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Registration Opens for Both In-Person and 
Virtual Attendees on April 15th

Registration is Online Only
Swedenborg.org/Events-Activities/Annual-Convention

This summer’s 198th annual con-
vention, from Saturday, June 
25 to Wednesday, June 29 will 

convene in Southern California at Cal-
ifornia State University, Long Beach 
(CSULB). This annual convention is 
hosted by Wayfarers Chapel in Ran-
cho Palos Verdes, The Garden Church 
in San Pedro, and Agapao Church in 
Santa Ana, California. Southern Cal-
ifornia is known for its sunny weath-
er, beaches, and magnificent coastline. 

As we have been virtual for the past 
two conventions, the need for con-
tinuing remote attendance has become 
clear. With travel and health concerns 
still at the forefront, for the first time 
we will be offering a hybrid style con-
vention with options and activities for 
both in-person and remote attendees. 
This includes worship services, keynote 
presentation, Mini Courses, and busi-
ness meetings.

Delegates will be able to participate 

in-person or remotely using the Nemo-
Vote online voting system for all of our  
voting. (See p. 36 for the list of this 
year’s nominees up for election.) The 
goal with this is to hear the different 
voices from all our churches and asso-
ciations by filling all the delegate slots. 
Contact your church or association if 
you wish to serve as a voting delegate.

In-person attendees will get to take 
two outings this year: one to Wayfarers 
Chapel and one to the Garden Church 
and Feed and Be Fed Farm. They look 
forward to showing us their spaces, 
worshiping with us, and being of use 
together.

Registration this year is online. 
There are separate registration forms 
for in-person and virtual attendees, be 
sure to select the correct one. Thanks 
to all of your generous donations, we 
are able to keep the registration fees 
low, and free for all youth ages eigh-
teen and under. (See more about the 

children’s program and travel assis-
tance on p. 43.)

Room and Board for a four night 
stay in a double room at convention 
is only $360, and all youth eighteen 
and under pay half. Virtual attend-
ees (including delegates) will only have 
to pay a small $50 registration fee. 
Be sure to read our online Frequent-
ly Asked Questions (FAQ) for detailed 
pricing, the most up-to-date CSULB 
COVID-19 protocols, and answers to 
your questions before registering.

Registration closes May 13 for in-
person attendees and June 13 for virtu-
al attendees. If you need assistance fill-
ing out the online form, contact Cen-
tral Office during regular business 
hours. All the information and details 
are available on swedenborg.org, and 
more will be published in the next is-
sue of the Messenger. We can’t wait to 
be finally back together and see you in 
California! 

https://swedenborg.org/events-activities/annual-convention/
https://www.wayfarerschapel.org/
https://www.gardenchurchsp.org/
https://swedenborg.org/
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from any device, in-person attendees 
will be able to have all the information 
needed at their fingertips—from where 
the keynote is, to how to vote at a busi-
ness meeting, to when the bus leaves 
for the outings—up-to-date informa-
tion will be available on their smart-
phone wherever they may be. Remote 
attendees will have quick access to the 
links they need to watch live streamed 
events, participate in business meet-
ings, and join Mini Courses. All the 
frequently asked questions are ad-
dressed right online, but don’t worry, 
there is still a printable version if that 
is what you prefer! 

Registration for convention opens 
up on April 15, and will remain open 
for in-person attendees until May 13, 
and for virtual attendees until June 
13. Open up the camera app on your 
smartphone and scan the QR code be-
low to get to the convention website—
to register or for information.

—Beki Greenwood
Messenger@Swedenborg.org

Working 
Towards 
Hybrid

I  hope by 
now that most 
of you have been 
to the updat-
ed Swedenborg.
org. Many peo-

ple have spent their time on making it 
user friendly, informative, and appeal-
ing. The website committee is continu-
ing to evolve its content and looks for-
ward to everything it can offer for users 
everywhere. For our virtual convention 
last year, we started using a convention 
specific portion of the website for easy 
access to all the details and informa-
tion you could possibly need as an at-
tendee. We are so excited to be offer-
ing this convention specific page this 
year as well.

With our new voyage into a hybrid 
convention, there is a lot of informa-
tion to be conveyed to a variety of at-
tendees, and our convention specif-
ic website can do just that. Accessible 
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Editor’s Corner

Corrections

Find Us 
on Facebook!

In a letter to the editor in the March 
2022 issue on page 30, the brackets in 
the letter from Perry Martin should 
have read “[my daughter].” Our apolo-
gies for the misprint.

New Submission  
Deadline

Time-sensitive articles 
submitted to the Messenger  

must be received by the 15th of 
each month to be considered for 

print in the following issue. 

mailto:Messenger%40Swedenborg.org%20?subject=
https://swedenborg.org/
https://swedenborg.org/
mailto:messenger%40swedenborg.org?subject=
mailto:manager%40swedenborg.org?subject=
https://swedenborg.org/news-announcements/newsletter-the-messenger/
https://swedenborg.org/events-activities/annual-convention/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMessengerSwedenborg.org/
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Recently, I was in a Zoom meeting with a 
Swedenborgian from Canada, Esther Fyk. I felt the 
golden thread and called her after the meeting to get 

acquainted. She explained her 
Swedenborgian family connec-
tion in Manitoba and how she 
was raised in the little church 
there with a visiting minister. 
As an adult she left the tradi-
tion for a while and then felt a 
call back after many years. She 
shared, “It is and has always 
been essential to my faith jour-
ney. I love Swedenborg’s meta-
phorical explanation of the Bi-
ble and remember the stories 
from my Sunday School days.” 

I also spoke with Rev. Kim 
Morrow, the first person to 
graduate from our seminary af-

ter it moved to Berkeley and be ordained. Kim helped 
with the move and transition and worked for the 
seminary for several years. When she moved to Ne-
braska, she continued in ministry in an UCC church 
in Lincoln and then followed her passion as a lead-
er for climate justice throughout the state and be-
yond. She reflected with love on her Swedenborgian 

The Golden Thread

Dear Friends,
One of the greatest joys of being president has 

been meeting Swedenborgians around the globe. 
There is a commonality, a “Godipity” moment of 
connection, a golden thread of 
relationship, that seems to be 
present even before we meet. I 
have found it in the countries 
I have been able to visit during 
my presidency, Australia, Swe-
den, England, Canada, and 
here in the United States, with 
new members, lifetime mem-
bers, and some just testing the 
waters of our tradition. 

I have been questioning 
what it is that makes them feel 
like long lost relatives? What is 
the light when lit, that causes 
many to say, “This is what I al-
ways believed, but didn’t know 
there was a church,” or “Well, of course this is true.” 

What is the golden thread that draws us togeth-
er to feel the link, to want to know one another bet-
ter, to listen to each other’s spiritual stories, and 
to ask how they found their way into our unique 
Swedenborgian corner of Christian faith? We don’t 
have to agree on everything and yet the thread is 
still there. 

