e d f o r d J u n i o r 
Col lege. T h e y have a daughter and three sons. T h e 
B l a c k m e r s expect to continue their residence i n C a m 
bridge, M a s s . 

the conscience of m a n , when the p r e v a i l i n g , natural dr i f t 
is to s c u r r y a n d to dodge in and out of expediency? 

H i s w o r d is so sure of the purpose a n d the order of 
creat ion , so sure of the love and wisdom of the one G o d , 
our heavenly F a t h e r . . . could this be H e ? " L o r d 
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show us the F a t h e r , " — w e say with P h i l i p , — " a n d it 
sufficeth u s . " (John 14 :8 . ) 

One need of religion and secular life a l ike is for or ien 
tation. T o find the E a s t . B u t there can be no or ienta 
tion without that centra l choice of the heart , the w i l l 
in us . W e must face the real i ty of the one G o d as the 
L o r d of l i fe . " B e s t i l l a n d know that I am G o d . I 
w i l l be exalted among the heathen, I w i l l be exalted 
in the e a r t h . " (Psalm 4 6 : 1 0 . ) 

T h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t is H i m s e l f our central surety 
of purpose and reason, of meaning and continuity in 
l i fe , here and in eternity . T h e first of s p i r i t u a l courage 
in a w o r l d confused a n d unsure w i l l be an act of recog
nition 

" G o d is our refuge and strength , a v e r y present help 
in trouble. T h e r e f o r e w i l l not we f e a r . " Y o u know, 
a c h i l d may be gr ipped by i rrat ional fear , a panic which 
seems to engulf his l i tt le universe . I t may come to him 
in the d a r k of the night , w a k i n g from a n ightmare , or 
it may happen in the day. . . . E i t h e r w a y , the voice 
of the parent brings peace. " Y o u know the tone of 
that voice, l ittle one, and you know your father and 
y o u r mother are loving and concerned, but, themselves , 
u n a f r a i d . T h a t brings your shattered universe together 
a g a i n , — d o e s n ' t i t ? " 

B u t the P s a l m speaks not of a chi ld ' s , it speaks of 
adult experience. I t sees souls of men in the throes 
of a w o r l d judgment . I t speaks of the C h u r c h in man 
sore tr ied by a p p a r e n t c a t a c l y s m , a universe going to 
pieces , s p i r i t u a l l y . . . . W e l l , more than ever s p i r i t u a l 
courage w i l l begin with recognition. " B e s t i l l , and know 
that I am G o d , " the L o r d is s a y i n g . 

W h a t shal l be the first act of the C h u r c h in her service 
to m a n k i n d ? S h a l l not the C h u r c h be ca l led to witness 
i n calmness of heart a n d thought to H i s presence in the 
midst of h i s t o r y ? " T h e L o r d is in his holy t e m p l e ; 
let a l l the earth keep silence before h i m . " (IIab. 2 : 20 . ) 
" T h e L o r d is in his holy temple. . . . " P a u s e , then, be 
s t i l l . F i n d a new and a peaceful purpose where there 
was hostil ity before. F i n d meaning , where before was 
unrest and confusion. F i n d new values . " L e t a l l the 
earth keep silence before h i m . " 

T h e act of recognition, you see, is not a matter of 
words . M a n k i n d must find the witness of the C h u r c h 
to the providence of the L o r d in the eyes of the men 
and women of the C h u r c h , i n their frankness and their 
outlook; in the m a n n e r of their actions , in the steadiness 
of their hands in service to the good of their fellow men. 

O u r witness to the D i v i n e Providence goes a l l the 
w a y w i t h a l ife of love to the L o r d and to the neighbor, 
so fu l l a n d so devoted to H i s regenerating purpose , that 
i t has no place for d i v i s i o n ; a l i fe of fa i th , so given to 
seeing H i s t r u t h , so g lad of its l ight, that it moves ever 
to c l a r i f y suspic ion , confusion and misunderstanding . 
H o w can men witness to Providence who are themselves 
a f r a i d ? O r whose hands and hearts are not steadv with 
H i m ? 

E v e n as P r o v i d e n c e begins in the C h a r a c t e r of the 
L o r d it is best witnessed and served in the character of 
men. 

" I Came Not To Judge" 
P r o v i d e n c e , a n d that is orientation, perspect ive , 

eternal good sense (the only sense life m a k e s ) are from 
H i m and in H i m , who s a i d : " I came not to j u d g e the 
w o r l d , but to save the w o r l d . " (John 12 :47 . ) " F o r 
the S o n of man is not come to destroy men's l ives , but 
to save t h e m . " (Luke 9 : 5 6 : ) A n d : " I am come to 
send fire on the e a r t h ; and what w i l l I , i f it he a lreadv 
k i n d l e d . " (Luke 12 :49 . ) 

About the first thing that has come to the mind of 
many as they have heard the words of the P s a l m i s t has 

been a thought of acceptance of al l things and events, 
a n d a pecul iar sense that cr is is and struggle are a m a r k 
of wi l fu lness , a m a r k of l a c k of faith and trust . 

B u t , look, i n the secret place w h e r e the soul meets 
with the L o r d who came into the w o r l d to be G o d - w i t h -
us, there w i l l not be compromise, with the selfishness, 
the d a r k n e s s , the i n j u s t i c e w h i c h v ict imize H i s chi ldren . 
P a u s i n g with H i m , in recognition of H i s presence and 
c h a r a c t e r , w i l l b r i n g a more urgent feel ing and concern, 
love and understanding of humanity . 

A More Responsible Part 
T h r o u g h our encounter with H i m , Providence , w i l l 

also come to mean a more responsible part for this man 
and this C h u r c h , a more responsible p a r t in the body 
of a l l human l i fe , in the neighborhood in w h i c h we l ive , 
in the G r e a t H u m a n O r g a n i s m [ G r a n d M a n ] of which 
we are a p a r t . Recognition of H i m , with worship to 
H i m , means a responsible part for me. 

H o w often has P r o v i d e n c e been confused with some 
sort of attitude of f a t a l i s m , — a twentieth century , would 
be C h r i s t i a n v a r i e t y of f a t a l i s m : " D o what we m a y , " 
says this attitude, " t h i n g s w i l l take their inevitable 
course under P r o v i d e n c e . " B u t fatal ism is d isabl ing , 
while the whole sense of the rule of the L o r d in life is 
H i s enabl ing action. " B r i n g forth the b l ind people that 
have eyes , and the deaf that have e a r s . " (Isaiah 4 3 : 8 . ) 

T h e focus of H i s providence in life is not that outer 
events should come out r ight (not p r i m a r i l y that ) but 
that there he more use made of the soul, that there he 
more love and truth together in man's l i fe , that there 
be more integrity . A n d is integrity possible without re
sponsible action, without love and concern for others, 
without thought on the problems of l i v i n g , without s e r 
vice to the neighbor, which seeks to l e a r n a better w a v 
and to g r o w ? 

H o w often also D i v i n e Providence lias been made an 
a d j u n c t of our wish for mater ia l success or for outward 
quiet. W h a t e v e r has happened to favor " m e " I have 
cal led provident ia l . Y e t the purpose , the goal of l i fe , 
as l ighted by better acquaintance with H i m , is not in 
facile happiness . H i s presence w i l l not be found by 
repeating some formula of " E v e r y day , i n everv way 
the w o r l d a n d m y part in it are getting better and 
better . " 

T h e L o r d ' s eye is on human c h a r a c t e r , not on out
w a r d quiet. " A n d H e said unto them, T h e sabbath 
was made for m a n , and not man for the sabbath, there
fore the S o n of man is L o r d also of the s a b b a t h . " (Mark 
2:27, 28 . ) 

H i s re l iance , as we a l r e a d y sa id , has not been on i n 
stitution. Not j u s t acceptance but protest may be in 
H i s p l a n , as I am cal led to take a responsible part in 
the work of the w o r l d . " B e s t i l l ! " w i l l then he spoken 
to the n a t u r a l desire in me to have things made easy for 
my dear self . Not j u s t t h a n k s g i v i n g , hut repentance 
is the w a y of H i s leading . 

T h e avoidance of c r i s i s is not in H i s p l a n for us . 
hut for the direction in w h i c h we come out of cr i s i s . 
W h a t shal l he the release? A n d who, our p h y s i c i a n and 
our l iberator? 

H e did not shun c r i s i s . H e did not shun battle. B u t 
H e moved through battle (as we noted at the first) 
with a calmness and a strength that baffled the men 
about H i m . H e fought from love for others, with truth 
as H i s weapon. " T h e r e are only two adversaries on a 
field of b a t t l e , " wri tes D r . M a r c e l J u n e d in his splendid 
book of personal experience in the service of the R e d 
C r o s s , hut near them—sometimes even between t h e m — a 
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third combatant i n t e r v e n e s . " T h e th ird combatant may 
yet point the new direction. 

