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Swedenborgians Gather in St. Louis for 190th 

Annual Convention
By Herb Ziegler

O
n Wednesday, July 2, 2014, Swedenborgians from 
across the United States and Canada converged 
on St. Louis, gathering on the campus of Web-

ster University in the village of Webster Groves. Ministers 
had already arrived on Sunday evening, meeting all day 
Monday and Tuesday as the Council of Ministers, and the 
o�cers and councilors of the General Council of the Swe-
denborgian Church had met all day Wednesday (page 114). 

�e ministers, councilors, and new-
ly arrived delegates and friends joined 
the members of the St. Louis Church 
of the Open Word Garden Chapel for 
the opening service. 

After dinner, everyone assembled 
for the joyful, spirited, and inspiring 
opening service, led by Garden Chapel 
president Paul Deming, in worship and 
in music. �e Garden Chapel Singers 
sang beautifully. A terri�c band, com-
posed of Paul Deming on lead guitar, 

Gerry Liebman (keyboardist from the 
Garden Chapel), Ken Turley on gui-
tar, Harvey Love on bass, Justin Seb-
elski on drums, and Laurie Turley on 
vocals. �eir music was moving and 
inspiring, rounding out a warm wel-
coming talk by Paul. Paul introduced 
the member volunteers from the Gar-
den Chapel and the Illinois Associa-

tion, who received a heartfelt round of 
applause from the delegates for all their 
work to make them feel welcome and 
comfortable.

Swedenborgian Church president 
Rev. Ken Turley delivered the keynote 
address (page 95), setting the tone for 
both the convention and the direction 
of the Church. �e address was well re-
ceived and discussed as everyone gath-
ered for the reception sponsored by the 
Swedenborg Foundation that followed.

�e days were bookended by short 
services, chapel before breakfast, and 
vespers after evening receptions. For 
early risers, Rev. Susannah Currie led a 
program of exercises called Awakening 
Movement at 6:45 AM, and Ken Turley 
led a morning session of meditational 
singing and learning new songs called 
Morning Sing.

After breakfast on Thursday, the 
annual Memorial Worship Service was 
held. Many participants came forward 
to remember loved ones and friends 
who have passed fully into the spiritu-
al world, including many who passed 
over the past year.

�e business of the annual conven-

Paul Deming welcoming  

the delegates 

Garden Chapel Singers L to R: Deborah O’Reilly, 

Emily Harris, Suzy Holper, Carolyn Bower

Opening band: guitars, Paul Deming and Ken 

Turley; vocals, Laurie Turley; keyboard, Gerry 

Liebman; bass, Justin Sebelski; drums, Harvey Love
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The Editor’s Desk

What to Do?
I was f lush with 

warm feelings from 
my first experience 
of St. Louis while at-
tending the annual 

convention there. Some of us ventured 
into the city to experience the local 
culture. We encountered mixed-race 
audiences and performers at some lo-
cal blues clubs and on the streets, and 
the pervasive warmth and friendli-
ness of the people we encountered was 
striking. 

I was shortly thereafter shocked and 
dismayed to hear and see the news of 
the brutal, dehumanizing, and unnec-
essary killing in nearby Ferguson of an 
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unarmed teenager who was guilty of 
no crime or behavior that would war-
rant his killing by a police o�cer. 

 I condemn neither the police nor 
black teenagers as a group for their 
behavior. Our police forces are com-
posed of brave and dedicated men and 
women who insert themselves into 
life-threatening situations to protect 
us. �e particulars of this case are in 
dispute, but something went terribly 
wrong, whether in the character and 
acculturation of the police o�cer in-
volved or the training provided by the 
police department. I do not speak to 
the guilt or innocence the involved in-
dividuals; Individual responsibility for 
the tragedy is not my focus, but rather 
the cultural atmosphere that made it 
possible—or inevitable.

I cannot ignore the historical roots 
of this problem, nor can I throw my 
hands up in despair because the prob-
lem appears permanently ingrained in 
our national culture. Black teenagers 
are descendents of Africans who were 
brutally kidnapped and transported 
to America to be slaves. �eir fami-
lies and community norms were torn 
asunder. �ey were denied education 
or institutions of social order beyond 
the whip and whim of their owners. 
Most problems and issues that revolve 
around race in America cannot be sep-
arated from these facts. As an Ameri-

can and a Christian, I have a sacred ob-
ligation to do what I can to right these 
wrongs—but what to do? All that I can 
manage right now is try to express my 
views without capitulating to the no-
tion that if you support the victim, you 
demonize the police, and if you sup-
port the police you demonize young 
black men. I will continue to search 
my heart for better ways to be of use.

 Will we, who follow the teachings 
of Jesus Christ and a�rm justice, char-
ity, and care for the oppressed simply 
stand by and equivocate, ignore or 
deny what we see? I humbly suggest 
prayerful and heart-searching self-re-
�ection as a start.

—Herb Ziegler

Church Calendar
•	Oct 3–4, 2014: SHS Board meet-

ing • Berkeley, CA

•	Nov 6–8, 2014: General Council 

meeting • Framingham, MA

•	June 4–7, 2015: Gathering Leaves—
A Swedenborgian Women’s Retreat 
Cincinnati, OH

Reports on the West Coast and 
SCYL Memorial Day Retreats will ap-
pear in the October Messenger due to 
space limitations.

mailto:messenger@swedenborg.org
http://www.swedenborg.org
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2014: The Year of Providence: Gateway to Providence; 

	   The Assurance of Purpose: Being Led by the Lord

2015: The Year of Regeneration: The Way of Change

The General Council 2013 Vision Statement: 
As people and a community we are becoming

•	 Open to the Divine presence and leading in all things
•	 Authentic and enthusiastic about living our Swedenbor-

gian faith and vibrantly communicating this at all levels
•	 A living body finding unity within our diversity, inclu-

sive and meeting others where they are 
•	 Inspired by God’s love, wisdom, and 

energy, sharing creativity and resourc-
es to facilitate health, interconnect-
edness, and transformation of people 
for joyful and excellent service to the 
world and each other.

W
hen I began as president of 
the Swedenborgian Church, 
I said I wasn’t sure if I was 

taking on the job of hospice chaplain or 
midwife. As is so often the case, being  
a Swedenborgian, the either/or question 
was answered with a both/and response. 
Completing the fourth year of my presidency, if I were to try 
to conceptualize the tasks of president, it seems more like 
the job of a gardener.