Letter from the President
The Year of Providence: 2021–22

Continues on page 39

The Thread 
By Mark Nepo

There’s a thread you follow. 
It goes among things that change. 
But it doesn’t change.
People wonder about what you are 
pursuing.
You have to explain about the thread.
But it is hard for others to see.
While you hold it you can’t get lost.
Tragedies happen; people get hurt
or die; and you suffer and get old.
Nothing you do can stop time’s 
unfolding.
You don’t ever let go of the thread.
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I assumed that position in autumn 
2020 and I have enjoyed working with 
my colleagues on the forward vision 
and day-to-day decisions and activi-
ties of the church. I have enjoyed my 
work as vice president over the past 
year and a half and think that I have 
made some important contributions to 
the denomination. 

As we usher in a new president, I aim 
to work to provide continuity and ex-
cellence within your representative Ex-
ecutive Committee body. If elected to 
the vice president position in the com-
ing year, I look forward to continuing 
to provide a youthful perspective to the 
organization while honoring the heri-
tage and foundational principles of our 
beloved Swedenborgian faith commu-
nity. I live in Maine with my fantastic 
wife, Shelley, whom I met at a youth 
retreat, and our two teenage daughters. 

The Nominating Committee 
nominates at least one candi-
date for each open elected po-

sition. Elective offices and nominees to 
date are listed on the chart shown on 
the right. If you are interested in being 
nominated for any position, contact 
the Nominating Committee through 
Central Office. The following candi-
date statements have been received by 
the Messenger. 

Kurt Fekete 
Vice President  
(one-year term)

I am hon-
ored and excit-
ed to accept the 
nomination to 
the position of 
vice president. 
A bit of back-
ground on me. 
I was raised in a 
Swedenborgian 

family and have been involved with 
the Swedenborgian Church for my en-
tire life. I attended Sunday School at 
the Detroit church that moved to Roy-
al Oak when I was a teenager. I attend-
ed Almont summer camp every year. 
I loved Almont; and when I became a 
teenager, I loved attending youth re-
treats. I was fascinated by Swedenborg 
and as an adolescent I loved talking 
about theology with my mother, Joyce. 
Like Swedenborg, I also enjoyed the 
sciences and engineering. I graduat-
ed from Wayne State University with 
a B.S. in Chemical Engineering and 
worked as a bench chemist, depart-
ment director, and quality engineer 
into my forties. While I never went 
on a personal quest to find the seat 
of the human soul, I did continue my 
study of Swedenborgian theology and Continues on page 37

Position to be Filled Term (Yrs) Candidate

President 3 ***

Vice President 1 Kurt Fekete*

Recording Secretary 1 Karen Conger*

Treasurer 3 Jennifer Lindsay*

General Council: layperson (2 to be elected) 3 Paul Deming
Emily Woofenden

General Council: layperson (unexpired term)         1** Kelly Schellenberg Kennedy

General Council: minister 3 Sage Cole

Standing Committee for Communication & Information 3 Kevin Baxter

Standing Committee for Education & Resources for Spiritual Community 3 Julie Conaron*
Junchol Lee

Standing Committee for Financial Accountability (2 to be elected) 3 Rachel Madjerac
Lisa Solwold*

Board of Trustees of CSS, representative class 4 Lewis Shaw*

Nominating Committee 5 Tammara Mounce

* Incumbent
 ** Years remaining in unexpired term
*** No candidate to be elected this year 

Nominations for Elected Positions  
in the Swedenborgian Church

spirituality while working as an engi-
neer. I was involved in launching and 
leading the young adult group known 
as Transitions in the 1990s and ear-
ly 2000s. I was also a board member 
of the Almont New Church Assem-
bly and served as president for a partial 
term. My real passion was youth re-
treats, and I left my career in chemical 
engineering to become the Youth Di-
rector for the Swedenborgian Church 
of North America. Now in my twen-
tieth year serving the youth of the 
church, I still love working with teens 
and pre-teens at retreats and sum-
mer camps. The pandemic has made 
this work very challenging, and I have 
barely been able to gather in-person 
with youth. However, the health cri-
sis has also opened up the opportunity 
to assume a leadership role in the de-
nomination as interim vice president 
in 2020. 
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Missouri, and is married to Suzy Hol-
per who serves as Wedding Coordina-
tor at the Church of the Open Word. 
Paul is a musician and taught elemen-
tary music for over twenty years. Paul 
also teaches Shotokan Karate to adults 
and children. 

Emily Woofenden 
General Council–Layperson  
(three-year term)

I am honored 
to be nominated 
to serve the Gen-
era l Council. 
I am a lifelong 
Swedenborgian 
that grew up 
attending the 
Fryeburg New 
Church Assem-

bly (FNCA) in Fryeburg, Maine, and 
I am a member of the Fryeburg New 
Church. I am working on my Ph.D. in 
Educational Psychology and Method-
ology with a focus on Special Educa-
tion, expected to graduate this May. I 
am a mentor for preservice elementa-
ry school teachers and an adjunct in-
structor at the State University of New 
York at Albany. I currently serve as sec-
retary on the Board of Directors for the 
FNCA. I have served on this board for 
many years and have found the work to 
be quite fulfilling. I am also the Assis-
tant Camp Session Director. I serve on 
the Swedenborgian Community On-
line Central Committee. 

I am happy to have the opportuni-
ty to expand my service and experi-
ence to the greater Swedenborgian de-
nomination. I live in the rural moun-
tains of upstate New York with my fi-
ancé, Chris, and our two pets—Sir 
Edgar the Cat and Lexi the Puggle. I 
am honored to accept this nomination 
and I look forward to further serving 
the Swedenborgian Church of North 
America.

Treasurer since being initially elected 
in 2017. She came to know and em-
brace Swedenborg’s teachings through 
the San Francisco Church, where she 
has been an active member for near-
ly twenty-five years. She served the 
church council as treasurer for seven 
years and is currently serving as pres-
ident. She also previously served as 
treasurer for Wayfarers Chapel and is 
the current treasurer for the Center for 
Swedenborgian Studies. Professional-
ly, Jennifer completed a twenty-plus 
year career as a Principal with KPMG 
in its Silicon Valley office where she 
led the Forensic Practice and served 
as the Partner-in-Charge of Corporate 
Responsibility for the office. Her fo-
cus was providing investigative services 
and compliance risk assessments for a 
variety of clients in the technology and 
energy industries. She graduated from 
Texas A&M University with both a 
B.S. in Economics and Aerospace En-
gineering. She received her M.A. in 
Economics from Stanford University. 
Jennifer has spent over a decade serv-
ing on the Board of the M.F.A. pro-
gram at the American Conservatory 
Theater and supporting Texas A&M 
University by serving on the Develop-
ment Council for the College of Lib-
eral Arts, the Chancellors’ Century 
Council, and the Board of the Associa-
tion of Former Students. She is an avid 
world traveler who is anticipating the 
return of her global escapades in the 
near future.

