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THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE BIBLE; SERMON
ON MOUNT IS ESPECIALLY CONCERNED

s Horatio Dresser, Ph. D.

T MAY seem rather strange to suggest that a
study of the psychology of the Bible be pub-
<hed in a New Church periodical, for in Sweden-
wrg's Arcana Coelestia we have a language of
rrespondences concerned with the motivations of
weman beings as types of character, portraying the
mside history of man’s development, his inner con-
fots and his mental life at large.

This is psychology in its essence, showing as
viamnly as words can describe the status of human
vefure as the same the world over. The Word, as
“2us made graphic, is a divine psychology concerned
wth the relationships between the Lord and man.

In Swedenborg’s advance from his scientific period

the production of the Arcana, psychology formed
“ne connecting link, by way of what used to be called
=stional psychology. The Arcana thus brought psy-

~ology to the fore and gave new meanings to the
Zook of Life, as the Bible has been called.

Yet the books in it (the Word) set off distinctively
‘rom the others because they contain the language
¢ correspondences are no more significant for the
zeneral reader interested in the theology of the Bible
“han those which, like the Epistles of Paul, contain
sher clues to psychology.

Again, we need to consider what this extensively
<ed term psychology shall mean for us in a day
= which so many viewpoints compete for supremacy
“hat we do not as yet possess a complete science
? man’s mental life.

To consult current works on the subject is to find
e textbook ignoring what is set forth in a number
© others. We shall need to pass far beyond pres-
nt attempts at defining the subject by identifying
¢ with a study of “the behavior of living organisms,”
sevond the proposition that “man is one conscious
rganism” or the assumption that “mind and body
sre one,” body being the one.

We are not to be concerned with Freud’s version,
inown as psychoanalysis. Readers who are ac-
mainted with the works of William James have
found highly intelligible deseriptions of interest,
sttention, will, consciousness, and the other topics
which fell into neglect when behavior became the
magic word.

From James to the Bible is a elarifying step, for
the old-time trilogy of body, mind and spirit is im-
plied from Genesis to the Revelation. Since man
is spirit, equipped for existence in the natural world
but also for the life beyond, we need terms that
can be retained throughout. Mind then is in a
way an instrument for functioning both above and

below, while the body is instrumental in contacting
the world as made known through sense-processes.

Inwardness or consciousness is not then an attain-
ment made by touching the world of *“things” and
then inferring that instincts exist, thus sensation,
desires, imagination, emotions, and so on up to

thought, together with will. The Bible is not a book
of inferences. We do not need to prove that man
truly possesses a power of choice. We start with
inwardness as already our mental home, with spirit-
ual-mindedness competing with the states of daily
life which hold us down to providing for the usual
three; food, clothing and shelter.

In a marvellous way mind and body interact, as
love is allied with heat in the body, understanding
with light, and thus on in a never-ending series of
intimate relatedness. As participants in this drama
of feelings and thoughts we put forth our mental
pictures on the world, finding to a large extent what
we look for, as indeed the personages of the Bible
gave expression to curiosity or wonder.

The effort to interpret dreams is not a new under-
taking in the world. Psychical phenomena, such as
visions, abounded in Bible times. The perplexities
of Job were much like ours. The Bible as it reads
in the literal text is a paradox, remarkably true
to appearances, as literal as the realistic magazines
we deplore today. It is often so ambiguous that
it is what each cult takes it to be by quoting favorite
texts and ignoring others. It must remain that way
as psychology only.

The Bible as a whole (not the Word) is a collec-
tion, an assemblage of sayings, incidents, persons,
rather than a treatise. As such it is so faithful to
the stream of inner experiences which we all know
that in the Psalms the most exalted sentiment is put
side by side with references to a wrathful Jehovah
that almost repel us because of their realism.

If we make little headway in reading the Bible in
quest of its connectedness save by reading between
the lines, the same is true of our life-stream, in-
filled as it is with incongruities such that we can-
not even tell where body leaves off (as the brain)
and mind begins (as thought, emotion, will, imagina-
tion and all the rest).

In brief, psychology as a science is mostly con-
cerned with a description of what is occurring, by
recording what man says as well as what he declares
he means if we misconstrue his conversation. We
begin to be puzzled when we try to explain human
conduct, now by reference to the way men and women
are behaving round about us, now by penetrating
to their probable self-interests while they are claim-
ing to be devoted to self-sacrifice, now by appeal
to their onrushing emotions, to what they may have
been eating and drinking, and again by what we
suppose they believe. If now we shall try to go a

(Next page please)

This issue features several brief articles by lay
eople in the Church a number of whom previously
ave not contributed to our columns. We continu-

ally seek new writers. All articles submitted receive
prompt and careful consideration.
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(Continued from preceding puage)
step farther and undertake to interpret what we
have partly explained—well, this is an amazing ven-
ture into the mostly unknown.

It would”be well, in reading the Bible in quest of
its psychology, to keep these several approaches to the
subject as distinct as possible, contenting ourselves for
the most part with description, and noting the fact that
we pass beyond psychology in the usual meaning of
the term whenever we consider the worth or value of
the experiences we are reading about.

It is no doubt natural to describe human beings by
what we see them doing. Even the wise Greeks who
started the exploration which became known as philos-
ophy first regarded the world from the outside, scarcely
mentioning what we now call the inner life. It was
the incoming of Christianity during the first centuries
of our era which established inwardness as the point
of approach, setting the trend for centuries in the
Middle Ages and after.

The Sermon on the Mount is especially concerned
with the motivations of the inner life, and we might
with great profit read it as a book on spiritual psychol-
ogy to find a clue to the psychology of the Bible in its
entirety. Fach of the Blessings is a chapter in the
Book of Life. One can bardly consider how to prac-
tice any of these sayings without considering the con-
text of activities going on within us to be reckoned
with if we shall advance in all seriousness.

What does it mean, for example, to be a pacemaker?
In what sense does reviling and persecuting arise in the
minds of those who “say all manner of evil” when
they are false to what we truly are? In what sense
can we “rejoice and be glad” when we are treated as
if very far from being “the salt of the earth™? If
purity of heart is the final test, what shall we say con-
cerning the impurities that interfere even when we
earnestly long to “see God”? References to “the lust
of the eye” arc penctrative to the limit.

Plainly, we all have matters near at hand to be con-
fronted before we are in a position to offer gifts at
large. As plainly, the old law, “an eve for an eye; and
a tooth for a tooth,” implies a lower level of activity
on which a man tends to strike back in vengeance or
self-defense as if he did not at heart belong on a higher
level of purer motivations, Perhaps the reason people
have not yet put precepts favoring nonresistance to
the test lies in the fact that they have thus far failed
to discern the psychology of these two levels.

The idea of levels of activity is germane to the best
psychology today. We might well make a collection
of the lesser motivations as listed in the great Sermon
as a whole in order to contrast it with the level of the
decisive precepts which we are bidden to put into
practice. If we shall have a prevailing love which is
to become triumphant under divine guidance on the
higher level, we are counseled to learn what is taking
place below in our impulses which, like the tendency
to return an eye for an eye, sweep along unimpeded if
we merely observe and describe without protest. How
shall you really know what impulses you have to con-
tend with until guided by the detailed references to
human motives which fill the Sermon?

It would be easy to pass by the reference to serving
two masters without noting the inherent psychological
meaning, In the Gospels as a whole we find the Lord
ireferring to hypoerisy more than to other disrupting
motivations, and if we pause to ask, Why is this? we
will naturally regard “God” and “mammon” as terms
that apply all along the line. But when we begin to
look to ourselves to see if these terms indicate our own
contests we find ourselves facing a crucial situation,

made acute by the psychology of this contrast.

In the world as we find it men are certainly trying
to serve two masters at one and the same time as if
expecting to “get away with it.” Is this possible?
Spiritually, we say No. Actually a man loves one more
than the other. Below the surface there is a ruling
passion if not a reigning love. A man may pretend he
is actuated by his highest motive although inwardly
vielding to self-interest.

Recent psychology has thrown a floed of light on
man’s attempts at self-deception. The numerous dis-
guises having been noted and swept away on a psycho-
logical ground alone, one questions whether anybody
actually pursues two ends or goals at once. Human
motives are so mixed that love and hate certainly in-
termingle. But as certainly every man passes in and
out of conflict, and a conflict is now said to mean the
effort man makes when striving toward two or more
incompatible goals. Spiritually love and hate differ in
degrees, not a quantitative degree, but by quality.

The “Sermon’s” Psychology

In the Sermon we learn that a person by loving the
cne hates the other. If you do not believe this, try
the matter by psychology before you reckon with spirit-
ual motives., Mentally speaking, we attend to one object
at a time. This is our interest at the moment, In
a secondary sense we can also attend to other matters,
as in listening to the conversation on the back seat
while we are driving the car. But, given a sudden in-
terference we shift automatically to just one activity.
Tacitly we are serving “one master” although claiming
to serve its opposite.

The Sermon unmasks pretenses right and left. Aec-
tually, we do not seem to be “getting away with it”
after all. In reality we are often like the “divided
house,” which is in imminent danger of falling, typify-
ing all people under emotional conflict. With profound
reason the Lord points to hypoerisy. It is not merely
Seriptural language that is symbolical. All language,
thus all thought is concerned with symbols. You need
acute self-discipline to penetrate beneath appearances
to what you actually mean and what vou actually are,
attributing some of vour motivations to what the apostle
calls “the flesh,” others to the mind as more or less sub-
ject to custom, and yet others to the spirit (potentially
at least) if vour conduct shall begin to be centrally
consistent.

Let “mammon’ then stand for what self-interests tend
to become on the lower level of your activity. In
other terms, you tend to lapse into self-love, hell being
the general term under which we class the results if
carried through. The psychology of the Sermon sym-
bolizes the vicissitudes of the spiritual life all the way
through, What we need to guard against is the tend-
ency to assume that we understand when merely using
the words which, like mammon merely represent what
we are striving to know,

If “language was given us to conceal thought” the
great Sermon shows how we try to do it, Language was
given us to coneceal passion, too, to hide cur wills, our
imaginings, intentions, everything that actuates us,
especially on the lower level. But while we are expect-
ing to “get by” even when publicly known as hypoeritical
the psychology of the Sermon makes us mindful of the
truth that even our lawlessness is under law, since action
brings its reaction, like it or not, trying to ignore it
or not as applying to us.