I am charged with the responsibility of caring for an ar-
ray of diverse living things, and there are all kinds of things 
alive with di�erent needs and in all stages of growth. Some 
things, having f lowered and 
bloomed and having produced 
good fruit, are now reaching the 
end of their useful lives. �ere 
are other things just beginning 
to show life, in some cases seeds 
just recently planted and barely 
beginning to show signs of life, and of course there are other 
living entities in all the various stages of the life cycle: some 
just budding, some full �owering, some bearing fruit, oth-
ers just present in the unassuming beauty of their being and 
even dormancy. My job is to oversee all these things, see to 
the distribution of the water and fertilizer we have as need-
ed. Mostly this means overseeing the work of others who are 

carrying water, or removing weeds, or shoveling compost, or 
transplanting—the metaphors go on and on.

But there is one overriding image that I have been carry-
ing in my mind for months. I used to think of this denomi-
nation as a tree with deep roots and many branches covered 
with leaves for the healing of the nations and bearing fruit 
for the nourishment of hungry souls. And sincerely, I be-
lieve that over the two hundred and forty-some years that it 
has been in existence, this has been a true correspondence. 
But now an image has come to mind that has me �lled 
with complex and drastically con�icting thoughts and emo-
tions. For a long time I have believed that this church, and 

by that I mean the organizational struc-
ture we call the General Convention of 
the New Jerusalem, was the life and fu-
ture of Swedenborgianism, less presump-
tuously and more accurately called the 
Lord’s New Church. I believe this func-
tion is still true, but to be brutally honest, 
now I see General Convention more as 
an acorn. And even more speci�cally, the 
shell of the acorn within which the es-
sence of new life has been housed. At this 
stage, the full and �owering tree is indeed 
within, but the shell of the acorn which 
is serving as a secure and rigid structure, 

with a life and beauty of its own and an essential and useful 
purpose, is starting to show cracks, and it is starting to come 
apart in ways that cannot be stopped and which are pain-
ful and disturbing and hard to accept. �ere is the sense of 
impending loss, the death of that which was once so strong 
and secure.

But of course you must see, 
as do I, this metaphorical im-
age not just from the perspec-
tive of the acorn’s shell, but from 
the perspective of the living seed 
within, which is struggling to 
come into being. The shell of 

the acorn is falling apart; it is an image of death and de-
struction and the end of life. But for the seed, it is the new 
life within the dying structure which is forcing the change 
and ultimate and inevitable destruction of the containing 
shell. If you look at this church closely, you will see, even as 
you cannot avoid seeing the cracked and decaying shell of 

The President’s Annual Address
The Keynote Address of the 190th Swedenborgian Annual Convention

Continues on page 112

We are going through nothing less, 

and nothing more, than regeneration, 

the very thing that our church so 

eloquently teaches as the means to 

salvation.
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Stepping Into Visibility

Bible reading: Revelation 21

 And he that sat upon the 
throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new. And he said unto 
me, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful.

—Revelation 21:5

F
irst of all I want 
to thank all of you 
for being here. To-

day is the culmination of 
many years of seeking and preparation, 
stops, starts, and perseverance, and it 
is such a blessing to look out and see 
so many people who have supported 
Anna and me along the way and who 
have loved us through doubts and dif-
�cult times. Today is a great day, and 
it means the world to me to have you 
all here. 

And speaking of this journey to-
wards ordination that I’ve been on, I 
want to tell you a story from one day 
of this journey. It was a Monday after-
noon two years ago in Berkeley. I was 
in Inese Radzins’ o�ce, and for those 
of you who haven’t gotten to meet her, 
Inese is a gifted and insightful profes-
sor of theology at SHS in the Bay Area. 
I was in her o�ce, and I hate to ad-
mit this, but I was kind of complaining 
to her. I was complaining to her about 
having been at dinner with a few of my 
friends in San Francisco from outside 
the religious and spiritual community 
who were talking about this book they 
had all read. It turns out that each of 
them had recently read �e God Delu-
sion by Richard Dawkins, a British evo-
lutionary biologist. �e God Delusion is 
a book whose central point is that not 
only are religious traditions misguided 
and without any kind of merit, but that 
they are also dangerous and damaging 
to human life. So, my friends were say-

ing how great this book 
was and how it helped 
them really understand 
religion for the �rst time. 
And it was just kind of 
funny, you know, each of 
these friends had known 
me for several years and 
knew I was in seminary 
and had been through 
chaplaincy training and 

was hoping to become ordained to be 
a chaplain, so it was a little strange 
and uncomfortable to be sitting with 
them, these individuals I loved, who 
were wholesale dismissing the subject 
matter of my whole vocational choice 
based on one scientist’s opinion.

I didn’t know what to do. So I just 
kind of nodded vaguely and eventually 
the subject shifted. But it bothered me 
enough that I brought it up with Inese 

a few days later. As I was telling her the 
story, I realized that one aspect that re-
ally got to me was that here my friends 
were, turning to Dawkins, a scientist, 
for consultation on matters of religion 
when I, a person actually studying reli-
gion, and a person with whom they had 
a relationship, was sitting right there. 
It made me feel invisible, not valued, 
overlooked. In response to this story, 
Inese said something that I don’t think 
I’ll ever forget, she said, “We live in the 
age of the scientist.” She then said, “In 
previous periods of history people went 
to theologians and spiritual people to 
help interpret their world, and then 

at some point people began to turn to 
philosophers, and now they turn to sci-
entists.” And as I let what she said sink 
in, I realized how true it is. 

Many times in popular culture, 
when there are issues of ultimate con-
cern or ultimate truth at hand, it’s sci-
entists or engineers who are looked to 
for answers. And after eight years in 
the Bay Area, I’m all too familiar with 
this happening. We certainly hear the 
narrative that the technology industry 
will save the economy, or technology 
will save the environment, or technol-
ogy will solve (insert social problem 
here).

Science and technology are ascen-
dant in our culture in a way they have 
never been before. To be honest, I have 
fears about this reality that go beyond 
my own ego’s desire to be listened to by 
my friends. I fear the implications of a 
reliance on literal thinking and an em-
phasis on black and white truths. Like 
many of you, perhaps, I fear the grow-
ing presence of technology in our daily 
lives. And rightly so, there are signi�-
cant things to be afraid of.