Paul Deming 
General Council–Layperson  
(three-year term) 

Paul Deming 
was installed as 
licensed pastor 
of the Church 
of the Open 
Word / Gar-
den Chapel in 
2016. He lives 
in St. Louis, 

Karen Conger 
Recording Secretary  
(one-year term)

Gre e t i n g s ! 
It’s once again 
an honor to ac-
cept the nom-
ination for the 
off ice of Re-
cording Sec-
retary of the 
General Con-
vention, a po-

sition to which I was first elected in 
2015. I am a lifelong, third generation, 
Swedenborgian who was raised in the 
Church of the Holy City in Washing-
ton, D.C. I have been a member of 
both the Urbana and Los Angeles So-
cieties, and am currently a Member-At-
Large of the Pacific Coast Association 
(PCA). I served on the Ministries Sup-
port Unit (MinSU) for several years, 
the Nominating Committee more 
than once, I was the Secretary of the 
Pacific Coast Association (PCA) for 
several years, as well as holding elect-
ed positions on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Los Angeles Society and the 
Wayfarers Chapel Board of Directors. 
I continue to very much enjoy work-
ing as Secretary and hope to contin-
ue in the position. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Jennifer Lindsay 
Treasurer 
(three-year term)

Jennifer Lindsay is honored to be 
renominated as 
a candidate for 
Treasurer on 
behalf of the 
Swedenborgian 
C h u r c h  o f 
North Amer-
ica . Jennifer 
has served as Continues on page 38

Nominations
Continued from page 36
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Continues on page 39

Rev. Sage Cole  
General Council–Minister 
(three-year term)

I am at this 
time in ministry 
pleased to ac-
cept this nomi-
nation to serve 
on the Gener-
al Council. I’ve 
been blessed 
t h r o u g h o u t 
my life by the 
Church. Since 
my entry at age 

thirteen into the loving embrace of the 
SCYL, the Church has held me and 
then called me into ministry where I 
have been serving for the last seventeen 
years. I have been blessed to serve in a 
diverse array of settings: the first Pas-
tor of www.swedenborgiancommuni-
ty.org; Associate Pastor of the Church 
of the Holy City in Wilmington, Del-
aware; as a hospice chaplain in South-
ern Maine; Pastor of the Fryeburg New 
Church; Family minister of St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church in Anchorage, Alas-
ka; and then in my current post as Pas-
tor of the Swedenborg Chapel in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. Since coming 
to Cambridge in 2015, I have had the 
blessing of walking through a commu-
nity truly at an ending point, then step-
ping into a new beginning as our com-
munity has grown in love and open-
ness and come to embrace the vision 
of expanding our ministry with the 
development of a Center in our space 
dedicated to the faith and life of Hel-
en Keller. I am excited to bring my ex-
perience to the work of General Coun-
cil and to be a voice looking to the fu-
ture, so that other 13-year-olds many 
generations from now will be blessed as 
I was. I live in Hyde Park, Massachu-
setts, with my husband Ted and two 
boys, Theo and Zach, ages 7 and 5.

Rev. Rachel Madjerac  
Standing Committee for Financial 
Accountability  
(three-year term)

Rev. Rachel 
Madjerac cur-
rently works at 
U.C. San Di-
ego in the Of-
fice of Ethics 
& Compliance. 
Previously, she 
served at Way-
farers Chapel 
as the Ministry Coordinator and as a 
Rites and Sacraments Minister. 

Rev. Kevin Baxter 
Standing Committee for 
Communication & Information 
(three-year term) 

I am run-
n i n g  f o r 
t he  St a nd-
ing Commit-
tee for Com-
m u n i c a t i o n 
and Informa-
tion. Through-
out my minis-
try and oth-
er areas of my 

life, I have sought to embrace tech-
nology to further the mission of the 
Swedenborgian Church in the world. 
As a youngster, I remember when the 
ImSU (Information Support Unit) 
provided an Apple 2 to the church for 
reporting and information purposes. 
Now we are in an information age and 
the church has been through four ma-
jor web redesigns. Only being off the 
committee for a year, I was part of the 
team to create resources for streaming 
during the pandemic. While not often 
flashy, the technical aspect of ministry 
is essential for the future of the church. 
I would like to work with the dedicat-
ed team already in place to help further 
that mission along. 

Rev. Lisa Solwold 
Standing Committee for Financial 
Accountability 
(three-year term)

It has been an 
honor to serve the 
Swedenborgian 
Church of North 
America by be-
ing part of the 
Standing Com-
mittee for Finan-
cial Accountabil-
ity. Over the past 
three years I’ve gained a greater under-
standing of the important work they 
do to support our ministries and pro-
grams. I would like to be considered 
for another term and feel that my work 
in management as a hospital chap-
lain helps me understand a balance 
of needs, resources, and stewardship. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Rev. Julie Conaron 
Standing Committee for Education 
& Resources for Spiritual 
Community  
(three-year term)

Julie (Law) 
Conaron was 
born and raised 
in England but 
arrived in the 
United States 
via Iran. She 
has four mar-
ried sons, one of 
whom is now in 

the spiritual world with his dad. She 
spent the better part of forty years be-
ing a microbiologist, the latter includ-
ing starting three labs from scratch. Ju-
lie has always been interested in educa-
tion and chose to change professions 
after the death of her spouse, feel-
ing called to be a spiritual microbiol-
ogist, she became an interfaith minis-
ter in 2012 then ordained in 2015 as 
a Convention minister. Now officially 

Nominations
Continued from page 37
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from Cambridge University. Buddhol-
ogist and scholar of church history. 
Professional baseball in various capaci-
ties for twenty-five years. Special assis-
tant to head coach of Auburn Univer-
sity baseball.

Tammara Mounce 
Nominating Committee 
(five-year term) 

My name is  
T a m m a r a 
Mounce. I am a 
thirty-five-plus 
year member of 
the  La Por te 
New Church, 
Swedenborgian, 
where I now 
serve as presi-
dent on the executive board. I am a 
member of Almont New Church As-
sembly where I serve as secretary on the 
executive board. For the past twelve 
years, I have served as an advisor to the 
teens at Almont and the Almont Survi-
vors. I also worked with our Transi-
tions group within the denomination 
for many years. I would be honored to 
assist with the Nominating Commit-
tee. 

Nominations
Continued from page 38

retired as a hospice chaplain after ten 
years, Julie continues to lead services 
three times a month to two facilities in 
her area. Her focus is on bringing the 
Bible alive to those to whom she serves.

Rev. Junchol Lee 
Standing Committee for Education 
& Resources for Spiritual 
Community  
(three-year term)

After his or-
d inat ion  in 
Ju l y  2 0 0 0 , 
Junchol served 
on many com-
mittees of the 
Swedenborgian 
C h u r c h  o f 
North America  
including Exec-

utive Committee of Council of Minis-
ters (six years), Ministry Support Unit 
(three years), Committee of Admission 
into Ministry (seven years), the Gener-
al Council (one year), and served SCYL 
as the Youth Chaplain for seven terms. 
Junchol has also offered Mini Courses 
during the annual convention and de-
livered lectures at the Almont Summer 
Camp for many years. Junchol is deep-
ly interested in the spiritual aspect of 
education for all Swedenborgians and 
finding ways to connect people with 
the teachings of Emanuel Swedenborg. 