I n w h a t direction a r e we going to move out of the 
c r i s i s ? S h a l l we come out with a deeper recognition of 
the only L o r d s h i p of J e s u s C h r i s t ? S h a l l we come out 
more C h r i s t i a n , and more c l e a r l y sure of values of 
love and faith together, values of eternal life beginning 
here and n o w ? W h a t is more w i l l the recognition of 
J e s u s C h r i s t as the F a t h e r and S a v i o r of men grow 
and be upli f ted before the spir i tual eyes of m a n k i n d 
by the w a y we l ive , by our words and actions as i n d i 
viduals a n d as a C h u r c h , or w i l l it be concealed and 
confused ? 

" B e s t i l l , and know that I am G o d . I w i l l be exalted 
among the heathen. I w i l l be exalted in the e a r t h . " 
L e t us be st i l l t h e n ; let us step in the race for selfish 
supremacy or for m a t e r i a l g a i n . L e t us find the d irec 
tion H e would have u.s take in the day in which H e has 
given us to l ive . H i s direction w i l l be our peace in the 
midst of struggle. (Psalm 4 6 : 1 0 . ) 

M e n are looking to the C h u r c h for a p lace of renewal 
and strength for a new motive i n l i v i n g . A s such a new 
view of l i fe and new motive for l i fe come, the old feel
ings and old habits of l ife w i l l often raise a tumult . W e 
shal l know earthquake and fire. B u t the L o r d is not 
in the earthquake, not in the fire. " A n d after the fire 
a s t i l l s m a l l v o i c e . " (I Kings 19 :12 . ) 

A s in the life of F J i j a h so in ours the s t i l l , small voice 
s a y s : Y o u r work is not done. I , the L o r d of love and 
wisdom and of salvation need your p a r t in my advancing 
p l a n . 

" G o , re turn on thy w a y to the wi lderness . . . " and 
there you w i l l find your further mission, and new com
panionship . " B e s t i l l , and know that I am G o d . I 
w i l l he exalted among the heathen, I w i l l be exalted in 
the e a r t h . " 

(Mr. Diaconoff, Los Angeles pastor, was the first to 
have been chosen as Convention Preacher under the new 
plan of selection by the Council of Ministers. His 
sermon has been slightly condensed.) 

Dr. Tafel's F i n a l Annual Address 
F E W O F OUR teachings are as soul-
t is fying as that on the operation of 

the L o r d ' s divine providence . O u r 
teaching differs from others in that it 
has its active and its pass ive elements. 

T h e r e is the active p r e p a r a t i o n on 
our p a r t before we p a s s i v e l y , but con
fidently, obey what the P s a l m i s t i n our 
Convention theme asks that we do : 
" B e s t i l l , and know that I am G o d . " 

A s indiv iduals , and col lectively as a 
church body, we must p lan c a r e f u l l y to 
place ourselves " i n the stream of the 
divine p r o v i d e n c e " — i n order to make 
those personal and collective a d j u s t 
ments to the w i l l of G o d that w i l l e n 
able them to help us as we p r a y so 
earnest ly that H e d o — a n d as H e is so 
desirous of doing. 

I t is a strange paradox that whi le 
God and man have the same objectives 
— m a n ' s h a p p i n e s s — t h e y seem to work 
at cross purposes , and man too often 
finds unhappiness , m i s e r y , frustrat ion 
and fa i lure where his G o d desires that 
he s h a l l find the opposites of these. 

W e know ful l wel l that the fault lies 
with us , yet how often do we deliber
ately follow paths so divergent from 
those shown us by the L o r d m a r k e d 
by the p a s s i n g on of beloved leaders 
on whom we had leaned confidently for 
m a n y y e a r s . T h e R e v . C h a r l e s W . 
H a r v e y , long minister in P h i l a d e l p h i a 
and a general pastor of the P e n n s y l v a 
n i a Assoc iat ion , left us soon after our 
last a n n u a l assembly . T h e R e v . L o u i s 
G . H o e c k , long time minis ter i n the 
church where we are assembled, and 
also a general pastor followed later . 

T h e R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e , a leader in 
the B r i t i s h Conference and later m i n 
ister and general pastor in N e w Y o r k , 
left us i n F e b r u a r y . 

F u r t h e r afield M r . W i l l i a m B e i m e s , 
a fa i thful L a y L e a d e r i n S t . L o u i s and 
M r . A l m u g B o o , a w o r k e r for so m a n y 
y e a r s i n distant B u r m a , left vacancies 

in our r a n k s that we place ourselves , 
a n d too often our C h u r c h , outside the 
" S t r e a m " t rave l l ing paths not in those 
areas where H e can help us so bounti
fu l ly , f u l l y , and effectively. 

T h i s sure ly is not our intention, yet 
so strong are our n a t u r a l tendencies to 
follow our own w a y rather than the 
L o r d ' s that we stray often, and only 
after bitter experience find our way 
back to the l i fe -g iv ing stream. 

E a c h y e a r we come to our a n n u a l 
assemblies t rust fu l ly hoping that the 
L o r d w i l l direct us into channels of 
greater usefulness toward the ful f i l l 
ment of H i s beneficent plans for H i s 
great human family . 

I n a l l s incer i ty we ask that H e g r a n t 
us the light we need on our own prob
lems, which are also H i s problems, y e t 
do we real ly make the p r e l i m i n a r y 
preparat ion on which hinges success? 

Before we bow our heads and obey 
the m a n d a t e : " B e st i l l and know that 
I am G o d , " have we bent every effort 
t o w a r d p l a c i n g ourselves in the position 
where divine assistance is sure and a l 
most automatic? 

W e can reasonably he sure that we 
have not done so, c e r t a i n l y not in the 
extent that is required, or our success 
as a c h u r c h body would he greater than 
that which we have achieved. Successes 
have come to us, it is t rue , over the 136 
y e a r s of our organized l i f e ; yet few of 
us would he p r e p a r e d to say that these 
are proportionate to the wonderful 
legacy which has been entrusted to us . 
L o n g before the a p p e a r a n c e of a n y of 
us i n this assembly , our forebears a s 
sumed the custodianship of a body of 
revelation which would make a new 
w o r l d . 

T h a t new world is not with us as yet , 
and in our moments of doubt we are 
strongly tempted to place the blame on 
a n irresponsive w o r l d . I n our truer 
moments we place the fault on our own 

shoulders , on our inadequacy to fulfi l l 
the great task entrusted to us. 

A t such times we feel very close to 
our L o r d who struggled in so supreme 
a degree with a s a v i n g G o s p e l and a 
seemingly indifferent audience. 

Y e t we know that the things H e did 
and the words H e spoke created an e n 
t i r e l y different s p i r i t u a l environment 
for men. W e should k n o w , too. that 
H e is repeating what H e once did in 
H i s Second C o m i n g to H i s chi ldren . 

T w e l v e consecrated men once carr ied 
H i s saving message to a benighted 
w o r l d . A larger , hut seemingly almost 
as inadequate a group, we are assembled 
here dedicated to c a r r y i n g to an i n c r e d 
ulous, yet wonderfu l ly expectant w o r l d , 
the j o y f u l news that the L o r d J e s u s 
C h r i s t , now seen as the only God of 
heaven and earth , has indeed made H i s 
promised return to H i s chi ldren . 

T h i s precious message is our gospel 
to the w o r l d in w h i c h we l ive. I n the 
degree to which we can deliver our mes
sage w i l l be measured the extent of 
our service to our M a s t e r . F a i l u r e is 
t ru ly u n t h i n k a b l e : for on the accept 
ance of our message depends far more 
than our success as an organization. 

T h e aweful and sobering thought 
must come to us , must be the c a r d i n a l 
element in our t h i n k i n g , must he the 
constant motif in our p l a n n i n g , that our 
L o r d ' s success depends in some measure , 
perhaps s m a l l but it may be great , on 
how we conduct our part of H i s bus i 
ness . 

I f we he fa i thful s tewards H i s b u s i 
ness w i l l prosper . I n the measure to 
which we al low lesser things to inter
fere with H i s business we shal l he ham
per ing H i m . S u r e l y we can submerge 
our petty personal incl inations to the 
F o r c e that governs the universe . W e 
c a n and we w i l l " B e s t i l l , and knew that 
H e is G o d . " 

I n addition to b r i n g i n g to you briefly 
the T h e m e of Convention you are ex
pect ing me also to br ing you some ac-

(Next page please) 

2 3 3 



ADDRESS From 
preceding page 

count of my s t e w a r d s h i p : S e v e n y e a r s 
ago you elected me as P r e s i d e n t of 
Convention a n d those seven y e a r s have 
been a real revelation to me. T h e de
voted service of hundreds of fa i thful 
co -workers lias heen a constant i n s p i r a 
tion for the best I could g i v e — i n a d e 
quate as it must be in such a great 
cause. 

A s I travel led about among you I 
learned how many devoted N e w C h u r c h 
servants our L o r d had . A s here and 
there a group, long establ ished, would 
decide to discontinue I was n a t u r a l l y 
depressed , but was encouraged as others 
were establ ished. 