Recently a journalist local to St. 
Louis, Sarah Kendzior, wrote a piece 
about the death of the American shop-
ping mall. In it she actually laments the 
death of the mall—if you can believe 
it. She and I are both in our thirties 
and were raised in mid-sized Midwest-
ern towns. She and I share memories 
of middle school Saturday afternoons 
walking around the mall, checking out 
the CD store, maybe drinking an Or-
ange Julius. Malls were, in some ways, 
the last ubiquitous, in-person route for 
buying things for many middle class 
folks. Shopping has moved online at a 
harried clip. Hundreds of malls in the 
US have closed down recently and—
this is crazy—half of all malls in the 
US are predicted to close in the next 
ten years. And why? Amazon.com has 
taken over the retail world in a man-
ner few could have predicted just a 

Ordination Sermon: the Rev. Elizabeth Blair

It is harmful to the soul to 

close down against change, 

to lower the gates around 

our traditions and to refuse 

to engage.
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few years ago. And they did it by us-
ing math and technology to streamline 
the entire online consumer experience. 
Exploiting online search histories and 
using mathematical algorithms, which 
determine what pops up as things that 
you might like to buy when you go to 
their website, Amazon o�ers a more 
e�cient route between producer and 
consumer than, perhaps, the world has 
ever seen. 

Great, right? I’m not so sure. An 
Amazon warehouse employee, who is 
expected to collect an order every thir-
ty-three seconds, said of his co-work-
ers and himself, “We are machines, 
we are robots, we plug our scanner in, 
we’re holding it, but we might as well 
be plugging it into ourselves. We don’t 
think for ourselves, maybe they don’t 
trust us to think for ourselves as hu-
man beings. Maybe we’re not human.” 
Listen to that, “Maybe we’re not hu-
man.” �is is my greatest fear of the 
age of the scientist, that the exploita-
tion of science and technology will de-
humanize our landscape past a point 
of no return, and that the experience of 
being alive will become less robust, less 
dynamic, less human. 

And at precisely this same moment 
people are turning less and less to spiri-
tual or religious traditions for comfort, 
sustenance, or guidance in their dai-
ly lives. �at Amazon employee I just 
quoted probably doesn’t go to church. 
For those of us who travel in religious 
or spiritual circles, it feels like this is 
all people have been talking about for 
years, isn’t it? �is cataclysmic shift 
in religious culture. It can feel over-
whelming, can’t it? And tiring, and 
scary. And I know that it makes me 
want to retreat. I want to take comfort 
in the company of those of us who re-
main here, within religious traditions, 
even as these spaces of comfort shrink. 
I love being around like-minded peo-
ple who I can talk theology with, who 

have a similar mental framework for 
understanding the world. And there is 
a deep need for these spaces for those of 
us who remain in them. We do need to 
continue to cultivate our spiritual un-
derstanding of the world, and it’s real-
ly helpful to do that with other people 
who share a spiritual shorthand. 

My fear, however, is that as the 
church shrinks I will retreat more and 
more, engaging less and less with the 
world that changes, and shifts, and 
moves around us as it always has, 
but faster this time, and with deeper 
consequences. 

As I think back on that meal I had 
with my friends who were all reading 
Dawkins, I wonder now how I could 
have responded. I did not need to make 
myself invisible by not responding at 
all, and I did not need to expect that 
they would automatically see me as a 
person with authority because of my 
vocation. And I know that for many 
of them, the kind of critique �e God 
Delusion o�ers of religion is a soothing 
balm for wounds incurred while being 
raised in spiritually harmful church-
es, and on top of that I recognize that 

Dawkins has, even to my thinking, 
some very legitimate things to say. 

Given all of this, what I needed to 
embody in that moment was not in-
visibility; I didn’t need to erase myself. 
Likewise, I didn’t need to challenge 
them in their own personal processes 
of spiritual formation. What I needed 
to embody was loving engagement. 

Sounds easy enough, right? Loving 
engagement sounds innocuous even. 
But I think that for any of us who have 
risked vulnerability and have been 
hurt, which is likely all of the people 
in this room, we know that it’s not. 
�is is risky business—risky business 
in an uncertain time. Engaging with 
the world, stepping into visibility as re-
ligious people with other people who 
are running away from previously up-
held traditions that we �nd value in, 
can be painful. We risk rejection, we 
risk misunderstanding, we risk the un-
comfortable feeling of being di�erent. 
But the only thing more detrimental 
to risking these things is strengthening 
our defenses against them. It is harm-
ful to the soul to close down against 
change, to lower the gates around our 
traditions and to refuse to engage. As 
readers of Swedenborg, we know that 
what we believe needs to be lived, or 
it becomes an empty container. We 
know that when we make movements 
to live in alignment with our deep-
est loves, to live who we are in the full 
light of day, we become more fully hu-
man, and more fully alive, even when 
we experience pain. 

So, my friends, I wanted to frame 
this sermon with Revelation 21 because 
it’s a passage that I’ve gone back to over 
and over in my own spiritual journey. 
Even before I found Swedenborg who 
allowed me a deeper and more mean-
ingful interpretation than what I was 
given as a child. “Behold, I am making 
all things new” has always felt to me 
like this wonderful promise from God. 
It will all be made new, over and over. 

Continues on page 107



the Messenger	 September 201498

Continues next page

Bible reading: Matthew 25:31-40

For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me. 

—Matthew 25:35-36
God created us in such a 

way that our inner self is in the 
spiritual world and our outer self 
is in the physical world. �is is so 
that the spiritual part of us, which belongs to 
heaven, can be planted in the physical part 
the way a seed is planted in the ground.

—Emmanuel Swedenborg 

W
hen the ocean and I meet, 
we have a ritual. I walk to 
that salty shore and I bend 

down, right at the edge of the waves. I 
take a deep breath and breathe a prayer 
to God as I look out on the vast ocean. 
And then I take the water, and with 
my �ngers I make the sign of the cross 
on my forehead and on my chest, trac-
ing the mark that was placed there so 
many years ago in my baptism. Some-
thing happens when �esh meets wa-
ter—when my �ngers meet that salt. 
In this act, the internal, that which be-
longs to heaven, meets the physical re-
ality of the natural world, of my body. 
In this physical act, I experience and 
can name the presence of God with 
me, the revelation, the incarnation of 
God in the world. 

Swedenborgian theology illumi-
nates this idea that the natural world 
is infused with spiritual reality. �at 
we, at our core, are spiritual beings, 
created for heaven, and as we’re liv-
ing in this natural world we have the 
opportunity to increase our awareness 
and receptivity of God’s in�ux, infu-
sion, and in�lling in all things. In this 

framework we �nd an in-
vitation not to reject or to 
conquer the physical but 
instead to be conscious, 
aware, and appreciative 
of the world around us, 
as it is the conduit for the 
spiritual, the celestial, the 
heavenly—that the physi-
cal world around us and 
our very bodies are the 
skin that God’s love and 

wisdom can come together in to act in 
useful service. 

For I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, naked and 
you clothed me, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me in, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in pris-
on and you visited me. For whatev-
er you do for the least of these, who 
are members of my family, you do 
this for me.