Lewis Shaw 
CSS Board of Trustees–
Representative Class 
(four-year term) 

Husband of 
Tina, and fa-
ther of Garret, 
Fitzhugh, and 
Mehgan. Ded-
icated to Gos-
pel and Buddha 
Dharma. Ph.D. 

connections and said, “It will always be 
a part of who I am and how I live.” The 
golden thread runs deep.

My children, Casana and Drew, still 
consider themselves Swedenborgian, 
although neither lives anywhere near a 
Swedenborgian Church. Drew shared, 
“The writings helped me understand 
my own spirituality and the Bible. I 
would have struggled with just a liter-
al view because there are many trou-
bling stories. The inner sense unfolds 
the deeper Divine meaning and makes 
it applicable to how I want to live my 
life. The only issue I have is when we 
(Swedenborgians) think we might 
have the only truth and that somehow 
makes us better than others. It’s im-
portant to me that we accept all people 
and different traditions.” The thread 
runs through families.

This brings us to in-person Conven-
tion 2022. I think this golden thread is 
why it is so wonderful to come together 
with other Swedenborgians. I feel it in 
the worship services, the Mini Cours-
es and even the business meetings. We 
are all separated by distances and busy 
lives, but that golden thread draws us 
back to be together to feel the love of 
this unique community.

Hope to see you at Convention 
2022,

—Rev. Jane Siebert

Letter from the President
Continued from page 35

Annual Meeting of the 
Corporation of the New 

Church Theological School 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Corporation of the New Church 
Theological School (dba the Center 
for Swedenborgian Studies of the 
Graduate Theological Union) will 
be held during the annual session 
of the Swedenborgian Church of 
North America, Sunday, June 26, 
2022 at 2:45 PM PT, The Pointe 
Conference Center, California 
State University at Long Beach.

https://css.gtu.edu/
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Continues on page 45

Black History Month Offers Churches 
the Chance to Reflect

By Rich Tafel

Op Ed

Every February, Black Histo-
ry Month offers Americans 
a time to reflect on their ne-

glected history. Churches should 
use this month to reflect on our his-
tory when it comes to our relation-
ship to Washington, D.C.’s African 
American community.

Last year, for Black History 
Month, our Church of the Holy 
City on 16th Street in Dupont Cir-
cle decided to examine our past in 
dealing with racism as we seek to 
become a more inclusive place to 
serve. The results were fascinating.

Our church was inspired by the 
teachings of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
an eighteenth-century Christian 
mystic, and his spiritual revelation 
that the “African race” is closest to 
God with a unique spiritual connec-
tion referring to those of Africans as 
having celestial genius. In our re-
search, we learned those teachings 
impacted and led a few of our early 
members to become early abolitionists.

First, we discovered an early mem-
ber of our church, Lord Fairfax, once 
the largest landholder in Virgin-
ia, freed his slaves in 1798 based on 
Church teachings. This story came to 
full circle recently when former Vir-
ginia Lt. Governor Justin Fairfax pub-
licly shared that he was an ancestor of 
those freed slaves in a Washington Post 
article. 

Digging deeper, we learned that a 
church member and abolitionist, Col-
onel Reuben Mussey, led the effort to 
enlist Black soldiers in the Union forc-
es during the Civil War. In 1864, he 
was appointed colonel of the 100th U.S. 

Colored Infantry. Upon returning to 
D.C. after the war, he maintained 
strong connections with D.C.’s Black 
community. Under his leadership, 
the 16th Street church helped launch 
a mission church at 10th and V Street 
N.W. called the “First Colored Soci-
ety of New Jerusalem.” The building 
stands to this day and is owned by the 
D.C. government. Our research found 
that Church of the Holy City funded 
Washington’s first African American 
pre-school program attracting social 
luminaries to visit and model new pro-
grams around the nation. 

The Church was later sold to a Pen-
tecostal Church, and its active outreach 
to D.C.’s Black community seemed 
sporadic in the following decades.

The riots of 1968 led many of 
the predominantly White congrega-
tion to flee to neighboring suburbs. 
As crime increased, attendance 
dropped, and the building decayed. 
Despite this remarkable history, the 
Church never became known or 
publicly outspoken for civil rights. 

These lessons, some good and 
some bad, helped us pledge going 
forward to become a more engaged 
and welcoming church when it 
comes to race. For humans to grow 
spiritually, they need to become self-
aware. Only when we see the evil in 
our lives can it be addressed. Yet, we 
will spend much of our lives avoid-
ing what’s within us to point out the 
sin we see in others and the world.

Churches are no different. If 
churches want to evolve spiritual-
ly, they, too, need to come to terms 
with their past to address the pres-
ent and grow toward a less racist 

future.
Our congregation has grown very 

slowly as we’ve tried to meet the com-
munity’s needs. Today, our still small 
church has a majority African Ameri-
can leadership staff. 

Our building manager, Shalonda 
Ingram, who runs Born Brown: All 
Rights Reserved, is a national leader in 
diversity training and a descendent of 
the great American, Dred Scott. Her 
presence and leadership have made the 
church much more accessible to Afri-
can American recording groups and 
events. 

It’s not unusual for event attendees 
who are Black visitors to tell us, “I’ve 

The first African New Church at 10th and V Street 
N.W., Washington, D.C. circa. 1930.

http://househistoryman.blogspot.com/2012/04/first-african-new-church-10th-and-v.html
http://househistoryman.blogspot.com/2012/04/first-african-new-church-10th-and-v.html
https://www.bornbrown.us/
https://www.bornbrown.us/


the Messenger April 2022 41

Continues on page 45

Swedenborg’s Secret to Awakening to the I Am
By Cory Coberforward

The eighteenth-century sage, 
Emanuel Swedenborg, has 
great ly inf luenced many 

impactful, peerless thinkers and in-
f luential progressive radicals (from 
Immanuel Kant and Helen Keller, to 
Emerson, Blake, and William James), 
but he himself is little known to mod-
ern history. And although there are 
countless biographies of the ground-
breaking scientist-turned-mystic, there 
is one important aspect of his history 
that I think could use a little more ex-
ploration and emulation: his spiritual 
awakening. His deep meditative ap-
proach to his quest for the seat of the 
soul resembles the types of inner inqui-
ry that many ancient and modern sages 
invite in order to awaken from spiritu-
al slumber, into what a Swedenborgian 
may coin “angelic f low,” or “Christ-
consciousness,” or just plainly, Buddha.

The late Rev. Dr. George Dole told 
me that he believed that Swedenborg 
seemed to have a crisis during his at-
tempt to locate where the soul resides 
during the late part of his impres-
sive scientific career, when he stopped 
keeping up his scientific notes and 
seemed to withdraw into what I be-
lieve Dr. Dole surmised might have 
been similar to depression. This evi-
dence, coupled with knowing Sweden-
borg’s deeply contemplative and medi-
tative approach to exploring his scien-
tific inquiries and developing conclu-
sions, also seems to clearly point to the 
perfect combination of topic and prac-
tice, one that Tibetan Buddhist scrip-
tures and more modern sages like Ra-
mana Maharshi and Mooji empha-
size as a key tool for awakening to our 
true, heavenly selves and our intrin-
sic knowledge of God. In this way, I 
believe that it wasn’t just the crisis of 
his inquiry that possibly helped lead to 
his well-known visions of God and the 

spiritual realm, among other powerful 
personal transformations, but also the 
line of deep self-ref lection itself that 
his meditative approach would have 
employed. 

