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There is one God, and He is 
the L o r d and Savior Jesus Christ . 

• 
The W o r d is D iv ine and con

tains a sp i r i tua l or inner meaning 
whereby is revealed the way. 

• 
Saving fa i th is to believe i n 

H i m and keep the Commandments 
of H i s W o r d . 

• 
E v i l is to be shunned as sin 

against God. 

Human l i f e is unbroken and 
continuous, and the wor ld of the 
sp ir i t is real and near. 



PENTECOST: BIRTHDAY OF THE 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH COMMEMORATED 
by Leon C. Le Van 

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.—ACTS 2 :3 , 4. 

H E d a y o f Pentecost is general ly regarded as 
the b i r t h d a y of the C h u r c h . Before Pentecost, 

the Apostles were f e a r f u l and f r u s t r a t e d . A f t e r 
Pentecost, they were endued w i t h power. 

Pentecost, of course, means fifty days , o r the 
f i f t i e t h d a y a f t e r the opening o f Passover week. 
T h u s , d u r i n g the fifty days before Pentecost , the 
disciples n o t on ly saw the L o r d ' s t r i u m p h a l e n t r y 
i n t o Jerusa lem, fol lowed by H i s b e t r a y a l , t r i a l , 
c r u c i f i x i o n , and r e s u r r e c t i o n , b u t they also saw 
H i m several times d u r i n g the f o r t y days p r i o r to 
H i s Ascension. 

A f t e r Ascension, the disciples knew not what to 
do. T h e y were t h o r o u g h l y perplexed, the i r on ly 
exp l i c i t ac t i on being the election o f another member 
to replace Judas I s c a r i o t . 

B u t on Pentecost the sound of a " r u s h i n g m i g h t y 
w i n d " was heard . People flocked to the house of 
the U p p e r R o o m . T h e r e the Twelve saw a fire 
above the i r heads. I t d iv ided i n t o tongues of flame, 
one r e s t i n g u p o n the head of each disc iple . As the 
throngs of the c i t y gathered a t the house, Peter 
preached his first C h r i s t i a n sermon. H e t o l d the 
Jews p l a i n l y t h a t they had cruci f ied Jesus of N a z a 
r e t h , b u t t h a t H e had risen f r o m the dead, and was 
both L o r d and God . So p o w e r f u l was Peter 's ser
mon t h a t about 3,000 of his hearers were bapt ized 
and became Chr i s t ians t h a t day of Pentecost. 

I n o rder t o unders tand t h a t Pentecostal event 
more a c c u r a t e l y , let us t r y t o f o r m a detai led p i c 
t u r e o f i t . T h e disciples, m a i n l y Gal i leans, were 
simple men. T h e Gal i lean dialect was crude. I t is 
a questiom whether more t h a n three o r f o u r o f the 
Twelve could read o r w r i t e . Those simple men had 
no knowledge of science, ph i l o sophy , theo logy , o r 
even the rud iments o f g e o g r a p h y o r h i s t o r y . T h e y 
had been a f r a i d o f the Jewish a u t h o r i t i e s . T h e y 
had been w i t h o u t a leader. Jesus h a d t o l d them t o 
w a i t i n Jerusa lem, and they d id no t know what they 
were w a i t i n g f o r . Aside , as we have seen, f r o m 
choosing M a t h i a s t o replace Judas , they seemed 
helpless. 

T h e y were i n constant p r a y e r . T h e y had the 
" b r e a k i n g of b r e a d " together . T h e y d i d not cease 
to believe t h a t the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t was m i n d f u l 
of them and would show them H i s w a y a t the r i g h t 
t ime. W h e n the sound o f the " r u s h i n g m i g h t y w i n d " 
was heard , i t ev ident ly sounded t h r o u g h o u t the c i t y . 
T h e n the flames of fire settled on the heads of the 
chosen Twe lve , and they began t o prophesy and 
speak words which were understood by those who 

came f r o m a l l the d i f ferent countr ies of the known 
w o r l d . 

T h e greatest mirac le was Peter himsel f . Y o u re
member i t was on ly a few weeks before, t h a t Peter 
had denied Jesus i n the palace of the h i g h pr i es t . 
N o w th is d isc iple s tood f o r t h and spoke f o r the 
ent i re g r o u p . Some o f those who had come t o the 
house o f the U p p e r R o o m , and h e a r i n g the others 
speaking i n s t range tongues, began to scoff : "These 
men are f u l l o f new w i n e " — t h a t is, " T h i s is n o t h 
i n g b u t a d r u n k e n debauch . " 

T h e n i t was t h a t Peter declared himself . W e 
j u d g e he stood on the steps o f the c o u r t y a r d and 
addressed the t h r o n g . As we hear p a r t o f his sermon 
t o d a y , let us remember th i s is the same Peter who 
recent ly had feared to admi t even t o a servant g i r l 
t h a t he so much as knew Jesus : 

14. T h e n Peter , s t a n d i n g u p w i t h the Eleven , 
l i f t e d u p his voice, and said u n t o t h e m : Y e men of 
Judea , and a l l ye t h a t dwel l a t Jerusa lem, be this 
k n o w n u n t o y o u , and hearken t o m y words . . . . 

22 . . . . Jesus of N a z a r e t h , a man a p p r o v e d of 
God among y o u , by miracles and wonders and signs, 
which God d i d b y h im in the m i d s t o f y o u , as ye 
yourselves also know. 

23 . H i m , be ing delivered by the determinate coun
sel and foreknowledge of G o d , ye have t a k e n , and 
by wicked hands have cruci f ied and s la in . 

24 . W h o m G o d h a t h raised u p , h a v i n g loosed the 
pains o f d e a t h ; because i t was n o t possible t h a t he 
should be holden o f i t . . . . 

29 . M e n and b r e t h r e n , let me freely speak. . . . 
32 . T h i s Jesus h a t h God raised u p , whereof wc 

a l l are witnesses. 
33 . T h e r e f o r e be ing by the r i g h t hand of God 

exal ted and h a v i n g received of the F a t h e r the p r o m 
ise of the H o l y Ghost , he h a t h shed f o r t h t h i s , which 
ye now sec and hear. 

36. T h e r e f o r e , let a l l the house of I s r a e l know 
assuredly, t h a t G o d h a t h made t h a t same Jesus, 
whom ye have cruc i f ied , b o t h L o r d and C h r i s t . 

W h e n Peter finished addressing the c r o w d i n these 
and m a n y other words , they were conscience s t r i cken 
and asked w h a t they should do. H e said t o them, 
" R e p e n t , and be bapt ized every one of y o u . " T h e n 
the w r i t e r of Acts adds : " T h e y t h a t g l a d l y received 
his w o r d were b a p t i z e d ; and the same d a y there were 
added u n t o them about 3,000 souls . " 

T h i s is the substance of the Pentecost experience. 
On t h a t d a y the apostles were bapt ized w i t h the H o l y 
S p i r i t and w i t h fire. F r o m t h a t t ime f o r t h they 
were no longer perplexed. A l l d o u b t i n g ended. E a c h 
had his t a s k . E a c h had his ca l l . T h e i r lives were 
no longer the i r own, b u t were theirs to use f o r C h r i s t 
whatever the f u t u r e should b r i n g . 

F r o m t h a t d a y f o r t h , they a l l began to teach and 
t o preach bo ld ly t h a t C h r i s t was the Risen Messiah, 

l 



t h a t H e was L o r d and G o d , and t h a t men should 
repent and come t o H i m . T h e g r e a t w o r k of P a u l , 
and the subsequent spread of the church a r o u n d the 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n basin ( a n d l a t e r t h r o u g h o u t the 
w o r l d ) was a consequence o f t h a t first Pentecost D a y 
when the H o l y S p i r i t t r a n s f o r m e d the lives o f the 
f e a r f u l disciples, c h a n g i n g them f r o m doubt t o f a i t h . 

L e t us now ask w h a t was the H o l y S p i r i t t h a t 
bapt ized the disciples w i t h fire, and whether t h a t 
d iv ine S p i r i t has consequence f o r the C h u r c h t o d a y . 
T h e H o l y S p i r i t is the power of the divine o p e r a t i o n 
i n human lives. I n the d a y o f the apostles, the H o l y 
S p i r i t served as an energizer. T h e one G o d , the 
L o r d the Savior Jesus C h r i s t c lar i f ied the t h o u g h t s 
and energized the w i l l o f H i s fo l lowers . 

I n t h a t s t r e n g t h e n i n g power of G o d , Peter and 
the others went f o r t h and spread the C h u r c h f r o m 
l a n d t o l a n d and sea t o sea. H a d the t r u e f a i t h 
o f the first disciples cont inued , Chr is tendom would 
now be a universa l house of l i g h t . B u t w i t h the d i v i 
sion of God i n t o three Persons and the development 
o f the C h u r c h i n t o an i n s t r u m e n t o f power and p e r 
secution, the C h u r c h o f C h r i s t s t i l l awaits i ts blessed 
s tate . T h e S p i r i t of T r u t h is the H o l y S p i r i t . As 
the S p i r i t o f the L o r d moved the first disciples w i t h 
zeal t o spread the C h u r c h on e a r t h , so now t h a t 
C h u r c h needs the H o l y S p i r i t o f t r u t h to open the 
S c r i p t u r e s and regenerate the i n d i v i d u a l m i n d and 
hear t . 

W h e n a man o r woman "receives the H o l y S p i r i t " 
( t o b o r r o w S c r i p t u r a l l a n g u a g e ) , the first t h i n g o f 
which he is assured is progress . N o one can receive 
the H o l y S p i r i t or S p i r i t o f T r u t h and remain s p i r i t 
u a l l y immovable . S p i r i t means l i f e . S p i r i t means 
a c t i v i t y . T h e s p i r i t o f t r u t h is the s trongest ener
gizer or a c t i v a t o r of our i n t e r n a l minds . As the 
s p i r i t o f G o d or H o l y S p i r i t "moves " or " b r o o d s " 
u p o n the waters o f y o u r m i n d , they become p r e g n a n t 
w i t h the c rea t i on of a new i n t e r n a l w o r l d . T h a t 
w o r l d is the w o r l d of the s p i r i t . 

Those who have n o t received the H o l y S p i r i t 
l ive i n the mere e x t e r n a l w o r l d . T h e i r lives belong 
t o t h a t w o r l d alone. T h e y do n o t experience and 
cannot conceive of a g rea ter and more g lor ious k i n g 
dom o f G o d w i t h i n . O n l y divine t r u t h , which is 
the d iv ine o p e r a t i o n o r H o l y S p i r i t o f the L o r d Jesus 
C h r i s t , can unvei l t h a t heavenly w o r l d w i t h i n . Such 
an u n v e i l i n g is n o t the w o r k of a moment. I t m a y 
he well begun w i t h the t h o r o u g h r e a d i n g of one such 
book as Heaven and Its Wonders and Hell, or 
Apocalypse Revealed, o r True Christian Religion, 

Depends On the Individual 
H o w q u i c k l y or how t h o r o u g h l y the S p i r i t of God 

can do the divine w o r k i n anyone's l i f e depends 
l a r g e l y on the i n d i v i d u a l himsel f . B u t th i s is c e r t a i n . 
I f the H o l y S p i r i t has bapt i zed y o u w i t h the divine 
fire, y o u have set y o u r feet on a p a t h of endless 
progress . Peter d i d n o t know t h a t his sermon w o u l d 
cont inue i ts w o r k even t o th i s h o u r . B u t the H o l y 
S p i r i t cannot be s topped. I f deflected i n t o false 
channels, i t w i l l break i ts bonds. I f crushed t o e a r t h , 
i t w i l l rise aga in . H e who is bapt i zed w i t h the H o l y 
S p i r i t and fire has entered i n t o a new w o r l d ; and 

the first promise of t h a t b a p t i s m is t h a t i t leads t o 
endless progress . 

T h e second effect i n one who has received the 
H o l y S p i r i t is t h a t he comes t o know God as the 
L o r d Jesus C h r i s t . T h a t was the first message o f 
Peter . Peter preached the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t . I n 
the C h r i s t i a n w o r l d the knowledge of the L o r d Jesus 
C h r i s t as the one and on ly G o d of Heaven and e a r t h 
has been obscured. M a n y suppose t h a t C h r i s t was 
on ly a good m a n . S t i l l more suppose H e is the 
Second Person of the T r i n i t y . 

Chr i s t ians say t h a t H e is the Son of G o d , t h o u g h 
they do no t know w h a t t h a t expression means. Few 
indeed are they who perceive and unders tand t h a t 
the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t is God i n the f o r m o f m a n — 
the visible God i n whom is the invis ible , as the soul 
is i n the body . 

A Mystery To Many 
T o Post -Nicenc theo logy , G o d has been l a r g e l y a 

m y s t e r y . Endless books are w r i t t e n on the subject 
of the incomprehensible, invis ib le , unknowable God . 
God is called energy. G o d is cal led evo lut i on . God 
is called n a t u r a l law. God is called the universe. 
God is called chemical , p h y s i c a l , or m a t h e m a t i c a l 
p r inc ip l e s . G o d is called power or l i f e o r r e c i p r o c i t y . 
So m a n y conceptions of God are e x t a n t i n C h r i s t e n 
dom t h a t one could spend years r e a d i n g on the sub
j e c t ; bu t few o f those books would give any idea 
t h a t the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t is G o d of Heaven and 
e a r t h . I f a man o r woman has been bapt ized w i t h 
the H o l y S p i r i t or S p i r i t of T r u t h , he knows t h a t 
the L o r d is G o d . 