Inevitably we shall be judged if we judge. Inevit-
ably we shall be projecting some of our own motivations
while condemning others. If we sow we shall reap.
The whole context of the activitics involved is deeply

(Concluded on page T0)




tDITORIALS
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Washington And Constitution

46 IGH on the list of the achievements of George

Washington, whose birthday we cclebrate Feb-
ruary 22, is the part he played in the framing and
«doption of the American Constitution. When this
locument was presented to the people of the new
nation for ratification, no argument for its adop-
tion weighed as heavily as the common belief that
Washington and Benjamin Franklin were its real
wuthors. The American Herald of Boston, January
14, 1788, bitterly complained that the belief that
Washington and Franklin “made” the Constitution
was “too strong an argument in the minds of many
to suffer them to examine like freemen, for them-
selves”

And yet Washington took hardly any part in the
ieliberations of the Convention. Only once did he
ffer an opinion, and that on the last day of its
mecting and on the relatively minor point of what
should be the population unit to be represented by
« Congressman. Not one clause in the Constitution
can be pointed to as specifically the work of Wash-
mgton.  Wherein then lay his contribution? In
this: during the four months from May to Septem-
ber, 1787, when he presided over the Convention he
was never swayed by pettiness, partisanism, dog-
matic opinions or a feeling of his own infallibility.
Instead he constantly exercised a conciliating and
steadying influence.

That group of distinguished men who assembled
to write the Constitution brought with them in-
tegrity, patriotism and a high intelligence. But
these representatives also brought with them, as
Benjamin Franklin observed, prejudices, strong con-
victions, errors of opinions and selfishness. They
could be petty, and many were primarily determined
to protect certain local interests. Differences were
quick to emerge, and these fill many a page in the
history books. Conflicts arose between states that
permitted slavery and those that did not; between
large states and small states; between commercial
activities and agricultural areas.

A radio prophet or a professional pollster of that
day probably would have predicted that nothing
tangible or important could result from the delib-
erations of this Convention. Yet there did issue
from it a document which James Brice described
as the “greatest ever struck from the brain of man.”
What made that possible?: Compromise and con-
ciliation without any departure from the end to be
attained. Plus a spirit of working together for a
great purpose, however difficult it was to obtain
agreement on the means to be adopted. And among
those present, no one, unless it was Benjamin Frank-
lin, did so much to bring about this spirit as Wash-
ington. In the Constitutional Convention he was
the same tower of strength that he had been all
through the dark days of the Revolution.

He is the Father of his country, not only because
he liberated it from British rule, but for the reason

Words of Wisdom . ..

As God is love itself and wisdom itself, it is
of these that man is a receptacle; and in pro-
portion as he receives, he the receptacle becomes
an image of God. And man is a likeness of
God from the fact that he feels within himself
that the things which are of God are in him
as his own; and yet from this likeness he is an
image of God only so far as he acknowledges
that the love and wisdom or good and truth
in him are not his own, and hence are not of
him, but are solely in God and therefore of
God.—Conjugial Love 132.

he did so much to unite the people of it into a free
nation—B. J.

The Appeal of Lent

T ENT, with its emphasis upon self-sacrifice and
u discipline, may well be a time for meditating
on our responsibility to God and human life. This
obligation stems from the fact of man’s freedom. He
has set before him good and evil; and his is the
prerogative to choose one or the other. No inex-
orable natural laws determine for him what that
choice shall be. It is true that there are many
passages found in the Secriptures containing what,
written according to appearances, seem to be threats
on the order of “Either you obey or else.” But a
close reading of these passages quickly show that
all of them imply the idea of a man’s freedom. An
automatom that merely behaves in harmony with
fixed natural law is not threatened or condemned.
When an automobile strikes a pedestrian, it is not
the car that is condemned but the presumably ra-
tional creature at the wheel. The sternest judg-
ments in the Scriptures all say in effect: “The good
was placed before you. It was as easy for you to
accept it as the evil that you did choose. You are
held in a balance between good and evil, and when
vou sway to one side or the other it is an act of
your own volition.”

This is the heart of the message that came to
Ezekiel, that Hebrew prophet whose office it was to
pronounce Jehovah’s doom upon many people. First
the prophet beheld a vision. He saw four creatures
each one with wings and with four faces, and their
forms were like that of a man. They went forward
as the spirit wanted them to go. Is not this picture
a poetic representation of human life with the four
faces turned in equally many directions signifying
man’s power to go east or west, north or south?
And the wings. Do these not hint of man’s ability
to soar Godward?

When in the midst of these things, Ezekiel beheld
the glory of God, he fell upon his face. Straight-
way he was told, “Son of man, stand upon thy feet

(Next page please)
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ON BUILDING CHARACTER
FOR THE TWO WORLDS

We Are aLL BUILDERS, whether we
choose to be or not, and we cannot take
short-time contracts to do our work.

We are building our characters to
take with us when we graduate from
our earthly duties.

We are living in two worlds at the
same time. Here and now, we should
get real pleasure from considering this
fact.

The work we are doing is for eter-
nity, so we should make it good, no
jerry building will do, if we want to
have a worthy edifice, something which
is a pleasure to look at, and to inhabit.

Then, too, the spiritual body made
from choice of materials always at our
command, material which is soul stuff
and indestructible, has no need of fire
insurance, as fire has no influence on
souls. Thus, eremation only destroys
the worn out earthly body, leaving the
soul-body free.

This is a perfect replica of our
earthly body, in size and shape and pro-
portion, for it animates the entire body,
doing all its feeling, seeing and under-
standing. It is the soul which receives
its constant life from God, the earth
body receiving its impetus from “head-
quarters,” obeying commands,

When there is perfect cooperation
and co-ordination between the two
bodies there is health and happiness;
when there is lack of adjustment, there

is a lack of perfect health and happi-
ness; willful perversity makes for ill-
ness, and bad building material.

If we think more about our construc-
tion materials and choose with care and
a definite purpose to have a splendid
building, we will have the satisfaction
of realizing we are erecting a beautiful
spiritual body, one which will eventu-
ally find other congenial souls growing
in beauty and usefulness, friends and
neighbors.

Those who have shunned poor mate-
rials and chosen good stones for their
foundations can erect a worthwhile eter-
nal body. It makes our daily duties
more interesting when we stop and think
of our real work, as we choose our
materials.

The choice between good and bad,
right and wrong are our decisive mate-
rials; our soul is asking constantly for
beautiful materials, loving thoughts,
friendly deeds, the thoughtful planning
for others. The care for little children
also is beautiful building material.

Perhaps this fact of our two inte-
grated bodies, working as one while in
this world and the soul body’s freedom
from the earth chrysalis, will appeal to
children, to make their choice of build-
ing material with care and pleasure,
especially when they realize that their
daily choosing is building for all time.
This may be help, too, in discarding
worthless materials, as they grow their
beautiful and everlasting characters as
“what we think, is what we are.”

Could we sometimes have “Builder’s
Day” to look over our used and unused

materials? Think of what we have
using as material for our all time w
and see if it is worthy, and will s
the strain and stress of daily use.
When we feel a monotony in our
ing, we can be sure we are not r
living, only existing, which is stu
and unnecessary, because there is
ways plenty of fresh, fine, and inte
ing new building material at our co
mand, when we look for something
worthwhile to use.

In so doing we may make an adw
ture out of our daily round, the co
task.—EvrizaBeTH PRESCOTT SHERRILL

(The author is a Brookline, M
New Churchwoman.)

San Diego Fellowship
Reporting on its activities, and at the
same time sending to all other Fellow-
ships a message of good cheer on Swe-
denborg’s birthday, the San Diego
Chapter states that between 18 and 25
members meet bi-weekly after morning
service and a box lunch, for reading the
doctrines and discussion. Anna
Schneider is secretary.

St. Louis Elects
At the annual meeting of the St.
Louis Society Jan. 11 there were elect-
ed: Geo. H. Quermann, pres.; Fred
Zibell, treas.; Miss Vera Gunkel, secy.
Members of the Church Committee are:
Wilfred Bemis, Mrs. D. Diephuis, John
Gale, Leonard Kirven, Edw. Krons-
bein, Mrs. Fred Zibell, Miss Gladys
Dickinson as president of the Women’s
Alliance.

BIBLE'S PSYCHOLOGY

revealing. All this seems a hard saying at first. We

Coneluded
from page 68

walk on all fours.
about the import of an animal learning to walk on

Evolutionists have much to say

70

are perhaps taken aback by the reference to the straight
and narrow way, with a certain gate leading unto life,
with few men and women finding it. But what did
you expect? Did you take the existence we are living
to be a chaos in which each man can do as he likes,
selecting the pleasures and escaping from the pains?
Is it actually a hard saying that no man shall evade
the situation typified by the “last farthing’” which
must be paid?

(In part II, in our neaxt issue, Doctor Dresser takes
up the psychology in Christian teaching mainly as ex-
emplified by the Apostle Paul.)

Concluded from
page 69

EDITORIAL

and I will speak unto thee.” (Ezek. 2:1.) Although
the prophet was in the place of man before the Great
Judge, he was not to abase himself but to stand erect
as behooves a man. Whether the scroll which he must
eat (3:1) turned sweet as honey or bitter as worm-
wood in his mouth, he was to receive it as a free

citizen of the Kingdom of God.

Man’s erect position is symbolic of his status in
the eyes of God. Unlike man, the lower mammals

two feet, while its other two feet came to be trans-
formed into those wonderful and skillful instruments
called hands. On the correctness of their conjec-
tures we venture no opinion. But of this we feel
certain: Man’s erect posture is symbolic of his sig-
nificance as a child of God who has freedom and
rationality.—B. J.

Swedenborg the Prophet

He claimed that gift of God, prophetic sight,

And people scoffed; they could not understand

That in his age a man dared reprimand

The church, whose views on faith he would set right;
Or how to think of God, Who in His might

Revealed Himself to man as Christ, heav’'n-planned
To come as Babe, Though edict had Him banned.
Thus, said our seer, God came as veiled Light.

And in good time one glimpsed a new-found Word,

When lighted from within; its parables were born

Anew; for Bethlehem had brought a Horn

Of salvation: a Voice whose call was heard

By all. A prophet thus, with guided hand,

A message gave which men can understand.
Turresa S. Ross.
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WILLING TO JUSTIFY
OURSELVES Lillian E. Rogers

How ©EVEN THE seEeMINGLY slight
worases of the Gospel search the heart!
"= the tenth chapter of Luke we read of
¢ certain lawyer who asked Christ what
= should do to inherit eternal life.