In Exodus 3, Moses encounters God 
in the wilderness as a burning bush 
near the mountain of God during his 
own crisis of consciousness. Further, 
God tells Moses that he is to be called 
“I am who/that I am.” In this encapsu-
lation, I think we have a good descrip-
tion of the type of meditative inquiry 
that Swedenborg and other sages, say 
they employed before awakening. This 
generally involves taking some time 
to go to our inner mountain of God 
through meditation or prayer, some-
times inspired by crisis, and important-
ly, turning questioningly and reverent-
ly to the source of light and love with-
in, the eternal fire that burns with no 
fuel, the part of life that needs no effort 
to gather motivation or will. This ex-
ploration asks, what and where is this 
natural spring of the soul, where does 
our inner light of consciousness and 
love spring from within? This type of 
inquiry naturally involves turning our 
attention away from the field of per-
ception, what we see, hear, think, feel, 
and turning toward the source of the 
light of perception itself and the source 
of spontaneous, intuitive knowledge—
the burning bush. 

As you might see, we already have a 
good model for our own personal spir-
itual inquiry along these lines, seeking 
“where is the source of consciousness, 

what is this burning bush within, and 
where is this seat of the soul?” What 
we have to keep in mind with this in-
quiry is that it is not a type of reflec-
tion that asks for input from the think-
ing, over-analytical mind, but one that 
seeks a lived knowledge through inner 
experience. We want to truly approach 
the burning bush reverently, taking off 
our shoes as Moses did, not with a lab 
coat, note pad, and a pen, circling the 
bush. Indeed, this light of conscious-
ness is not dualistically perceptible in 
the same way that everything else is 
in our lives, from our changing sense 
of self and personality to our transient 
feelings and thoughts, it is the everlast-
ing light of consciousness and wisdom 
itself, the seat of perception and our 
lives itself. It is the “I am that I am.”

Swedenborg was asking, “Where is 
the seat of the soul?” And in so doing in 
his meditative way, I can only imagine 
that he explored his inner landscape: 
“Well, it can’t be this sense of self, as 
that is perceived by something—what 
perceives this? What perceives my 
body’s feelings and form? It is like a di-
mensionless point or a transparent can-
vas on which all things fall into percep-
tion, but only thanks to the light that it 
itself provides and then observes as in 
a mirror.” It is just this type of inquiry 
that is said to clear the mind, allowing 
for more detached observations of our 
thoughts, a less selfish/private sense of 
self, and open us to the knowledge and 
growing experience that God him/her-
self is already within us and is at no 
true distance from us (Swedenborg be-
lieved that spirits and angels were at an 
appearance of distance from God due 
to their lived reception of God’s quali-
ties, but not a true distance). Although 
at first this line of reflection brings us 
to a space that seems empty and clear 

This exploration asks, what 
and where is this natural 
spring of the soul, where 
does our inner light of 
consciousness and love 
spring from within?
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New Church Year of Jubilee
By Sage Cole

The Helen Keller Center and 
the Cambridge Society of the 
New Jerusalem, invite you 

to join them in celebrating a New 
Church Year of Jubilee in honor of 
Helen Keller’s spiritual birthday, the 
day in 1887 when she met her teacher 
and lifelong friend Annie Sullivan. We 
will celebrate March 3, 2022, through 
March 3, 2023—and what will this 
New Church Jubilee Year be, you say? 

After being thrown into the sea of 
uncertainty these last two years un-
der a global pandemic, having to learn 
how to subscribe to YouTube Chan-
nels, and say the Lord’s Prayer togeth-
er over Zoom, as things start to return 
to something we will begin to call nor-
mal, we intentionally plan not to jump 
back in. We want to take this year to 
look around and reflect on what we’ve 
all been through, to acknowledge that 
we weren’t totally sure why we were do-
ing each and every thing we were do-
ing the way we were doing them before 

the pandemic hit, so it’s worth con-
sidering which of the things we want 
to go back to. In addition, we feel the 
need for a truly New Church.

Our entire community has been on 
a journey, through COVID-19 and of 
course, long before that. We will take 
this year to tell our story, the story of 
the church we have been sharing to-
gether in Cambridge and the stories of 
the churches each of us have been creat-
ing within ourselves. And in these sto-
ries, we will listen for “signs of the New 
Church.” We will learn from each oth-
er’s stories of isolation, desolation, con-
solation, and jubilation. We will learn 
about each other. We will learn about 
ourselves. We will learn about God. 
And hopefully we will learn something 
about this New Church that we have 
been tasked with receiving. 

We invite any and all people who 
are similarly tasked to join us on this 
journey in any way that you can and 
are able to. 

Join us on this mission of collecting 
stories!
• Elders in your community you want 

to interview? 
• Meaningful stories of your own ex-

periences with regeneration? 
• Visions of the New Church? 
• People we should speak to? 

Join us in our virtual offerings!
• Individually
• As a practice with your church
• Whenever, and however you wish

Join us through extending your 
love and support of this endeavor
• Pray for us
• Subscribe to our Newsletter
• Like our posts on social media
• Share what we are doing with others

Join us by making a financial 
contribution.
• Help us to be able to easily increase 

interview and IT staff as needed.
• Make sure no stories go untold! 

“Divine providence is in the most minute details of our thoughts and affections,  
which means that we cannot think or intend anything on our own.” 

~Emanuel Swedenborg, Divine Providence §287

https://swedenborgchapel.org/about/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/CSNJsc/
https://swedenborgchapel.org/contact/
https://swedenborgchapel.org/contact/
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Spirit in Action: Civic Engagement and Religious Life
Session Four: How do I raise my voice? Where do I go from here?

Monday, April 25, 7:30 – 9:00 PM ET

Save the Dates for the 
Upcoming Installments  

of this Series:

April 25,  
and May 23

We all want to help our neigh-
bor and help make the world 

a better place through useful action. 
But sometimes it is hard to know how 
to have a meaningful impact. Ours is 
a tradition that encourages people of 
faith to be active and conscientious cit-
izens. We will explore this aspect of 
the Swedenborgian tradition as well 
as concrete ways to be civically en-
gaged in a five-part series from Janu-
ary through May.

Register here: https://tinyurl.
com/3athwm9a

Or contact Rev. Shada Sullivan at 
revshada@gmail.com

Join us for the fourth installment:
How do I raise my voice? Where do I go 
from here?  
(Led by the Friends Committee on 
National Legislation)
• What does success look like?
• Build meaningful partnerships for 

advocacy in my community.
• Lift up these issues in the media.

This is a non-partisan event series, 
designed to support civic action gener-
ally, without preference to specific is-
sues. 