T h e t h i r d effect of rece iv ing the H o l y S p i r i t is 
t h a t t r u t h becomes in te l l i g ib l e . Be fore t r u t h can 
do i t s w o r k f o r a man o r woman, i t must be i n t e l 
l ig ib le . M y s t e r y re l ig ions , such as deal in menta l 
hocus pocus, are no p a r t of the H o l y S p i r i t of G o d . 
T r u t h is l u c i d . T r u t h is clear. T h e p u r e r the 
t r u t h , the more l u c i d i ts l i g h t i n our minds . T h e 
t r u t h s of heaven are a c t u a l l y less d i f f i cu l t o f compre
hension t h a n the p l a i n t r u t h s of mathematics . 

W h e n the S p i r i t of T r u t h , wh i ch is the H o l y 
S p i r i t , takes h o l d o f our minds , the W o r d of G o d 
begins t o unvei l i ts i n t e r n a l meanings. E v e r y such 
u n v e i l i n g is a window o f heaven. " T r y me, and see 
i f I w i l l n o t open u n t o thee the windows o f heaven." 

Some rel ig ious g roups teach t h a t the S p i r i t of 
G o d t h r o w s men i n t o i r r a t i o n a l ecstasies. Those 
enthusiast ic f a i t h s which destroy r a t i o n a l i t y and 
s u p p l a n t i t w i t h emot ional ism and fanat i c i sm are 
as f a r f r o m the S p i r i t of T r u t h as the east is f r o m 
the west. T h e H o l y S p i r i t does not destroy our 
r a t i o n a l i t y , l ike s t r o n g d r i n k consuming a man's 
intel l igence. E c s t a t i c re l ig ions such as those whose 
adherents shout a l o u d , o r t a k e u p serpents, or p e r 
f o r m " f a i t h cures " are h i g h l y s i m i l a r t o d r u g s . T h e 
more emot iona l t u r m o i l they produce , the more is the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g closed t o r a t i o n a l l i g h t . 

T r u t h is l ike clear w a t e r . T r u t h is l ike sun l i ght . 
T r u t h is l ike m o r n i n g , or the sh in ing o f s tars . T h e 
L o r d is cal led the M o r n i n g S t a r — c l e a r , l u c i d , beau
t i f u l , h e r a l d of the new day . Peter 's sermon was 

164 



clear as a be l l . T h e H o l y C i t y New Jerusalem has 
i l i g h t whi ch is " l i k e u n t o a stone most prec ious , 

en like a j a s p e r stone, clear as c r y s t a l . " E t e r n a l 
progress . Knowledge of the L o r d . T h e i n t e l l i g i 
b i l i t y o f t r u t h . These are the first f r u i t s o f the 
H o l y S p i r i t in a man's or woman's l i f e . 

T h e last effect of rece iv ing the H o l y S p i r i t is the 
awakening of the love o f uses. Those here re f e r red 
t o arc the uses of the k i n g d o m o f G o d . W h a t e v e r 
ministers t o f a i t h ; whatever ministers t o l ove ; w h a t -

r ministers t o the presence o f God i n our lives is 
i use o f the k i n g d o m of God . ' ' T h e k i n g d o m o f God 

is a k i n g d o m of uses." A l l the uses o f t h a t k i n g d o m 
have love t o the L o r d and love towards the neighbor 
as t h e i r m o t i v a t i n g power. 

N o t a l l can be minis ters . N o t a l l can be rel igious 
teachers. B u t each i n his way and her way can be 
ict ive in the l i fe o f the c h u r c h , which is God's k i n g 

dom on e a r t h . Those who are eager and ardent to 
work i n the church on e a r t h w i l l be eager and a r d e n t 
in the uses o f the k i n g d o m o f heaven. Those who 
are l u k e w a r m here w i l l be l u k e w a r m there. I t is 
h a r d to t h i n k o f a l u k e w a r m angel . I t is equal ly 
h a r d t o t h i n k of a l u k e w a r m C h r i s t i a n who has been 
bapt ized w i t h the H o l y S p i r i t and w i t h fire. 

OUR LORD'S HEALING 
After these things the Lord appointed other sev

enty also, and sent them two and two before his face 
into every city and place, whither he himself would 
come."—LUKE 1 0 : 1 . 

51** E T us consider together some of the thoughts 
I have had w i t h reference t o the hea l ing powers 

o f o u r L o r d and w h a t p a r t man has t o do w i t h this 
power. 

P r a c t i c a l l y a l l of o u r p r e a c h i n g , t each ing , and 
t h i n k i n g i n the church has p laced i t s m a j o r empha
sis u p o n the teach ing o f our L o r d — t h u s as the G r e a t 
Teacher , bu t we have bare ly touched u p o n the sur 
face o f his powers t o heal . 

Y e t i n the Gospels a very l a rge p o r t i o n of our 
L o r d ' s m i n i s t r y t o man has t o do w i t h H i s powers 
t o heal the sick, the maimed, the b l i n d , and the 
wretched. W e have m a n y pamphlets on the l i f e a f t e r 
death and k i n d r e d subjects , b u t l i t t l e t h a t m i g h t 
help the sick when i n distress or p a i n . 

F u r t h e r , a l t h o u g h we have had a few art ic les p u b 
lished i n T H E M E S S E N G E R f r o m t ime t o t ime on the 
menta l aspects of illness, these m o s t l y are by spe
cial ists i n the field of psycho logy , b u t h a r d l y a n y 
t h i n g o f a rea l ly p r a c t i c a l n a t u r e has appeared i n 
New C h u r c h l i t e r a t u r e . 

T h e n t o o , there have been a l l manner of cults 
and sects i n the p a s t h a l f c e n t u r y which have come 
f o r t h w i t h the i r f a i t h cures and m e n t a l heal ings, 
r a n g i n g a l l the way f r o m the sublime to the r i d i c u 
lous. However , w i t h modern p s y c h i a t r y p l a y i n g 
such an i m p o r t a n t ro le in the relat ionships o f our 
menta l states t o t h a t of the p h y s i c a l , i t would seem 
t i m e l y t h a t we give some v igorous t h o u g h t t o what 
there is i n the New Chureh t h a t may give us hope 
and good cheer. 

Peter reflects the t r u e t y p e o f C h r i s t i a n on t h a t 
first day of Pentecost , when lie stood f o r t h in the 
midst of the unbel ieving t h r o n g and spoke the words 
t h a t the L o r d gave h i m . N o t a l l the disciples were 
l ike Peter . B u t each d i d his p a r t i n the days t h a t 
f o l l o w e d ; and the result o f t h e i r labors was the f o u n 
d a t i o n of the C h r i s t i a n church . 

T h e r e is no subs t i tu te f o r workers in the Church 
of C h r i s t . T h e H o l y S p i r i t enlightens o u r minds. 
T h e H o l y S p i r i t moves o u r hearts . T h e H o l y S p i r i t 
b r ings us t o the thresho ld o f progress and gives us 
the love o f s p i r i t u a l uses. B u t y o u and I , and a l l 
who are to fill t h e i r t r u e place in the " F a t h e r ' s house 
of m a n y mans ions" must do the i r own p a r t in the l i fe 
of the C h u r c h and i n the i n t e r n a l goods and t r u t h s 
o f the soul. 

L e t us honor the b i r t h d a y of the F i r s t Dispensa
t i o n of the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h . L e t us h o n o r the 
Pentecostal sermon of Peter the fisherman, who be
came a " f i sher of m e n . " 

G o d g r a n t t h a t we who are at the thresho ld of 
the New C h r i s t i a n dispensation m a y do our p a r t 
as f a i t h f u l l y as Peter and the first disciples who set 
out on t h e r w o r k on Pentecost. 

(Mr. Le Van is minister at Pittsburgh, Pa.) 

MINISTRY by Isaac G. Ens 

Indeed there is a g r o u p of ministers i n the various 
churches who feel t h a t there should come f o r t h w h a t 
they c a l l a C h r i s t i a n P s y c h o l o g y — t h u s f r o m the 
C h r i s t i a n o r the New C h u r c h p o i n t of view g o i n g 
beyond t h a t of the secular. 

L e t us now consider a few of the m a n y S c r i p t u r e s , 
passages which deal w i t h this phase of the L o r d ' s 
m i n i s t r y , first as t o H i s power t o h e a l : B o t h i n the 
O l d Tes tament and i n the New, there are any n u m 
ber o f accounts where " o u r L o r d touched the sick 
and made them w e l l " ; " m i x e d c lay and s p i t t l e and 
restored the s i g h t " ; " f e l t power g o i n g o u t of h i m 
as someone touched the hem of his g a r m e n t " ; "asked 
the lame to t a k e u p t h e i r bed and w a l k . " 

I n these passages and m a n y others , the palsied, 
p a r a l y t i c and lepers ,—people w i t h a l l manner of 
diseases are healed ; b u t note t h a t i n near ly every 
case, i f no t i n a l l instances, the p a t i e n t is asked or 
required t o c a r r y his share of the respons ib i l i ty 
t o o k , thus to cooperate w i t h the L o r d . 

Yes, indeed the very tree o f l i f e spoken of b o t h 
i n Genesis and the Revelation " y i e lded her f r u i t 
every m o n t h and the leaves of the tree were f o r the 
hea l ing of the n a t i o n s . " 

T o be sure, much o f the hea l ing was regarded as 
of a miraculous n a t u r e — t h u s " o u t of this w o r l d , " 
s t range and d i f f e r e n t ; bu t even on the question of 
miracles there is much t o be said p r o and con. 

U s u a l l y a n y t h i n g t h a t was not understood was 
cal led a mirac le i n those days . A n d c e r t a i n l y many 
of the th ings we take f o r g r a n t e d t o d a y , such as the 
r a d i o , te levis ion, and other invent ions , would have 
been miracu lous t o the people then. Nonetheless 
there is no desire to ru le o u t the sub jec t o f miracles , 
f o r the w o r l d is f u l l o f t h e m . 

165 



B u t qui te aside f r o m the subject of miracles there 
may he other reasons why modern man has been 
hes i tant t o touch u p o n a r a t h e r compl icated f ield. 
T h e r e is the common misuse and abuse of S c r i p t u r e 
by the u l t r a - l i t e r a l i s t i c Chr i s t i ans who even t o th i s 
d a y would take such th ings as the power t o l i f t u p 
snakes and serpents i n a v e r y l i t e r a l way . F o r a l 
ways we have our exh ib i t i on i s t " evange l i s t s " w i t h 
us who l ike the sensational f o r the axes they have 
t o g r i n d . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g a l l of these object ions there are 
a few th ings i n the New C h u r c h which should prove 
extremely h e l p f u l i n t ime of sickness, distress or p a i n . 
L e t us look a t some of them. 

N o w here are some o f the th ings t h a t I have been 
t h i n k i n g in these m a n y days a t the h o s p i t a l : F i r s t , 
i t w o u l d seem t h a t our minds be ing very active i n 
t h i n k i n g a n y w a y , t h a t we thus give expression t o 
some r a t h e r useful t h o u g h t s — t h a t is, t o concentrate 
the m i n d u p o n w o r t h y subjects t o keep i t p reoccu 
p ied lest one sinks i n t o menta l states of g loom and 
s e l f - p i t y . 

I f y o u w i l l r eca l l , even Alcohol i cs A n o n y m o u s 
which does so much f o r the alcoholics , requires of 
every p a t i e n t t h a t he acknowledge the Supreme B e i n g 
i n one f o r m or another . W i t h o u t t h a t they w i l l 
n o t tack le the j o b . 

T h i s seems qu i te i n keeping w i t h the two g r e a t 
commandments : " T h o u sha l t love the L o r d t h y G o d 
w i t h a l l t h y h e a r t and m i n d and soul and t h y ne igh 
bor as t h y s e l f , " f o r w i t h o u t God we are helpless. 
Indeed i t is the L o r d who is the G r e a t P h y s i c i a n 
and o u r acknowledgment of H i m i n a v e r y p r a c t i c a l 
way is i m p o r t a n t . T h u s to keep the m i n d s ta id 
upon H i m . 

A second g r e a t t h o u g h t well recognized by modern 
psychologists is t h a t we should give t h o u g h t t o 
someone outside of ourselves. T h i s is i n keep ing w i t h 
b o t h the love o f the ne ighbor and w i t h t h a t famous 
s c r i p t u r e which says " F o r whosoever w i l l save his 
l i f e shal l lose i t b u t whosoever lose his l i f e f o r m y 
sake, the same shal l save i t . " Luke 9 :24 . Indeed, 
there is no such t h i n g as l i v i n g in i so la t i on to y o u r 
self, f o r a lways there are those who are much worse 
off t h a n we are . 

F u r t h e r , a question o f our f a i t h is i m p o r t a n t , thus 
i ts n a t u r e and i ts a b i l i t y to w i t h s t a n d the stress and 
s t r a i n of t r i a l and t e m p t a t i o n . A g a i n , the modern 
p s y c h i a t r i s t is qui te free t o a d m i t t h a t unless the 
p a t i e n t has f a i t h o f some k i n d a l l the t r e a t m e n t i n 
the w o r l d is of no a v a i l ; man must believe i n order 
to conquer. A n d r i g h t here so much depends u p o n 
the n a t u r e o f t h a t f a i t h and how deep rooted i t is 
w i t h us. I f i t is s i m p l y a m a t t e r of some vague 
no t i on t h a t we m a y have i t , i t m a y n o t be v e r y 
p o t e n t t o begin w i t h . 

F o r t u n a t e l y f o r the New C h u r c h m a n , whose whole 
a t t i t u d e of l i f e is invo lved , there is n o t on ly the 
w i l l t o l ive , b u t there is the sure conv i c t i on o f the 
s p i r i t u a l emphasis. T o u c h i n g u p o n the s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d and the l ike gives tremendous power and 
s t r e n g t h . I n f a c t , one sees the prospect o f th i s 

w o r l d s l i p p i n g a w a y , w h a t is there other t h a n this 
s p i r i t u a l out look upon th ings? I t is based upon 
knowledge, u n d e r s t a n d i n g , r eve la t i on , in f in i te love 
and wisdom. 