When the Lord had induced him to
«ate for himself those two great Com-
wendments, which are the laws of eter-
2l life, “. . . he, willing to justify him-
w £ asked, “. . . who is my neighbor?”’
W ste that little phrase, “willing to jus-
=fv himself.”

A1l of us are akin to that lawyer.
“ow hastily words spring to our lips

justification, when some friend or
= ative points out our faults. Even
“w little child hastens to “answer
"as we say. We too answer back

sur consciences as hastily as “the
=rtain lawyer.”

scarch the centuries as well as the
se=sent time: wars and quarrels, yes-
woiay and today, have sprung from
“ut root of self-justification. Brutus

ered his crime by calling it a re-
zemd for the state. Rome conquered
‘= whole barbariec world and Napoleon
“ whole of Europe with the same self-
wtifying excuses.

=

Britain extended her domains east,
west, north and south, becoming ruler
& the oceans, because, she said, she
west keep the seas free for commerce.
Tl military rulers of Japan, apt stu-
te=ts of the West, finding their coun-
wvmen hated by the Chinese, must
we=ds kill their detractors to silence
“ieir reproaches.

Our own country for many years jus-
“=ed itself for taking land belonging to
“ie Indians, with wordy reproaches of
shiftlessness, drunkenness and
savagery. And what of our treatment
¢ the Negro? the Filipino? the Mexi-
an? the Nicaraguan? Has it always
w=en benign?

T -

Our private lives are not too different

the national conscience. We read
=zch day of the faults, the miseries, the
soverty of others and, all too often, se-
retly justify ourselves because we have
sommitted no crimes, are well in mind
:nd body and have saved our money and
tave worked hard at our jobs.

Have we not also been too ready to
‘oin the cry against the alien, the care-
=ss spendthrift, the laborer, unwilling
o do the difficult, poorly paid task, in-
stead of saying “But for God’s mercy,
there go I"?

A professor addressing a conference
f teachers, told this story: He and his
iittle son were walking across a bridge
sver a culvert. It had been raining and
selow the bridge, toiling in mud and
water up to their knees, several men

were endeavoring to mend a broken
pipe. or to replace one,

“Father,” said the boy, “do those men
like to do that dirty work?”

“No, I suppose not, my son,” replied
the father.

“Do they get lots more money, for
doing that work than you do for yours:”

“No, I think not.”

“Then why do they do it?”

The professor said that his child’s
questions opened his eyes to some of the
present day injustices and that he was
hard pressed to find a reason why his
life of ease and comfort should carry so
much better an emolument than that
hard, disagreeable back-breaking labor
on which the very health of the com-
munity depends.

“See those lazy fellows,” said an ac-
quaintance of mine, who never had lift-
ed a hand to any kind of work, “how
slow they are at that job of shoveling!
They just dawdle and stall for time.”

Then I thought, how long would they
live if they worked at high speed all
day?

Lifting heavy loads must be done at
a slower tempo than that used by the
seated office worker, and there must be
intervals of rest.

Ask the football eoach how long he

can keep his men at fast work without
pauses. Football, baseball, swimming,
rowing, all speedy muscle work, must
be punctuated with periods of rest.

Fast muscular labor cannot be pur-
sued for hours every day year in and
vear out. The laborer, without reason-
ing about it, instinctively slows down as
a measure of self-preservation. So would
you or I. Dig one day in your garden
and the truth will be borne in upon you
by nighttime. You will then justify
your neighbor rather than yourself.

In daily family intercourse this un-
willingness to acknowledge errors easily
can be seen. The “white lie,” as it is
called, frequently is a lie of justifica-
tion. - How reluctant all of us are to
admit that we have been wrong or fool-
ish. How nimbly we seek for an ex-
cuse! “Yes, I did not tell her the exact
truth, because I did not want to make
her angry.”

How much freer in conscience and in
habit we might have felt if we had an-
swered courageously, “Yes, I did wrong.
There was no justification. I alone am
to blame.”

(The second in a series of inspira-
tional meditations by this well-known
Philadelphia teacher and New Church-
woman.)

HOW | BECAME A
NEW CHURCHMAN, No. 16

Once there was a small boy with
dimpled cheeks, curly hair and big blue
eves, The only trouble was he could
not see through those beautiful eyes for
he was blind. He was a happy little
boy except for his great yearning to see.
The desire was so overpowering that he
would cry out at times as if in great
pain.

During the day, this little boy would
sit and listen to the hum of activity
going on about him. He would listen to
the glad tidings the birds had to tell
and then try to hear the secrets the
trees whispered about. Everything
sounded so wonderful he wanted to see
this great picture the Master Artist had
painted.

One night, as the inner desire seemed
actually to burn inside, he wept again
in great despair. Crying out he said,
“Dear God! Why must I who love you
so much be denied the beauty of your
great work?"”’

Just then an angel appeared lighting
the entire room; he could even feel the
light penetrate his eyes. “Your soul’s
cry has been heard in heaven,” the
angel said, “and your eyes shall be
opened.”

Oh! how wonderful it was when the
child could see. The tall majestic trees,
the birds in flight, even the little gnats
dancing with joy in the light. It was

truly God at work.

I have written this story because it
is the one way I can make anyone
understand what it feels like to become
a New Churchman. Only one who has
been in darkness can know the full joy
of having his “eyes” opened; those who
were born to see know not that terrible
darkness.

I am one of many “blind” people but
my soul’s cries have been heard in
heaven like that little boy's, and I have
been led to the New Church so that I
too will be able to see.

I must also say that I have visited
many churches, but in none have I felt
the sphere of spiritual and celestial love
that is present in the Pittsburgh New
Church,

I feel as if I am embarking on a
long journey, my soul can now take
command of this earthly vessel and
steer it along the right course so that at
the end of my journey I will find my
“home.”—AxGeLINE Hovkonm

(This was written by one of those
who found the New Church through the
Pittsburgh Society’s recently held Swe-
denborg Bible School. She is the
mother of two little girls, Pam, 5, and
Carol, }, both of whom come regularly
to church and Sunday school with their
mother. On Jan. 4 Mrs. Houkom re-
ceived her first New Church communion,
and was received into the Swedenborg
Fellowship at the Swedenborg Anniver-
sary meeting.)
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MAN’S SOUL DIRECTS
HIS EARTHLY LIFE

“Man’s soul directs his life from his
spirit”; “His earthly body but clothes
and serves him.”

THE ABOVE STATEMENTS are but two
of several thousand recorded by Eman-
uel Swedenborg concerning the spirit-
ual world in the many volumes of his
theological works.

That his revelations have created
world wide interest among seekers after
truth since his passing in 1772, is easily
understood when it is explained that
Swedenborg solemnly affirmed that his
discoveries were facts, written under
the supervision of our Lord, Whom, he
states, commissioned him to make known
to mankind these new truths relative to
life and eternity.

As humanity can indeed use enlight-
enment on this all important subject, it
may be seen that the foregoing alone
serves to prove how important Sweden-
borg’s many spiritual discoveries can be
to all of us. Citing the statements
above, if the mortal body is but a dress
and relatively unessential in the func-
tioning of man’s mentality, we under-
stand why it is so deliberately dis-
carded.

The seer’s explanation is the remind-
er that “God is a Spirit” and that all
living receive life from Him in the form
of spiritual influx from the sun of the
spiritual world.

So, too, each human being is pri-
marily a spirit, for all are created and
continually sustained by that same in-
visible influx, which by divine grace vi-
talizes our entire universe.

In nature we see that “What is spir-
itual clothes itself with what is natural.”
We know that the physical garment
serves its purpose and has no life in it-
self, but can we realize that our visible
bodies are but shell like coverings only
to accommodate us to the requirements
of natural life here in the material
world ?

Another revelation of Swedenborg’s
is that the life influx is first received by
man’s soul, which is, as it were, en-
shrined in his spirit. Also, that man’s
spirit is a complete, humanly formed
body of a spiritual substance, invisible
to the eyes of the flesh, but nevertheless
possessing all of the faculties of sense,
will, understanding and memory.

In other words, Swedenborg reveals
that one’s spirit is the man himself, that
he lives, thinks, remembers and is other-
wise conscious of life from his spiritual
body and indwelling soul, not at all
from his natural body.

There should be some consolation in
the revelation that we are not too de-
pendent upon our mortal bodies. TIf, as

72

we are told every part of them is being
constantly renewed also that the entire
body is replaced every seven years, evi-
dently there is nothing very permanent
or dependable about them.

We are reminded also how often the
Seriptures have warned us to disregard
the demands of the body, that they are
deceptive, misleading and must be con-
trolled by man’s will, or, through the
evils of sin and disease, physical desire
eventually will ruin all hopes of peace
and happiness here and in that life
bevond.

That man has so long glorified his
natural body is due to the disinclination
of the unbeliever to have faith in any-
thing that cannot be seen with his natu-
ral eyes. Our sun, the universe and
that obvious but unseen, omniscient,
omnipotent and omnipresent power of
God that “doeth all things well,” do not
convince those who willingly condone
evil and falsity.

Swedenborg definitely reveals that
just as man can live according to his
own free will here in the world, he can
continue to do so in the world beyond.
but in living the life he loves, he
shapes his character and determines his
destiny.

He is given every opportunity, but

if he cannot be happy with people of
integrity, he in due time seeks out and
finds those companions with whom he
feels at home. If these are in the hells,
the mercy of God nevertheless has thus
permitted each individual freely to seek
the environment in eternity that appeals
to him and in which he can be content.

Whatever reaction the reader may
have to Swedenborg’s revelation that
man lives from his spiritual body be-
cause it is the living center from which
his faculties function, few will doubt
that to attach all our affections to
worldly life and the deceptive yearnings
of our perishable bodies, is far from
wise,

A garment may be beautiful but it
can hardly be compared with the eter-
nal value of the soul and spirit who
wears it. According to our author, the
soul and spirit are already living in
eternity, for they are immortal, but, as
we well know, our earth grown bodies
have no place there. Ome feels as
though he is treading on Holy ground
in writing on these things, but Sweden-
borg’s discoveries are a Godsend.—
Berwarp E. Scriven

(Mr. Scriven, a New York business
man, has been a student of our teach-
ings for many years.)

"COME AND SEE" SAID
PHILIP TO NATHANAEL

Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith
unto him, We have found him, of whom
Moses in the law, and the prophels, did
write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph. And Nathanael said unto him,
Can there any good thing come out of
Nazareth?—Joun 1:45, 46.