I recal led how C h r i s t i a n i t y d isap 
peared in one place only to emerge at 
another. T h u s if several of our groups 
have ceased to function it is also true 
that we have seen the bui ld ing or re
building of others : D e t r o i t , V a n c o u v e r , 
B e r k e l e y , S u n n y s l o p e , G u l f p o r t , the 
unique chapel at P a l o s V e r d e s , the 
South E a s t e r n Association 's new C e n t e r 
in S t . P e t e r s b u r g , F l a . 

Devoted and consecrated fel low-
workers went on to their e ternal r e 
w a r d , yet younger enthusiast ic men 
p i c k e d up the torch a n d went confi
dently f o r w a r d . 

T h e past y e a r was m a r k e d w h i c h 
must be filled. F'riends and co -workers 
have tr ied to express something of their 
fa i thfu l service and our sense of loss 
through memorials published in a spe
cia l pamphlet . W o r d s are weak but we 
ask your t h a n k s g i v i n g for these l a 
borers in the L o r d ' s v i n e y a r d . 

I n addition to those who have passed 
on in the past y e a r seventeen of our 
ministers were ca l led from their work 
to their heavenly home d u r i n g my term 
of service as P r e s i d e n t . Needless to 
s a y a l l are sorely missed in our rather 
smal l group of ministers . 

T h e dis tress ing fact is that only nine 
men have been ordained to replace them 
over the same seven y e a r s . W e are 
o v e r j o y e d , however, that five more w i l l 
he ordained into our minis try on C o n 
vention S u n d a y , so that our accessions 
almost balance our losses as far as mere 
numbers are concerned. 

O n e of the great privi leges of the 
P r e s i d e n t of Convention is that he is 
able to stand among you in your several 
groupings and learn to know you better. 
T h e tasks and duties of your president 
are many , and often exact ing , and 
would he almost beyond his powers 
except that he feels support ing him 
your r a n k e d membership firmly behind 
him, and his brother officers ever r e a d y 
to aid and assist . 

N o w h e r e can one see our doctrine on 
the G r a n d M a n in action better than 
in the G e n e r a l Convention at work. 
N o earth ly organizat ion can be ideal , 

yet in the division of labor, the s p e c i a l 
ized service ca l led for, the distribution 
of effort, and in that maintenance of a 
single unified purpose which C o n v e n 
tion at its best shows us only too s e l 
dom, do we see in action that pr inc ip le 
of the G r a n d M a n . 

A s we str ive more and more for this 
unified action, and for the humil i ty 
w h i c h must come as we measure our
selves against our task , we s h a l l more 
and more find ourselves in that favored 

position where our L o r d can work in 
and with us. 

H e r e in the stream of the L o r d ' s 
divine providence we can bow our heads 
conscious that H e w i l l aid us in our 
needs and more than share the work to 
w h i c h H e places our h a n d s , a s k i n g our 
confidence in H i s leadership and 
promis ing H i s cooperation in our labor ; 
only "Be still, and know that I am 
God." 

League Holds 
64th Conference 

T h e A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e 
held its 64th Conference J u n e 25-27 in 
the p a r i s h house of the C i n c i n n a t i 
church in the course of the 130th ses
sion of the G e n e r a l Convention. P r e s i 
dent D a v i d J . G a r r e t t took the C h a i r . 

One of the most elaborate and exten
sive programs for several y e a r s cover
ing three busy days was e n j o y e d by an 
interested i f l imited attendance. 

H i g h l i g h t s included reports , the 
president 's message, elections a n d reso
lutions. M r s . A l i c e S k i n n e r , daughter 
of the F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r s of C a m 
bridge , M a s s . , m a r r i e d to a former 
C i n c i n n a t i leaguer, gave a most interest 
ing address entit led, " W a n t e d : Y o u n g 
N e w - C h u r c h P i o n e e r s . " 

A l i v e l y discussion developed in the 
panel on " R e v i s i n g O u r C o n s t i t u t i o n . " 
T h o s e leading it were A r t h u r J a m e s , 
E d w a r d H i n c k l e y , G r a c e H o t s o n , F a i t h 
Poole and J o a n F l y n n , with Moderator 
G a r r e t t . 

A complete new alignment of the 
L e a g u e is contemplated, b r i n g i n g it 
more closely in relation to the A s s o c i a 
tions and Convention. 

A n outing to C i n c i n n a t i ' s famous 
zoo and a t r i p to Coney I s l a n d , were 
much e n j o y e d . Ceremonies on F r i d a y 
night are reported e lsewhere . 

Officers elected were , E d w a r d C . 
H i n c k l e y , W e l l e s l e y H i l l s , M a s s . , p r e s 
i d e n t ; H o r a n d Gut fe ldt , C a m b r i d g e , 
M a s s . , v ice -pres . , e a s t ; M a r c i a B u c k , 
L o s A n g e l e s , v - p . , w e s t ; F a i t h D r e s s e r , 
W i l m i n g t o n , s e c y . ; A r t h u r J a m e s , B o s 
ton, treas. 

Re-Union In Brockton 
A m o n g the many renewal of f r i e n d 

ships to w h i c h the R e v . J a c k H a r d s t e d t , 
Stockholm pastor , was looking f o r w a r d 
to on his visit here the past month was 
that of H e r b e r t Toombs of the R o x -
b u r y , M a s s . , Society . T h e y had become 
wel l acquainted when M r . Toombs some 
time ago visited the S w e d i s h c a p i t a l . 
A t N e w Y o r k , M r . H a r d s t e d t d i s 
covered that fami ly connections in 
S w e d e n of the O l i v e r Johnsons of the 
church there came from the same sec
tion of S w e d e n as his own family . 

Sunday School 
Association Meets 

T h e 82nd a n n u a l meeting of the 
A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h S u n d a y School 
Association was held on T h u r s d a y eve
n ing , J u n e 25, in the C i n c i n n a t i church 
auditorium, the R e v . E r i c J . Z a c h a r i a s . 
pres id ing . 

F o l l o w i n g a brief devotional service 
conducted by M r . Zachar ias and the 
R e v . E v e r e t t K . B r a y , the business be
fore the Associat ion was transacted , 
chief of w h i c h w a s the adoption of a 
revised constitution and b y - l a w s which 
had been d r a w n up by a special com
mittee consist ing of M r s . L o u i s A . D o l e , 
c h a i r m a n ; M r s . H o r a c e B . B l a c k m e r 
and M r s . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n , the c u l 
mination of two y e a r s ' study and re 
s e a r c h . 

T h e Association is now provided with 
a more consistent, better -organized, and 
more p r a c t i c a l instrument , the Assoc ia 
tion h a v i n g unanimously adopted it . 

T h e attention of the Association was 
ca l led to the series of art ic les which 
have a p p e a r e d in T H E M E S S E N G E R dur 
ing the past y e a r under the direction of 
the P u b l i c Relat ions Committee of the 
A s s o c i a t i o n ; and to the president 's Bul
letin w h i c h the Associat ion voted to con
tinue and to finance more adequately. 

More interest than usual was m a n i 
fested in this meeting about sixty-five 
attending and t a k i n g part in the d iscus 
sion. 

Awarded Bibles 
S u s a n W i s w e l l A r c h e r , C e c e l i a 

M a r i n a G u i u and R o s a R a q u e l de L a r a 
were presented with B i b l e s at the C a m 
bridge, M a s s . , church C h i l d r e n ' s S u n 
day. E l e v e n of the younger chi ldren in 
the P a t e r s o n , N . J . , Society also re
ceived copies of the W o r d , bound in 
white morocco. 

To Visit Sister on Coast 
M i s s M a u d S e w a l l , organist for 

many y e a r s of the W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , 
Society w i l l spend some of the summer 
weeks with her s is ter , M r s . E l i z a b e t h 
S e w a l l S c h e l l e n b e r g of P a l o s V e r d e s , 
C a l i f . , one of the inst i tuters of the 
W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l there. 
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L A Y M E N - C L E R G Y C O O P E R A T I O N f a e ° X 
I H A V E WONDERED somewhat as to 

• h a t I . a l a y m a n , can tel l you, who as 
professionals , have dedicated yourselves 

the service of the L o r d and H i s 
C h u r c h . P e r h a p s I c a n , in some meas-
: - e . b r i n g to you a fresh approach 
:' us who form your congregations, to 

::_e common cause we both serve. I f so. 
is must he m y excuse for t a k i n g up 

your time. 
Cooperat ion, expressed in the simple 

A n g l o - S a x o n idiom, means " w o r k i n g to
u r . " I f we accept this as our 

l eaning, it at once becomes clear that 
we are t h i n k i n g of a mutual e f f o r t . — 

: the minister on the one h a n d , and the 
nan on the other, both p l a y i n g their 

roles in the service of the C h u r c h . 
T h i s rules out the v iew, as I have 

heard it asserted , that the minister p e r -
: mis upon the stage, while the l a y m a n 
- merely the audience ; and equally 

that the minister is the mere h ired hand 
of the p a r i s h , subject to its beck and 
c a l l . 