Swedenborg f r e q u e n t l y reminds us o f the i m p o r 
tance of our a f f i rmations . T h a t is a pos i t ive ou t l ook , 
n o t negat ive , and th i s too would seem extremely 
wholesome. Indeed, I f u l l well remember how U n i t y 
i n Kansas C i t y used t o repeat i ts a f f i rmat ion over 
and over aga in , thus t h a t they m i g h t s t i ck , o f ten 
u s i n g Swedenborg, b u t on ly those p a r t s t h a t they 
wanted . Y e t in the New C h u r c h there is so much 
t h a t we can be t r u l y affirmed about as t o the n a t u r e 
o f o u r souls and our e n t r y i n t o the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . 
I n shor t there is no place f o r pessimism or g loom 
or despair . 

N o r do we w a n t t o f o r g e t the power of providence 
and w h a t a c o m f o r t i n g t h o u g h t t h a t is . A n d this 
i n a v e r y p r a c t i c a l w a y : "Cons ider the lilies how 
they g r o w : they t o i l n o t , they spin n o t ; and yet I 
say to y o u , t h a t Solomon i n a l l his g l o r y was not 
a r r a y e d l ike one o f these. I f then God so clothe 
the grass , which t o d a y is i n the field, and t o m o r r o w 
is c*ist i n t o the oven ; how much more w i l l he clothe 
y o u , O ye of l i t t l e f a i t h . " T h e r e are so m a n y th ings 
i n providence as t o u c h i n g upon our fears, anxieties, 
worr ies , even mis for tunes , the L o r d ' s g u i d i n g hand 
i n sickness, t oo , t h a t loom u p s t r o n g i n the l i f e of 
heaven f o r good. 

P u t a l l these pr inc ip l es t oge ther , together w i t h 
others t h a t y o u m a y be t h i n k i n g about , and as you 
dwel l u p o n them you w i l l find t h a t y o u are a c t u a l l y 
rep len ish ing y o u r s p i r i t u a l resources w i t h f ood f o r 
t h o u g h t , no t l e t t i n g the m i n d dwell j u s t upon a 
single note , least o f a l l u p o n y o u r aches and pains . 

A n d so i n the l i f e o f the L o r d : W h e n w o r d went 
out t h a t H e was t o be cruc i f ied , whence came the 
power t o face the assault o f the hells, the scorn of 
men, the p a i n t h a t went t h r o u g h H i s body? W a s i t 
no t the power of t h a t in f in i te love and wisdom t h a t 
H e had f o r m a n k i n d i tse l f , thus to redeem and t o 
save the los t house of I s rae l ? 

T h r o u g h H i s ho ly W o r d everyone can d r a w the 
s t r e n g t h t o overcome a l l t e m p t a t i o n ; and too the 
W o r d has hea l ing i n i ts wings . 

(This is the second of a series, the first of which 
appeared in our April 4 number with editor's fore-
note.) 

A Contrast 
N i g h t has held close the earth 

I n the dark cloak of sleep, 
For hushed was birdsong, and 

The great wings of the wind 
Were folded. 

N i g h t gives a blessed peace, 
But Day a challenge brings, 

W i t h beauty* of the h i l l s , 
The wide arch of the sky, 

And wi th the sea. 

F A I T H L E A R D R E S S E R 
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EDITORIALS 

T h e Day of Pentecost 
\X E X T E C O S T p r o b a b l y is the most ancient re -
T** l igious fest iva l celebrated t o d a y . 

I n the old Jewish calendar, Pentecost, or the Feast 
o f Weeks, was dedicated to g r a t i t u d e to God f o r 
the g i f t t o N o a h of the " C o v e n a n t " ( i n v o l v i n g the 
regu lar and o r d e r l y sequence o f events i n the p h y -

i l universe—"seedt ime and h a r v e s t " ) . L a t e r . 
Pentecost became associated w i t h the g i v i n g of the 
L a w t o Moses a t M o u n t S i n a i , and i n m a n y countries 
there was a Jewish p r a c t i c e o f h o l d i n g services at 
which the Sc r ip tures were read a l l t h r o u g h the n i g h t . 

W h i l e most o ther Jewish festivals were j u s t f o r 
the i r own c o m m u n i t y , th i s one p a i d a g rea t deal of 
t t t e n t i o n t o i n c l u d i n g the s t r a n g e r , or those of other 

fa i ths who happened to be in the home or c o m m u n i t y 
i t the t i m e . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n Pentecost had i ts o r i g i n when 
the c o m m u n i t y a t Jerusa lem, 1 2 0 people, gathered 
together to celebrate this age-old f es t iva l , fifty days 
a f t e r the R e s u r r e c t i o n . A t t h a t t i m e , a c c o r d i n g 
to the second chapter o f Acts, the H o l y S p i r i t which 
Jesus had promised H i s fo l lowers , descended upon 
them in tongues of fire, and some 3 , 0 0 0 converts 
were made t o the new r e l i g i o n . M a n y h is tor ians date 
f r o m t h a t event the f o u n d i n g of the C h r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h , and in p a r t i c u l a r , i t s sense o f wor ldwide 
mission and respons ib i l i ty . 

I n the ear ly C h u r c h , Pentecost ranked w i t h C h r i s t 
mas and E a s t e r as the t h i r d g r e a t fest ival of the 
C h r i s t i a n year . T h e Pentecost per i od ( E a s t e r to 
W h i t s u n d a y ) was considered a t ime f o r special em
phasis on evangelism. W h i t s u n d a y ( W h i t e Sunday ) 
on which the fifty-day p e r i o d ends, was so called 
because o f the whi te garments o f ten w o r n by the 
devout at th i s f a v o r i t e p e r i o d f o r b a p t i s m . I t was 
considered one of the happiest times o f the C h u r c h 
calendar, and was celebrated w i t h songs and f e s t i 
vals .— -World Council of Churches Bulletin. 

C a r l Linnaeus 
( M a y 1 3 , 1 7 0 7 — J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1 7 7 8 ) 

A R L L I N N A E U S , the famous b o t a n i s t , was a 
c o u n t r y m a n and c o n t e m p o r a r y of Swedenborg's. 

T h e two men had other th ings i n common. B o t h 
were sons of c l e rgymen, bo th attended the U p s a l a 
U n i v e r s i t y , b o t h were eminent scientists and b o t h 
were members o f the Swedish Academy of Sciences. 
Indeed, i t was L inneaus , who as president of the 
Academy proposed , on November 1 0 , 1 7 4 0 , the 
name of o u r a u t h o r as a member of t h a t learned 
body. I n spite of t h i s , i t does not appear t h a t the 
two men were well acquainted . T h i s need not seem 
strange. A f t e r a l l , there were wide differences in 
the fields of l abor of these g i a n t s , in the c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
made by them and i n the general a p p r o a c h each 
employed. 

L innaeus was a special ist , a care fu l observer w i t h 
a passion f o r sys temat iz ing and c lass i fy ing . H e 

described w h a t he saw w i t h p a i n s t a k i n g accuracy . 
Swedenborg was a t h i n k e r whose m i n d ranged over 
a l l o f h u m a n knowledge. B y means of reason, i n 
t u i t i o n and percept i on of general pr inc ip les he 
probed i n t o the unknown and sought f or the re la 
t i o n s h i p and the meaning of t h i n g s . W i t h some 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n , i t m a y be said t h a t L innaeus worked 
i n the rea lm of sense and experience; Swedenborg 
in the rea lm of t h o u g h t and fundamenta l causes. 

Linneaus is j u s t l y considered the founder of sys
temat i c b o t a n y . A l l honor is due h im f o r establ ish
i n g the pr inc ip les by which genera and species can 
be defined. H e was an i n s p i r i n g teacher. Pup i l s 
f r o m many countries came to h i m . H e p r o b a b l y 
gave more impetus t o the s t u d y of the world 's flora 
t h a n any other one m a n . — B . J . 

Constructive Hate? 
/ | T A N h a t r e d ever be a c ons t ruc t ive force? A per-

suasive argument i n the af f irmative is n o t h a r d 
t o make. M u c h b i o g r a p h i c a l m a t e r i a l r e l a t i n g t o 
the g rea t re formers of m a n k i n d have not a l i t t l e t o 
say about t h e i r h a t r e d of t y r a n n y , of c r u e l t y , o f 
w a r , o f p o v e r t y , of ignorance . Several w r i t e r s , m a k 
i n g note of the f a c t t h a t never d id the L o r d express 
hate f o r any i n d i v i d u a l , nevertheless declare t h a t 
H e hated w i t h a b u r n i n g passion h y p o c r i s y , selfish
ness, and evi l i n any f o r m . 

B u t the question arises, whether we are here deal 
i n g w i t h a hate f o r w h a t is evi l o r a love f o r what 
is good? I n the Church w r i t i n g s we find numerous 
references to h a t r e d . A n i n q u i r y i n t o w h a t Sweden
b o r g has t o teacli about h a t r e d w o u l d make an i n 
t e r e s t i n g s tud} ' . So f a r we have fa i led t o find i n 
his works a single reference t o h a t r e d as a construc 
t ive force. A g a i n and again the reader is t o l d t o 
shun e v i l ; never is he t o l d t o hate i t . On the other 
hand , h a t r e d is identi f ied w i t h self-love (Arcana 
2 5 1 ) ; and as h a v i n g i ts o r i g i n i n self-love ( 1 6 9 1 ) . 
I t is even identi f ied w i t h the very fires of hel l ( 1 8 6 1 ) , 
(A. E. 1 0 1 6 ) . W e are t o l d t h a t when in the Old 
Tes tament hate is pred i cated of G o d , the s p i r i t u a l 
meaning is mercy (A. 3 6 0 7 ) . 

H a t r e d , whether i t be of something t h a t is good 
or something t h a t is evi l is a negative force. I t 
arises f r o m feelings of h o s t i l i t y . T h e r e is always 
an e f fort to rat ional i ze i t by d e c l a r i n g t h a t w h a t is 
hated is wicked. N o scoundrel ever d i rec ted his 
h a t r e d to the d e s t r u c t i o n of w h a t was good and beau
t i f u l u n t i l he had convinced himself t h a t i t was rea l ly 
bad. T h e only construc t ive force i n h u m a n l i fe is 
love,—love of God and the neighbor. F o r t h a t love 
is d i rec ted to e v e r y t h i n g t h a t is i n accord w i t h 
God's w i l l and , there fore , i t contr ibutes t o the wel 
fare o f the neighbor . Love never h a t e s — n o n o t 
even h a t r e d ; i t dispels h a t r e d , j u s t as l i g h t dispels 
a darkness. T o hate evi l is energy wasted, b u t t o 
love what is good puts creative forces t o w o r k . — 
B . J . 
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Trends and Trails 
Whenever a New Church Centenarian 

leaves this wor ld we think of one Betsy 
Trantham who was born in Germany in 
1 6 8 8 , same year as Swedenborg, and 
died in Lawrence, Tenn., in 1 8 3 5 ! The 
august Encyclopedia Britannica is au
thor i ty for this "oldest person" fact. 

• 
Speaking of age, the John M i l t o n 

Society for the B l i n d , of which Helen 
Kel ler , L . H . D . , L L . D . , is president, is 
celebrating its Twenty - f i f th Anniver
sary. For those wishing to help its 
work, the address is 1 5 6 F i f t h Ave., 
New Y o r k 1 0 . 

• 
A n article in the Christian Herald, 

New Y o r k , for M a y , described D w i g h t 
D . Eisenhower as "America's most re
ligious President since Washington and 
L inco ln . " 

I n T . S. Ashton's " T h e Industr ia l 
Revolution: 1 7 6 0 - 1 8 3 0 , " Oxford U n i v . 
Press, 1 9 5 0 , p. 1 8 , we find, " I n cotton 
moreover, the greatest inventor, Samuel 
Crompton, was a disciple of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, who himself was an au
thor i ty on metals and the technique of 
mines." This interesting fact is none 
too well known even to New Church 
people. 

A remarkable feature in the econom
ical l i f e of the New Israel state is the 
communal village in which a l l the mem
bers take their needs out of a common 
f u n d ; a l l property is collectively owned 
and a l l work proceeds shared. Land 
Reborn, New Y o r k , gives further de
tails i n its M a r c h - A p r i l number. 

• 
The Second General Assembly of the 

National Council of Churches w i l l be 
held i n Denver, Col. , Dec. 7 . " T h e 
Churches' Struggle Against T o t a l i t a r i 
anism," is the program's theme. 

• 
Bible Society Record for November 

featured our M a r y Lathbury 's famed 
communion hymn, "Break Thou the 
Bread of L i f e . " (Book of Worship , 
n. 3 4 8 . ) 

Based on a study by the Rural Dept . 
of Drew Seminary, Madison, N . J . , 
men hold three times as many church 
offices as women, but the latter do twice 
as much of the work in the church as 
the sterner sex. 

There has jus t come to our attention 
i n a set of volumes, " T h e Wri t ings of 
M a n k i n d , " Sylvester, Bellows-Reeve, 
1 9 2 4 . in which i t is said of Sweden
borg, accompanied by a picture, p. 
7 8 9 9 , " ( H e ) was i n many respects the 
most remarkable man of his age, and 

one of the unique characters in the 
world's h is tory . " 

• 
According to a pol l of readers of a 

Guide Posts, N . Y . , taken by the chureh 
management expert W i l l a r d A. Pleuth-
ner, the sermon deemed most helpful is 
one based on the topic " H o w I can 
make prayer more effective." • 

D r . E. Raymond Wilson, who not 
long ago addressed a public session of 
Convention, reminds the churches in his 
Washington Newsletter that President 
Eisenhower asserted dur ing his cam
paign for election, " I believe we should 
eliminate every vestige of segregation 
in the Dis t r i c t of Columbia." Segre
gation now is enforced there even i n 
the schools. 