THE INVITATION IN THE foregoing is
to everyone who is willing to be led by
the truth. And only in the Lord’s New
Church is it more fully realized.

There has been a time in our life
when we, too, tarried under the fig tree,
that is, in natural good. And it appears
that most religions of the world love to
tarry there now.

It seems that we have failed to re-
member these words of the Lord: “I
have yet many things to say unto you,
but ve cannot bear them mnow.” And
His Word can never be comprehended
as long as we remain in natural good
alone, that is, in that which is our Own.,

But one day we too, heard the Lord’s
call, “Come and see.” And now we can
joyfully say with Nathanael, “Thon art
the King of Israel,” that is, the truth
in its spiritual sense.

We cannot receive these higher truths
as long as we grope about in darkness,
that is, in the falsities and evils of life,
and things that are spiritually dead.

This brings to mind the words of the
angel at the tomb, “Why seek ye the
living among the dead, he is not here,

for he is risen, as he said. And go
quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead, and behold, he
goeth before you into Galilee, there you
shall see him.”

It is said that we shall find Him in
“(alilee,” for this is the establishment
of the church in our life, that is, truth
conjoined to good.

In the Apocalypse, John heard a
voice behind him. And when he turned
around, he could see the Lord. And
the voice said come up hither, and I
will show thee the things which must be
hereafter,

In this truth, we learn that our will
must be inverted, that is, we must come
to the Lord and rise above our own
selfish desires before heaven will open
to us, and the New Jerusalem descends
into our life. In this revelation, we
have found the universal invitation of
the Lord's New Church, “And the
Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And
let him that heareth say come, And let
him that is athirst come. And whoso-
ever will, let him take the water of life
freely.” And to all men, in all walks
of life, Yea, where ever man is found,
Truth cries aloud, “Come And See.”"—
James SmitH,

(Mr. Smith first became acquainted
with our teachings through a course
with Convention’s Bible Study School.
e then took studies by correspondence
with our Theological School, and has be-
come a member of the National Associa-
tion. Ie resides in Tiger, Tenn.)
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of CHURCHES HONOR
SWEDENBORG'S 265th
- 2IRTH ANNIVERSARY

oS
k Mainly under the auspices of
- the Swedenborg Foundation, which
e mployed the services of a firm
1—‘: f well known public rcl;.itions
e ounsellors, the commemoration of
g Swedenborg's birthday Jan. 29
E was more widespread and effective
- this year than ever, especially in
to . .
E iidtown New York where groups
prEs f churches both in that city and
e n Brooklyn joined in doing honor

the revelator.
. In other large centers notably
= Boston, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,

‘;;; ( ;;icago, Cincinnati, St, Louis and : :
in Washingsom, dicie iss eces e Participating ministers in interdenominational celebration of the 265th anni-
L ial programs with ““ts,tandmg versary of the birth of Emanuel Swedenborg, held at the New York New Church,
dies speakers bringing to considerable Sunday, Jan. 25. Left to right: John A. Bell, Church of the Incarnation (Protestant
as '_'l‘”‘b‘"'s the message of the New g iscopal); Raymond H. Rosche, Church of the Covenant (Presbyterian); J. Franklin
and Church as well as accounts of  ghindell Marble Collegiate Church (Reformed); Allen S. Hedgecock, First Moravian
- Swedenborg’s life and work. Episcopal Church; Stephen Murany, Adams-Parkhurst Memorial Church (Presbyterian);
3 At several of the churches the  Wm. R. Woofenden, The New Church (Swedenborgian); Ralph Walker, Madison
«ccasion also was taken to ob-  Avenue Baptist Church; Richard E. Evans, Church of the Crossroads (Presbyterian).
— serve League Sunday, Cincinnati
W lowing that plan, with William warming the bleak theology of the H
v ~chneider, Leonard King and Robert MiddlegAges. His wriﬁigs are In Tribute To
Sevier coudyc"ning the ser\--icc, the Junior today the prime influence beating Swedenborg
g0 ir providing the music. down the wall of irrationality, mak-
- 5 Beports from smaller cities refer to ing way for a faith that appeals at (Address given by the Rev. Ralph
be cal newspaper editorials; the Reli- once to reason and to the heart.” U-'alk‘er, pastor of the Madison Avenue
- rous News Service, New York, which The net, or result, of these events, or Baptist (,.‘hur.ch, New York, at the In-
: tacts many of the country’s dailies, ceptainly the end in view. is to share terdenominational Celebration of the
* luded a special section devoted to the ¢ otflers o tfver—wi(icning = 265th anniversary of the birth of Eman-
Rl iversary, and Swedenborg Fellow-  yqefyl, invigorating truths that will help uel Swedenborg, held at the New
bruth p chapters exchanged messages of ¢, guide the people to peace and Church, New York, Sunday, Jan. 25,
\ sreeting. happiness. 1953.)
d a The address by the Rev. Ralph Wal- THERE 18 A FAMoOUSs toast attributed to
bned cer (Baptist) at the New York com- the great Plato who said that he was
Aad moration, was notable. With his per- Other Commemorations thankful for several things: first, that
I ssion we publish it in this number. Philadelphia held its observance Feb. he was born a man and not a woman;
% be in Hart, president of the Brooklyn 9, the birth date according to the new second, that he was born a free man and
~ociety, introduced Mr. Woofenden as  calendar. Principal speakers were Dr. not a slave. Again, that he was born
will rincipal speaker at the Brooklyn inter- Howard D. Spoerl, professor of phi- a Greek and not a barbarian. But
i ‘enominational celebration in First losophy at American International Col- above all the things for which he, Plato,
- -r.-.‘h_\-'tcr_ian Church. Five other com- lege, Springfield, Mass., and Mrs, said that he was thankful was this, that
Rt mions joined with the Society there, Cyriel O. Sigstedt, author of the new he hud. been privileged to h_.-lve helen
ol At the Washington cbservation in the Swedenborg biography. b‘orn in the same generation with
we vational Church, Jan. 30, former Con- ] SR,
n of zressman Martin F. Smith spoke on At Frankford. Pa.. the Rev. Leonard H. G. Wells tells us when he began
the I'he Appeal Swedenborg’s Ideas Have  j mafe], pastur’ spoke Sunday evening ool Inonumeflta‘l kask, of gather.
And r Me.” The Pittsburgh Sunday- Fep 1 on "S“’cc’lenborg e Bevelator 2 o2 ’t.uaterml for his ‘OUtl.lllC of His-
d let Telegraph editorialized, “Whatever may and gave an -accnunt of his visit the pa;t tory t]lat‘ of all t]l.e myriads of men
Mhoso- e his ultimate place in religion, the .o ror to societies of the New Church who had lived on thls.e-urth only about
life swedish seer’s amazing versatility and Furope. The Men's Club rendered 6,000 were “’(’rtl.' writing about! We
alks atellectual powers always will mark oopo of colactions w_hO. Ay happily here .tnda_v on this
pund. im as one who cannot be forgotten.” x ; d'St‘“g‘ff‘?ll'ed }(J('Cﬂi‘iiﬂﬂ "e.]]Oicf nl()t only
R~ " . i 4 ; in our fellowship but in the high privi-
i 1“"5 Edwin Markham, American The commemoration at Pittsburgh lege of paying a tribute not indeEd to
et laureate, who once wrote (New ; 5 Hiving conteiabotary Plat d
- York dmerioon. Ot 7t 1911): }I)r.med rqmte a‘succesr:. A full churech a g porary, as > a.O con
B . ; ? . joined in an interesting program the to Socrates, but to one who “being dead
e As t'he genial ocean streams im- afternoon of Feb. 1 sponsored by the Vet speaketh unto us,” and whose genius
s perceptibly warm and invigorate local chapter of the Swedenborg Fel- is surely most vitally contemporary—
:L, our shores, so the influence of Swe- lowship, at which the Rev. William H. Emanuel Swedenborg.
b _.:-"___ denborg’s thought has f"]' a hun- Beales, of Detroit, delivered an address Like John Wesley who never meant
dred years been thawing and on “Swedenborg the Seer.” (Next page please)
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(From page 13)

to found a new denomination, the great
Swedenborg did not attempt to preach
a new sect into existence. Rather, he
wished that all who study and teach in
the field of religion should listen to
what he had to say, and thus broaden
their own horizons, an ideal and a pur-
pose which seem to a degree to be ful-
filled in this lovely inter-church fellow-
ship this afternoon.

Ralph Waldo Fmerson paid Sweden-
borg epie tribute in one of the finest of
his essays, and the late eminent Epis-
copal clergyman, Dr. Joseph Fort New-
ton, reading it thereupon himself be-
came a devoted and grateful student of
the Swedish thinker. Newton says of
Swedenborg, I must name him scien-
tist, seer and saint.”

There is a remarkable diagram or
chart showing the achievements of this
genius which may be in your hands to-
day. A glance at it reveals the phe-
nomenal extent of his scientific attain-
ments. Think of a man who while still
in middle age, fifty-six, had written and
published more than sixty works —
mathematics, metallurgy, mechanies,
chemistry, physiology, geology, astron-
omy, anatomy, and other subjects—all
in Latin, the international language of
the scientific world of Swedenborg's
day. But his science was by no means
all theoretical book learning, for his
list of inventions is reminiscent in strik-
ing ways of his fellow-genius, Leonardo
da Vinei.

He was, 1 repeat, fifty-six when he
felt that he had done his utmost to cover
by study, analysis and interpretation
everything he could discern in the natu-
ral world. Thereupon, Swedenborg,
submitting his glorious intellect to di-
vine direction in an act of sublime dedi-
cation, spent his remaining twenty-eight
vears in more purely religious studies,
and in seeking and receiving, as he af-
firms, spiritual revelations.

Yes, Dr. Newton names him scientist
and seer. We are reminded of the
words which John Ruskin uses as the
climax of one of his books on art and
architecture. Said Ruskin, “There are
hundreds who can talk for one who can
think, but there are thousands who can
think for one who can see.”” This man,
born a quarter of a millenium ago, saw
so far and so deeply that it may well
be said of him that he is still a herald.
Practically none of his greatest teach-
ing was received into the thinking of
his own day. Much of his teaching is
still indirect in its influence in our day.
So that the future may possibly belong
to him more than to most of the au-
thentie teachers of the last 250 vears.