�ese words of Jesus invite us into 
the incarnational reality that the Lord 
embodied while walking on earth, 
when the One God of heaven and 
earth chose to come on earth not as a 
mere concept, as a set of rules to follow, 
or merely as an ethereal presence, but 
to come on earth as a human being—
feet, and dust, hands, and healing—
demonstrating what the kingdom of 
heaven looks like, mustard seeds and 
loaves of bread, bending down and 

washing feet, feeding and being fed. 
We may not know the ins and outs 
of the arguments of who God is and 
who we are. But we can know this: that 
God is in all things and created us for 
a life of love and service; that in a hand 
reaching out to another God is with us; 
that when we bend down and wash the 
feet of one whom we hesitate to even 
touch, Divinity is incarnate; that when 
we take the bread and the wine, the wa-
ter, God is incarnate with us—cooking 
supper, writing poetry, wiping noses, 
digging in the dirt—love in action. As 
my late grandfather, the Rev. Dr. Bill 
Woofenden, put it, “Love, by its very 
nature must be doing something.” 

In doing these acts, love is revealed. 
Love is revealed as the truth of all peo-
ple being created and seen as beloved 
children of God is named. When you 
do this to the least of these, you do it 
for me. 

My calling to ministry has been re-
vealed to me through my body, through 
the spiritual reality of who God created 
me to be, pressing and yearning to be 
manifest in the world around me. 

For many years I had the honor of 
serving a church congregation that I 
love, a church that was born into an 
organization that will not ordain me 
because of my gender, my body. I have 
much gratitude for this church and 
this organization, and I hold them in 
great love and respect. And it was in 
that messy mixed bag of delight in ser-
vice and the limits and prescribed roles 
of how I could serve that my calling to 
ordained ministry became clear. In our 
congregation, we had an annual fam-
ily camp. And every year on Saturday 
evening we would have a Holy Supper; 
Communion; service.

Now, every year I would prepare 
for this. Being the lead on the camp, 
I gathered together the sta�, prepared 
the program, set the theme, and so on. 
And then when the evening arrived, I 
always took great joy in setting that sa-

Ordination Sermon: the Rev. Anna Woofenden

Here I Am, Send Me

. . . the Lord’s table to be 

open to all, not only must it 

be available to all to receive, 

it also must be open for all 

who are called to be trained, 

gifted, and ordained to 

serve—to serve.
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cred table: spreading the white linens, 
creating the shape and space of the ser-
vice, sprinkling candles and �owers, 
silk and stones, and setting out the 
bread and wine—preparing a table for 
our community to gather around.

I loved this worship and looked for-
ward to the profound moments I wit-
nessed in the lives of our congregation 
during this year-
ly ritual. But af-
ter a few years, an-
other tradition de-
veloped: I would 
cry—before, after, 
sometimes during, 
the service. And I’m 
not talking a few 
tears, a tissue, and 
an “oh, isn’t it beau-
tiful when the Spir-
it moves us” kind of 
crying. 

No. These tears 
exploded out of 
me, taking over my 
body and catching 
even me, especially 
me, o� guard. 

T he  ine v it a -
ble trigger: when it 
came time to start 
the service and I could not stand be-
side my colleague, the minister of our 
congregation, to serve Communion 
to our community. �ere was some-
thing about the elements of the sacra-
ment—the bread, the wine handed, re-
ceived—that transcended the rational 
arguments of why I could not be an or-
dained minister and exposed to me the 
truth of my calling. 

I needed to be presiding over this 
meal alongside my colleague, serving 
our community together as we did 
throughout the year. My whole being 
ached to be breaking the bread and 
pouring the wine, telling the story of 
the Lord’s feast with us, o�ering spiri-

tual food and drink and blessing these 
people I held so dear. 

Afterwards, I would find myself 
curled up with close friends, crying 
and going back over the evening. Pick-
ing apart the trigger phrases and being 
sure I was over-reacting to unintention-
al words and actions of exclusion and 
ignorance. We were all ignorant. I was 
ignorant of how the �bers of my be-
ing were shouting out my call, my call 

to serve at the table. 
My friends were ig-
norant, comforting 
the pain in the spe-
ci�c situation, but 
not knowing, not 
seeing and nam-
ing the question of 
what God was stir-
ring inside me.

�e next year my 
body didn’t wait 
and contain itself 
until after the ser-
vice. I found my-
self pounding up 
the hill to the bath-
rooms after set-
ting up the space. 
I scared myself as 
I slammed stall 
doors, stomped my 
heavy boot-clad 

feet. �is anger that was pressing out 
of my body was not something I was 
used to—or comfortable with. I as-
sumed since it was so strong, intense, 
it must be something bad 

I can see and ask the question now: 
was it God? Was it God letting every 
�ber of my being know that there is 
something powerful, deep, and sacred 
about sharing the bread and cup, and 
that not only was I called to do it but 
that I’m called to stand for an opening 
of the sacred table, that for the Lord’s 
table to be open to all, not only must 
it be available to all to receive, it also 
must be open for all who are called 
to be trained, gifted, and ordained to 

serve . . . to serve.
Whether I like it or not, I know 

what it’s like in the very �ber of my be-
ing to be told—be it in words or sys-
tems, cultural norms, or well inten-
tioned theories—that I am not hear-
ing the Lord properly, that I am inad-
equate and unlovable, that I am fun-
damentally �awed. I know what it feels 
like to question whether I am wholly 
created in the image of God, wheth-
er I am loved and okay. I know this 
wholly human experience of question-
ing who we are in relation to God and 
the world.

It is out of these times of struggle 
and doubt, pain, and darkness that we 
can �nd the clarity, truth, love, and 
light of the Lord and claim who we are 
in God. It is the sacred charge that I 
stand here today, to claim for myself 
and to claim for others whose call may 
be di�erent but who are also called to 
do and be incarnations of God’s love 
in the world. All of us are whole. All 
of us are loved and all of us are created 
in the scared image of God. And God 
created us to embody love and wis-
dom, and made us to be changed and 
transformed. 

And I stand here before you because 
 you have seen me, and claimed 

me, and given me a home to serve 
from. I stand here today with a grate-
ful, passionate, and peaceful heart as I 
step forward to serve from this denom-
ination and tradition that is embody-
ing love in action, seeing the Lord at 
work in the beauty of creation, the va-
riety of humanity, and is committed to 
the work of being receptors of heaven 
here on earth. 