Prof . Giorgio Ferra i , a leader of the 
New Church i n I t a l y , director of the 
National L i b r a r y in Venice, informs us 
that Hyde's remarkable Swedenborg 
Bibliography is recorded in " T h e Great 
Medical Bibl iographers," Ful ton , Univ . 
of Pa. Press, 1 9 5 0 . I t is significant 
that Swedenborg thus should be recog
nized i n the medical wor ld . 

• 
Included in the vast and varied con

tents of Macmillan's ( N . Y . ) "Story 
and Verse for Ch i ldren—An Anthology 
and Guide To Children's L i t e ra ture , " 
by M i r i a m Blanton Huber, 1 9 5 2 , is 
Vachal Lindsay's " I n Praise of Johnny 
Appleseed." 

As reported by the Washington Re
ligious Review, David C. Cook, presi
dent of the world's largest non-
denominational religious publishing 
f i rm, told a House Committee on Cur
rent Pornographic Materials , that "the 
harm now being done to children and 
young people by comic books stressing 
sex, crime and sadism is incalculable." 

Some may have rubbed their eyes and 
wondered i f they were s t i l l in the 
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eighteenth century when reading in the 
Montreal Star, March 2 , 1 9 5 3 , that the 
Roman Catholic prelate Villeneuve "an 
nounced that his church opposes the 
provincial government's plans to i n 
augurate woman suffrage." 

• 
" H e was interested in many things 

( inc luding) . . . Swedenborgianism to 
which he was almost as ardent a con
vert as H e n r y James," remarks one of 
the characters i n the book "Yankee 
from Olympus," the l i fe of famed Asso
ciate Supreme Court Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes. 

• 
W i t h 1 9 , Methodists lead in the faiths 

of U . S. senators this session. There 
are 1 3 Baptists, 1 2 each Episcopalians 
and Presbyterians; 1 0 Roman Catholics, 
with nine other religious communions 
represented. A school teacher in Scotland, a short 
time ago, put this question to a group 
of his chi ldren: " W h a t are the love
liest things you know, persons not 
counted?" 

Here is the list of one g i r l : The 
scrunch of d r y leaves when you walk 
through them; the feel of clean clothes; 
cool wind on a hot day ; c l imbing u p h i l l 
and looking down; hot water bottle i n 
bed. 

This is what one of the boys said: 
The feel of r u n n i n g ; looking into deep 
clear water ; the taste of strawberries; 
a swallow flying; water being cut at 
the bow of a boat; a mounted police
man's horse; an express t ra in rushing; 
a builder's crane l i f t i n g something 
heavy; the feel of a dive; a thrush 
singing. — Staidev H i g h in Christian 
Herald 

Ordinat ion A p p l i e d For 
Ordination of its missionary in the 

Province of Alberta , Lay Leader E r w i n 
D . Reddekopp, has been applied for by 
the Board of Missions to be consum
mated at the Cincinnati Convention ses
sion, week of June 2 2 . The past 
month M r . Reddekopp has in addition 
to Alberta visits, conducted services at 
Winnipeg and other points in Manitoba. 

Our Cover 
W i t h Pentecost Sunday generally ob

served by Christendom this year May 
2 4 , and wi th New Chureh pulpits par
t i c ipat ing T H K M E S S E N G E R takes pleas
ure i n reproducing as its cover this 
week a special poster designed for the 
Day by the W o r l d Council of Churches. 
A few years ago as a par t ing testament 
the late Rev. Charles D . Mathias made 
a plea for a wider commemoration of 
Pentecost by our Church, and this was 
favorably recognized by the Council of 
Ministers at an annual session. 
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Interest S tar ted A t 
Naturi ta, W e s t e r n C o l o r a d o 

:e M r . and M r s . H e n r y F . 
Meador, of N a t u r i t a , C o l . , first became 
• • c r e s t e d in our teachings not long ago 
jts the result of meeting with the late 
l e v . I s a a c G. E n s , M r . a n d M r s . G. 
1 Wilmoth at nearby D o v e and M r s . 
L i a B l a k e of N a t u r i t a have become 
irrtply attached to the C h u r c h , and a l l 
i r e united w i t h the N a t i o n a l A s s o 
ciation. 

O n his r e t u r n home to Steamboat 
S p r i n g s , C o l . , after s u p p l y i n g the 
F a w n e e R o c k , K a n s . , pulpi t for some 
n i n t h s , the R e v . C l y d e W . B r o o m e l l 
i s i t e d the M e a d o r s , b a p t i z i n g and con
f i n i n g them, holding at their home a n 

-rssive service , concluding with the 
Holy S u p p e r . 

Sunday School Lessons 
T h e C a l i f o r n i a C u r r i c u l u m F o r S u n -

lay S c h o o l s " now is being distr ibuted 
Notes for teachers . B a s e d on " T h e 

Hord is the W o r d , " the s p r i n g quarter , 
- o n T h r e e , deals with " H i s L a s t 

^ o r d s T o A l l . " T e a c h e r s d e s i r i n g the 
ic lp of these detai led , useful studies 
•lould communicate w i t h the R e v . 
H h m a r T o b i s c h , 2107 L y o n S t . , S a n 

n n c i s c o , C a l i f . 

Promoted to Vice-President 
D a v i d M a c k , P a t e r s o n Society , in 
urge of E m p l o y e e Relat ions of the 

l i l y - T u l i p C u p C o . , N e w Y o r k , has he
me a v ice -pres ident i n that c a p a c i t y , 

: c first to be elected a n official of that 
rporation without m a n y y e a r s ' service . 

British Co lumbia Visits 
D u r i n g the absence of the R e v . J o h n 

Zachar ias on a miss ionary tour i n 
Bri t i sh C o l u m b i a , the R e v . H e n r y K . 
rHters , miss ionary pastor for O r e g o n 

i W a s h i n g t o n , occupied the V a n 
couver, B . C , p u l p i t . M r . Z a c h a r i a s 

- ited S u m m e r l a n d , P e n t i c o n , R e n a t a , 
Nelson a n d C r a n b r o o k . 

LIST OF CONVENTION 
HOTELS IS READY 

T h e fol lowing hotels w i l l be a v a i l 
able for delegates and vis i tors to the 

icinnati Convention beginning J u n e 
2 3 : 

T H E S H E R A T O N A R M S . V i c -
ry P a r k w a y a n d M c M i l l a n S t . , 9 

•ks from the c h u r c h . B u s to the 
ireh. S i n g l e rooms $ 6 . 5 0 ; double 

•9 .50, a i r -condi t ioning $1.00 extra . 
V E R N O N M A N O R , two blocks from 
:he c h u r c h . S i n g l e rooms $5.00 to 
•7.00; double $7 .00 to $10.00. T h e 

iher of rooms avai lable is l imited 
to 10. K E M P E R L A N E , K e m p e r 
L a n e near W i n . H o w a r d T a f t R d . , 6 
slocks from the c h u r c h . S i n g l e rooms 

Silver Wedding 

A large assembly of c h u r c h members 
and other friends attended the S i l v e r 
A n n i v e r s a r y reception accorded the 
R e v . and M r s . O t h m a r T o b i s c h at S a n 
F r a n c i s c o F e b r u a r y 25. T h e handsome 
couple suitably att ired , dispensed words 
of marr iage w i s d o m — " e x p e r i e n c e , " a c 
cording to B r o n s o n A l c o t t , " b e i n g the 
best t e a c h e r " — a n d the tradit ional w e d 
d i n g cake , eagerly sought by a l l the 
young ladies present . 

New Bulletin Makes Bow 
T h e S u n d a y School A s s o c i a t i o n , of 

w h i c h the R e v . E r i c Z a c h a r i a s , P r e t t y 
P r a i r i e , K a n s . , pastor , is president , i s 
sued the first number of its new Bulletin 
in A p r i l . I d e a s , suggestions and news 
are wanted at once. P l e a s e address M r . 
Z a c h a r i a s , who w i l l put you on the 
m a i l i n g list i f des ired . 

Kitchener G a r d e n e r s 
T h r o u g h the generosity of J o h n R o s s , 

father of a C h u r c h school p u p i l , numer
ous members of the K i t c h e n e r , O n t . , 
Society may provide more succulent , 
home-grown fruits a n d vegetables for 
their tables this coming y e a r . C o n s i d 
erable l a n d has been p laced at the P a r 
ish C l u b ' s d isposal and it is hoped many 
w i l l take advantage of M r . R o e ' s gen
erous offer. 

$ 4 . 5 0 ; double $7.00. N u m b e r avai lable 
l imited to about 10. 

Downtown Hotels 
C I N C I N N A T I I N N , 6th and V i n e 

S t s . S i n g l e rooms $2.50 to $ 4 . 0 0 ; 
double rooms $4.00 to $6.00. T w i n 
bedded rooms $5.00 to $7.00 (the 
l o w e r - p r i c e d rooms a r e without a bath 
r o o m ) . T H E M E T R O P O L E , 6th a n d 
W a l n u t S t s . S ingle rooms $4 .00 to 
$ 8 . 0 0 ; double rooms $6 .50 to $8.50. 
B R O A D W A Y , 4th and B r o a d w a y . S i n 
gle rooms $3.50 and u p ; double $5.50 
a n d up . Number of avai lable rooms 
l imited to about 10. T E R R A C E 
P L A Z A , 15 W . 6th S t . S i n g l e rooms 
$9.00 and $ 1 5 . 0 0 ; double rooms $12.00 
a n d $18 .00 . S I N T O N , 4th a n d V i n e 
S t s . S i n g l e rooms $4.35 to $ 1 1 . 3 5 ; 

W . Af r ican Pastoral; Some 
Adventures of Minister A b r o a d 

" D u r i n g the next few days we visited 
O p u D e g e m a , T e m a E n g e n n a , t r a v e l 
l ing from e a r l y m o r n i n g t i l l bed time, 
by canoe, by c a r , and sometimes w a l k 
ing. E v e r y w h e r e the people received 
us g l a d l y , g iv ing us presents of frui t , 
eggs, chickens , goats, and young rams . 
Sometimes we had to thank the people 
for their gifts , and return them to the 
g i v e r s . " 

T h i s is not a n extract from the L i f e 
of L i v i n g s t o n e , but from the routine 
report of the R e v . H a r r y H i l t o n , w h e n 
v i s i t i n g N e w C h u r c h missions in W e s t 
A f r i c a on behalf of the B r i t i s h C o n 
ference. 

Summer Services Planned 
A s is becoming increas ingly the cus

tom, the N e w Y o r k Society , a pioneer 
in this a c t i v i t y , w i l l continue services 
d u r i n g the summer unt i l end of J u l y 
under the leadership of l a y m e n . 

Paintings Exhibited 
S e v e r a l paintings by I n a r a J a n s o n s 

of the W i l m i n g t o n Society have been on 
exhibit at the D e l a w a r e A r t C e n t e r i n 
that c i ty . 

Off icers E lected 
A t the a n n u a l meeting of the Chicago 

Soc iety , parent group of the churches 
i n that c i t y , A p r i l 19, A u b r e y M a r 
s h a l l was elected president , H a r h o u r n e 
B e l c h e r , v i c e - p r e s . , F r a n k B r i s t o w , 
treas . , T h o r n t o n S m a l l w o o d , secy. 

A r d o r U n d a m p e n e d 
D e s p i t e a hole in the church roof 

sought out by continuing A p r i l rains 
in the Detro i t a r e a , the ardor of the 
members of the Society there evidently 
has not been dampened, as the treas 
urer ' s semi -annual report showed a 
s m a l l balance in both the general a n d 
bui ld ing funds. 

double rooms $6.85 to $11.35 . R o o m 
w i t h t w i n beds $9.35 to $14.85 . 
N E T H E R L A N D P L A Z A , 5th a n d 
R a c e S t s . S i n g l e rooms $5.50 and u p ; 
double rooms $10.00 a n d u p ; t w i n 
bedroom for two $11.50 a n d up . 

B u s from downtown to the church 
takes 15 to 20 minutes . O n e passes 
the c h u r c h ; two w i t h i n one block of the 
c h u r c h . T h e s e buses can he taken 
within one or two blocks of the hotels 
l isted. 

I t is important that reservations be 
sent in to the C h u r c h of the N e w J e r u 
sa lem, Office, O a k a n d W i n s l o w , C i n 
c innati 6, O h i o , j u s t as quickly as pos
sible. I n m a k i n g reservations , please 
designate first and second choice of 
hotels, number of persons , length of 
stay . 
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A MEDITATION ON LIVING VALUES 
Prayer in a Good Life Effective by Charles J . Coch 

A K I N D L Y DISPOSED lad happened one day to see a chrysalis struggling to 
free itself f rom its cocoon; th ink ing to assist i t , he cut through the encasement 
with a kni fe . The chrysalis emerging from the cocoon, fe l l to the ground helpless. 
The lad only then realized how nature provides the chrysalis w i th an encasement 
strong enough that in its struggle for freedom i t can strengthen its wings for 
f l ight . 

So too, we i n our earliest state of sp ir i tual progress might be compared 
to the struggl ing chrysalis, and a premature attempt on our part to soar to 
spir i tual heights, may end only i n frus
trat ion . Yet , even in our weak and 
most abandoned state, i f we reflect upon 
our condition and search di l igently for 
the law upon which our being is estab
lished, we become a wise master, d i 
recting our energies w i t h intelligence, 
and fashioning our thoughts to f r u i t f u l 
issues. 

We are where we are, by the law of 
our being; the thoughts which we have 
built into our characters have brought 
us there, and in the arrangement of our 
lives there is no element of chance, but 
al l is the result of a law which cannot 
err. 

This is j u s t as true of those who feel 
"out of harmony" wi th their surround
ings as of those who are contented wi th 
them. We are where we are that we 
may learn, that we may grow; and as 
we learn the sp ir i tua l lessons which 
any circumstance contains for us, i t 
passes away and gives place for other 
circumstances. 