Of all the almost innumerable phases
of his vision which one might treat to-
day, may I settle upon the one which is
reflected in Swedenborg’s tribute to
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Homer, the blind poet of ancient
Grecian days of whom Shakespeare
said, “He saw the world and saw it
whole.” They said of Homer but it
might as well be said of Swedenborg,
“The religious seeker; who has not read
him is like a man who has not seen the
ocean. There is yet a great object of
which he has no idea.”

My key thought, then, this afternoon
is this wholeness which the myriad-
minded Swedenborg most certainly saw,
his awareness of unity. If we are to
see the world whole then, as in the life
and work of Swedenborg himself, sci-
ence must assemble its data, philosophy
must interpret it in universal terms, and
religion must reveal its spiritual disei-
pline, value and infinite possibilities.
Emanuel Swedenborg saw this whole-
ness, this unity everywhere.

His was a unitive mind, He saw the
unity in a human life in this world, he
saw that the moral and civie life are
spiritual life in action. He perceived

and experienced the unity of God. He
saw not three Gods but he saw God
three times. He saw God in the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit. He saw
the unity in the Bible, the Word of
God. Not several theologies, as many
theologies as there are books in the
Bible, but the Bible as a whole, one
Divine Word. And he saw the whole-
ness, the oneness, the continuity be-
tween what we call mortality and im-
mortality. All is life, the eternal and
infinite soul permeates and undergirds
all, and dying is a phase of life.

Concerning Swedenborg, I find no
clearer or more grateful word than that
of one said to be the greatest woman
of our generation, Helen Keller, the
blind, who though she sits and walks
in physical darkness, could say these
words of the one to whom we all re-
joice to pay our solemn tribute: “His
message has traveled like light side by
side with the new science, the new free-
dom and the new society.”

Paterson Society Elects

At its annual meeting following a
congregational dinner Feb. 1, the Pat-
erson Society re-elected Forster W,
Freeman, Jr., president, Mrs. Anna
Regenass, vice-pres., and Mrs. Eunice
Nicol, treas. L. Malcolm Nicol having
retired as secretary because of ill
health, Albert Maletsky was elected to
that office. Reports showed affairs in a
healthy condition, though incapacity and
numerous removals had affected atten-
dance. The Sunday school had in-
creased its enrollment.

The Pecks Are Safe

Some concern was felt over the
safety of Dr. and Mrs. John S. Peck,
of the New York Society, who had
sailed via Holland American line for the
Netherlands just as the recent storms
were at their worst. But we now learn
of their safe and uneventful arrival.

Mr. Denton Recovered
Members of the Orange, N, J., So-
ciety and many other friends are re-
joicing over the quick recovery of Per-
cival Denton, president of the church,
from a light paralytic attack. He is

back at his accustomed duties,

Wanted

If anyone has a copy of either
or both of the following books
which he or she will sell or give
away, please get in touch at onece
with the Board of Missions, 380
Van Houten St., Paterson 1, N. J.:

“New Church In the New
World,” Block.

“The Wedding Garment,” Eng-
lish or German, Pendleton.

Lecture Series

Los Angeles has begun a lecture
series which will extend for some weeks.
Feb. 8, the pastor, the Rev. Andre Dia-
conoff, spoke on “Toward New Spirit-
ual Horizons” ; Feb. 22 the lecturer will
be Jack Odey, whose subject will be
“The Divine Man.” Other speakers
will include Dr, Harold Dryseline, Dr.
F. L. O’Neil, Kenneth Knox, the Rev.
R. L. Young.

Elmwood's New Project

The Elmwood, Mass., Society discus-
sion group finds Sunday evening meet-
ings quite worthwhile, held in various
homes and followed by refreshments.
Recent meetings have been stimulated
by the series of talks now in process by
the Reverends Wunsch, R. H. Tafel
and Regamey. The church’s successful
February supper was put on for the
first time by the Senior League. More
than a hundred attended.

Sacramento Circle

All California Association ministers
and their wives were guests of the Sac-
ramento Cirele Feb. 11, at a meeting
held at the home of Mr. and Mrs, Irion
Shields. The ministers were holding
their mid-year session at Berkeley in
connection with the Coast-wide 31st
Annual Pastoral Interdenominational
Conference.

Mr. Moulten On Coast

C. L. Moulton, president of the West-
ern New Church Union, Chicago, and
who will celebrate his ninety-third
birthday in June, is visiting in Berke-
ley, Calif., with his daughter Mrs. J. A,
Gamon, a member of the San Francisco
parish.
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TELLS OF SUMMER VISIT TO HOLLAND

The interest of this article is ac-
centuated by mews of the recent disas-
rous floods in the areas wisited.—ED.)

Last summer when my son-in-law,
who is in U. S. diplomatic service in
Holland, invited me to tour Europe at
is expense, it didn't take me long to
i=cide what to do.

Leaving New York June 17 on the
5. L.M., the Royal Dutch Airline, for
Amsterdam, we flew to Labrador and
‘rom there across the Atlantic Ocean
== Scotland in about seven hours. From
“restwick, Scotland, there was one
wore hop of about three hours to
tmsterdam.

Flying over Great Britain, one who
~ accustomed to the land survey of the
=iddle states into perfect squares and
sarallelograms, is struck by the strange
wntrast of the erazy-quilt arrangement
¢ the British fields. They seem very
«=all and of every shape, mostly sep-
srated by hedges. Flying offers an ex-
<llent study in geography. The coun-
=rv lies underneath like a huge relief
=ap corresponding exactly to the pic-
=zre in the book.

At Amsterdam the plane made a large
rcle affording a rare opportunity to
«= a considerable part of Holland.
“rom the ground no one could get a
=rue idea of how many canals there are.
= the largest ones ocean liners are
wwwed into port, and the smallest serve
“ur fences between the fields.

The famous wind mills are just about
« enced since power pumps have taken
“weir place. Pumping has to go on
+! the time because of the seepage from
2= river Rhine which would accumu-
st and cover a large area of the best
“2rm land lying down to about sixteen
‘==t below sea level.

Going to Europe as a Convention
wnister I would naturally be expected
v visit many of the New Church so-
=ties. This, however, was not my
-rivilege unless I wanted to cut loose
‘rom my family and go on my own.

I was with my son-in-law whose duty
= is to observe political and labor move-
=ments and report them to Washington.
= these interests we toured six coun-
“ries, spending most of our time in Hol-
snd where the family is stationed,

In July there was a general election
= Holland in which we took an active
=terest. There were many posters up
:nd there were party meetings, but
“here was little excitement and appar-
==tly no bitterness. I paid particular
s*tention to the communist posters and
what they had to say, just as a matter
¢ curiosity and contrast with commu-
sist publicity in th U. S. They were
=ot hindered nor denounced, for Hol-
:nd is a free country where everybody

is supposed to have the intelligence to
make up his own mind.

The result was that whereas the com-
munists had four seats in Parliament,
they had only two after the election.
Everybody votes in Holland, profes-
sionals, business men, workers, house-
wives and maids, all rush to the polls
on election day. There is a law com-
pelling every voter to appear at a poll
or be subject to fine. The fine is very
small and serves as a symbol rather
than as punishment.

In the way of labor activity I at-
tended a national union convention at
Utrecht. It seemed more like a church
convention. The meeting, attended by
around five hundred representatives,
was opened by Secripture reading and
prayer, and two hymns were sung.
Then followed speeches by various
union representatives, completely with-
out bitterness although attended by
subtle humor aimed at one or another.
During recess I mentioned to a union
organizer the religious atmosphere per-
vading the meeting, and he then plead-
ed with me to try to introduce more
religion into American unions. This
made me feel very humble indeed.

As far as I could learn there are no
strikes in Holland, nor have been for a
long time. Although the many unions
are all independent of each other, when
a problem for one arises they all get
together, and with that force have been
able to negotiate everything that a
strike could possibly have achieved,

One of the functions of a diplomat
is the attendance at many receptions.
These are arranged at various places
for the purpose of getting representa-
tives from all over the world together
so they may get acquainted and learn
through personal contact how others
think and feel. Since I was privileged
to get a pass to these gatherings, I
made the best of my opportunity to get
acquainted with as many representa-
tives as my three languages would
allow.

Nearly all diplomats from Europe
know German and from other parts of

Converter Converted?

Preparing to use some 60-cycle
equipment in a local chureh hall
the electrician decided to check to
see if the building had been con-
verted from 25 to 60-cycle power.

“Tell me,” he telephoned, “have
vou been converted yet?”

“That, young man, is none of
your concern,” a ministerial voice
responded, “it’s a matter entirely
between myself and my Maker.”

the world many know enough English
to carry on a conversation. The rep-
resentative from Indonesia, and those
from Venezuela and Turkey, spoke
English quite fluently. French, still
nominally the diplomatic language, I
found far outstripped by English, Ae-
cording to reliable estimates English is
spoken by about twice as many people
as any other language, and people who
speak English, no matter what part of
the world they come from, all under-
stand each other, which is not true of
Chinese and other oriental languages.

Among the many functions in which
I shared, I was privileged to attend one
where Queen Juliana was the guest of
honor. For many blocks the sidewalks
were crowded with people who hoped
to get at least one glimpse of the queen
as she passed in her black limousine.
Queen Juliana has such a peaceful,
friendly and motherly look that she in-
voluntarily inspires the greatest ad-
miration and deepest devotion on the
part of her people.

Anyone visiting Holland will soon
be convinced that it is one of the lead-
ing countries of the world, industrially,
intellectually and morally. First of all
one is struck by the cleanliness. The
streets are clean, the countryside is
clean, there are no weeds evident.
Grass grows right up to the pavement
of the highways and is kept short.
There are no flies, and in any restau-
rant one does not have to worry about
getting something that hasn’t had the
utmost care in cleanliness.

Holland has a good school system
with a class arrangement slightly dif-
ferent from ours. They stress foreign
languages. One of my grandsons who
is now in the fourth grade in the Hague,
is taking French. Later they take Eng-
lish and German besides their native
Dutch of course. By the time they
graduate from high school all students
know at least three languages well
enough to absorb a good deal of the
culture of those languages. Their sys-
tem of education makes the Dutch cos-
mopolitan, and I never felt so much in
the center of the world as I did in
Holland.

It was gratifying to learn that Amer-
icans, and Canadians as well, are highly
respected in Holland. Everywhere in
presenting ourselves as U. S. citizens
we met a hearty welcome. I hope that
all of the seven hundred and fifty thou-
sand Americans who visited Europe this
summer have come back with the feel-
ing that there are millions of splendid
people on the other side of the Atlantic
who are our friends when we learn to
know them.—Hexry K. PeTERS

(Mr. Peters is missionary minister
for the states of Washington and
Oregon.)
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GOALS OF OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS

Tue MesseNGER surely is to be com-
mended for giving so much space in its
columns recently to the subject of our
Sunday schools. The religious educa-
tion of our children is a matter of the
deepest importance to us all, both for
the children’s own sakes and for the
sake of the Church.