A s I envisaged this mutual re lat ion , 
the minister real ly is the s p i r i t u a l leader 
of his congregation and by that token 
the best f r iend of his people, for when 
he does his work p r o p e r l y , he enters 
into their intimate l ives as no one else 
not even the family doctor, can do. 

H e shares their hopes and their a s p i 
rations, their j o y s and sorrows, and 
counsels them in their w a y s of l i fe , in 
a w a y that at once demands the fullest 
of his efforts a n d gives him complete 
j o y of service on the highest possible 
levels. 

O n the other h a n d , his l a y m e n owe 
him the duty of generous s u p p o r t ; first 
in a f inancial w a y , so that he may live 
without g n a w i n g anxiety for the mor
row. T h i s means a s a l a r y that is 
enough, i f not ample , and one that is 
paid him p r o m p t l y and on t i m e , — n o t 
as a gratui ty , but as a due. 

S e c o n d , in c a r i n g for the church 
property and finances, without l e a d i n g 
this responsibi l i ty upon him. A n d t h i r d , 
in b r i n g i n g him their fr iendship and 
counsel ; for he too is human, and 
needs both. 

H e often is without the benefit of 
communion w i t h his brother ministers 
of the N e w C h u r c h , who may be some 
hundreds of miles a w a y ; and in many 
instances w i l l arise when the counsel 
of his people w i l l prove of the greatest 
value. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y do I admire the minister 
who is able to get the men of his con
gregation to work w i t h h i m . T h e 
woman can a l w a y s be counted upon to 
work . B u t the minister who has the 
confidence of his men is a minister i n 
deed ! 

T h e r e are several specific matters I 

w i l l mention. T h e first is a systematic 
study of our teachings. H e r e the m i n 
ister and the layman have a common 
d u t y . — a n d a common privi lege . I n 
the ear l ier d a y s , when the C h u r c h was 
being establ ished, there was a n intense 
interest in these teachings. W e m a i n 
tain our conviction as to their v a l i d i t y : 
hut in common with the trend elsewhere , 
the l ight does not burn so c l e a r l y as it 
did yesterday . W e take for granted 
that these teachings are t r u e ; a n d it 
is easy to s l ip into conventional accept 
ance of them. W e forget that they are 
the supreme truths of the w o r l d ; a 
world that without them is overwhelmed 
with w a r s a n d tribulations. 

Another concerns the great advances 
made in recent years in the development 
of psychology and related subjects . A l l 
varieties of mental i l l s are being treated 
by p h y s i c i a n s and p s y c h i a t r i s t s , and u n 
doubtedly many sufferers have reaped 
benefits from the treatments . T h e i r 
work , when soundly bui l t , should be 
accepted. B u t I would not have the 
N e w C h u r c h minister surrender to the 
p s y c h i a t r i s t a field that is p e c u l i a r l y 
that of the minister . W e of the N e w 

Editor ia l 
(In the Times-Star, Cincinnati, 0., 

June 22, 1953.) 

More than a century ago J o h n n y 
Appleseed roamed O h i o , p l a n t i n g 
orchards and speaking of the doc
tr ine of E m a n u e l Swedenborg , the 
S w e d i s h philosopher whose teach
ings resulted in the founding of 
the protestant denomination known 
as the C h u r c h of the N e w J e r u 
salem. F r e q u e n t l y this k i n d l y , 
gentle soul vis ited C i n c i n n a t i 
where Swedenborgians have held 
services since 1811. A l w a y s he w a s 
greeted with open a r m s . 

T h i s week C i n c i n n a t i p l a y s host 
to the 1 3 0 t h annual session of the 
C h u r c h of the N e w J e r u s a l e m . A 
dozen subsidiary organizat ions , in 
addition to the general convention, 
w i l l meet. A n d it is more than a p 
propriate that they gather in this 
city . 

T h e Swedenborgian faith has 
played a prominent part in the life 
of C i n c i n n a t i . A d a m H u r d u s , the 
first minister of the c h u r c h , built 
C i n c i n n a t i ' s first organ. M a n y 
wel l known C i n e i n n a t i a n s , i n c l u d 
i n g industr ia l i s ts , businessmen and 
patrons of the a r t s , have been 
members of this c h u r c h . A s it 
greeted J o h n n y Appleseed in other 
d a y s , C i n c i n n a t i spreads out a 
carpet of welcome to this religious 
gathering . 

C h u r c h have a vast q u a r r y of k n o w l 
edge of the mental and spir i tual that 
c a n a n d should he mined to immense 
advantage. T h e professional man does 
not have this background, or denies its 
existence. T o o often he ascribes mental 
disorders to y a r d s t i c k s that reflect the 
lowest s trata of human existence. Y o u 
as ministers have the benefit of a higher 
light that gives a true picture of the 
mental i l l s that from time to time afflict 
your people ; and I would urge you to 
make use of this power in behalf of 
those within your sphere of work who 
need it , and not to surrender uncondi 
t ional ly to the p h y s i c i a n , however well 
t ra ined . W o r k together, y e s ; hut leave 
ent ire ly to him, by no means. [ E d i t o r ' s 
N o t e : T h e C i n c i n n a t i Inquirer featured 
this statement in its issue of J u n e 25 . ] 

A th ird matter for your attention is 
the great need on the p a r t of our people 
of sensing that they are part of a l a r g e r 
body that encompasses not only their 
own p a r t i c u l a r congregation whom they 
see week after week, hut those who wor
ship i n the towns and country here and 
abroad. B i l l Jones and M a r y S m i t h 
know a n d feel that they are members 
of their p a r t i c u l a r group. B u t far too 
seldom do they real ize also that they 
are members as wel l of their State A s 
sociation and of Convention as the N a 
tional body of the C h u r c h . 

I n numbers we may he smal l , and 
geographical ly widely scattered. W e 
gather together in Boston or P a w n e e 
R o c k or S a n F r a n c i s c o for worship and 
communion ; but we do not real ize that 
our spir i tual brothers and sisters are 
also gathering together in these other 
places , w o r s h i p p i n g and communing as 
we do, using the same services and 
t h i n k i n g l ike thoughts. 

H o w much we could be strengthened 
by this sense of so l idari ty among us a l l . ' 
P e r h a p s beyond most l a y m e n I have 
been privi leged to w o r s h i p in many 
widely scattered N e w C h u r c h e s ; I have 
never come a w a y without the feeling of 
satisfaction that wherever I w a s , I was 
among my own. 

H e r e the leading role is p layed by 
the minister . I f he is Convention con
scious, so are his people. B u t i f he 
is not, his people are not. T h i s can be 
shown i n m a n y w a y s , but I shal l m e n 
tion one. M r . S t e w a r t Poole, [ W i l 
mington] who has handled the A n n u a l 
A p p e a l s for the past several years with 
such abi l i ty , repeatedly has stated he 
can a l w a y s gauge his results in a n y 
group by the interest of the minister . 
Some of you are indifferent, and some 
even, I am s o r r y to s a y , w i l l not cooper
ate in the A p p e a l , — a n d neither then 
w i l l y o u r people. 

Y e t the A p p e a l furnishes the concrete 
opportunity for your people to do the 
things that they want to he done. N o 

(Next page please) 
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(Continued from page 235) 
C h u r c h can exist without the miss ionary 
s p i r i t , and the A p p e a l gives direction 
to that desire . T h e y want you to he 
provided for in your old a g e ; and the 
A p p e a l helps to make that possible. 
T h e y w a n t you as their m i n i s t e r ; but 
they don't know, that the A p p e a l may 
have helped to make it possible for you 
to secure your t r a i n i n g at the T h e o l o g 
ical School . I n short , they do not r e a l 
ize that Convention is their agent to 
do the basic essential things that they 
cannot s ingly do. 

H e r e i n l ies a mission for you minis 
t e r s , — t o b r i n g home to your people 
that we are a l l a p a r t of one corporate 
body of the C h u r c h , l i v i n g as parts of 
each other and servants i n common of 
H i m in whose name we gather. 

M i n i s t e r s belong to a profession that 
makes for independent t h i n k i n g ; and 
I would not have it otherwise. I t takes 
courage in p a r t i c u l a r for you to stand 
w i t h this seemingly insignificant organ
ization despite the blandishments of 
other seemingly more affluent opportu
nit ies , because you are moved by the 
conviction that you bear the torch of 
the Second C o m i n g aloft for a l l who 
w i l l see a n d heed. O u r C h u r c h polity 
fits w i t h this s p i r i t of independence ; 
and Convention carr ies few restrictions 
upon its members , and lias only the ab
solutely necessary powers to enable it 
to function at a l l . 

A l o n g with this s p i r i t , is the need for 
the feel ing of so l idar i ty , of brotherhood, 
that we must have i f we are to serve 
our cause. L e t us value our independ
ence, not for the sake of independence, 
but let us real ize that we are a l l 
brothers one of another , and servants 
in the cause of H i m from whom we r e 
ceive a l l authority and derive a l l pow
ers . O n l y so can we t r u l y c a r r y out 
our mission. 