The outer wor ld of circumstance 
shapes itself to the inner wor ld of 
thought, and both pleasant and unpleas
ant external conditions are factors 
which make for the ult imate good of 
the individual . As reapers of our own 
harvest, we learn both by suffering and 
bliss. Thus we are taught i n the doc
trines of the New Church, " A l l the mo
ments of l i fe have a series of conse
quences into eterni ty . " 

We do not attract that which we 
want, but that which we are. N o t a l 
ways what we wish and pray for do 
we get, but that which we j u s t l y earn. 
Our wishes and prayers are only grat 
ified and answered when they harmo
nize w i t h our thoughts and actions; 
providing of course these be in agree
ment w i t h divine precept. 

Very often without realizing, we 
wish for those things which are not con
ducive to our eternal happiness, and our 
prayers and petitions may also have in 
them some element which might con
flict w i th the Lord 's purpose. 

I t is vain th ink ing to expect the 
L o r d to depart f rom H i s ways of wis
dom and love and grant those things 
which we may ask for ourselves or our 
loved ones i f in the end they prove 
to be spir i tual ly impossible. 

Prayer apart from spir i tual l i v i n g is 
ineffective, and we err i f we t h i n k we 
can make ourselves receptive of influx 
by prayers, adorations, and external 
acts of worship, unless we abstain from 
wrong thought and action by t u r n i n g 
to things good in respect to l i f e . 

Good thoughts and actions can never 
produce bad results; bad thoughts and 
actions can never produce good results. 
Suffering always is the effect of wrong 
thought i n some direction. I t indicates 
that we are out of harmony w i t h our
selves—with the law of our being. 

The supreme use of suffering is to 
p u r i f y , to burn out a l l that is useless 
and impure. The circumstances which 
we encounter wi th suffering are the re
sult of our own inharmony; j u s t as the 
circumstances which we encounter with 
blessedness, are the result of our own 
mental harmony. 

Blessedness, not material posses
sions, is the measure of r ight thought; 
wretchedness, not lack of material pos
sessions, is the measure of wrong 
thought. We may be cursed and r i c h ; 
we may be blessed and poor. Blessed
ness and riches are only jo ined to
gether when the riches are r i g h t l y and 
wisely used; and the poor man only 
descends into wretchedness when he re
gards his lot as a burden unjust ly 
imposed. 

A l l true blessedness or happiness is 
a g i f t from God, but i t is only given 
by H i m to hearts and minds which are 
suited to enjoy i t unselfishly and share 
i t w i th others. The natural man thinks 
himself blessed by health, wealth and 
power. The spir i tual man has no de
sire to domineer but to serve, no crav
ing for wealth except as a means of 
doing good, no concern about health ex
cept as a help to useful l i v ing . 

To love to command and have con-

Money For Your Treasury 
OVER 1.500.000 

SUNFLOWER D I S H CLOTHES 
W e r e sold i n 19S2 b y members o f S u n d a y 
S c h o o l s , L a d i e s ' A i d s , Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s 
G r o u p s , e t c . T h e y enable y o u to e a r n 
money for y o u r t r e a s u r y , a n d m a k e f r i e n d s 
for y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Sample F R E E to an Official 
S A N G A M O N M I L L S 

E s t a b l i s h e d 1915 Coboes , N . Y . 

t r o l over the work of others, or to be 
served by them, is more than l ikely to 
spring from selfishness. But i f we love 
to he led by others who are worthy, to 
work for them, to serve them, this is 
sure to come from a desire for their 
wel fare ; and this inspires in us a love 
of serving the L o r d . 

Wealth r ight ly used brings bless
ings ; but misused i t always brings dis
aster i n some form or another. I ts use 
is divinely meant for the service of 
mankind, and i t is t r u l y valuable only 
when applied to human improvement. 

Hea l th , both physical and sp ir i tua l , 
is a God-given privilege and a sacred 
duty. We owe i t to our Maker as wel l 
as to ourselves and our neighbors to do 
such things as shall maintain and i n 
crease the health of body and soul to 
the end that our usefulness may be 
greater. 

The possibility of our spir i tual 
growth is unlimited here and in the 
hereafter; this is a blessed hope which 
supplies us w i t l i encouragement in our 
fa i th . I f we are to retain our spir i tual 
l i fe and to increase in spir i tual strength, 
we must feed on the rich bounties 
which the L o r d supplies. 

He has appointed various means of 
grace, such as public and private wor
ship, the most holy sacrament of H i s 
supper, pious meditation, and the study 
of sacred Scripture, that the wants of 
the soul may be satisfied. The soul 
that uses these means of grace continu
al ly grows wiser and becomes stronger 
in ceasing to do evi l , and in learning 
to do wel l . 

One t h i n g our own experience can 
teach us, that is, whenever we are ac
tively engaged in the uses of charity , 
from the love of doing good, we are 
most r i chly and consciously happy. 
The reason of this blessedness is that 
we are thereby brought into consocia
tion with those angels of the Lord's 
kingdom who are in the love of similar 
uses; and they impart to us of their 
affections and delights. 

Though unseen, these angels associ
ate w i t h us and fit us for the higher 
uses of the eternal wor ld . They are 
the guardians to whom the L o r d has en
trusted us and in al l our spir i tual ex
periences they minister to us with an 
u p l i f t i n g power of love, to guide and 
to guard. For this reason i t is wr i t ten 
— "he shall give his angels charge 
over thee: to keep thee in a l l thy ways." 

For free copy of 78 page digest of 

"The True Chr is t ian Rel ig ion" 

By E M A N U E L S W E D E N B O R G 
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GARDINER PERRY ELECTED COLLEGE PRESIDENT 

F. G . Perry 

F . G a r d i n e r P e r r y , 
Boston Society mem
ber and former C o n 
vention E x e c u t i v e 
S e c r e t a r y , has been 
appointed president 
of U t o p i a Col lege of 
B u s i n e s s A d m i n i s t r a 
t ion, at E u r e k a , 
K a n s . , affiliate of 

Babson I n s t i t u t e , B a b s o n P a r k , M a s s . 
H e succeeds the N e w C h u r c h minister , 
D r . E d w a r d B . H i n c k l e y , c losely iden-
n.z-td with the work of the Newtonvi l le 
S x i e t y , president of B a b s o n I n s t i t u t e , 

d'oraes Utopia ' s chairman of the 
B o a r d . M r . P e r r y ' s varied experience 

rusiness and with his own school , 
. - P e r r y K i n d e r g a r t e n N o r m a l School 

B o s t o n ; his position as D e a n of 
ia Col lege , as w e l l as his member

ship on the C o r p o r a t i o n of B a b s o n I n 
stitute, has given h im a n insight into 

many problems of business and of 
Bege administrat ion , which wel l q u a l -

Lectures in C h i c a g o 

T a k i n g as his topic " t h e Personalness 
: G o d , " the R e v . W i l l i a m F . W u n s c h , 

m i s t e r of the W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , S o -
lectured M a y 3 at the S w e d e n -

. Phi losophica l C e n t r e , C h i c a g o , i n 
mother of the M a r y B a r b e r B l a i r 

A good attendance showed con-
ierable interest in the ta lk ' s p r i n c i p a l 

. " I s it possible i n these modern 
. ,vs to have a n idea of a personal 

G « j ? " 

Gul fpor t C h u r c h Ded ica ted 
th the pres ident of Convention the 

i : v . D r . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l of F r a n k -
: d . P a . , officiating and in the presence 

- a large assembly , the new house of 
v rship in G u l f p o r t , M i s s . , w a s dedi -
i t e d A p r i l 19. N e w C h u r c h folk from 

O r l e a n s , D e R i d d e r , L a . , Mobi le , 
A l a . , B i l o x i and O c e a n S p r i n g s , M i s s . , 
.rrended. A complete report with p i c -
- . - e is expected for our next issue. 

The NEW CHURCH 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

48 Q u i n c y St . , C a m b r i d g e , Mass . 

Four-year course for the ministry , 
including the B . D . degree by 

cooperation w i t h neighboring 
seminaries. 

Home Study i n the teachings of 
the C h u r c h is available. 

For information apply to 
Rev. Franklin H . Blackmer 

President 

ifies him for his new position. A s u s u a l , 
the P e r r y s w i l l spend J u n e a n d J u l y 
at their home in N e e d h a m , M a s s . , where 
M r . P e r r y w i l l be in conference with 
D r . H i n c k l e y r e g a r d i n g the work of the 
college for the coming y e a r . T h e 
P e r r y s w i l l spend the month of August 
at the N e w C h u r c h A s s e m b l y , of w h i c h 
M r . P e r r y is president , in F r y e b u r g , 
M a i n e , r e t u r n i n g to E u r e k a in S e p t e m 
ber in time for fal l c lasses . 

A l r e a d y planned is a fu l l academic 
y e a r of residence w o r k ; and also a com
bined C a m p u s - H o m e S t u d y program 
under which those students w i l l be i n 
residence for eight weeks , then r e t u r n 
ing to their homes and j o b s to complete 
the rest of the work by correspondence. 
Both groups cover the freshman y e a r ' s 
program of the Babson I n s t i t u t e . 

Take Notice 
T h e Committee on B y - L a w s of the 

A m e r i c a n N e w C h u r c h S u n d a y School 
Associat ion has completed its d r a f t of 
a new Constitution and B y - L a w s for 
the Associat ion . Copies have been 
mai led to the officers and members of 
the S t a n d i n g Committee of the A s s o 
ciat ion. O t h e r s w i l l be avai lable at 
Convent ion or m a y be p r o c u r e d by any 
member i n advance of Convent ion by 
w r i t i n g to the c h a i r m a n of the Commit 
tee, M r s . L o u i s A . D o l e , 887 Middle 
S t r e e t , B a t h , M a i n e . 

Suffers Spinal Injury 

T h e m a n y friends of M r s . A d r i e n n e 
S c o t t , N e w Y o r k Society , w i l l regret to 
hear that as a resul t of a recent a c c i 
dent she suffered a s p i n a l i n j u r y . 

UNIQUE PROGRAM AT ASSOCIATION MEETING 
T h e N e w Y o r k Associat ion held its 

89th a n n u a l meeting M a y 2 at the i n 
vitation of the P a t e r s o n Society b y 
courtesy of the O r a n g e Society in its 
c h u r c h there, about seventy-five at tend
i n g , the p r o g r a m inc luding in addit ion 
to business a discussion, T o w n H a l l 

Representation 
At Convention 

T h e provision in the B y - L a w s of 
Convent ion , A r t i c l e V I I , section 2, c a l l 
ing for the publ ishing i n T H E M E S 
S E N G E R of information a month in a d 
vance r e l a t i n g to representation at the 
Convent ion session c a n be complied 
with only on the basis of the fol lowing 
p r e l i m i n a r y figures based in p a r t on 
data of the preceding y e a r , as m a n y of 
the membership figures, as of December 
31st l a s t , have not yet been submitted : 

Association No. of No. of 
or Society Mem- Dele-

bers gates 
C a l i f o r n i a 378 9 
C a n a d a 231 6 
I l l i n o i s 470 11 
K a n s a s 230 6 
M a i n e 146 4 
M a r y l a n d 290 7 
Massachusetts 883 19 
M i c h i g a n 155 5 
N e w Y o r k 485 11 
Ohio 385 9 
P e n n s y l v a n i a 508 12 
Southeastern 40 2 
W e s t e r n C a n a d a 468 11 
N a t i o n a l Association .... 27 2 
Connect icut 7 2 
P o r t l a n d . Oregon 66 3 
Seatt le , W a s h i n g t o n 10 2 
T e x a s G e n e r a l 56 3 

H O R A C E B . B L A C K M E R , 
Recording Secretary. 

Boston , M a s s . 
M a y 16, 1953. 

s t y l e , on the " A i m s and M e a n s of the 
C h u r c h . " 

T h e Associat ion voted its sanction of 
the invest i ture by Convent ion of its p r e 
s i d i n g office, the R e v . L e s l i e M a r s h a l l , 
P a t e r s o n , as general pastor , a n d of 
A u t h o r i z e d C a n d i d a t e W i l l i a m R . Woof-
enden for ordination, as requested by 
the N e w Y o r k Society . 

T h o s e l e a d i n g the p r o g r a m discussion 
were W . R . Woofenden , N e w Y o r k , 
H a r o l d B . L a r s e n , O r a n g e , M r s . A l i c e 
V i g e r s t a d , O r a n g e , for the A l l i a n c e , 
M r s . C h a r l e s A n d e r s o n , P a t e r s o n , for 
the S u n d a y school , J o s e p h F l y n n , N e w 
Y o r k , for the L e a g u e . T h e r e was 
l i v e l y p a r t i c i p a t i o n from the floor. M r . 
M a r s h a l l served as Moderator . 

A n n e W i d m e r , soprano, offered a p r o 
g r a m of songs fol lowing luncheon. A d 
ministrat ion of the H o l y S u p p e r 
brought the meeting to a close. D e s p i t e 
inclement weather the attendance was 
larger than for some y e a r s . 

Annual Meet ing M a y 17 
L a k e w o o d w i l l hold its a n n u a l meet

i n g M a y 17 preceded by luncheon i n 
the p a r i s h h a l l . T h e A l t a r G u i l d r e 
cent ly elected M r s . A n n e B a r b e r 
president . 

School Corporation Meets 
T h e a n n u a l meeting of the C o r p o r a 

tion of the N e w C h u r c h T h e o l o g i c a l 
School , for the election of officers and 
the transact ion of such other business 
as may p r o p e r l y come before it , w i l l 
be held in the rooms of the M a s s a c h u 
setts N e w C h u r c h U n i o n , 134 Bowdoin 
S t r e e t , B o s t o n , M a s s a c h u s e t t s , W e d n e s 
d a y , J u n e 3, 1953, at 4 :30 P . M . , D a y 
light S a v i n g T i m e . — K i l b o r n W h i t m a n , 
J r . , Clerk 

171 



LETTERS TTH°« EDITOR 
W h a t Do O u r Readers Think? 