Since there seems to be some differ-
ence of opinion as to the goals of our
Sunday schools — the first essential to
common thinking and planning—I ven-
ture to submit a third discussion of this
subject, as it seems to me that the dif-
ference of opinion is the result of a
somewhat hasty and superficial consid-
eration of the original article on goals
presented by the Public Relations Com-
mittee of the American New-Church
Sunday School Association in Tur Mes-
SENGER, Nov. 15,

In its issue of Dec 27, Rev. Othmar
Tobisch, who has given much time and
thought to the preparation of new ma-
terials for use in the Sunday schools of
the California Association, objects to
the first two goals as suggested in the
Association’s article.

The first of these was “Knowledge
of the letter of the Word.” Mr.
Tobisch’s objection is taken on the
ground that such a “Bible centered”
program is not, as he believes it should
be, primarily “Lord centered.”

Since people do not always have their
old MessExcers readily available, I
should like to quote the first paragraph
of the Sunday School Association
artiele:

“The primary task of the Church

is ‘to keep the Divine among men.’

And in the New Church we know

that our access to the Divine is by

means of the Word. ‘For the Lord
alone teaches man, but mediately
by means of the Word.””
This is the preface to the statement of
the first goal.

In urging the “Lord centered” pro-
gram Mr. Tobisch says: “How can a
child love the Lord if it knows nothing
about Him?” How, indeed? And how
else than through the Word can we or
our children come to this knowledge?
To imply that in bringing the child to
a knowledge of the letter of the Word
we are not bringing him to the Lord,
or that we can better lead him to the
Lord by way of our own instruetion
merely “aided” by the Word seems to
this writer a highly equivocal position
to take. The Lord is the Word, and the
Word is the Lord.

It is quite true that the letter of the
Word and the sense of the letter are
two different things, and that “sense of
the letter” should have been used in-
stead of “letter’” in paragraph three of
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the Association article. But, as Mr.
Tobisch himself points out, the sense of
the letter is “something that arises in
the mind, an understanding of what is
read” and is “highly individualistic.”

Our children, then, surely have the
task of first becoming acquainted with
the letter that they may be able to draw
from it the “sense.” We should indeed
help them, as they go along, to read it
in the light of true doctrine, but the
doctrine is not a substitute for knowl-
edge of the letter. Neither they nor
we can acquire the sense of the letter
except from the letter itself.

There is a current tendency in the
Christian churches to speak of Chris-
tianity as if it were something indepen-
dent of the Gospel record of the Lord’s
life. Indeed the record is judged and
sometimes rejected as if from some su-
perior knowledge of what Christ was
and taught or would have taught if he
had lived today—assuming Him dead.
And the same principle is applied with
still greater freedom in the study of
the Old Testament.

The New Churchman should have in
mind the truth that the Word was ver-
bally inspired and that the text has been
preserved and guarded by the Divine
Providence, but ideas arising from the
humanistic concept of religion are met
with so commonly in current religious
literature that they sometimes settle
over the mind like dust which must be
swept away before the lost piece of sil-
ver comes to light.

We remember that Swedenborg as-
sures us that even he received nothing
of doctrine except from the Lord alone
as he read the Word. Little children
must indeed be helped by teachers and
pastors and parents in their learning
of the letter of the Word, but the em-
phasis should be on what the Word
says rather than on what the individual
adult mind of the teacher understands
from it, and the instruction must have
as its first goal te give the child that
systematic knowledge of the letter of
the Word which is his birthright.

If the teacher merely uses the Word

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
ASSOCIATION

This New Church Association (incor-
porated in 1907), is planning to develop
new activities, probably in the Boston area.
Our former work in Lynn has been taken
over by a group in that city chartered in
1947 as Gregg Neighborhood House Asso-
ciation, Inc. We are contributing to this
work.

EDWINA WARREN WISE, President.
WILLIAM C. MORGAN, Treasurer,

27 Whitecomb St., Belmont 79, Mass.

as an “‘aid,” choosing from it here and
there such passages and stories as seem
to him best to illustrate a particular
doctrine—even the all-important doc-
trine of the Lord—he is assuming to
know better than the Lord Himself
what the child should be given. We
need to remind ourselves again and
again that it is the Lord alone who
really teaches, and that He teaches only
mediately by means of the Word. To
bring the child to the Word is to bring
him to the Lord. It is through the
letter- of the Word in our minds that
the Lord is present with us and able to
help us recognize and meet our tempta-
tions.

The second Sunday School Associa-
tion goal to which Mr. Tobisch objects
is “A knowledge of the spiritual
sense.” He feels that children are not
“capable of getting the spiritual sense
except in a very diffuse and shadowlike
manner.” My own experience over
many years of Sunday school teaching
is quite to the contrary. The minds of
children are much closer to the heavens
than are our adult minds, and they
often show much quicker and keener
perceptions of heavenly meanings than
the teacher. I could give many exam-
ples from experience. And their per-
ceptions are not diffuse and shadowlike,
but intensely clear and specific and re-
markably accurate when judged in the
light of the Writings.

Children who have been given,
through progressive instruction in cor-
respondences, the needed introduction
to a knowledge of the spiritual sense
and who have had such responsive per-
ceptions grow up with a confidence of
belief in the Lord and the Word which
cannot be shaken by the worldliness
and humanism to which they are so soon
exposed.

No wonder we lose our young people
if we do not furnish them with the
means the Lord has provided for see-
ing Him come in the clouds of heaven
with power and glory! In dpocalypse
Revealed 24, speaking of the promise
to the New Church Swedenborg says,
“By ‘the clouds of heaven’ in which He
is to come, nothing else is meant but the
Word in its literal sense; and by ‘glory’
in which they will see Him, the Word
in its spiritual sense.” If we have
really caught even a glimpse of this
glory ourselves, we shall delight in
opening the eves of our children to it.

There are two passages from the
Church writings which have sometimes
been quoted in isolated and mutilated
form to support the view that men on
earth are not to concern themselves
with the spiritual sense. One of them
is from Adrcana Coelestia 4279: “The
supreme sense of the Word . . . is for

(Next page please)
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(From page 76)

= inmost or third heaven; its internal
wnse . . . is for the middle or second
caven; but the lower sense of the
Word . . . is for the lowest or first
<aven; and the lowest or literal sense
: for man while still living in the
world.” Here the quotation always
stops. This, however, is not the end
¢ the sentence; it goes on, “and who
< nevertheless of such a nature that
“he interior sense, and even the inter-

! and supreme senses, can be com-
=unicated to him.”

The other passage is the last sen-
wence of Sacred Scripture 56: “It is
witer therefore for man to study the
Word in the sense of the letter; from
=is alone is doetrine furnished.” This
sounds quite conclusive until we look
o the number and find that it treats
¢ a specific subject, the procuring of
Zoctrine, and read the first sentence:
It might be believed that the doctrine
¢ gzenuine truth could be procured by
=eans of the spiritual sense of the
Word which is furnished through a
snowledge of correspondences. But
‘octrine is not procured by means of

:t sense, buf is only lighted up and

rroborated.” (Italies mine.)

The remainder of this number should
= carefully read and digested by every
sunday school teacher. It points out

it the understanding of the spiritual
sense — far from being an “achieve-
=ent” of man, which might limit it to

se of advanced learning, experience,

d age—is a gift of the Lord be-
stowed under certain simple conditions.

However, we learn further, in
Heaven and Hell 114, that if this gift
< to be given in any fullness, one must
~quire a knowledge of correspon-
fences, which the Lord has provided for
s in Swedenborg’s writings. This in-
troductory knowledge we can and
should attempt to give our children.
The Lord will govern the result.

The last part of Mr. Tobisch’s arti-

= is in general agreement with that
f the Sunday School Association.
However, I rather object to the use of
the word “fun.” I think the Sunday
~chool Association article under Goal %
-overs the same point in a better way.

hildren should indeed find their re-
igious instruction a happy experience,
sut it should be a quite different type
f delight from that which they them-
selves think of as “fun.” The attempt
to make Sunday school fun has greatly
weakened the religious value of many
Sunday schools. We hear much testi-
mony to this effect from parents and
children alike.

Also I feel that a word of caution is
in order as to the use of “Bible plays.
ageants, and movies.” Mr. Tobisch
suggests that their use is similar to the
methods of the angels in teaching by

]

“representations.”” We must remember,
however, that in heaven the represen-
tations are expressions of true corres-
pondence, while most of the presently
available Bible plays, pageants, and
movies largely are products of human
imagination, often very slightly related
to the story as it is in the Word. 1
have seen some of those considered “the
best” by other churches, which do vio-

lence to the Word and introduce ideas
which are quite out of keeping with the
truth as it comes from the Lord.

As we introduce new methods, let us
be sure our materials will produce the
right impressions.—Awnira S. Dore

(Mrs. Dole, secretary of the Theo-
logical School board, and former presi-
dent of the National Alliance, is wife
of the minister at Bath, Me.)

LETTERS 1= EDITOR

Error Corrected

To the Eprror:

I think you are mistaken in supposing
|MessExGEr Jan. 24| that the dates
March 31 to April 11 given in the Spir-
itual Diary 5746 as those covering the
Last Judgment of 1757 are in the “old
calendar.” The Gregorian or new style
was adopted in England in 1752, five
years previously.

Joux R. Swaxrox
Newtonville, Mass.
[ ]

More Than A "Garment"
To the Eprror:

In your Jan. 10 edition appears
an article entitled, “Association With
God,” in which the author states that,
“the literal sense of the Seripture, is
but the garment of the true sense, which
is the internal sense, and it is this part
of the Word that is holy, and it is this
which is the Lord.”

In my opinion, based on the truth re-
vealed in True Christian Religion 214,
this is an unintentional misrepresenta-
tion of the Sacred Scriptures as under-
stood in the light of the New Church.

It is true that the literal sense is a
“garment” of the inner senses, but it
should not be said that the internal
sense is the “true sense,” implying that
the literal sense is untrue. Nor should
it be said that, “‘it is this part of the
Word that is holyv.” for the internal
sense without the literal sense is not the
Word, nor is it holy; neither is it the
Lord.