Calling All Splatz!
Tweens ages 10 – 13

As Covid restrictions begin to ease 
 up and people slowly and cau-

tiously begin to gather together in-per-
son once again, it’s time to start to con-
sider beginning our pre-teen retreats 
for ages 10–13. This age group, called 
SPLATz (Super-Powered Lovable Al-
most Teens), hasn’t met in-person for a 
retreat since October 2019! Many of 
the youth from that retreat have aged 
out of Splatz and into our teen pro-
gram, the SCYL (Swedenborgian 
Church Youth League). I’ve kept up 
with some of the children who have 
grown into the SPLATz group but it is 
impossible for me to keep track of all of 
these children in our church family. 
So, it’s important and necessary for me 

to try to locate where our pre-teen 
youth might be to see if we have 
enough kids, staff, and interest to hold 
a retreat in your area. Here, I ask for 
help. If you know of any youth in this 
10–13 year old range—whether they 
are your children, grandchildren, or 
church family friends—please send me 
an email at kfekete@hotmail.com or 
by phone at  802.345.0169 to let me 
know. I love to plan and staff Splatz re-
treats, and I have a travel budget that 
allows me to help host these events. I 
am praying that our pandemic crisis 
continues to improve, and I am hope-
ful that we can find enough youth for 
our SPLATz to be able to gather again 
soon. Thanks for your help! 

I am so excited to announce that 
we’ve got a great children’s program 

lined up for this summer’s annual 
Convention in Long Beach, Califor-
nia. Youth ages 5–12 are encouraged to 
attend, and great subsidies are available 
to help families manage the cost. We 
realize that this Convention is a very 
expensive trip for most families and 
we’re working hard to find ways to 
help as many children as possible to at-
tend. The registration fee has been 
waived, room and board are discount-
ed to half the adult rate, and for those 
traveling from a distance, scholarship 
funds are available to pay for half of 
the child’s airfare (up to $300). We are 
blessed to have Holly Bauer lead the 
children’s program this year. With a 
theme of The Secret Life of Seeds, the 
youth will follow the journey of a seed 
as it germinates, grows, and develops 
into a plant, f lowers, and eventually 

Convention  
Children’s Program

produces fruit with seeds of its own. 
Swedenborgian imagery and corre-
spondences will bring spiritual life and 
relevancy to this program so the chil-
dren can learn important concepts and 
lessons along the way. The children’s 
program will parallel the overarching 
theme of Convention The Tree of Life: 

Into the Garden. We’re so excited to 
have children attend Convention as 
our spiritual community is not com-
plete without them! Contact Kurt 
Fekete at kfekete@hotmail.com or 
802.345.0169 if you would like further 
information. We would love to see you 
at Convention 2022! 

https://tinyurl.com/3athwm9a
https://tinyurl.com/3athwm9a
mailto:revshada%40gmail.com?subject=Civic%20Engagement
mailto:kfekete%40hotmail.com?subject=Splatz%20near%20Me%21
mailto:kfekete%40hotmail.com?subject=Youth%20at%20Convention
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minister at the Cambridge Church and 
then at the Newtonville Church. He 
was blessed with a good sense of humor 
and a wry outlook on many of life’s id-
iosyncrasies. His passing came as a re-
lease from several years of struggles 
with many medical issues and we cele-
brate his beginnings of his new spiritu-
al life without pain. He will be missed 
by all in Massachusetts, and we pray 
for his family and friends as they move 
into the future.

Merciful God, you strengthen us by 
your love and wisdom. Thank you for F. 
Bob and his presence in our lives. Thank 
you for the days of health and well-being 
and for your presence through the days 
of illness. Receive your servant into your 
arms with mercy and bless him with ev-
erlasting peace. Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord we pray. Amen.

Elsie (Lisa) Reddekopp, 103, 
transitioned to 
the heavenly 
world on Feb-
ruary 13, 2022. 

My mother 
was not born a 
Swedenborgian. 
She grew up 
in the Luther-

an faith, attending church regularly. 
But she always had questions, and the 
minister could not answer them for 
her. Leaving her small village in Sas-
katchewan in her late teens, by her ear-
ly twenties she made her way, even-
tually, to the big city of Calgary, Al-
berta. There she met a young man, a 
friend of her roommate’s, who started 
telling her about Emanuel Swedenborg 
and the New Church. Things started 
falling in place for her. And of course, 
the icing on the cake was that she mar-
ried this young man named, Erwin D. 
Reddekopp.

Deaths
Rev. F. Robert Tafel, 83, of Need-

ham, Mas-
s achu se t t s , 
died Febru-
ary 12, 2022, 
after a long 
illness. Bob 
Tafel gradu-
ated from Il-
linois Tech, 

New Church Theological School, and 
Andover Newton Theological Sem-
inary. He served the Swedenborgian 
Church for fifty-four years. After Wash-
ington D.C., he came to Swedenborg 
Chapel in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and was the current pastor at Church 
of the Open Word in Newtonville, 
Massachusetts. His unpublished writ-
ings reconcile the Old and New Testa-
ments with Swedenborgian theology in 
a worship and teaching group partici-
pation format. His kindness and sense 
of humor helped to brighten many 
tense moments; he was a friend to us 
all; we can carry on what he brought to 
the world. He is survived by his daugh-
ter Kathy Tafel; and granddaughter 
Tesla Skye Krech of Berlin, Germany; 
his daughter Rev. Jenn Tafel of Lan-
sing, Michigan; and his wife Gretchen. 
A Celebration of His Life and Memori-
al Service is planned for Saturday, May 
14 at 1:00 PM ET at the Swedenborg 
Chapel in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

A remembrance and prayer from long-
time colleague and friend, Rev. Donna 
Keane

Rev. F. Bob Tafel passed into the 
spiritual world in February having 
completed a long and eventful minis-
try for the Swedenborgian Church. He 
was active in the leadership of the Mas-
sachusetts New Church Association, 
serving as Vice President and Presi-
dent for several years. He was a valued 

Passages

They started their married life living 
in dad’s home hamlet of Sunnyslope, 
Alberta, with dad farming, truck driv-
ing, selling Fuller brushes—whatever 
he could find to provide for his fami-
ly. But his religion was what was most 
important. He was already doing Sun-
day services, but he wanted to do more.

In 1947, mom and dad packed up 
their two young children and drove 
approximately 2600 miles from Sun-
nyslope to Newton, Massachusetts, to 
attend theological school for a year. 
During that time, mom and dad had 
their third child. Home and a mission-
ary ministry were waiting for them in 
1948 doing a reverse trip with diapers 
drying out the window of their vehi-
cle. This was the start of their adven-
ture in ministry.

First stop was in Winnipeg, Man-
itoba, for a couple of years. Mom 
opened her house to the children of 
Swedenborgians as well as neighbor-
hood kids, teaching them Sunday 
School lessons. Next was Yorkton, 
Saskatchewan, where she once more 
taught Sunday school. During this 
time dad was like a circuit minister, 
going to various small groups of New 
Church people in both provinces.