To the E D I T O R : 
The National Broadcasting Company 

has jus t finished a nine-week presenta
tion of a radio drama, " T h e Challenge 
of Our Prisons." 

Many of us who were privileged to 
listen to this program feel that the 
study and research involved in its de
velopment and production was and is of 
great value to society as a whole. 

To what extent, i f any, does T H E 
M E S S E N G E R feel that its recent articles 
by D r . John R. Swanton dealing wi th 
the eternality of the hells influenced re
cipients of influx, from above, into new 
and better concepts of treatment of so
ciety's unfortunates? 

A . W . S P I N K 
Warsaw, N . Y . 

From A Newcomer 

To the E D I T O R : 
H a v i n g recently become a full-fledged 

New Church member I would l ike to 
express to a l l of the Church the great 
pleasure I find i n its doctrines. 

I first found Swedenborg's works 
dur ing the Bible school held by the Rev. 
L . C. Le Van last September i n P i t t s 
burgh. I , along wi th many others, was 
given a clear understanding of the basic 
principles of the teachings. I was able 
to come into the regular Sunday school 
classes and enter into the services and 
feel at home. 

The foundation we received was v i 
ta l l y important , to my way of th ink ing , 
for i f I had j u s t come into the New 
Church without i t I would have been so 
confused I might not have returned. 

The Reverend Le Van is making 
preparations for another class i n A u 
gust and I feel other New Church min
isters could well follow his example be
cause his work is certainly bearing 
f r u i t here. 

Last Christmas my mother presented 
me wi th a l l of Swedenborg's books and 
I shall be eternally grateful to her for 
them. I spend a good deal of time in 
these studies satisfying my great th irs t 
for t r u t h . I find my l i fe becoming 
happier day by day and my relation
ship wi th God is becoming ful ler . 

I t seems that when a man grows to 
love God w i t h his whole heart and trust 
completely in H i s guiding hand l i fe 
does become beautiful for him. He be
comes sp ir i tual ly strong so that worries 
and hardships no longer hurt him. 

Dictatorships would not be such a 
threat today i f we were sp ir i tua l ly 
strong. Insects w i l l not bother healthy 
plants, i t 's only when they become 
weakened from lack of good nourish
ment that they are attacked. 

The New Church has so much to 

offer the wor ld for real spir itual 
strength. I only hope each and every 
one in the New Church w i l l t r y to lead 
a l l those who thirs t to these " l i v i n g 
waters." 

A N G E L I N E H O U K O M 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

• 
O n Reading Swedenborg 's Works 

To the E D I T O R : 
One difficulty in reading Sweden

borg's works is the fact that where an
other wr i ter might have resorted to 
several technical terms, he uses a rela
tively small number of key expressions 
which are fitted into different situa
tions, and give an elusive impression of 
simplic i ty . 

They indeed set forth certain very 
great truths which broke in as a re
freshing breeze upon the parched the
ology of his t ime, but when one settles 
down to ident i fy the exact meanings 
which these expressions had for Swe
denborg one is frequently involved in 
difficulties. 

There even are seeming errors of pre
sentation as when the arrangement of 
the three heavens over against the three 
hells in True Christian Religion 3 4 d i f 
fers from the rest. 

But often there are apparent contra
dictions which Swedenborg allows to 
continue while perhaps having a recon-

Convention's program for the coming 
Cincinnati session rapidly is tak ing 
shape. The general theme to be f o l 
lowed throughout is " I n The Stream of 
Divine Providence," based on the Scr ip
ture, "Be st i l l and know that I am 
God." (Psalm 4 6 : 1 0 ) . A feature is to 
be the Fr iday night program of the 
Board of Home & Foreign Missions 
when the pr inc ipa l speaker w i l l be the 
Rev. Jack Hardstedt , missionary for 
Scandinavia and pastor of the Memorial 
Church in Stockholm. 

Also featured w i l l be the centenary 
of the establishment in America of the 
Tafe l fami ly heritage, D r . J . F. Leon-
hardt T a f e l , coming to the Uni ted 
States from Germany in 1 8 5 3 . He was 
a brother of D r . J . F. Immanuel T a f e l , 
famed l ibrar ian at the Univers i ty of 
Tubingen, editor of the first L a t i n E d i 
t ion of Swedenborg's writ ings and their 
publisher, though forbidden for a while 
by the k ing , but who in 1 8 4 8 appoint
ed him professor of philosophy. A son 
of Leonhardt Ta fe l , Col. Gustave, C iv i l 
W a r veteran, became mayor of Cin 
cinnati . 

The week of June 22 should be filled 
w i th interest and pleasure. The Rev. 
F r a n k l i n I I . Blackmer, president-elect, 
takes his seat, and there w i l l be ordina
tions and general pastor consecrations. 

(filiation of them in his own mind. 
Thus, lie speaks in a confusing way 

of love of the neighbor, i t seems to me, 
relat ing i t sometimes to the celestial 
degree and sometimes to the sp ir i tua l , 
and one has to read for some time be
fore coming upon his explanation that 
love of the neighbor from a celestial 
or ig in is called "mutual love," while 
that from a spir i tual or ig in usually ap
pears as " c h a r i t y . " 

Again , we learn that remains are 
necessary to human l i fe and are also 
told that in some they have been en
tire ly destroyed. There is, I believe, 
only one passage in which the two sets 
of statements are reconciled. 

Moreover, some terms used by Swe
denborg have actually a different con
notation from the same terms as com
monly employed by us. Most people 
ident i fy a "good" wi th a "good deed," 
whereas our author means a "good 
intent ion. " 

The word " e v i l " has a corresponding 
significance, as do many other of his 
terms, such as f a i t h , t r u t h , understand
ing , w i l l , heaven, hel l . 

Many more often are not grasped i n 
the s tr i c t ly Swedenborgian sense, w i t h 
out some study, although one thinks he 
knows them from the start. 

J O H N R. S W A N T O N 
Newton, Mass. 

I n another column w i l l be found i n 
formation as to accommodations. Please 
rush your reservations, as of course 
they are assigned on the basis of first 
come, best served. 

I M P O R T A N T ! 
SUBSCRIPTION NOTICE 
Beginning at once, present and 

new subscribers may in addition 
to their own copy of T H E M E S 
S E N G E R , secure another for a 
fr iend , l i brary or other ins t i tu 
t i on , at $ 1 . 5 0 yearly, or half price. 
Sometime ago when rising costs 
forced an increase to $ 3 . 0 0 an
nual ly , many were then unable to 
afford such extra g i f t subscrip
tions. T H E M E S S E N G E R can serve 
as a good missionary for the 
Church and i t is hoped many w i l l 
renew for that purpose. As many 
g i f t subscriptions at $ 1 . 5 0 as de
sired w i l l be accepted. 

Address subscriptions to 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H P R E S S 

1 0 8 Clark St. , Brook lyn 1, N . Y . 
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The New 
Social Approach 

A community smaller or greater is 
eighbor, because it is the collective 

M I ; and from this it follows that he 
. 10 loves a community loves those of 

whom the community consists; there-
**, he zvho wills and acts rightly 
-zrds a community consults the good 

' each individual.—Swedenborg, True 
Christian Religion 412 

I. — Society and the Individual 
T h i s first art ic le of a second scries 

- • nsored by the G e n e r a l Convention 
i n c i l on S o c i a l Act ion not unfittingly 

n.sy be built around a reminder of the 
i t i m a t e i n t e r t w i n i n g of the social and 
- dividual aspects of l i fe . V e r b a l l y , 

there is a n obvious distinction between 
- iety and the indiv idual . V i t a l l y , the 
: -tinetion is far from absolute. 

A recent radio panel discussion c e n -
- " i n g around the relat ionship between 

.r ist ianity a n d western c iv i l izat ion 
was sponsored by the U n i v e r s i t y of C h i -

izo R o u n d T a b l e . One p a r t i c i p a n t , 
without e laboration, r e m a r k e d on the 
riot that some i n d i v i d u a l s , even in 
modern times, have become so " f e d u p " 
with society that they have sought to 

i r e from c i v i l i z a t i o n . " 
T h i s raises the question of how far 

*ven a hermit or a group of rebellious 
- i i v i d u a l s can a c t u a l l y separate t h e m 

selves from the society whence they 
ive s p r u n g . 

I n the annals of our A m e r i c a n h i s 
tory, H e n r y D a v i d T h o r e a u is w i d e l y 

rded, not w i t h entire a c c u r a c y , as 
• c lassic example of the hermit w i t h 
drawal from society. T h i s impression 
terives from what w c know of his two 

x r s of sequestered life on the shores 
1 W a l d e n . 

I n this experience T h o r e a u sought to 
r o v e " that a m a n can so s i m p l i f y his 

as to be independent of his fel lows. 
C o n s i d e r i n g his point proved , he finally 
returned to c iv i l i zat ion . 

I t must be conceded that , in sheer 
economic t e r m s , T h o r e a u achieved an 
.pproximation of independence of so

ciety, but even this was not absolute. 
T h e very nai ls he used to hammer to-

er his cabin a n d the stove set up 
to w a r m the interior w e r e of h u m a n 

ike, the product of many hands in 
the economic order . 

B e s i d e s , T h o r e a u ' s l ife dur ing his 
w i t h d r a w a l was far from s o l i t a r y . T h e 
visitors thronging the path to his s y l 
van retreat were sometimes almost em
barrass ingly numerous. T h o u g h l i v i n g 
llone for two y e a r s , the sage of W a l d e n 

maintained frequent associations with 
family and neighbors in nearby C o n 

cord. T h e uti l izat ion of his so l i tary 
le isure in voluminous r e a d i n g from the 
ancient c lass ics and other l i terature was 
of i tsel f a tacit acknowledgment of his 
social debt to generations past and 
present . 

T h e very book, " W a l d e n , " in w h i c h 
T h o r e a u recounted his thoughts and ex
periences d u r i n g his l ife in the woods, 
constituted a c lass ic contribution to so
c i e t y ; al l the more so, as " W a l d e n ' s " 
many str ictures on the exist ing social 
order inevitably made readers think of 
w a y s to improve c iv i l i zat ion . 

T h e many individuals in history who 
have professed to " r e n o u n c e c i v i l i z a 
t i o n " have been almost uni formly s i n 
cere . H o w e v e r , aside from the diffi
culty of even a c a v e - d w e l l i n g hermit 
s e p a r a t i n g himself ent ire ly from social 
contacts , we have to note the m a n y i n 
stances of w i t h d r a w i n g individuals 
forming themselves into groups for m u 
tual support and cooperation. 

I n such w a y s , so to speak, they have 

Book Review 
T H E N E W C H I - R C I I I N O H I O . By Ophia 

D. Smith. Reprinted from the Ohio 
State Archaeological and Historical 
Quarterly. Published by the New 
Church Library, Oak and JVinslow 
Streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 45f. 

D r . S m i t h is a competent and p a i n s 
t a k i n g h is tor ica l w r i t e r . She won wide 
recognition in Ohio for her studies of 
the music and musicians of the state and 
for her hook Fair Oxford, a s tudy of 
old homes in her home town. R e a d e r s 
of T H E M E S S E N G E R may remember her 
ar t ic les , " L i f e of F r a n c i s B a i l e y , " A u g . 
11, 1951 ; " J o h n n y Appleseed and S w e 
denborg's R u l e s of L i f e , " M a y 7, 1949 ; 
" T h e S i x t y Foot S m i t h s , " M a r c h 14, 
1945. I n later y e a r s , M r s . S m i t h has 
somewhat special ized in historical 
studies of the New C h u r c h in Ohio . A 
hook by her entitled " T h e J a m e s 
F a m i l y , " on the w e l l - k n o w n N e w 
C h u r c h familv of U r h a n a , is now on 
the press and short ly w i l l he issued by 
the H i s t o r i c a l and P h i l o s o p h i c a l So 
ciety of O h i o . C i n c i n n a t i . 

T h e book under review opens with 
the visit of J a m e s G l e n to A m e r i c a , the 
conversions of F r a n c i s B a i l e y and 
H e t t y B a r c l a y , and the p a s s i n g a long 
of the doctrines from B a i l e y to a b l ind 
I r i s h scholar , W i l l i a m G r a n t who 
c a r r i e d them to Steuhenvi l le , Ohio . 
N a t u r a l l y the best k n o w n of N e w 
C h u r c h missionaries , J o h n C h a p m a n 
( J o h n n y A p p l e s e e d ) , comes in for 
l iberal notice, as does A d a m H u r d u s , 
D a v i d P o w e l l , T h o m a s N e w p o r t and 
others . T h e N e w C h u r c h grew s lowly 
in O h i o , but much miss ionary zeal and 
intel lectual act ivi ty w a s in evidence. 
S h a r p differences of opinion often de 
veloped. T h e r e was intel lectual fer -

constituted themselves c ivi l izat ions in 
miniature w i t h i n the general context of 
accepted forms of c i v i l i z a t i o n . A n d 
frequently the new social concepts born 
w i t h i n these communities of " w i t h -
d r a w e r s " have had a permanent and 
s a l u t a r y effect on the l a r g e r life of 
m a n k i n d . 

I n s u m m a r y , it would a p p e a r axio 
matic that society and the individual 
cannot he separated . I n r e a l i t j ' , an i n 
d i v i d u a l in the sel f -contained and self-
sufficient sense is a n entity that s imply 
does not exist . C o n v e r s e l y , a true so
ciety does not exist a p a r t from the i n 
dividuals of w h i c h i t is comnosed. 