This is what propels me forward 
in my future ministry to re-imagine 
church, to facilitate and serve a church 
that is attuned to the physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual needs of our 
community. I am stepping forward as 
an ordained minister to plant a church, 
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I
t is such a blessing and a privilege 
to be here with you this afternoon, 
in this hour of worship. It has been 

a beautiful week of gathering togeth-
er, a powerful reminder that we are a 
part of something so much larger than 
ourselves. I am reminded of this daily 
at home; I serve our New Church in 
Fryeburg, Maine, and I have the privi-
lege there of living in our parsonage, a 
place where I �nd daily reminders of 
the past. Just last week, we were work-
ing on the patio, and as I pulled back 
some overgrown grass, there written in 
the cement was “Rienstra 1985.” [Rev. 
David Rienstra is a former minister for 
Fryebug.]

If I go to the attic, I �nd papers and 
books and sermons belonging to the 
very �rst minister of the Fryeburg New 
Church, Rev. Baman 
Stone. Among the pa-
pers is his resignation 
letter to the Congrega-
tional Church, a bold 
move that led to the 
building of a Sweden-
borgian presence in 
Fryeburg. I cherish this 
history and inheritance 
of ours; I love hearing 
the stories of our past, 
particularly those seemingly golden 
moments of opportunity to share the 
faith with others. Here is a prime ex-
ample I recently came across—it is 
1857, six miles out of Portland, and the 
thermometer reads below zero. “Today 
we are in the midst of the severities of a 
Maine winter . . . . No cars pass on the 
railway and there is no means of get-
ting into town. Notwithstanding the 
severity of the cold, a respectable audi-
ence assembled to hear the Swedenbor-
gian missionary.” Any guesses about 
the size of that “respectable audience?” 

�ree hundred people! 
I love that past . . . , and I have been 

very grateful to be reminded this week 
that we are also called to look forward. 
We are in a unique period, a time when 
church statisticians tell us that more 
than eighty percent of Americans are 
finding more fulfilling things than 
choosing church to do on Sundays.

And yet, while the desire for the tra-
ditional worship hour and church life 
as we know it appears to be in a state of 
�ux, I think we can safely assume that 
while we may be unsure of the way, we 
as human beings still long for connec-
tion, healing, and transformation. I re-
cently read a de�nition of transform 
that I liked: to be transformed is to ex-
ist in a way that we have never existed 
before. 

From our reading in Matthew, we 
�nd Jesus calling each disciple to exist 
in a way that he had never existed be-
fore—to be a partner in healing.

Jesus called his twelve disciples 
to him and gave them authority to 
drive out impure spirits and to heal 
every disease and sickness.

�is new calling for the disciples to 
be agents of the healing process seems 
to have come out of recognition that 
the people were lost, like sheep with-
out a shepherd. Indeed, Jesus describes 
the crowds as “harassed and helpless” 

[Matthew 9:36], and in an act of mer-
cy, He invites the disciples to become 
part of that healing process, to be la-
borers of the harvest. What a moment! 

As a denomination, this last year 
we looked to “Divine Providence” as 
a theme that could unite our church-
es and ministries. Simply put, Divine 
Providence is the way the Lord looks 
after us. �e goal of Divine Providence 
is that “what has been broken apart 
should be made whole”[Divine Provi-
dence §4].

In our tradition, we have a particu-
lar way of understanding just what has 
broken apart—it is the Love and Wis-
dom united in God that has been bro-
ken apart in us. �is is why I can love 
what is false or not care for what is tru-
ly good; I feel it in moments when I 
lack discernment or lack compassion; 
I experience this brokenness when I 
place myself above others. 

When my thoughts return to the 
story of the Lord calling the twelve to 

be healers, it strikes 
me as most notewor-
thy that when we hear 
of the twelve who 
were called to Jesus 
for just this purpose, 
there were in fact 
twelve. No one is left 
out on account of not 
being “good enough.” 
Who is always the last 
to be included and yet 

is in fact included? Judas! And what do 
we always hear upon reading his name? 
He is “the one who betrayed him.” 
Does this betrayal keep him from be-
ing invited to share God’s love? Not in 
the least.

Just as Jesus was working to heal 
the a�icted during His physical life, 
the Divine Human One is still work-
ing within and among us towards our 
spiritual health now—and at the same 
time, we can also be servants in this 
purpose. 

You Come from a Blessed Place

Continues next page

Convention Sermon: the Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen
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How can we be of service? Is there 
something specific I can be more 
aware of? Jesus shares some very de-
tailed instructions about how we are 
to go about this journey [see Matthew 
10]. Interestingly, he includes a list of 
items we are not to take. (He must have 
known we would want them!)

From Matthew 10:9–10, we read 
these words, “Take no gold, or silver, 
or copper in your belts, no bag for your 
journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a 
sta�; for laborers deserve their food.”

My mind begins to imagine how 
full my arms would be carrying these 
items; I can imagine I 
might be so busy man-
aging these items that I 
might just have trouble 
knocking on someone’s 
door, or taking a hand. 
If I’ve got my money 
with me, I can imagine 
that I’m allowing my-
self to formulate a “plan 
B”—maybe I won’t have 
to depend on the hospi-
tality of a stranger; I can 
�gure out my own way. To be honest, 
maybe I’m a little anxious to truly en-
gage the world, meeting the other just 
as I am. Perhaps I worry that if I don’t 
have anything that I am not anything. 
Imagine how the disciples were feel-
ing in that moment as the Lord called 
them to be present to the people, a ves-
sel for the Lord’s healing love—and 
they weren’t to take these most wished 
for travel items. �e Lord is surely call-
ing us, too, to let go in some impor-
tant way—in our churches, our lives, 
our relationships—so that we might 
engage our neighbors more deeply. It 
may be actual things—or it very well 
may be our own understandings, our 
own loves, our sense of control. 

I am reminded that it is undeniably 
easy to go through the day and not be 
fully present to those around us. Even 

in a conversation with a loved one, how 
easy it is to be formulating my own re-
sponse before the other has �nished 
speaking! �is is not the Lord’s way, 
who created the universe for the sake of 
being with others in heaven. As Divine 
Providence relates, “. . . spiritual love 
wants to share what it has with others, 
and to the extent that it can do so, it is 
totally present,” [§27]. 

As I go home I will continue to pon-
der this—how I might be more atten-
tive to those within our church’s wall 
and without, so that I might be a bet-
ter servant of the Lord. In a report giv-
en here at this annual convention by 
Kurt Fekete, our youth director, he 

stated that many of the 
teens didn’t �nd tradi-
tional worship meaning-
ful. What do I do with 
that? Will I be attentive 
to that? 