R e c e n t l y I had the privi lege of l i s ten 
ing to an address by a dist inguished 
j u d g e before a g a t h e r i n g at my u n i v e r 
s i ty , on the subject " A L a y m a n L o o k s 
at the P r o f e s s o r s . " H i s theme is not 
on a l l fours with w h a t I am t r y i n g to 
say h e r e ; but it is of interest in that 
i t affects the profession of teaching , 
which in m a n y respects comes closest 
to that of minister . 

T h e point made by the learned j u d g e 
is that professors do not have unl im
ited l icense under the banner of a c a 
demic freedom, to express and teach 
views no matter how revolutionary and 
d isrupt ive , hut that they owe a duty 
to the body they represent before the 
community, to he representative of that 
body. I h a p p e n to have in my files a 
number of highly indiv idual is t ic views 
of N e w C h u r c h m e n , both l a y and c ler 
i c a l . 

I have as l i tt le desire to repress these 

views as , I ma} 7 s a y , I have to accept 
them. I cannot, however, r e f r a i n at 
times from the wish that so much energy 
and ingenuity had been expended in a d 
vancing the recognized and legitimate, 
but perhaps more prosaic , needs of the 
C h u r c h , when so much cries to he done. 

H e r e let me say as a l a y m a n , speak
ing for other l a y m e n , that on occasion 
we are moved to wonder somewhat at 
some differences that from time to time 
disturb y o u , our good fr iends . F r o m 
m y l is tening post, I c a n report to you 
that when the discussion gets heavy and 
the eloquence expands , sometimes the 
laymen wonder what it might be a l l 
about. I have observed issues that have 
a r i s e n , only to subside with the passage 
of time, that you debate with great 
earnestness , hut leave us in some be
wi lderment . W e hear of the rights and 
the lefts , the conservatives a n d the l ib 
e r a l s , the A ' s and the B ' s , a n d we note 
that the al ignment changes from time 
to time. R e c e n t l y there w a s a great 
deal of discussion about vestments , for 
example , that to us seems perhaps em
phasized beyond their due. 

W c l a y m e n look to you for guidance 
and i n s p i r a t i o n . W e want to feel that 
we are a l l one body, moved by devotion 
to a common ideal . I have heard you 
come from Convention s a y i n g that its 
sphere was w o n d e r f u l ; a n d we have a l l 
been upli f ted by your message ; and 
we have also heard rumors of differ-

B o o k R e v i e w 

A T E M P L E M A D E W I T H O U T H A N D S , 
A N D O T H E R V E R S E . Bessie Wayne 
Anderson. 60 poems. Marshall Jones 
Co., '53, Francestoxvn, N. H. $2.00. 
T h i s recently published l itt le hook of 

verse by a w e l l known C l e v e l a n d N e w 
C h n r c h w o m a n w i l l be w a r m l y welcomed 
by the m a n y admirers of her poetic 
abi l i ty , and should assure her of a s t i l l 
wider audience. Not only is M r s . 
A n d e r s o n a gifted versifier but through
out her poetry there is t h i n k i n g and 
a vision. P e r h a p s this is nowhere more 
to he noticed than some lines in " A n 
I n n e r V i s i o n " : 

" A n d despite this cold and saddening 
stage cal led death , 

Some breath 
F r o m my beloved comes to me 

T o tel l me that she l ives and 
loves m e . " 

T h i s is the author's second hook of 
collected poems, the first , " W i t h o u t 
F e a r , " especia l ly d i s p l a y i n g s incer i ty 
and human w a r m t h . T h i s also c h a r a c 
terizes the present collection. T h e r e i s , 
too, a wealth of var ie ty , from human 
and homely sketches to sentiments that 
reach the depths of emotion. L o v e r s 
of poetry as wel l as those who have 
yet to acquire a taste for i t , w i l l en joy 
M r s . Anderson ' s new achievement. 

ences about matters we did not under
stand.—-and we have felt correspond
ingly let down. 

B u t lest you think that these matters 
are only on y o u r side, let me hasten 
to say that we l a y m e n are by no means 
immune from petty discussions that 
d ivert from the real issues when we 
gathered together in our common coun
ci l s . A t times it is f rustrat ing to hear 
a minor point minutely and exhaustively 
dwelt upon, w h e n great issues l a y be
fore us for determination. 

O n e final w o r d : Convention is about 
to enter upon a new phase. I t has 
elected a new P r e s i d e n t , who in a few 
days w i l l assume responsibi l i ty . I h i 
worked int imately with three P r e s 
dents , and I know that the burdens and 
problems test the inmost resources of 
whosoever happens to hold the office. 
1 bespeak the spir i t of so l idar i ty , on 
w h i c h I have dwelt , in the support of 
the R e v . F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r in the 
y e a r s that now l a y before us. I jo in 
you in offering my support . 

(Luncheon address to the Council of 
Ministers June 2J/.) 

Wayfarers' Chapel Report 
R e p o r t i n g on its w o r k , the W a y 

f a r e r s ' C h a p e l , memorial to Sweden
borg on the cliffs of Portugese B e n d . 
Palos V e r d e s , C a l i f . , states there were 
approximate ly 42,000 vis i tors , from al l 
states of the U n i o n and 23 foreign coun
tries in M a y , with a total attendance 
at formal worship of 909 , among them 
S r . Rodolfo . and p a r t y , known to our 
mission in H a v a n a . T h r e e services are 
held S u n d a y s . T h e r e w e r e six wed
dings. 

To Brussels' Congress 
Selected to be one of the six r e p r e 

sentatives from C u b a , the R e v . Dionis io 
D e L a r a , miss ionary in H a v a n a , w i l l 
attend the E l e v e n t h Internat ional C o n 
gress of Phi losophy at B r u s s e l , A u g . 
20-2G. H e enplains for P a r i s via 
L o n d o n J u l y 12. T h e government pays 
a l l expenses. M r . D e L a r a ' s paper is 
entit led " S w e d e n b o r g ' s I d e a of M a n . " 

Preaches A f Wilmington 
T h e R e v . C h a r l e s E . D o e r i n g , m i n 

ister of the G e n e r a l C h u r c h who st i l l 
occasional ly ministers to A c a d e m y 
groups in that a r e a , preached for the 
W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . , Society J u n e 28, 
d u r i n g the absence of Candidate E r n e s t 
O . M a r t i n at Convention , where he was 
ordained. 

Useful G i f t To Pastor 
A t its recent a n n u a l meeting the 

C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . , Society presented its 
pastor the R e v . E v e r e t t K . B r a y with 
a watch by w h i c h he can tel l the time 
in B r a i l l e . 
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Trends a n d Trails 

I n M a r c h C o s t s ' best seller " T h e 
H ir A w a i t s , " L i p p i n c o t t , '53 , is a ref-
•renee to one of its important c h a r a c 
te r ' s studies of Swedenborg . T h i s 
v man author evidently is hersel f not 

- f amil iar with the sage. 
• 

The Personalist, s p r i n g number, i s -
- :ed by the School of Phi losophy of the 

versity of C a l i f o r n i a , L o s Angeles , 
•Tried an a r t i c l e entitled " P e r s o n a l i s m 

ind Poetic V i s i o n , " by D r . H o w a r d D . 
e r l , who teaches Swedenhorg 's p s y -

ology at the Theologica l School . I t 
- an unusual study of B l a k e and his 
ndebtedness to Swedenborg . 

• 
T h e new biography of Swedenborg 

- reviewed by D r . H e n r y G o d d a r d 
L e a c h in the summer number of the 
American Scandinavian Reviexc. H e 

es M r s . Sigstedt 's hook high on the 
si of best accounts of the rcvclator ' s 

and work . A n a r t i c l e on the N e w 
C h u r c h in B r y n A t h y n , with a br i l l iant 
- icture of the c a t h e d r a l , appears in the 
same number. 

New Y o r k Herald Tribune publ ished 
. remarkable art ic le in its M a y 24 issue 

L t l e d " S e a r c h for L i f e in a T e s t 
T u b e . " D r . S t a n l e y L . M i l l e r , of 
Chicago U n i v e r s i t y is reported to have 
: nind demonstrable evidence that " l i f e 

' irted as a chance chemical reaction 
-*ith certa in materials he reproduced 
amino acids , the great essential to p h y s 
ical ex is tence . " • 

F o r those interested, it has been dis -
erned that K a r l M a r x ' s central dogma 

corning religion is that " i t s abolition 
.-. an i l lusory happiness of the people 

is a requisite of their rea l h a p p i n e s s . " 
• 

D r . E d w i n P . H u b b l e , director of the 
_iant new telescope on M t . P a l o m a r , in 
•m interview w i t h the science E d i t o r of 
the F l e a r s t syndicate asserted A p r i l 18 
that " P r o b a b l y the most important r e -
Bult of research so far with the 200-
inch lens is that we must consider the 
universe as much larger than previously 
assumed. 