W h a t the individual does either v i v 
ifies or poisons society, and society can 
either c r u s h the indiv idual into a m e a n 
ingless mass existence or cher ish and 
conserve his integrity w i t h i n the val id 
range of i n d i v i d u a l i t y , and thus set h im 
free for boundless uses to other i n d i 
viduals a n d to society as a whole. — 
E A R L C . H A M I L T O N 

merit in the W e s t . F o u r i e r i s m , t r a n 
scendental ism and the Owenite move
ment made an impact on the N e w 
C h u r c h and were sometimes the cause 
of controversy . L a t e r , the agitation 
against s l a v e r y a n d the w a r between 
the N o r t h and the South produced not 
a few c lashes . 

B y 1832 the W e s t e r n N e w C h u r c h 
Convention was organized . T h e r e were 
then groups of receivers in twenty - two 
towns a n d communities and seven m i n 
isters in Ohio . T h e scholar , A l e x a n d e r 
K i n m o n t , -was a t tract ing many students. 
I n 1848 the W e s t e r n Convention be
came the Ohio Associat ion , and short ly 
a f t e r w a r d s united with G e n e r a l C o n 
vention, P u b l i c a t i o n efforts began e a r l y . 
I n 1825 N a t h a n i e l H o l l y brought out 
the Herald of Truth; in 1 836 came the 
Precursor, and the same y e a r , The 
Errand Boy; i n 1843 appeared the 
Retina, edited by W i l l i a m C . H o w e l l s , 
father of the famous W i l l i a m D e a n 
H o w e l l s , and in 1845 the shortl ived 
Mirror of Truth was publ ished. 

D r . S m i t h deals at some length w i t h 
the efforts of the chureh along educa
tional l ines , the first of which were 
under the able leadership of Mi lo G . 
W i l l i a m s , of U r b a n a , one of the out
s tanding educators of the West . T h e 
rise of the U r b a n a U n i v e r s i t y is set 
forth w i t h considerable detai l . I n 1854 
the " F o s t e r P l i l l " school w a s opened 
near C i n c i n n a t i under the direction of 
M i s s E . J . T r o t t . L a t e r , this became 
the F o s t e r H i l l F a m i l y School for B o y s 
and was put under the care of C h a r l e s 
B . C h a c e , a n experienced teacher from 
W a l t h a m , M a s s . T h i s book carr ies the 
history of the N e w C h u r c h in Ohio up 
to about 1870. I t is replete with deta i l , 
and is obviously the sk i l l ed product of 
industrious r e s e a r c h . — B . J . 
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Memorials 
RtxUt f i t t g m N t r f a l * 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A s peaceful ly as 
B B H ^ B B S H H ' i e ^ed d u r i n g his 

f B F " i B ^ H H t h i r t y - t l i r e e y e a r s . 
R f t l ' ' % * " ^ ^ H H D e x t e r P i n g r e e 

H . | H B N i c h o l s , organist of 
W t i l ' t h e C a m b r i d g e , 

| N | ^"'jSKBm M a s s . , Society of the 
B ^ l i ^ ^ H N e w C h u r c h , w a s 

HP^ySSHEi s l l J f i e n ' y ca l led into 
the heavenly w o r l d 

F e b r u a r y 23. T h r o u g h o u t his young 
life he had a profound devotion to
wards his f a m i l y , the C h u r c h and his 
fr iends . H i s personal i ty bounded with 
humor and goodfel lowship. A t his 
resurrect ion service i n the C a m b r i d g e 
c h a p e l , his pastor , the R e v . E v e r e t t K . 
B r a y , who had a deep affection for 
D e x t e r , r e m a r k e d that he s p r e a d s u n 
shine wherever he went , " b e c a u s e s u n 
shine was in his soul , and there, a c a r o l 
to his K i n g . " " D e x t e r , " M r . B r a y s a i d , 
" f o r seven y e a r s through the voice of 
the organ had had a n important p a r t 
in leading the w o r s h i p of his c h u r c h . 
Because his p l a y i n g was worship with 
him, its tones overflowed and deepened 
the w o r s h i p sphere with a l l of u s . " 
" H e would have us forget, as far as the 
L o r d c a n give us grace to do, our own 
sense of loss or any l o n e l i n e s s , " M r . 
B r a y reminded the large assembly at 
the service . " H e would also have us 
l i ft up our thoughts a n d , as it was a l 
w a y s his w a y to do, l i f t the face and 
look for the sunshine , s p r e a d i n g it unti l 
we in our mind's eye and understanding 
c a n see h im go f o r w a r d with his loved 
ones who have preceded him to the 
heavenly w o r l d — b u s y as he has been 
busy here m a k i n g h i m s e l f u s e f u l . " A 
cum laude graduate of H a r v a r d U n i v e r 
s i ty , D e x t e r m a j o r e d in music . H i s 
interests in his church work began in 
his childhood a n d young manhood as a 
member of the Boston Society . L a t e r 
it centered in and about the C a m b r i d g e 
church w h e r e he w i t h his fami ly be
came members. H i s interests also took 
him to the fields of education and 
music . U p o n graduat ion , he entered 
the teaching profession in private and 
publ ic schools in M e r e d i t h , N . H . , and 
in Boston and N e e d h a m , M a s s . I n his 
senior y e a r of college he was appoint 
ed counsellor for the summer months 
at the S a l v a t i o n A r m y C a m p , i n S h a r o n , 
M a s s . A s a boy he attended the F r y e -
b u r g N e w C h u r c h A s s e m b l y . A s a 
youth he took an active p a r t in its v a r i 
ous activit ies , espec ia l ly in m u s i c , and 
i n c l u d i n g lectur ing . L a t e r he became 
one of the young leaders there , and 
elected to serve on the facul ty . A f t e r 
a teaching career of several y e a r s , D e x 
ter w a s cal led upon to enter the engi 
neering field a n d he became associated 
with the firm of M e t c a l f and E d d y i n 

Boston . H i s abi l i ty i n this profession 
was q u i c k l y recognized and his o p i n 
ions were often sought and respected 
by his co -workers in v i ta l and specific 
p r o j e c t s . 

D e x t e r was the youngest son of the 
late M a l c o l m E . N i c h o l s , former M a y o r 
of B o s t o n , and member of the Boston 
Society , who was cal led into the heav
enly w o r l d on F e b r u a r y 7, 1951. H i s 
mother, E d i t h M . ( W i l l i a m s ) N i c h o l s , 
passed a w a y on M a y 9, 1925, w h e n 
D e x t e r w a s only five y e a r s of age. 
November 25, 1942, D e x t e r m a r r i e d 
M i s s A n n i e M o s e l y P e r r y , daughter of 
M r . and M r s . F . G a r d i n e r P e r r y , in 
the Boston c h u r c h . I n a tribute of love 
and affection for his bride , he composed 
and dedicated to her a w e d d i n g march 
w h i c h w a s p l a y e d at their nuptia ls . 
Bes ides his w i f e , he leaves two c h i l d r e n , 
R i c h a r d B r e w s t e r N i c h o l s , five, and 
A u r a l i e S p r a g u e N i c h o l s , two. H e also 
leaves a sister , M a r j o r i e E d i t h N i c h o l s 
and a brother , L t . C l a r k S a l i s b u r y 
N i c h o l s , bombardier ( r e s . ) , at R a n 
dolph F i e l d , and his aunt , M r s . M a l 
colm E . N i c h o l s , t w i n sister of his late 
mother. D e e p l y devoted to his f a m i l y , 
the last thing D e x t e r did before be ing 
cal led to his heavenly home was to help 
his wife i n their new house in N a t i c k , 
and then retire to the l i v i n g room to 
e n j o y the companionship of his c h i l 
d r e n . Moments later he l a i d down to 
rest , a n d while s leeping his earth ly eyes 
closed p e a c e f u l l y . — C . S . N . 

• 
M A N E Y . — M i s s Agnes M a n e y , a de

voted member of the N e w C h u r c h , died 
M a r c h 11 at her home in S a n Antonio , 
T e x a s , aged 97 y e a r s . Interment was 
at S e g u i n , T e x a s , where she had l ived 
m a n y y e a r s before coming to S a n A n 
tonio n e a r l y h a l f a century ago. M i s s 
M a n e y belonged to a pioneer family 
that settled in T e x a s whi le it was a 
republ ic . H e r father , J u d g e H e n r y 
M a n e y , born in G a l a t i n , T e n n . , a n d her 
mother, M a l i n d a E r s k i n e M a n e y , born 
in A l e x a n d r i a , V a . , had read the w r i t 
ings of S w e d e n b o r g in the e a r l y days 
a n d brought up a l l their chi ldren i n the 
fa i th . A s there was no N e w C h u r c h 
minister avai lable at the time of M i s s 
M a n e y ' s death , the R e v . J o h n T . F o r 
est of S t . M a r k ' s E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h 
read portions of the b u r i a l service from 
the N e w C h u r c h Book of W o r s h i p w i t h 
s c r i p t u r e a n d psalms . 

• 
S T R O N G M A N . — J o h n S t r o n g m a n , 

born in P o r t s m o u t h , E n g l a n d , S e p t e m 
ber 5, 1865, passed to the higher l i fe , 
at the A r n o l d H o m e , A p r i l 10. T h e 
N e w C h u r c h has lost a staunch and 
loyal member. Al though he was u n 
able , due to a d v a n c i n g y e a r s , to attend 
services for some time past , yet we 
shal l miss h i m , for he never lost h is 
deep interest i n the activities of the 

C h u r c h he loved. T o w a r d s the end, M r . 
S t r o n g m a n seemed to grow more and 
more conscious of the real i ty of the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , and he looked forward 
w i t h genuine del ight to the change 
which awai ted h im. D i s c u s s i n g that 
change , on one occasion, tears came to 
his eyes. " T h e s e are tears of j o y , " 
he dec lared . " T e l l the people that I 
feel only happiness in what I know is 
c o m i n g . " A n d , a g a i n : " I t w i l l soon 
be time for me to go home. " S u r v i v i n g 
are a daughter , M r s . F r a n k E . V a n 
Oflen, five g r a n d c h i l d r e n , R a l p h , G o r 
don and M a r j o r i e Strongman, and Robt. 
F . and W i l l i a m J . Westcott . A l s o sev
era l g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n . — W . H . B . 

B A T E S . — M i s s L i l y b e l l B a t e s , 86 , a 
much loved and devoted member of the 
Boston Society , entered into the j o y s 
of the life e ternal M a r c h 15. B o r n in 
K i n g s t o n , M a s s . , J a n u a r y 31, 1867, she 
g r e w up i n a N e w C h u r c h f a m i l y , and 
her parents a n d grandparents before 
her h a d been strong supporters of our 
fa i th . I n those days parents read the 
works of S w e d e n b o r g to their chi ldren 
in family gatherings , a n d she could wel l 
remember the pleasure her father had 
in doing so. I t often happened also 
that v i s i t i n g N e w C h u r c h ministers 
conducted w o r s h i p in her home. She 
was thus g iven a n opportunity to know 
m a n y of the e a r l y s t a l w a r t s of the 
C h u r c h , a n d l a t e r on took great delight 
in r e m i n i s c i n g about them. Confirmed 
in 1887, she j o i n e d the Boston Society 
at that time a n d spent the succeeding 
y e a r s , unt i l at last her strength w a n e d , 
in p e r f o r m i n g uses i n its behalf . H e r 
main interest was with the chi ldren and 
the y o u n g people , and she served for a 
long period as ass istant superintendent 
of the k i n d e r g a r t e n and p r i m a r y d e p a r t 
ment of the Boston church school. H e r 
keen u n d e r s t a n d i n g , her great i m a g i n a 
tion and her sense of humor made her 
a l w a y s very p o p u l a r with the boys and 
g i r l s . She also had a special ta lent for 
w r i t i n g and for d r a m a t i c s , which she 
studied for a time, a n d under her g u i d 
ance little c h i l d r e n took great p leasure 
in enact ing m a n y of the B i b l e stories 
they were then s t u d y i n g . She wrote 
and directed a number of C h r i s t m a s 
and E a s t e r pageants , and also s u p e r 
vised " l i v i n g p i c t u r e s " a n d p l a y s for 
the social l i fe of the Society . M i s s 
B a t e s w a s a member of the Boston 
L a d i e s ' A i d Assoc iat ion , a n d the M a s s . 
W o m e n s ' A l l i a n c e . She w a s a member 
of the F r y e b u r g N e w C h u r c h A s s e m b l y 
from the beginning , and attended its 
sessions as long as her strength p e r 
mitted. I n this w a y her circle of N e w 
C h u r c h fr iends extended far and wide. 
F o r t h i r t y - t h r e e consecutive years she 
w a s employed as a receptionist and 

(Next page please) 
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Lisistant by D r . H o w a r d P . B e l l o w s , a 
* e U known former member of the 

imbridge N e w C h u r c h Society . I t 
most fitting that her resurrect ion 

services took place i n the old f a m i l y 
. m e s t e a d in K i n g s t o n where she was 

a house now occupied by ' a n 
American L e g i o n P o s t , of w h i c h her 
: rother is a member. H e r m a n y fr iends , 
i: the time, had no difficulty in t h i n k i n g 

: her p a s s i n g as a new birth into a 
• i l l happier l i fe where the m a n y uses 
•:e had learned to make her delight w i l l 
: :me to even greater f r u i t i o n . — A . R . 