Next posting was in Edmonton, 
Alberta. Rev. Pete Peters had been 
in Edmonton for some time, but dad 
took over when Rev. Peters decided 
to leave. Dad still did some traveling, 
but primarily ministered to the Ed-
monton folk. Again, Sunday school 
in our home, Mom playing piano and 
teaching. 

After being there for a few years, dad 
thought it was time to build a church 
instead of continuing to preach in the 
funeral home where they had been 
meeting for many years. The bulk of the 
congregation were seniors, but seren-
dipity brought some younger members 

Continues on page 46
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With broadcasts and written 
messages most weeks, Spiritual 

Sunshine: A Swedenborgian 
Community Online is your interfaith-
Swedenborgian community—with 
a presence on YouTube, Facebook, 

Instagram, and your favorite 
podcasting platform. Join us as we 
seek to empower awareness of and 

connection to the spiritual sunlight 
from Divinity within all of us.

like the sky on a mountain at a higher 
altitude, with clouds of thought pass-
ing below, our sages tell us that spend-
ing time with this openness and peace 
at the root of consciousness opens up 
a realm of experience, love, peace, and 
joy, unimaginable. As with Moses and 
the Israelites, coming into a reverent 
awareness and receptivity toward the 
burning bush within leads to freedom 
and salvation from our oppressive men-
tal states. All of this seems to have been 
true for our favorite mystic, Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

In his theologica l writ ings, 
Swedenborg explains his belief that it 
is our deep sense of a self-powered per-
sonhood and its accompanying self-
ishness that are at the root of evil and 
destructive thoughts and actions. He 
writes that heaven’s angels are people 
who have died that know and perceive 
that everything they have is from God, 
allowing this centeredness on God’s 
light of wisdom and love to direct their 
path while having a deepening sense of 
an all-connected self in the diversity 
and unity of heaven and God’s light. It 
makes sense that the part of our aware-
ness that exists before any thought or 
even idea of who we are is more fun-
damentally rooted in the Divine One 
(known by many names) than any-
thing that falls below it. This rooted-
ness in the conscious light of love and 
wisdom is so intrinsic to our lives we 
often miss how empowering coming to 
know it better can be. 

When we’re caught up in our judg-
mental, ruminating, yearning, and 
overly analytical mind, we are center-
ing from a place of division and ac-
tively identifying with our thoughts, 
bodies, and idea of self. These medi-
tative inquiries help to bring aware-
ness of something deeper than our al-
ways changing thoughts and even our 
mind’s conviction that it just doesn’t or 

can’t understand this. Our always sta-
ble, perceptive seat of self has no fleet-
ing, shallow opinion about things in 
the way our minds do, which is why 
it can be shared between all beings 
as perceptivity itself, no matter their 
makeup, heavenly or hellish. And yet, 
it is the heavenly that is closer to it in 
appearance and that it more obvious-
ly empowers into peace, as the heav-
enly are open to a lived awareness of 
this open, loving, peaceful space—the 
root of all being, the great “I am that 
is I am.” 

Our own sense of “I am” is typi-
cally bogged down by a subtle belief 
that we are a certain form, either men-
tal or physical, historical and limited 
(“I am this and this and not that”). In 
Swedenborg’s inquiry of the seat of the 
soul, he must have quickly known to 
dispel any notion that we fundamen-
tally are what falls beneath our per-
ception and what is always changeful: 
such as our idea of ourselves and our 
bodies. Indeed, his belief in angels and 
a life after death even before his visions 
would have informed this as well, and 
so in this critical reflection he would 
have moved higher and higher on the 
mountain of consciousness, striving to 
discern its highest peak within. And 
perhaps, as Rev. Dr. George Dole stat-
ed, the crisis of not having an answer 
that can be put into words spurred him 
on, with our exploration concluding 
that it was just this space of transcen-
dence of words that woke Swedenborg 
up to the truth of the transcendent 
Word and the burning bush at the root 
of all freedom.

A video version of this message is 
available on Spiritual Sunshine’s 
website at SwedenborgianCommunity.
org. 
Rev. Cory Coberforward is the Swedenborgian 
minister for the Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Kitchener, Ontario and Spiritual Sunshine: A 
Swedenborgian Community Online. Born and 
raised in the mid-West U.S., he’s enjoying life 
in community in Canada with his wife Alyssa.

Swedenborg’s Awakening
Continued from page 41

walked past this church for years but 
never felt invited in.” As our group 
seeks to become an inclusive place for 
all people on a spiritual journey, we’ve 
made a special outreach to the Black 
community. 

Every church has a history of excel-
lent and flawed efforts regarding rac-
ism. We’ve been inspired by the ear-
ly leaders by delving into ours, and we 
seek now to live into their legacy. We 
are also aware of the years of abandon-
ment and silence. Only by confronting 
this past can we begin to live into the 
present as a radically inclusive church 
of all people that is willing to host the 
tough conversation on the impact of 
the sin of racism.

We encourage all churches to use 
Black History Month as their opportu-
nity to dig deeper to see what can be 
celebrated and what must be confessed. 
Only when we truly understand this 
past can we engage in our present to 
build a more inclusive future. 

Rev. Rich Tafel (pictured 
with Shalonda Ingram) 
is deeply involved in the 
intersection of faith and 
the public square. He 
has been the pastor of 
the Church of the Holy 
City in Washington, D.C. 
for the past six years.

Black History Month
Continued from page 40

https://swedenborgiancommunity.org/
https://swedenborgiancommunity.org/
https://swedenborgiancommunity.org/
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in to worship. They too, shared the vi-
sion of a church building of their own. 
In 1959, the first wedding was held in 
the new building. Before that, in prep-
aration for this new beginning, we 
moved to a brand-new neighborhood, 
only a couple of blocks from where the 
church was to be built. Dad made the 
rounds to hundreds of residents in this 
new community, where houses were 
still being built. Soon the basement 
of our home was filled with Sunday 
school students and various activities.

Although this is a memorial for my 
mother it is necessary to include my 
dad because mom was such an inte-
gral part of their ministry. It was, in 
essence, a very successful team effort. 
When we left Edmonton for Detroit 
there were over 100 Sunday school pu-
pils, a Men’s club, Women’s Auxiliary, 
Cubs, Scouts, Girl Guides, and Youth 
League—to name a few.

We left in 1963 for Detroit, Mich-
igan, where mom and dad remained 
until 1970. They then moved to San 
Francisco where mom continued her 
activities, always making people feel 
welcome. She would invite friends and 
parishioners for coffee, or coffee and 
dessert, or dinner. There was always 
a bed for anyone who needed it. She 
worked tirelessly for her church. 

During all this time she served on 
various boards for Convention. When 
they retired to Kelowna, British Co-
lumbia in 1980, she held positions on 
the Western Canada Conference 
Board. But wait—there’s more—once 
again she was teaching Sunday school 
in her home. Elsie, or Lisa to some, 
lived a long and useful life. As a plaque 
in her home read: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 
24:15 —Sharon Williams 

Get the Messenger by mail
US Address – $25/year

Canada Address – $30/year
Other Address –$40/year

Visit the website for details or to subscribe to the free online  
version of the Messenger:  

Swedenborg.org/news-announcements/newsletter-the-messenger

Passages
Continued from page 44 The Swedenborg Foundation is  

Recruiting a Permanent CEO
broad engagement with the theolog-
ical message disclosed by Emanuel 
Swedenborg.”