• 
A litt le known ambassadorship of 

goodwill is the twenty- f ive -year -o ld c u s 
tom of a n exchange of ministers be
tween the U n i t e d States and G r e a t 
B r i t a i n . A g a i n ten A m e r i c a n c l e r g y 
men travel to L o n d o n this summer. 

• 
A c c o r d i n g to a study made by the 

R u r a l C h u r c h D e p t . of D r e w S e m i n a r y . 
Madison , N . J . , the average s a l a r y p a i d 
to the c lergy by the largest Protestant 
denomination is $2 ,485.00 a n n u a l l y . 

• 
D r . G . E . H u t c h i n s o n , professor of 

Zoology at Y a l e , cites experiments in 
Journal of Religion for J u l y , '52 , i n 
support of a case for " t h e existence in 
nature of a non-meehanical order of 
r e a l i t y . " • 

C o n s i d e r i n g that no decrees or p a p a l 
bulls issued by the R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
church ever are superseded or a l tered , 
changing times cannot he given as a 
reason for the pope's reeent behest to 
U n i t e d S t a t e s ' adherents that they read 
the B i b l e , as over against the decree 
of the C o u n c i l of V a l e n c i a i n 1229 that 
it be placed on the I n d e x of forbidden 
hooks. 

• 
F r o m the Washington Nexcs Reviexc 

we learn that wi ld flowers picked at 
B e t h a n y , the W e l l of S y c h a r , Mount 
of Ol ives and elsewhere i n P a l e s t i n e 
were flown to Washington for P r e s i d e n t 
E i s e n h o w e r ' s E a s t e r service i n a p p r e 
ciation of his " C h r i s t i a n witness and 
devotion to the cause of f reedom. " 

• 
A reference in " T h e Common Sense 

of S c i e n c e . " B r o n o w s k i , H a r v a r d P r e s s , 
' 53 , r e f e r r i n g to the I n d u s t r i a l R e v o l u 
tion asserts " S w e d e n b o r g had been a n 
expert on metals and m i n e s . " 

• 
A pamphlet issued by Bethlehem 

T e m p l e , D e t r o i t . M i c h . , w h i c h seems 
to he a Negro publication, is entirely 
devoted to S c r i p t u r e evidence that 
" t h e r e is one G o d and H e is the L o r d 
and S a v i o r J e s u s C h r i s t . " 

• 
S i x hundred minis ter ia l students 

from over a hundred theological semi
naries met in Spr ingf ie ld , O . , J u n e 11-
17 to " s t u d y the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h as 
a social community founded on the 
B i b l i c a l covenants between m a n and 
G o d . " 

• 
A t its annual meeting in W a s h i n g t o n , 

D . C , in A p r i l , delegates of the A s 
sociated C h u r c h P r e s s , of w h i c h T H E 
M E S S E N G E R is a member, voted that 
" I n our opinion the appointment of a 
U n i t e d States ambassador to the Vati
c a n would he a violation of the national 
p r i n c i p l e of the separation of church 
and s t a t e . " 

• 
H e l e n K e l l e r ' s religious beliefs were 

the subject of " T h i s I B e l i e v e " column 
featured regular ly in T h e Chicago 
Herald Examiner. " F a i t h wrought 
into l i f e " was the theme of her state
ment, p a r t i c u l a r l y faith in immortal i ty . 

• 
Yankee magazine , D u b l i n , N . H . , for 

J u n e c a r r i e s a w e l l - w r i t t e n a n d accurate 
story on J o h n n y Appleseed 's l i fe , with 
numerous i l lustrat ions . T h i s is an u n 
usual and substantial monthly , ful l of 
the flavor of rugged i n d i v i d u a l i s m . 

T h e r e is an incidental reference to 
Swedenborg at page 69 i n H . G . W e l l s ' 
rather famous Crux Ansata, " A n I n 
dictment of the R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h . " W e l l s goes a l l out for Ins 
" e x p o s u r e . " 

• 
L i t t l e k n o w n now but st i l l a valuable 

source hook for facts concerning the life 
and work of many N e w C h u r c h 
notables, is the R e v . D r . J o n a t h a n B a y -
ley 's " N e w C h u r c h W o r t h i e s . " S p i e r s , 
L o n d . , '84. Accounts are given of 
C r o m p t o n , O h e r l i n , G l e n , J o h n n y A p 
pleseed, I m . T a f e l , H i r a m P o w e r s , and 
many less wel l -known churchmen. 

Awarded Congressional Medal 
B r i e f advance w o r d has been received 

by T H E M E S S E N G E R of the ceremony 
M e m o r i a l D a y when a c i ty square was 
dedicated to C o r p . G o r d o n M . C r a i g , 
whose mother is a member of the E l m -
wood, M a s s . , Society . H e had been 
posthumously a w a r d e d the C o n g r e s 
sional M e d a l of H o n o r for bravery in 
K o r e a . W e hope soon to publish a ful l 
account of the c ircumstances connected 
with the l a s t i n g honors paid to the 
heroic C r a i g . 

School's Closing Exercises 
C l o s i n g exercises of the Theologica l 

School , C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . , were held at 
a vesper service i n its chapel J u n e 16 
with the r e t i r i n g president the R e v . 
F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , now Convention 
president , officiating. I n residence are 
Students J o s . B . C a l d w e l l , E . L . F r e d -
c r i c k . D a v i d J . G a r r e t t , H o r a n d K . 
G u t f e l d t , P a u l B . Z a c h a r i a s . and K e n -
ath O . T r a e g d e in l a y leadership 
studies. 

Little Harbor Chapel 
L i t t l e H a r b o r C h a p e l the undenomi

national house of w o r s h i p near P o r t s 
mouth, N . H . , w i l l resume summer pub
l ic worship e a r l y in J u l y . T h e R e v . 
W i l l i a m F . W u n s c h , minister at the 
Nat ional C h u r c h , W a s h i n g t o n . D . C , 
continues as pastor at the chapel he has 
served for twenty -seven y e a r s . 

To Remove Landmark 
A l a n d m a r k i n B r o c k t o n . M a s s . . for 

m a n y y e a r s , a n d well known to v is i t ing 
N e w C h u r c h people, the great square 
tower of the church in B r o c k t o n , M a s s . , 
is s lated soon to he torn down as h a v i n g 
become something of a h a z a r d . 

St. Louis' New Class 
A new act iv i ty at the S t . L o u i s So

ciety w h i c h is a t t r a c t i n g interest has 
been the S t u d y a n d D i s c u s s i o n group 
which meets S u n d a y morning or for 
lunch fol lowing the service . R e v . E l l s 
worth S . E w i n g is the local pastor . 
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i n ifltemnriam 
G I L C H R I S T . — A n n a R . G i l c h r i s t , 82 , 

esteemed l i fe - long member of the P h i 
lade lphia Society , passed quietly into 
the higher life M a y 30. S h e was a 
daughter of the noted musician W i l l i a m 
W a l l a c e G i l c h r i s t whose centennial was 
celebrated in F e b r u a r y , 1946. Services 
were at the P h i l a d e l p h i a c h u r c h , her 
pastor the R e v . R i c h a r d H . T a f e l offi
c iat ing , who in the course of his r e 
marks said in p a r t : 

" I t is quite n a t u r a l that today there 
should be a heavy sense of loss in our 
hearts . I f that were not so, our dear 
fr iend who has passed on before us into 
the further room of life would not have 
been the f r i e n d l y , lovable person Ave 
know her to be. A n d yet we a r e , a d 
mittedly , being very selfish in our grief . 
O u r s only is any sense of loss there 
m a y b e : hers a l l the gain . She passed 
on into life in f u l l vigor , with a l l her 
sense and powers alert and active . F o r 
her , the transi t ion was made so quietly, 
so peaceful ly , so perfect ly . T o s leep, 
anil to aAvaken! 

" W e are reminded by our doctrine 
that 'we are so created by the L o r d that 
as to our internal [our inner being, our 
c h a r a c t e r , our p e r s o n a l i t y ] we can 
never die . ' T h a t when we a r c cal led 
into the w o r l d which lies w i t h i n and 
beyond this outer wor ld , we go with our 
whole being. I t is j u s t as i f we set 
out on a j o u r n e y ahead of our fr iends , 
bidding them f a r e w e l l , confident that 
they w i l l a l l soon j o i n us. B u t on this 
l i f e - j o u r n e y AAre can follow our dear 
ones in c lear thought, for our L o r d 
J e s u s has shown us the w a y thither 
and has H i m s e l f become the W a y — H e 
has rolled hack the v e i l , that we might 
see into the B r i g h t W o r l d B e y o n d , and 
knoAv how wondrously H e cares for our 
dear ones whom H e cal ls unto H i m s e l f . " 

• 

H O U G H T O N . — M r s . M a b e l ( N i c k e r -
son) Floughton, 85 , associated for m a n y 
years with the E l m w o o d , M a s s . , Society , 
widow of F r a n k E d w a r d Floughton, 

T H E 
S W E D E N B O R G F O U N D A T I O N 

Publishers of the Standard Edition 
T H E W R I T I N G S O F 

E M A N U E L S W E D E N B O R G 
and books for introductory purposes 

Send request for catalogue, and a 
copy of our A n n u a l Report i f 
desired. Inquiries welcome. 