As I come to a close, I 
want to share one more 
thought. It was a thought 
that came into my mind 
while I was in our Frye-
burg Church not long 
before arriving here, and 

I want to share it because it felt very 
clear that it wasn’t from me. The 
thought was this: “You come from a 
blessed place.” At �rst, I took that as 
just for me. “Thank you, Lord,” I 
thought to myself, “I needed that.” (I 
was a little nervous about today!) And 
then I realized what it was about and 
so much more. �e disciples literally 
came from a blessed place. And now, 
we too, gathered here together, come 
from a blessed place. The Lord has 
blessed each one of you; and you can 
serve as a vessel of God’s Love and 
Wisdom just as you are. You are 
enough just as you are. May the Lord 
help us not to only see the healing in 
our life, but to work and support health 
and wholeness in those around us, and 
may we be truly attentive to the life 
around us.  

Continued from preceding page Iungerich Fund  

Call for Proposals

E
stablished in 1874, the Louis 
C. Iungerich Fund (“�e Iung-
erich Fund”) makes grants at its 

trustees’ discretion for the publication 
or printing and gratuitous distribution 
of the theological writings given by 
Emanuel Swedenborg among the Prot-
estant clergy of the United States and 
Canada, including theological students 
and professors of theology. As time and 
technology have moved forward, the 
trustees of the Iungerich Fund, using 
the discretionary powers given to them 
by the terms of Mr. Iungerich’s direc-
tions, allow grants that include elec-
tronic creation, printing, posting, and 
dissemination as well as “traditional” 
methods and have broadened the use 
of the Fund to include explications and 
summaries of Swedenborg’s writings.

Awards are made by the trustees fol-
lowing this general order:
•	 Projects of the General Convention 

and General Convention constitu-
ents

•	 Projects of the Swedenborg Founda-
tion

•	 Other projects that fall within the 
guidelines of the trust’s use and that 
have a bene�t to the General Con-
vention

•	 Remaining projects that meet the 
purpose of the Iungerich Fund
Send a letter of application to Cen-

tral O�ce (manager@swedenborg.org) 
or to chris.laitner@gmail.com no later 
than October 15, 2014, for consider-
ation for a 2015 grant. �e letter should 
contain a clear explanation of the proj-
ect, how it �ts the use of purpose of the 
fund, and how many (what audience) 
will be impacted by the project.

Grant determinations will be sent 
out to applicants between the end of 
November and December 10, 2014.

Questions should be addressed to 
the chair, chris.laitner@gmail.com. 

mailto:manager%40swedenborg.org?subject=
mailto:chris.laitner%40gmail.com?subject=
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(SCYL). [Mariel is eighteen years old 
and thus aging out of the SCYL.] I am 
sure that I am not the �rst person to 
have had an annual convention held in 
her hometown, but it was a new experi-
ence for me. Watching all my friends 
from around the country come �ood-
ing into the place I knew as home was 
overwhelmingly joyful. I felt honored 
for them to choose my city to explore 
(even if they really had little choice in 
the matter). I tried to be the “gracious 
host” to those in the SCYL who had 
never had the St. Louis experience. 
�ere was much partaking of “tradi-
tional” St. Louis food, and endless 
Arch jokes. Regardless, I hope that 
they felt as comfortable here as I do ev-
ery day. I think they did, as the SCYL 
led a worship service that granted in-
sight into their personal lives in a way 
that can only be done among those 
seen as family. 

by Mariel Tishma

T
he 2014 Annual Convention 
was held in St. Louis; this is 
also my hometown. Conse-

SCYL Teens Converge on St. Louis

quentially, this convention was my �rst 
and my last as a member of the Swe-
denborgian Church Youth League 

The teens with adult leaders on a �eld trip to the unique and fascinating City Museum

Invitation to East Coast 

Swedenborgian Retreat

T
he Massachusetts New Church 
Union is hosting a gathering 
for members and friends of 

the Maine, Massachusetts, New York, 
Middle Atlantic and Southeast Asso-
ciations at Rolling Ridge Retreat Cen-
ter, 660 Great Pond Rd, North Ando-
ver, Massachusetts (www.rollingridge.
org), on October 17–19, 2014, Friday 
dinner to Sunday breakfast. �e cost is 

$50 per person (subsidized by the Mas-
sachusetts New Church Union).

Rev. Catherine Lauber will lead ses-
sions titled Biblical Gra�ti: Reveal-
ing the Ancient Symbols of the Book 
of Revelation, an experiential study of 
the correspondences found in the Book 
of Revelation using art, journaling, in-
dividual activities, and small group 
discussion to connect with a person-
al meaning from the images and the 
scripture passages. 

The schedule is Friday, 7–9 PM, 

informal fellowship gathering and 
games; Saturday, 10 AM–4 PM, retreat 
sessions; Saturday, 5–6 PM, association 
meetings; Sunday 9 AM, devotional 
service. Saturday evening will be shar-
ing time. We will view some “Sweden-
borg Minute” videos; if you have some-
thing you’d like to o�er, please contact 
Rev. Susannah Currie, pastor@bridge-
waternewchurch.org”

Go to: http://eepurl.com/VQTez to 
register. Let’s share what’s meaningful 
to us about living our theology! 

mailto:pastor%40bridgewaternewchurch.org?subject=
mailto:pastor%40bridgewaternewchurch.org?subject=
http://eepurl.com/VQTez
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By Jane Siebert & Jim Lawrence

T
he Swedenborgian House 
of Studies (SHS) at Pacific 
School of Religion (PSR) has 

three primary objectives that are cen-
tral in the current vision of the school 
and board’s work: 1) developing a �exi-
ble educational program that can serve 
a broadly dispersed student body; 2) 
�nding new ways to develop commu-
nity in that largely distance-based stu-
dent body; and 3) building the cutting 
edge in Swedenborgian scholarship. 

�e seminary has just completed its 
thirteenth year in Berkeley, Califor-
nia, in the academic and institutional 
model of a house of studies at a major 
multi-denominational seminary (Pa-
ci�c School of Religion). �e move to 
a�liate with PSR has given SHS re-
newed visibility as we are now part of 
the largest theological consortium in 
North America, the Graduate �eo-
logical Union (GTU). 

We are pleased that the current 
model that has produced twenty-eight 
ordained ministers for the church, 
with seven students in various stages of 
the educational program. �ree waves, 
or general phases of recruitment pat-
terns, are clearly visible for this produc-
tivity: a �rst wave that stemmed from 
the new visibility at PSR and the GTU, 
which inspired a number of “campus 
converts” from other traditions; a sec-
ond wave landed when we permitted 
distance-student journeys; and a cur-
rent third wave that is possible due to 
the second wave which makes SHS an 
increasingly popular vocational op-
tion for those connected to the Gener-
al Church of the New Jerusalem (New 
Church). 