• 

C H A P M A N . — M r s . J a m e s C h a p m a n 
Genevieve M a s o n ) " T r u l y , one of the 

most unforgettable characters I have 
T — r k n o w n . " T h i s thought must have 

curred to m a n y of the friends and 
issociates of this beloved N e w C h u r c h -
woman, when they heard of her p a s s i n g 

• m this w o r l d , after a long i l lness , 
March 3 1 . S e r v i c e s for her were h e l d 
m the c h u r c h , the large numbers p r e s 
ent and the magnificent floral offerings 
testifying eloquently to the esteem in 
which she was held . M r s . C h a p m a n 
was born in C l e v e l a n d , O h i o , December 
*. 1 8 8 5 . She was a descendant of the 
Masons and the Stearns of N e w 
E n g l a n d , two families that are d i s t i n -

-hed not only in the N e w C h u r c h but 

r. A m e r i c a n l i fe . H e r grandfather , the 
Rev. George F . S t e a r n s was for m a n y 
" e a r s an esteemed minister of the 

urch. M r s . C h a p m a n was a gifted 
woman: an accompl ished music ian , l i n -
miist and teacher . She lived abroad 
-nd studied there for seven y e a r s . O n 

er return she taught at U r b a n a U n i v e r -
. U r b a n a , O h i o , in 1916 she m a r r y -

J a m e s C h a p m a n there. T h i s 
:nion was blessed with three s o n s : 
James M a s o n , P h i l i p a n d Theodore , a l l 

f whom survive their mother. M r s . 
hapman not only was admired for her 

gifts, her high intel l igence and her 
: road cul ture , but she was loved for 

er generous, unselfish s p i r i t , for her 
r -ready helpfulness , her modesty, 

her k i n d tolerance a n d her interest i n 
rvthing that was for the wel fare of 

the c h u r c h a n d the community . She 
was a descendant of J o h n and P r i s c i l l a 
A l d e n . I n her p a s s i n g the C i n c i n n a t i 
Society has suffered a heavy loss. S h e 
is survived by her husband, J a m e s , 
manager of the L o r i n g A n d r e w s S t o r e , 
her three sons, a brother and three 
s i s t e r s . — B . J . 

BORN 
V O S E . — E l i n o r C u t l e r , horn to M r . 

and M r s . H . P . Vose , W e l l e s l e y H i l l s , 
Mass . , P a l m S u n d a y . M r s . V o s e and 
her parents M r . and M r s . H . R i c e 
T h o m p s o n , are members of the S t . P a u l 
Society. 

BAPTIZED 
M E A D O R . — M r . and M r s . H e n r y 

F r a n k l i n M e a d o r , N a t u r i t a , C o l . , were 
baptized a n d confirmed into the N e w 
C h u r c h at their home A p r i l 12, the 
R e v . C l y d e W . Broomel l officiating. 

• 

I E K E T E . — P a u l S t e p h e n , infant son 
of M r . and M r s . J o h n J . F e k e t e , was 
baptized in the church of the Detro i t 
Society P a l m S u n d a y . T h e R e v . W m . 
H . Beales officiated. • 

H A M M . — M i c h a e l J o h n H a m m , infant 
son of M r . and M r s . J a c k H a m m , was 
baptized A p r i l 12, in the N e w C h u r c h , 
T o r o n t o . T h e R e v . R . E . B e c h e r e l 
officiated. 

CONFIRMED 
H A T C H , R I C E , M A C D O N A L D . — M r s . 

R o b e r t H a t c h . M r s . C a r l e t o n R i c e , M r . 
and M r s . M a r s h a l l M a c D o n a l d , were 
confirmed E a s t e r S u n d a y at the B a t h . 
M e . , c h u r c h , and were elected to mem
bership A p r i l 19. T h e R e v . L o u i s A . 
Dole officiated. • 

M A C D O N A L D . — M a r s h a R u t h , K a t h -
e r y n E d n a and D a v i d A l a n , ch i ldren of 
M r . and M r s . M a r s h a l l M a c D o n a l d of 
the B a t h , M e . . Society , were baptized 
E a s t e r S u n d a y by the R e v . L o u i s A . 
D o l e . 

• 
M A C I B O R S K I , H O U K O M , W E L B C H . — 

M a r i e M a c i b o r s k i , Ange l ine H o u k o m , 
and M a r g a r e t W e l s c h united with the 
P i t t s b u r g h Society P a l m S u n d a y by 
confirmation. P a s t o r R e v . L e o n C a r l y l e 
L e V a n officiated. 

• 
L O C K E , M E R C I E R , L A U . — B a r b a r a 

L o c k e , R o s a l i e E l a i n e M e r c i e r and 
M a r i l y n A n n L a u w e r e confirmed P a l m 
S u n d a y at D e t r o i t , the local pastor , the 
R e v . W i l l i a m H . B e a l e s , officiating. 

Western Canada Conference 
A d v a n c e announcement has been 

made of the a n n u a l meeting of the 
W e s t e r n C a n a d a Conference in V a n 
couver, B . C , J u l y 12-13, complete p r o 
g r a m to be published later . 

J Jul Vbuv Chhbdmnih^ 
A Q U A R T E R L Y J O U R N A L 
for its promotion and 

interpretation 
$2.00 a year 

A n interesting and vigorous maga
zine you w i l l w a n t to read and 

hand to friends. 

134 BOWDOIN STREET 
Boston 8, Mass. 

BORN 
W O O F E N D E N . — A daughter , J a n e 

L o u i s e , was born to M r . and M r s . W m . 
R . ( L o u i s e D o l e ) Woofenden , A p r i l 29, 
their second c h i l d , R o s s now being 
n e a r l y two y e a r s old. M r . Woofenden 
is to be ordained at the forthcoming 
meeting of Convent ion as minister of 
the N e w Y o r k Society . 

Canada's Annual Meeting 
T h e a n n u a l meeting of the C a n a d a 

Assoc iat ion , east , w a s held in K i t c h e n e r 
M a y 3. T h e R e v . D a v i d P . J o h n s o n , 
host pastor , was the p r e a c h e r . M r s . 
F r e d S c h n e i d e r had charge of the 
luncheon. 

H A V E Y O U 
T R I E D T H I S ? 

E a s t e r S u n d a y the K i t c h e n e r , O n t . , 
pastor was presented with a n envelope 
which he was told contained a gift . E n 
closed was a letter stat ing that a new 
a u x i l i a r y body composed of the women 
with chi ldren or who were employed 
a n d could not attend the present 
Women's A u x i l i a r y , was to be formed. 
T e n t a t i v e plans seek to have the group 
make its p r i m a r y interest the mission
a r y p r o g r a m of the c h u r c h . 

alyp £>wtbtnhar$ S>tufottt 
(Concluded from back page) 

N e w and is for both the good and the 
e v i l . I n a marvelous way it serves as 
a common bond. T h o s e who are in evi l 
ought by a l l means to fear G o d , for 
even i f they have no love of G o d in 
their hearts , they can do w h a t is right 
from fear , and g r a d u a l l y the L o r d c a n 
come to operate in them. A n d the holy 
fear which the good feel is the " e v e r 
las t ing G o s p e l " proc la imed in Revela
tion: " A n d I s a w another angel fly 
i n the midst of heaven having the ever 
las t ing gospel to preach unto them that 
dwel l on the e a r t h . . . . S a y i n g with a 
loud voice, F e a r G o d , and give g lory 
to h i m . " 

Notes 
2807. Note the three meanings given 

to " s e e i n g " : 
1. T o u n d e r s t a n d — p r o x i m a t e inter 

nal, sense. 
2. T o have f a i t h — i n t e r i o r sense. 
3. T o foresee and p r o v i d e — c e l e s t i a l 

sense. 
2882 . T h e r a m caught in a thicket 

by the horns describes people today who 
argue from sense knowledge and are 
held fast by such knowledge. T h e i r 
minds are entangled. T h e Apostles in 
their states of doubt, espec ia l ly P e t e r , 
a r e also good examples of this . 

Readings for June — Vols. Ill and IV 
J u n e 1 - 7 2843 — 2861 
J u n e 8 - 14 2862 — 2896 
J u n e 15 - 2 1 2897 — 2912 
J u n e 22 - 3 0 2913 — 2938 
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Arcana Class I — May, 1953 

Vol. IX, 7628-7762 

Locusts and Darkness 

The Hebrew word for locust comes 
from a root meaning " m u l t i t u d e . " Sol
omon says of them, " T h e locusts have 
no k i n g , yet they go f o r t h a l l of them 
by bands." They are a migratory i n 
sect of the grasshopper fami ly and are 
vegetable feeders. 

Locusts come flying w i t h the wind i n 
such vast numbers that the sky is dark
ened and wherever they l ight they cover 
the ground and ever}' vestige of green 
disappears. They come i n such m u l t i 
tudes that men are powerless to stop 
them. 

I n The National Geographic Maga
zine for A p r i l , 1953, there is an article 
on the locust which gives its range i n 
that vast crescent from I n d i a through 
I r a n , I r a q , Palestine, E g y p t . Sudan, 
and Kenya, and describes modern ef
forts to control and exterminate them. 

I n some sections their coming is we l 
comed as a source of food. Their course 
of migration is determined by the w i n d : 
they are brought by i t and taken away 
by *it. 

Creation terminates i n matter, i n 
which the creative forces come to rest 
and are turned back to the Creator that 
the cycle of dependent l i f e may be 
completed. 

So i t is w i t h t r u t h : interior truths 
come to rest i n the outmost truths of 
the senses. I t is in this outmost plane 
that our acquisition of knowledge must 
begin, and a l l the truths we know come 
to us first through the avenue of the 
senses. 

Even spir i tual truths must be made 
known to us in this way through the 
letter of the W o r d . So we are to ld that 
i n a good sense th'e letter of the W o r d 
is meant by locusts. For they repre
sent the truths of our outermost l i f e 
which form the basis of a l l knowledge. 
There reformation begins. 

So the food of John the Baptist was 
locusts and w i l d honey. The things of 
sense l i f e are sweet when proper ly used. 

B u t when the outer basis of true 
knowledge is taken away, t r u t h becomes 
impossible of attainment. So in a bad 
sense the locusts signify " fals it ies i n 

the extremes," falsities that arise f rom 
the fallacies of the senses. 

When the letter of the W o r d is fa ls i 
fied, the abi l i ty to acquire sp ir i tual 
t r u t h perishes, for there is nothing but 
evil and fals i ty in the ultimates, and i t 
is inevitable that as the next step dark
ness comes upon E g y p t : the whole natu
r a l mind is darkened, the three days 
duration s igni fy ing the complete dark
ening of a l l planes of the mind , celes
t i a l , sp i r i tua l , and natural . Read here 
n. 7693. 

Notes 
7729 s . The ancients surpassed the 

moderns in intelligence because they 
knew the correspondence between 
wor ld ly and heavenly things. Today 
knowledge of this wor ld has increased 
so amazingly that we are apt to th ink 
we surpass any peoples who l ived be
fore us. B u t there is s t i l l such great 
darkness as to spir i tual knowledge that 
even l i fe after death is denied by many 
and s t i l l more are u n w i l l i n g to hear 
anything about the spir i tual wor ld . 

7640. True humil i ty is the ac
knowledgment that of ourselves we are 
nothing but evil and that the L o r d is 
the Author and Source of a l l goodness 
and t r u t h . This is another "hard say
i n g , " offensive to some. 

Y e t this confession is an important 
part of prayer since i t humbles self and 
opens a way to the L o r d . The section 
(7743) on the planet Mars , where some 
are described as drawing away f rom 
love to the L o r d , brings out this same 
idea. 

When men do this , they come into 
the love of their own knowledge and 
begin to trust in themselves. We are 
reminded of the words of the prophet, 
" L e t not the wise man glory in his 
wisdom." 

7752-7762. Again in this continua
tion on charity the same point is em
phasized. Love to the L o r d and to the 
neighbor is the source of a l l intelligence 
and wisdom and is what distinguishes 
men from beasts. Chari ty is love to the 
neighbor from love to the L o r d . Fai th 
is the t r u t h that is f rom charity and 
gives i t its qual i ty . The more abun
dant the truths of f a i t h , the higher is 
the qual i ty of charity . The purpose of 
al l knowledge is that i t may be applied 
to l i f e . 

Readings for June, 1953—Vol. IX 
June 1 - 7 7763 — 7783 
June 8 - 14 7784 — 7821 
June 15 - 21 7822 — 7845 
June 22 - 30 7846 — 7877 
Arcana Class II — May, 1953 

Vol. 111 — 2797-2842 
Fear of the Lord 

I n n. 2826 five different meanings 
are given to the words " f ear ing God." 
To some — to many perhaps — the 
thought of fear is repellent. They th ink 
of i t as a sign of weakness, as did the 
unjust judge, who feared not God, 
neither regarded man. 

But even on the natural plane fear 
should not be denounced. We are not 
born regenerate men and women. A t 
first we keep the commandments from 
fear of the consequences of breaking 
them. The evil may be led to keep the 
laws of external conduct f rom this k ind 
of fear. That is why threats and warn 
ings are a part of the W o r d . 

The fear of the consequences of evil 
has kept many f rom doing evi l . The 
fear of hell has kept many out of hell . 
Moreover, i f there is no sense of fear, 
there can be no courage. The L o r d is 
called "the l ion of the tribe of Judah" 
because He came into the world to meet 
and overcome the enemies of mankind. 
Courage is a virtue . 

But the fear that a good man has is 
quite different from that which pos
sesses one who is evi l . We should out
grow the latter , but the former is a 
holy fear and comes from love to the 
L o r d . I t is not fear of God in the 
sense of t h i n k i n g of H i m as vengeful 
and vindictive. 

God real ly loves the wor ld . Noth ing 
but l i f e and blessing go forth from H i m . 
As men departed f rom H i m , He f o l 
lowed them down, and finally became 
incarnate " t h a t we being delivered out 
of the hand of our enemies might serve 
him without fear." 

H o l y fear is the fear lest through 
ignorance or se l f -wi l l we do some harm 
to others, and especially lest we become 
a means of t h w a r t i n g the Lord's pur
poses. Wherever there is love to the 
L o r d , wherever there is the love of good 
and t r u t h , there is this holy fear. 

They who have this know what is 
meant by the words, " I know that i t is 
not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps." They recognize their l i m i t a 
tions and look to the L o r d for l ight 
and strength. We should not want i t 
said of us, "There is no fear of God i n 
this place." 

" T h e fear of the L o r d is the begin
ning of wisdom." This message recurs 
throughout the Old Testament and the 

(Please turn back to page 175) 