The Swedenborg Foundation is an 
independent, educational US-based 
nonprofit that serves to publish, pre-
serve, and promote the life-guid-
ing principles of eighteenth-centu-
ry spiritual world explorer Emanuel 
Swedenborg. www.swedenborg.com

The Foundation is actively seeking 
candidates during April and early May. 
The application deadline is May 16, 
2022. We plan a hiring decision in 
June 2022 for a start date in July 2022.  
The Foundation’s offices are in the 
greater Philadelphia area; the CEO can 
work remotely for a good portion of 
their time; the CEO position is either 
full-time or three-quarters. For more 
information, please email ceosearch@
swedenborg.com with the subject line 
“CEO position.” 

After a time of transition, the 
Swedenborg Foundation seeks 
 a nonprofit business leader 

skilled in driving organizational suc-
cess and empowering high performing 
staff. Reporting to the Board of Direc-
tors, the CEO will have overall man-
agement responsibility for a growing, 
impactful organization with a current 
investment portfolio of $20 million, 
annual expense budget of $3 million 
and twenty employees.

Combining inspirational leadership 
and sophisticated management abili-
ties, the CEO will advance the orga-
nization in terms of culture, capabili-
ty, processes, and impact. While work-
ing closely with the organization’s ex-
ecutive team, the CEO will inspire 
innovation, and ensure that the orga-
nization is continually well-equipped 
to advance its mission “to foster an af-
firmative, informed, and increasingly 

https://swedenborg.org/news-announcements/newsletter-the-messenger/
https://swedenborg.com/
mailto:ceosearch%40swedenborg.com?subject=CEO%20Position
mailto:ceosearch%40swedenborg.com?subject=CEO%20Position
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What’s Happening

Church Calendar
• May 27–30, 2022: SCYL Memorial Day 

Retreat, Allenton, MI

• June 25–29, 2022: Annual Convention, 
Long Beach, CA

• July 23–31, 2022: Almont Summer 
School, Allenton, MI

• July 30–August 14, 2022: Fryeburg New 
Church Assembly, Fryeburg, ME

Answers to the March Jumble: 
Spring, Lilies, Ladybug, Harvest

I prefer to do my shopping at 11:00 AM because I can typically find:
“Daylight Savings”

Jumble by Jason Greenwood
Answers will be printed in the next issue.

NEW! Follow the Messenger 
on Instagram!

Did you know the Swedenborgian 
Church of North America has a 

YouTube channel? Virtual content 
that has been created, Convention 
and the Swedenborgians in Action 
Against Racism program, can be 

found here for viewing at anytime!
Click the YouTube logo above to 

subscribe!

Swedenborgians in 
Action Against Racism 

SAAR has a biweekly email 
newsletter that provides education 
around issues central to antiracism, 

ideas for actions to take, and 
inspiration to keep at it long-

term. Email Rev. Shada Sullivan, 
revshada@gmail.com to join  

the email list.

Previous issues of the SAAR 
Newsletter can be found on 

our website: swedenborg.org/
community/diversity-equity-
inclusion/swedenborgians-in-

action-against-racism/
Our Daily Bread at 

SpiritualQuesters.org is your 
resource for recent sermons, 

meditations, reflections, lessons, 
interviews, and original content 

from within and beyond the 
Swedenborgian Church of  

North America.

http://fryeburg.org/
http://fryeburg.org/
https://www.instagram.com/swedenborgmessenger/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0c0t5NyyX3DCMSnma-2qKg?view_as=subscriber
mailto:revshada%40gmail.com?subject=SAAR%20Newsletter
https://swedenborg.org/community/diversity-equity-inclusion/swedenborgians-in-action-against-racism/
https://swedenborg.org/community/diversity-equity-inclusion/swedenborgians-in-action-against-racism/
https://swedenborg.org/community/diversity-equity-inclusion/swedenborgians-in-action-against-racism/
https://swedenborg.org/community/diversity-equity-inclusion/swedenborgians-in-action-against-racism/
https://spiritualquesters.org/
https://spiritualquesters.org/
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About the 
Swedenborgian Church

Emanuel Swedenborg was 
born January 29, 1688, in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Although 
he never intended a church 
denomination to be founded or 
named after him, a society was 
formed in London fifteen years 
after his death. American groups 
eventually founded the General 
Convention of Swedenborgian 
Churches. 

As a result of Swedenborg’s 
spir i tual quest ioning and 
insights, we as a church exist 
to encourage that same spirit 
of inquiry and personal growth, 
to respect differences in views, 
and to accept others who may 
have different traditions. 

In his theological writings, 
Swedenborg shared a view of 
God as infinitely loving and at 
the very center of our beings, a 
view of life as a spiritual birthing 
as we participate in our own 
creation, and a view of scripture 
as a story of inner life stages as 
we learn and grow. Swedenborg 
said, “All religion relates to life, 
and the life of religion is to do 
good.” He also felt that the 
sincerest form of worship is a 
useful life.

The Swedenborgian Church of 
North America
50 Quincy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Address Service Requested

Swedenborgian Church Youth League

Apples and Oranges: 
The Quest for Common Ground

SCYL Memorial Day Teen Retreat for ages 13 – 20 
Almont New Church Assembly in Allenton, Michigan
Friday, May 27 at 7:00 PM ET – Monday, May 30 at 10:00 AM ET

At our retreats we offer life skills 
 and spiritual sessions based on 

the principles of the Swedenborgian 
Church. We strive for a safe, secure, 
and inclusive environment to discuss 
and share relevant and meaningful 
ideas that help with challenges youth 
face today. We work, play, craft, and 
learn together as a community. We 
have fun! This year’s theme is Apples 
and Oranges: The Quest for Common 
Ground. We all know that we live in a 
very divisive world. It seems everyone 
is taking sides and fighting. This re-
treat will help us discover ways to find 
common ground and peace amid the 
division. I’m sure we’ll all benefit from 
the lively discussions and activities. 

Everyone attending this retreat must 
be fully vaccinated for COVID-19. We 
will take extra care to follow all estab-
lished C.D.C. guidelines for hosting 
an overnight event. 

The cost is $75 with a household 
maximum of $150. Cash or check 

payable to ANCA should be brought 
to the retreat. Assistance is available 
with the cost. 

Bring a sleeping bag (if you are not 
flying), PJs, towel, personal items, in-
struments, and a friend. See you there!

For more information, please call or 
text youth director, Kurt Fekete, at 
802.345.0169 or email kfekete@ 
hotmail.com. We also have a private 
Facebook Group that parents may ask 
to join for updated information. 

mailto:kfekete%40hotmail.com?subject=SCYL%20Retreat
mailto:kfekete%40hotmail.com?subject=SCYL%20Retreat
https://www.facebook.com/groups/228508777224635