The Lord is the Word only when it
is in its fullness — celestial, spiritual
and natural, and the “Word is the real
Word in the sense of the letter, for
inwardly in this there is spirit and
life.” ibid. 214. We also read in this
number that “the words of the Tord
were spoken in the natural sense.”

In all our considerations and study
of the spiritual sense of the Word we
would do well to keep in mind that “the
literal sense is the basis, containant and
support of the spiritual and celestial
senses,” and that in its unity and com-
pleteness it is the Word. is the Lord.
and is holy.

Erwin D. Renpexorr
Edmonton. Alb.

Cecile Werben Celebrates 25th
Anniversary As Press Manager

Asked if the question she answered
February 8, 1948, still can be respond-
ed to in the affirmative, Cecile Werben,
manager of the New Church Press,
Brooklyn, and subscription agent for
Ture MgrssEnGer, replied “yes.”

On that date, reaching her twentieth
year as manager, she had been queried
as to whether she thought the first
twenty years were the easiest. Now she
can commemorate twenty-five years, and
still find her combination of many im-
portant tasks interesting and productive
of her ready smile.

Mr. Billings Has Operation
Following a slight operation at a
Philadelphia hospital, the Rev. Rollo K.
Billings is back in his Chicago, north-

side, pulpit in the best of health,

New Organ Swell

El Cerrito (Calif.) reports installa-
tion of an Orgatron Organ which now
swells its church with lovely musie, with
Constance Miller at the console. Con-
rad Miller, treasurer, 1619 Richmond
St., welcomes more contributions to the
organ fund.

Church's New Furnace
The Ladies Aid of the Pittsburgh So-
ciety recently made a gift to the church
of $500 toward the cost of a gas fur-
nace. At the same meeting, Mildred
Heddaeus was re-elected president of
the women’s group.

Silver Anniversary
The Rev. and Mrs. Othmar Tobisch,
of the San Francisco parish, celebrated
their Silver Wedding Anniversary Feb.
20 and were entertained by the Los
Angeles Society.

Admirable Idea
Instead of the commonly used “Nurs-
ery” or “Infants Group,” the Kitchener
Society calls its children cared for dur-
ing the service the Junior Congrega-
tion. An excellent idea.

Debut on Television
Authorized Candidate Ernest O.
Martin, serving the Wilmington Soci-
ety, having made his debut on television
participated in WAMS’s “Thought For
the Day” radio program Jan. 20, 21, 22.
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Births, Baptisms, Married, Memorials

BORN

Zacuarias—Rebecca Anne, born to
the Rev. and Mrs. Eric Zacharias,
Pretty Prairie, Kans., Dec. 19. Little
brother Dickie now has a sister to guide
and cheer.

BAPTIZED

NirLsex, — Karen Elisabeth, infant
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Niel-
sen, of Washington, was baptized in the
Church of the Holy City, January 18,

the Rev. Wm. F. Wunsch officiating.
[ ]

Friesen.—Victor Edward, infant son
of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Friesen, Rob-
lin. Man., was baptized January 5, Lay
Leader Erwin D. Reddekopp officiating,.

MARRIED

Bricas-Wesster. — Jean Webster,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Guy F. Web-
ster, of Fryeburg, Me.,, was married
February 7 in the New Church there
to William Worcester Briggs, son of the
Rev. and Mrs. Horace W. Briggs. The
father of the groom officiated. A recep-

tion followed in the Church Hall,
°

Forp-Dr Maine. — At the home of
the bride’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Mar-
vin de Maine, of Washington, D. C,,
Virginia Louise de Maine and Robert
Emmit Ford of Scotch Plains, N. J.,
were married October 18, the Rev. Wm.
F. Wunsch officiating.

.

Waven-Arvex. — In the Church of
the Holy City, Washington, D. C., Ran-
dall Waugh, Jr., of Pelham, N. Y., and
Jane Grace Allen, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Louis J. Allen, of Vienna, Va.,
were joined in marriage January 17.
The Rev. Wm. F. Wunsch officiated.

°

LrvererTe-Bererra—Marlene Eliz-
abeth Beretta, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Beretta, became the bride
December 28 of Alvah Paul Leverette,
at the Little Chapel of the Flowers,
Berkeley, Calif. The Rev. Owen T.
Turley, minister in El Cerrito, officiated.

In Memoriam

Sravrping.—Lewis Dana Spaulding,
78, who resided near Chatham, a
brother of Willis J. Spaulding, former
city commissioner, died December 18 at
St. John’s Hospital, Springfield, IlI.,
following an illness of about three
weeks., A tribute to his memory ap-
peared as an editorial Dec. 19 in the
Illinois State Register. He was horn
in Springfield Oct. 29, 1874, the son of
Lewis H. and Mary Johnson Spaulding.
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In 1899 he married Emma L. Green-
way, who survives him, The Rev. L. G.
Landenberger officiated. For fifteen
years he and his brother, Willis, were
partners in the operation of a nursery
and garden east of the city adjoining
the present site of Bergen Park. The
brothers were the third generation of
gardeners and nurserymen in the fam-
ily. Their grandfather operated a nur-
sery between FEighth and Ninth Sts.
along the Wabash railroad tracks as
early as 1856. It later was moved to a
large tract of land between what is now
Riverton and Spaulding. In 1910 Mr.
Spaulding acquired a large farm near
Chatham, where he specialized in or-
charding and raising asparagus. His
farm was regarded in many circles as
the largest fresh market asparagus
plantation in the state. The remainder
of his land was devoted to general farm-
ing and stock raising. Mr. Spaulding
was a charter member of the Sangamon
County Farm Bureau. Mr. Spaulding
was a life-long New Churchman., His
mother, Mrs. Mary Johnson Spaulding,
was an ardent Swedenborgian and
taught our doctrines to all her children.
Mr. Spaulding was a constant reader of
various New Church publications and
devoted to the Church.

Besides his wife, he is survived by
two daughters, Miss Marie Spaulding,
of Springfield, and Mrs. Charles J.
Weiderman, of St. Louis. Mo.; two
sons, Mercer D. and Lewis G., both of
Springfield; 10 grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren; two brothers, Wil-
lis J. Spaulding, Springfield, and
Charles H. Spaulding, Urbana; one sis-
ter, Mrs. Frank H. Bode, of Pasadena,
Calif. One son, Malcolm, died in 1949.
Services were conducted by Rev. Ancel
Willey and burial was in Oak Ridge
Cemetery.

°

Trompson.—Rose Luetti Thompson
passed away December 11, services for
her being held December 13. She was
all her life a member of the Buffalo
Society, for many years its organist and
music director. She was highly regard-
ed as a music teacher, an oceupation she
continued until failing evesight forced
her retirement. Of a kind and gener-
ous spirit she is recalled with affection
by all who knew her. Her husband,
Elbert Thompson, and a daughter,
Helen, both preceded her to the spir-

itual world.—B. J.
.

Oatiey. — William F. Oatley, de-
voted member of the T.os Angeles So-
ciety. passed away January 8 after a
long illness, bravely endured, We shall

miss this dear friend, but have a sense
of comfort in the deep knowledge of the
joy he is experiencing in reunion with
his beloved wife, Cora. He spoke of
her often. He loved to say, “‘I have
come to know surely that the Lord
dwells with us, and in us.” Mr. Oatley
was eager to be active and to do useful
things. He has entered the realm of
eternal life and eternal activity and use-

ful service—A. D.
[ ]

Norp. — John E. Nord, of Vallejo,
Calif., passed away at his home, Decem-
ber 12, on his 88th birthday, while
waiting to be taken to the Yountville
Veterans Home. His funeral serviece
was conducted by his Masonic Lodge in
Vallejo. He became a member of the
former O’Farrell St. church (First New
Jerusalem Church), San Francisco,
January 7, 1923, and was an ardent
promoter of the heavenly doctrines. He
leaves only a sister and her children,
in the Dakotas. In His Father’s House,
there was found a room for him.—O. T,

Harr. — Herbert L. Hart, vice-
president of the American Surety Com-
pany and for many years a valued mem-
ber of the Buffalo Society, passed away
suddenly December 13. He was born
January 22, 1869, in Adamsville, R. I.,
but came to Buffalo in 1890, studied
law at the University of Buffalo and
practiced this profession for several
vears before he joined the surety firm.
He served the society in many official
capacities. Civie-minded he took an ac-
tive part in city affairs, Always of a
cheerful disposition he was greatly
esteemed by a host of friends. He is
survived by a son, Clayton G. Hart.—
B

HerBerT. — Mrs. Alice Herbert,
mother of Florence Fairfax, wife of
Harlem’s pastor, and a member of the
mission there, passed into the higher
life at her home, St. Albans, N. Y.,
January 18. Her loving presence will
be greatly missed. Final services for
her were conducted at J. Foster Phil-
lips Funeral Home, St. Albans, the
Reverend Carrington officiating.

COLLECT STAMPS?
Help Your Missions Too

Try our FAMous MissioN MIXTURES.

Worldwide accumulations. Only two
kinds. 4 S. only; #2, All-
World, including U. S. Rich in old,
new, commems., airs, etc. Large Iots,
off-on paper. Big variety. $1.00 each
lot; postpaid, except abroad.

MISSIONS STAMP OUTLET

380 Van Houten St., Paterson 1, New Jersey




Che Swedenhorg Student

“oxpuctep BY THE ReEv. Louis A. DoLE UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF
Tue SwepeNBore Founpation, NeEw YORK, SUCCEEDING ITS

FORMER MONTHLY PUBLICATION THE SWEDENBORG STUDENT.

Fditor’s Note.— With the passing
wvsw of its former editor for many
the Rev. Arthur Wilde, it was
woded to discontinue “The Sweden-

ro Student” and to arrange for a de-
e~ment in 'THE MEssENGER, each
wonth carrying on its principal features.
“randed in 1919 by the late Rev. John
¥V icchead, and Miss Serena Dandridge,
- Skepherdstown, W. Va., The Student
wet a long and valued career, which we
womr the new department will usefully
serpeiuate.

Ty,

1953 Arcana C?as; I—Vol. IX

February Par. nos.
| B 7246 - 7273
8§-14 7274 - 7298

15 -21 7299 -7386
22 - 28 7337 - 7365

Plagues Upon Egypt

“« we rEAD THE sTorY of Moses and
eraoh, we wonder that such punish-
=% had to be inflicted on Pharaoh and
- Egvptians before they would let the

iren of Israel go., We know, how-
-=_ that the history of Israel was his-
== =0 controlled that when recorded it
wo!d be the Word of God.