As we are always looking for the 
best model for theological education 
to meet our unique and ever-chang-
ing needs, the board spent the whole 
of this past year in a serious study and 

analysis of our cur-
rent model. As ben-
eficial as a house of 
studies within anoth-
er seminary has been, 
we have been increas-
ingly aware of pinch 
points as both insti-
tutions have evolved 
in speci�c ways. �e 
most important pinch 
point is the large 
amount of faculty and 
institutional time giv-
en to running that seminary in our role 
as a major component of PSR. Since 
we introduced a distance learning op-
tion, the majority of our students are 
at other seminaries, and we need to be 
able to better support them. Other fac-
tors include the increasing importance 
of Swedenborgian scholarship as a 
world philosophy now that we are in a 
high-visibility academic environment. 
Scholarship takes a great deal of time. 
And �nally, a new important factor is 
our recently developed non-ordained 
Licensed Pastor Ministry path, which 
will require some training and which 
engages the seminary for some of it. 
�is study has brought us to a moment 
of possibly rede�ning how we are situ-
ated as an institution within GTU. 

This year we have two graduates 
and ordinands, Anna Woofenden and 
Elizabeth Blair; seven current stu-
dents, Lisa Solwold, Joy Barnitz, �om 
Muller, Shada Sullivan, Gordon Mey-
er, Julie Conaron, and Terry Schnarr; 
four faculty members, Devin Zuber, 
Inese Radzins, George Dole (adjunct) 
and Jim Lawrence; and scholar-in-
training Rebecca Esterson. 

We thank several board members 
who are concluding their tenures on the 
board: Carla Friedrich, Sage Cole, Bill 
Co�man, Kathy Speas, Jennifer Lind-
say, and Jane Siebert. In special rec-

ognition for her long 
tenure in two stints 
as board chair that in-
cluded the move from 
Boston to Berkeley, 
Rev. Jane Siebert was 
presented with a spe-
cial Wilson Van Dusen 
Reader, comprised of 
articles in the Wilson 
Van Dusen archives, 
which she had been 
instrumental in secur-
ing as a bequest to the 

seminary. 
Financial issues at SHS include the 

following: 1) for two years we fought 
the wrongful accusation by the IRS 
that we were in non-compliance, which 
resolved with complete exoneration 
and refund of a small portion of our 
costs; 2) during this period we were not 
comfortable with running our annual 
campaign, so we imposed budgetary 
restraints to get us through it; 3) we 
bene�ted from a signi�cant growth of 
our endowment thanks to the perfor-
mance of the Common Fund; 4) we 
were able to �nish the �scal year (July 
2013–June 2014) modestly in the 
black. We thank the many people, 
churches, and associations that donat-
ed to SHS. �e school belongs to all of 
us, and its work is vital to the future of 
our ministries. 

The Rev. Jane Siebert served as chair of the 

Board of Trustees for twelve years. The Rev. Dr. 

Jim Lawrence is dean of SHS.

SHS Report to the Annual Meeting

Jane Siebert Receiving the  

Wilson Van Dusen Reader  

from Jim Lawrence 

An article about Rev. Anna 
Woofenden’s church planting in San 
Pedro, California, appears in the June 
17 issue of Christian Century:

w w w. c h r i s t i a n c e n t u r y. o r g /
article/2014-06/new-soil-new-planters

(Access to the full article requires a 
minimum $2.95 subscription.)

http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2014-06/new-soil-new-planters
http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2014-06/new-soil-new-planters




View more photos at  

https://2014swedenborgianconvention.shutter�y.com/4
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Graduation Address from the Chair of SHS

Continues next page

T
en years 
ago I was 
s i t t i n g 

where you are, 
Anna and Eliza-
beth, and receiv-
ing my Certi�cate 
in Swedenbor-
gian Studies with 
the �rst graduating class of the Swe-
denborgian House of Studies (SHS) 
and looking forward to ordination. 
At that time it was the graduates who 
gave short commencement messages 
about our call to ministry. Truthful-
ly, I couldn’t remember what I talked 
about so I looked back in my old com-
puter �les and found this quote from 
the eighth chapter of John [31–32]: “Je-
sus spoke to the Jews who had believed 
him. ‘If you obey my teaching,’ he said, 
‘you are really my disciples. �en you 
will know the truth. And the truth will 
set you free.’”

I shared how �nding the inner sense 
of the scripture through Swedenborg’s 
writings some twenty years prior had 
set me free—free from the baggage 
of an exclusionary Christian perspec-
tive in which I had grown up, think-
ing I had to believe a certain way and 
say certain things, and only the elect 
Christians were going to heaven when 
they died; free from a view of the 
Old Testament as only historical sto-
ries with ruthless killing and an an-
gry, judgmental God who ordered the 
death of all the men, women, children, 
and animals when they didn’t obey; 
free from the religious doctrine that, 
like the children of Israel, I did not 
even realize was enslaving me. “�ey 
answered him, ‘We are Abraham’s chil-
dren. We have never been slaves of any-
one. So how can you say that we will be 
set free?’” [John 8:33] 

Sometimes, one of the hardest 
things is to see what enslaves us or 

how we might be enslaving anoth-
er. Swedenborg reminds us: it is only 
when we can see what enslaves us or 
how we might be enslaving others that 
we can do anything about it. Find-
ing my way into the Swedenborgian 
Church through marriage (and lots of 
study and questions in the Pretty Prai-
rie Church) opened my eyes to what 
Swedenborg called True Christianity, 
for me a Christianity of freedom: free-
dom to ask the di�cult questions and 
leave the answers open for continual 
seeking and �nding; freedom to serve 
as a chaplain and accept the wide va-
riety of spiritual paths of those I am 
serving without feeling like I have to 
squeeze them into my way of thinking 
or “save” them; freedom to continue to 
�nd truth in all religions. I am forever 
grateful!

I was ordained with Rev. Kathy 
Speas, Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen, Rev. 
Kevin Baxter, and Rev. Rich Tafel, 
quite an austere group. Wonderful 
memories �ood back of that annual 
convention in Kitchener, Ontario. I 
asked two women to lay hands on me. 
Rev. Dr. Dorothea Harvey was an in-
spiration to me and many others as the 
�rst woman to be ordained in the Swe-
denborgian Church, and I was hon-
ored to be blessed by her presence and 
the gift of her hands on my head dur-
ing ordination. 