Swedenborg Foundation, Inc. 
51 East 42nd Street 
New York 17. N. Y. 

passed aAvay in a hospital at B r o c k t o n 
after being in f a i l i n g health for two 
years and seriously i l l for two weeks. 
M r s . Houghton was a woman of s ter l ing 
character and e n j o y e d a wide circle of 
fr iends . S h e was horn in C h a r l e s t o w n 
and spent her e a r l y years in S o m e r v i l l e . 
g r a d u a t i n g from the Somervi l le H i g h 
School , of which she was valedictorian 
of the c lass of 1885. M a r r i e d in 1888 
she became well known as an organist 
and accompanied her husband, a p r o m i 
nent vocalist in G r e a t e r Boston , pre\'i -
ous to his death over 20 years ago. F o r 
m a n y y e a r s she was an organist i n 
Boston , and in 1918 the couple moved 
to E l m w o o d where M r s . Houghton was 
organist of the Congregational church 
of H a l i f a x and later for the E l m w o o d 
Society . S h e was a member of the 
W a v e r l y C l u b and the L a d i e s ' S e w i n g 
C i r c l e of E l m w o o d . M r s . Houghton is 
survived by a son. F r a n k N . Houghton 
who served the c h u r c h as t r e a s u r e r ; a 
daughter . M r s . C a r l R. E d s o n ; three 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , N a n c y A . H o u g h t o n . 
B r u c e I I . E d s o n and R i c h a r d s C . E d -
son, a l l of ElmAvood; two brothers . A . 
T h o m a s N i c k e r s o n of J a m a i c a , N . Y . , 
and W a l t e r N i c k e r s o n of Peterhoro . 
N . H . , also a sister , M r s . T h o m a s F . 
L i n c o l n of B r i g h t o n . 

F u n e r a l serA'ices were conducted in 
the E l m w o o d church by the R e v . E d w i n 
G . C a p o n , followed by cremation in 
F o r e s t H i l l s . 

• 
F O S T E R . — M i s s G e r t r u d e F o s t e r 

passed into the s p i r i t u a l Avorld folloAV-
ing her sister , A d e l a i d e , whose p a s s i n g 
J u n e 6 had been only tAvo months 
e a r l i e r , A p r i l 8. T h e sisters were 
cousins of the R e v . C l i n t o n H a y . pastor 
in Boston for h a l f a century . T h e y 
Avere born in P o r t l a n d , M a i n e , and for 
many y e a r s AA'ere members of the R o x -
b u r y Soc iety , later moving to C a m 
bridge, j o i n i n g the C a m b r i d g e Society . 
F o r a number of years a d v a n c i n g age 
had confined them to a rest home in 
B r i g h t o n . T h e y had a l w a y s been de
voted N e w C h u r c h women and for some 
time looked f o r w a r d eagerly to the day 
of promotion that came so close to
gether as they would have wished. 
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Booklet Reprinted 

A s the result of continuous re
quests this remarkable compilation 
of selections from the W o r d for 
each day of the month is again 
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25$ per copy 
Q u a n t i t y D i s c o u n t 

Heavy embossed cover, gold & blue 

THE N E W - C H U R C H PRESS 
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Services were conducted at the C a m 
bridge chapel by the Reverends E v e r e t t 
K . B r a y and F r a n k l i n H . B lackin -
I n t e r m e n t at M t . A u b u r n C e m e t e r v . — 
E . K . B . 

BORN 
R O O T . — B o r n to M r . and M r s . 

R i c h a r d C . Root a son George C h a n d l e r . 
T h e y make their home at T a r p o n 
S p r i n g s , F l a . 

BAPTIZED 
S U M M E R V I L L E . — R i c h a r d D a v i d , i n 

fant son of M r . and M r s . L a r r y S u m -
mervi l le of Washington and formerly of 
F r a n k f o r d , P a . , was baptized J u n e 14 
at the C h u r c h of the H o l y C i t y , W a s h 
ington, D . C , the minister , the Rev . 
W i n . F . W u n s c h , officiating. M r s . S u m -
mervi l le is the daughter of M r s . George 
S m i t h . 

• 
F O O R . — R o b e r t L e e , son of M r . and 

M r s . Robert F o o r , L a P o r t e , I n d . , So
ciety was baptized in the church by the 
vis i t ing general pastor , the Rev . I m -
manuel T a f e l , J u n e 14. 

• 
T h o m a s W e b s t e r , K e n n e t h R o w l a n d . 

K a r e n R u t h , chi ldren of R i c h a r d R . and 
A n n a M . Fox; J a m e s L l o y d , son of 
L l o y d Robert a n d K a z u k o T a k e u c h i 
Bartlett; K a z u k o T a k e u c h i Bartlett 
( M r s . L l o y d R o b e r t B a r t l e t t ) , were 
baptized in the F r y e b u r g , M e . , c h u r c h . 
J u n e 14, the pastor , the R e v . H o r a c e 
W . B r i g g s , officiating. 

CONFIRMED 
M R O Z I N I S K I , F O O R . — J u d i t h D a r l e n e 

M r o z i n i s k i and Connie J e a n F o o r were 
confirmed at the c h u r c h of the L a P o r t e . 
I n d . , Society J u n e 14, the ReAr. I m -
manuel T a f e l officiating. 

Wins Rotary Cup 
W i l l i a m C . R o g l e r , son of M r . and 

M r s . W i l l i a m Rogler of the Manchester 
N . H . Society , whose father is its pres 
ident, was a w a r d e d the R o t a r y Club ' s 
cup at Senior C l a s s D a y P r o g r a m , West 
H i g h , J u n e 12, as " t h e student showing 
the greatest promise of becoming a fac
tor in the outside Avorld." H e has been 
president of the student counci l , and 
member of other leading school groups. 

rWy H E needs and opportunities which 
* continually Ave are called upon to 
meet always exceed the extent of our 
resources. Please help us to help. 

P A U L SPERRY President 
P H I L I P M . ALDEN . . . Vice-President 
CHESTER T . COOK Treasurer 

17 B a r t l e t t A v e . , A r l i n g t o n , M a s s . 
L E S L I E MARSHALL . General Secretary 

380 V a n H o u t e n S t . , P a t e r s o n 1, N. J . 
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The New Social Approach III 
A community smaller or greater is 

neighbor, because it is the collective 
- a n ; and from this it follows that he 
xrho loves a community loves those of 
-horn the community consists; there-

re, he who loves and does rightly 
wards a community consults the good 

each individual.—TRUE C H R I S T I A N 
R E L I G I O N . 4 1 2 . 

I I I .—Maintaining Freedom in the 
Social Body. 

W E H A V E B E E N accustomed to take 
freedom for granted in our western 
democracies ; but today we have many 
-eminders that freedom is not neces
sarily se l f - sustaining . 

T h e value of freedom in a l l aspects 
and levels is nowhere emphasized more 
pointedly than in the wri t ings of E r a a n -
nel Swedenborg . D i s c u s s i n g the v a r i 
ous countries in which he l ived and 
travel led in the 18th century , S w e d e n 
borg s ingled out such countries as E n g 

ine! and H o l l a n d for specia l commen
tation. H e maintained that the high 
V v e l of l ife in those lands w a s largely 

ie to the fact that freedom was c h e r 
ished. 

T h e cit izens of those countries were 
free to w r i t e , speak and act in freedom, 
md need only re fra in from conduct so 

anti -social as to i n j u r e the lives of 
others or the common wel fare of the 
collective man. C o n v e r s e l y , some other 
ountries of E u r o p e harmed themselves 

hv c u r t a i l i n g freedom. H a t r e d , plot
ting and crime existed largely because 
the n o r m a l , free expressions of human 
personalities were suppressed and spon
taneous voicing of opinion was d iscour 
aged. 

W e of our generation value this great 
tradition of freedom. W e are even more 
convinced than were the men of the 
1 8th century that the ful l unfolding of 
the human personal i ty is contingent 
upon freedom to exereise one's best 
judgment in dai ly affairs and to pursue 
honest investigation t o w a r d the goal of 
truth. A t the same time, Ave are becom
ing apprehensive of gather ing threats 
to the free w a y of l i fe . W e are very 
conscious of the peri ls i n certa in 
quarters , but also we can profit b y r e 
minders that , unless we watch our emo
tions, we c a n be scared out of our free
doms. 

I n a recent assembly at Antiocli C o l 
lege, Y e l l o w S p r i n g s , O h i o , a member 
of the O h e r l i n College faculty w a r n e d 
his l isteners that a l l our zeal to guard 
against dangers from the tota l i tar ian 
left should not make us careless of pos
sible dangers from what he cal led the 
total itarian r ight . 