Zzvpt represents the natural plane

fe, the Israelites’ staying there rep-
w<ents being satisfied with the merely
=ral, and the plagues represent the

essive disasters that overtake the
ws= who lives wholly for self and the
worid.

“irst the rod of Moses is turned into

s=rpent. The serpent is the symbol

sense life, and men become serpents
wwen they deny everything thy cannot
jerceive by means of the senses. So the
woritual plane of the mind becomes

s=d. and their lives have no spiritual
Cmension.

Next the water is turned into blood.
The water of Egypt is scientific truth.
T%is truth becomes falsity when man
weomes sensual. The next plague, that

the frogs, represents reasoning
szainst the Church and spiritual things;
=d the fourth, the turning of the dust
¢ the land into lice, pictures the exter-
=] evils which inevitably afflict and tor-
=ent those who have turned from obedi-
-mce to the Word of the Lord.

The statement that the Lord would
“arden Pharaoh’s heart seems in the let-
t=r to put the blame for Pharaoh’s oh-
stinacy upon the Lord, but this is an

sppearance.” Nothing but love and
wisdom and the desire to save and bless
an go forth from God, but just as the

same heat and light from the sun which
in the olive produces wholesome fruit
produces in the deadly nightshade poi-
sonous fruit, so the influx from the Lord
flowing into an evil man stirs up and
inflames his evils, the recipient form
determining the reaction.

The subjects considered between the
chapters are always interesting and
helpful. It is good to have definite
knowledge that other planets, such as
Venus and Mars, are inhabited and that
the Lord is the one God of the universe.
And, as we read in the discussion of
charity in no, 7255, “It is of the utmost
importance to know what good is and
what evil is.” Then follows the state-
ment, “All good is from love to the Lord
and charity toward the neighbor, and all
evil is from the love of self and the
world.”

1953 Arcana Class |l—Vol. Il

February Par. nos.
=7 2575 - 2584
8-14 2585 - 2588

15-21 2589 - 2609
22 -28 2610 - 2648

Hagar and Sarah

With the fall of the Most Ancient and
Ancient Churches monogamy became al-
most unknown. So when we read that
both Hagar and Sarah were wives of
Abraham, we should remember that
Abraham was not going against the
moral code of his times.

The world of Abraham’s day had lost
all knowledge of what true marriage is.
Neither the Old Testament nor the New
gives any sanction to polygamy, but the
Seriptures make use of this relationship
to picture a spiritual truth.

Sarah was Abraham’s true wife, but
she was barren, and it was by Hagar
the Egyptian that he had his first child,
Ishmael. Qur first affections are not
our truest or highest. It is only as we
become regenerate that our proper af-
fections come into power and bear fruit.

Likewise, when Abraham went into
Egypt, he said that Sarah was his sis-
ter. We have to learn what is right be-
fore we can do it. For a time the pur-
suit of knowledge has to be our ruling
motive. Again when Abraham goes to
Gerar, he says that Sarah is his sister,
for his going into this Philistine coun-
try pictures seeking instruction in the
spiritual things of faith,

2590%: Here we have the statement
that Christians who live according to
their faith are received into heaven in

preference to (before, ahead of) Gen-
tiles. There are degrees of salvation,
It makes a difference what one believes
if he lives according to his belief.

2609 contains the familiar statement
that the essentials of salvation are found
in both the literal and the internal
senses. This is of course the case, but
we should not infer from it that knowl-
edge of the spiritual sense is not useful
or necessary. In our natural life we do
not seek just enough to keep body and
soul together. There are degrees of
external development and ecivilization.
There are also degrees of regeneration.
We should not be satisfied with the
lowest.

2632, The stories of Ishmael and
Isaac tell of the birth and development
of the natural and spiritual rational fac-
ulties. The natural rational is born of
sense knowledges and is self-assertive.
This rational is born first. The spirit-
ual rational is born of truths from the
Word, that we may become spiritual
beings.

Readings For March
1953 Arcana Class |—Vol. IX

e 7366 - 7392
8-14 7393 - 7429
15 - 21 7430 - 7455
22 - 381 7456 - 7495

1953 Arcana Class |I—Vol. ||

J==it 2649 - 2655
8-14 2666 - 2688
15-21 2689 - 2701
22 - 31 2702 - 2717

(The next publication of this depart-
ment appears in our March 21 number.
Mr. Dole will welcome questions and
comments.)

Money For Your Treasury

OVER 1,500,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHES
Were sold in 1951 by members of Sunday
Schoals, Ladies’ Aids, oung People's
Groups, etc, They enable wou to earn
money for your treasury, and make friends

for vour organization.

Sample Free to an Official

SANGAMON MILLS

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y.

The NEW CHURCH
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass.

Four-year course for the ministry,
including the B.D. degres by
cooperation with neighboring

seminaries.

Home Study in the teachings of

the Church is available.

For information apply to
Rev. Franklin H. Blackmer

President
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THE PLACE OF YOUNG
PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH

{Written by members of the Frye-
burg League, notably Fay Hodgdon.)

The importance of the young peo-
ple in the Church cannot be over-
emphasized. We are the young people
of today, but, more important, we are
the older people of tomorrow; who must
be prepared for, and ready to accept,
the responsibilities which we must as-
sume in the functions of our Church and
the religious teaching of our children.

The preparation for the future lies
in all our attitudes, ideas, and deeds of
the present. What effects do our atti-
tudes have on the people outside the
Church? In a small village such as
Fryeburg, we must realize that any such
group as our league is bound to attract
attention, and all too often, criticism,

If our functions are directed at bet-
tering ourselves, our Church, and our
community, we can feel that we have ac-
complished one link in our chain of
preparation toward the day when we
will be the leaders of our Church
society.

The effects of our attitudes on the
people in our Church will vary accord-
ing to our accomplishments. At pres-
ent we are holding our league meetings
in an attempt to unite the teen-age
members and prospective members of
our Church in learning to comprehend
the functions of the material side of our
Church and also to grasp a firmer
knowledge of our doctrines and the
teachings of Swedenborg.

We are very fortunate in that the
New Church offers definite ideas and
beliefs on which we can base our con-
victions. We attend parish meetings
and offer suggestions although we have
no voting privileges. From these meet-
ings we acquire a clearer conception of
the financial and social aspects of our
Church.

Seeing and comprehending these mat-
ters at our age gives us a foundation on
which we hope to build members who
not only know how to keep the Church
open but how to bring up another gen-
eration who will even more fully under-
stand the teachings of the Word and its
effects on our daily lives.

Through our studies, we find that the
Doctrine of Divine Providence and the
Doctrine of Use are two which greatly
affect, not only our daily lives, but also
the lives of everyone even though they
perhaps never realize it. If the older
members of the Church recognize and
appreciate these achievements, maybe
they will also be willing to go another
step and realize that we are capable of

assuming some of the responsibilities
which they have thus far considered us
too immature to accept.

Furthermore, our attitudes in church
and our church life are unavoidably
bound to affect us outside of the church
society. Through the Ten Command-
ments and the Doctrine of Use espe-
cially, we are able to see how our re-
ligious conceptions apply very much to
our everyday lives. Our spiritual be-
liefs cannot possibly pertain only to the
time we are in church, or they are not
true beliefs.

What is the place of the young people
in the Church? We believe that we have
the answer to this very significant ques-
tion and we are doing our best to strive
in the betterment of ourselves in order
to enable us to be worthy and capable
of our position.
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We ask only that our endeavors be
acecepted as earnest efforts on our part.
We desire and expect no praise, but
merely a realization on the part of the
people of the Church that we are will-
ing and able to accept responsibilities.

(League Sunday at Fryeburg, the
children of the Junior League conducted
the Sunday school service, Joyce Brad-
way and Charlotte Sutherland playing
the organ. Fourteen children took part.
The Senior Young People’s League con-
ducted the church service. Those par-
ticipating were: Ronald Palmer, Dick
Goff, Donald Daggett, Phyllis Thomas,
Patricia and Dorothy Webster, Fay
Hodgdon, Phyllis Warren; Emile Sav-
ard, Ethel Briggs, at the organ, Carol
Charles and Joyce Heath. Rheta Day
sang a solo. The Junior Choir sang an
anthem.)

New Tile Floor

“Something wonderful to behold,” is
how members of the Northside Parish
Chicago are describing the new tile floor
installed in both church and Sunday
school by the men of the congregation.

The
NEW
Biography
“THE SWEDENBORG Epric —

THE LiFe oF EMANUEL
SWEDENBORG”
by Cyriel O. Sigstedt

IS NOW READY, $4.50

“Popularly written, but a defin-
itive treatment of one of the most
remarkable men who ever flourished
in Western civilization.”

The New Church Press

108 Clark Street
Brooklyn 2, N. Y.

THE
SWEDENBORG FOUNDATION
Publishers of the Standard Edition

THE WRITINGS OF
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG
and books for introductory purposes

Send request for catalogue, and a
copy of our Annual Report if
desired. Inquiries welcome.

Swedenborg Foundation, Inc.
51 East 42nd Street
New York 17, N. Y.

A Long Distance Call

“Tokyo on the wire,” was the glad-
some message received by Mrs. Herman
Oberli, of the New Church on Sheridan
Road, over the holidays. She spoke to
her son in the Japanese capital. An-
other New Churchman there at the time
was Sgt. Charles Burnell, Fryeburg,
Me., Society.

Extending its uses to the hungry and
suffering throughout the world, the
“Meals For Millions” movement — 3¢
per meal—deserves everyone’s consid-
eration. A food discovery enables this
Foundation to carry on., Its headquar-
ters are at 648 So. Broadway, Los
Angeles 14, Calif.

L]

Georgio Ferrari, secretary the Italian
New Church, ecalls attention to the
American work, “The Great Medical
Bibliographers — A Study in Human-
ism,” Fulton, Univ. of Pa., Press, ’51,
in which Hyde's esteemed “The Swe-
denborg Bibliography,” London, 1906,
is referred to as a masterful compen-
dium. As Dr. Ferrari comments, it is
remarkable that Swedenborg was select-
ed for inclusion in a medical directory.
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THE SOWER

Sunday School Lesson Helps
Memoriar EprtioN

Complete in six volumes  $10.50
¢ Separate volumes —each $1.75
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MASSACHUSETTS

NEW CHURCH UNION
134 Bowdoin St., Boston 8, Mass.
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