T h e s p e a k e r conceded that we do 
wel l to move against any plottings in 
our m i d s t ; but that, he contended, is 

only part of our inner defense of free
dom. T h e victory , at best, is p a r t i a l 
if . in our preoccupation, Ave lose sight 
of react ionary , fascist or semi - fascist 
forces which would util ize our fears of 
one well -defined enemy in the interests 
of other enemies less c lear ly seen. 

W e are a l l a w a r e that we are in a 
period of " i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . " I t is a 
legitimate Congress ional function to i n 
vestigate subversive trends in our midst , 
hut it is not wholesome to the general 
l ife i f , as a n accompaniment of such 
investigations, publ ic fears are so con
centrated on one p a r t i c u l a r k i n d of 
subversives as to exclude needed atten
tion to others. I t should not he charged 
that most investigators intend this to 
happen , but it is none the less true that 
the super-heated emotional cl imate of 
our time lends itself to such possibi l i 
ties. 

I ssues of freedom are p e c u l i a r l y 
highlighted in our approaches to the 
fields of education a n d rel igion. W e 
are f a m i l i a r with current efforts to de
tect subversive opinion and act ivi ty in 
schools and colleges. A n d Ave observe 
the apparent desire of some invest iga
tors to extend the field of inquiry even 
to the churches to find out whether 
church leaders or groups are " r e d . " 

A n outstanding recent example was 
a move to review the record of a promi 
nent bishop of the Methodist C h u r c h . 
G . B r o m l e y O x n a m . A congressional 
committee released a file p u r p o r t i n g to 
cover his connections and activities for 
years past . I n comment, the B i s h o p 
O x n a m himsel f declared that the file 
included merely " a collection of news
paper c l ippings , letterheads, letters and 
excerpts of speeches, e t c . " " C l e a r l y , " 
he said " i t can and does include any 
statements, true or false , that a per 
sonal enemy or crackpot may submit. 
. . . T h e effort was dc\'oted almost ex
c lusively to present me in the worst 
possible l ight , to collect al l invidious 
references to me without any attempt 
to cheek their a c c u r a c y , and made no 
reference to the essential nature of my 
work over y e a r s , which has been publ ic , 
open, and easi ly a v a i l a b l e . " 

A m o n g publ ic investigators conspicu
ous for fa irness , is M a r g a r e t C h a s e 
S m i t h , senator from M a i n e . She her
sel f is chairman of a n armed forces 
subcommittee, responsible for invest iga 
tions. M r s . Smith has shown herse l f 
well aware of the danger of establ ishing 
gui l t by association and innuendo rather 
than by actual proof. H e r reaction to 
a plea by the Nat ional C o u n c i l of 
C h u r c h e s for " f a i r and d igni f ied " pro 
cedures in investigations of educators 
and colleges was cordial and s y m p a 
thetic. She has expressed herse l f as 
sure that the m a j o r i t y of members 

of Congress do not feel that some 
" c h u r c h e s are ' r e d ' or have become 
agents of c o m m u n i s m . " 

E n o u g h , we hope, has been cited to 
emphasize the need of keeping cool 
heads in a time of g r o w i n g emotional 
tension and excitement. W e are al l 
agreed that proven subversives should 
be weeded out from pulpit or c lass 
room. W e are equally agreed that m i n 
isters a n d teachers should utter their 
honest opinions, present freely the r e 
sults of their honest research . W e do 
not want in our midst those who would 
overturn democracy. I n point of fact , 
the subversives most dreaded are con
spicuous for their lack of mental inde
pendence and integrity . 

B u t a c r i n g i n g , pressured " l o y a l t y " 
in p u l p i t and c lass -room could never 
give us the s p i r i t u a l and intellectual 
guidance which we need today as no 
generation ever needed it . O u r ardent , 
thoroughly laudable desire to he saved 
from total i tar ianism should he balanced 
by a determination to he saved from all 
forces Avhich would Avarp our natural 
integrity and place shackles on heart 
and m i n d . — E A R L C . H A M L T O N . 

World's "Biggest G lobe" To 
Be Constructed at Institute 

Considerable notice was given in the 
Boston press M a y 23 , to ceremonies at 
tending the first steps in the construc
tion at the Babson Inst i tute , Wel les ley 
H i l l s , M a s s . , of the world 's largest re
volving globe. 

A l r e a d y famed for its immense ter 
r e s t r i a l re l ie f map P r e s i d e n t EdAvard 
B . H i n c k l e y states the new globe, w h i c h 
is the idea of Roger B a b s o n , founder 
of the Inst i tute , w i l l give the first true 
visual izat ion of the world as a Avhole. 
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Question Box 
Question: What is the state after 

death of those who commit suicide? 
Have they not deliberately broken the 
F i f t h Commandment? 

Answer: Our Church writ ings have 
l i t t l e of a definite nature to te l l us re
garding the future state of those who 
take their own lives: we must therefore 
draw upon our general knowledge of 
our teachings to help us find a reason
able answer to this interesting question. 

I t goes without saying, of course, 
that committing suicide is contrary to 
divine order, hut how far such an ac
t ion , in itself , determines the future 
state, is quite another matter. A per
son's future state, whether i t he i n 
heaven or hel l , is not determined by any 
single action, good or evi l , rather i t is 
determined by the nature of the i n d i 
vidual's ru l ing love, and this is a matter 
of deliberate choice. The nature of any 
action, at any time, therefore, depends 
upon the motive which prompts the 
doing of i t . 

This was made clear by the L o r d in 
the Sermon on the Mount when He 
declared, "Ye have heard that i t 
was said to them of old time, Thou 
shah not k i l l , and whosoever shall k i l l 
shall he in danger of the judgment : 
but I say unto you, that whosoever is 
angry wi th his brother without a cause, 
shall be in danger of the judgment . " 

Here the L o r d pointed out that the 
evil to he avoided lay in the motive, 
whether i t resulted in being "angry 
with the brother without a cause," or 
the taking of the brother's l i fe . 

Clearly i t is hatred in the heart, to 
wards another, dr iv ing a person on to 
the ultimate act of k i l l i n g — m u r d e r — 
which is a violation of the F i f t h Com
mandment. The soldier who ki l ls in 
defense of his country and loved ones; 
the police officer who takes a human l i fe 
in protecting the community against a 
dangerous c r imina l : these, in the 
opinion of the wr i ter , anyway, arc not 
gui l ty of breaking the Commandment, 
even though they do take human l i f e . 
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This teaching must be taken into 
account, in considering the future 
state of one who takes his own 
l i fe . I t is inherent in every normal 
human being, to cl ing to l i fe . There
fore we should expect to find excep
tional circumstances to exist where 
anyone goes contrary to that desire to 
live. Certainly i t is unthinkable that 
anyone who commits suicide does so 
from any feeling of hatred of himself, 
such as that which fills the heart of a 
murderer towards his vict im. No one 
ki l ls himself because he hates himself. 
I t is difficult to believe that any person, 
l i v ing a normal l i f e , and in his r ight 
mind, would deliberately take his own 
l i f e . 

The t r u t h seems to he, that the sui 
cide must he laboring under a tremen
dous mental or emotional upheaval 
when he commits the disorderly act. H e 
faces a situation which to him at the 
time appears unbearable. He has lost 
his balance. He certainly is net act
ing " i n freedom according to reason." 
I t is easy for those who only see the 
action, to condemn i t as " coward ly " : to 
say that i t is "not the way out," and 
even condemn the vict im as evil-minded, 
hut what do they, or we, know of the 
terrible struggle which must have gone 
on in the mind of a suicide, before he 
was brought to a state where he could 
commit such a terrible action? 

What , then, shall we say as to the 
future state of those who take their 
own lives? We are total ly incapable 
of passing judgment. As already 
stated, the taking of human l i f e , under 
any circumstance, is contrary to divine 
order, and as such, is to be avoided, i f 
at a l l possible. Nevertheless, the u l t i 
mate destiny of no one is determined 
by a single act, either good or evil . 

Each of us w i l l find his or her u l t i 
mate dwell ing, in the realm of l ight or 
darkness, according to the nature of 
the love which dominates at al l times. 
And that love is not the result of anv 

The NEW CHURCH 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 
Four-year course for the ministry, 

including the B . D . degree by 
cooperation w i t h neighboring 

seminaries. 
Home Study in the teachings o f 

the Church is available. 

For information apply to 
Rev. Everett K. Bray 

President 

hasty emotional outbreak, nor mental 
disturbance: i t is the result to deliber
ate choice, made possible by the divine 
g i f t of freedom. 

I f , and when that freedom is for any 
reason interfered w i t h , by forces either 
wi th in or without the person, what may 
then be said or done does not affect the 
eternal destiny. 

I t is the ruling love of the person 
who commits suicide that determines his 
or her future state, not merely that one 
rash action. Such persons deserve our 
utmost sympathy, not our hasty con
d e m n a t i o n . — W I L L I A M H . B E A L E S . 
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