�e other woman I asked was not 
well known in General Convention cir-
cles, Emily Jane Lemole. I had gotten 
to know her through our work on the 
�rst Gathering Leaves retreat of Swe-
denborgian women from all branches 
of the Church. Emily Jane is a member 
of the General Church, a church she 
loves, the church of her parents, family, 
and ancestors. She had shared with me 
her long-held desire to be ordained as 
a Swedenborgian minister, but she had 
been told as a girl by the bishop of the 

General Church that this path was not 
open to women. She said it was like she 
faced a big, heavy locked door, a door 
that was locked by the interpretation 
of Swedenborg’s writings about the 
di�erences between male and female, 
a door she saw no way around, a door 
that blocked her hope, her vision, and 
her desire to be a minister. I could not 
understand this interpretation of the 
writings I had come to love the writ-
ings that had freed me were being used 
to enslave her. It did not make sense.

I asked Emily Jane to lay hands on 
me at my ordination as a way to a�rm 
her call to ministry and encourage her 
not to give up hope. Swedenborg re-
minds us that rationality and freedom 
are what make us human, and if our 
freedom is blocked, our rationality is 
blocked and our humanity is blocked. 

Emily Jane Lemole told me she 
caught a glimpse of another way when 
she attended the convention and ordi-
nation that year. She said the door at 
least had a handle on it that she could 
use to open it. She did not give up 
hope. She went on to be ordained two 
years ago into the General Conven-
tion of the Swedenborgian Church of 
North America. 

And tonight we have two more 
women that did not give up hope, each 
with her own story, each with her own 
struggles, each with her own journey 
to this graduation tonight and ordi-
nation tomorrow, on July 4th, the day 
that signals freedom, honors freedom, 
and rings out freedom. “And you shall 
know the truth and the truth shall set 
you free.”

Interestingly, these two women are 
almost on opposite ends of the spec-
trum of Swedenborgian immersion. 
Elizabeth Blair is relatively new to our 
Swedenborgian family, and I hope you 
get the chance to meet her, encourage 
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her, and get to know her. She felt the 
call to ministry in 2005 and set out to 
the Paci�c School of Religion to follow 
this call. She found as she was studying 
in seminary that the mainline Protes-
tant church she grew up in, the church 
of her family and her grounding, did 
not �t her anymore. She said, “It just 
didn’t feel right and I didn’t know 
where to turn.” She left seminary tem-
porarily with the goal of �nding clar-
ity, understanding herself, and draw-
ing near to God for help. During this 
pause, Elizabeth decided to do a resi-
dency in Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) and learn more about chaplain-
cy. Enter Rev. Susan Turley, a Sweden-
borgian minister, who was her CPE su-
pervisor [see page 116]—Divine Provi-
dence; I believe so. Elizabeth was in-
troduced to Swedenborg, and she said, 
“It just clicked. It made sense. Find-

ing Swedenborgian theology allowed 
me to take the �nal leap into minis-
try, knowing this is for me. �is is me.” 
And I would add, it set her free.

And graduating tonight we have 
Anna Woofenden, steeped in Sweden-
borgian thought through generations, 
a name familiar in both the General 
Convention and the General Church. 
Anna grew up in a General Church 
family in Washington state. I remem-
ber Anna coming to the ministers’ 
meetings at the annual convention in 
2009 to speak about the Journey Pro-
gram that she had helped develop in 
the General Church. As I listened to 
this young, vibrant woman share and 

teach and answer questions, I thought, 
what wonderful gifts for ministry she 
has. I wonder if she has thought about 
ministry as a vocation? Well, yes, of 
course, but once again the door had 
been closed for her. She entered semi-
nary and SHS in January, 2011.

Tonight the door is wide open and 
welcoming, and with graduation from 

the Swedenborgian House of Studies, 
the last hurdle is bounded. And tomor-
row Anna and Elizabeth, on July 4th, 
will be ordained as ministers in the 
General Convention of the Sweden-
borgian Church of North America. Let 
freedom ring!

—Jane Siebert

Continued from preceding page

the Garden Church in San Pedro, Cal-
ifornia—a church that is founded on 
the principles of interconnection, em-
bodied theology, and seeing all peo-
ple as whole and precious creations of 
God. I am stepping forward to take 
the charge, to feed those who are hun-
gry, visit those in prison, clothe those 
who are naked, as the incarnational 
charge that it is—�nding the incar-
nate God as we bend down and look in 
the eyes of the withered woman hud-
dled on the street corner, �nding the 
incarnate God as we watch the toddler 
pulling a carrot out of the dirt, �nding 
the incarnate God as we work togeth-
er, worship together, and eat together. 
Naming the dance between the spiri-
tual reality of heaven and the physical 

Rev. Anna Woofenden
Continued from page 99

God is recreating the universe to be 
more perfect all the time. But as I step 
into the visibility of a calling to minis-
try, I am understanding this passage as 
both a promise and a challenge. God is 
telling us that yes, it will all be made 
new in wonderful and glorious ways. 
But I also see God as one of my sarcas-
tic, urbanite, Dawkins-loving friends 
from San Francisco who sits across the 
table from me at dinner and says, “I am 
making all things new, so, like, are you 
coming?” 

We cannot �ght the age of the scien-
tist. We cannot run from it. But we can 
choose how we greet it. We can address 
lovingly its de�ciencies and appreciate 
its strengths. Most importantly, we can 
continue to be visibly who we are, even 
when we feel threatened or scared, 
knowing very well everything good we 
have to o�er. �ank you.  

Rev. Elizabeth Blair
Continued from page 97

Anna Woofenden receives her  

Certi�cate of Swedenborgian Studies

Elizabeth Blair receives her  

Certi�cate of Swedenborgian Studies

alignment and unalignment of earth 
as we claim people—each person—as 
an expression of God’s presence in the 
world. Whatever you do to the least of 
these, you do to me. 

In a few minutes, hands will be laid 
on, words will be spoken, and a mantle 
will be taken on. It is with deep grati-
tude and humility that Elizabeth and 
I thank this gathered body and church 
for seeing us and seeing the Lord’s call 
on our lives and for providing the con-
tainer for our inner selves to be fully 
expressed in the world as we step into 
the role of ordained ministry. 

We stand here today, called, pre-
pared, and ready to commit to the life 
of serving the Holy One and the holy 
humanity—dually broken, wholly 
healed, prepared, and nurtured, called, 
and ready for this holy work. Here is 
my body, here is my mind, and here is 
my spirit. Wise, loving, and useful, 
here I am, send me. 
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Dear members of the Swedenborgian Church,

Greetings from Urbana University! 
�ank you for your faithful support of Urbana Univer-

sity. For more than 164 years you have stood with us. With-
out your belief, ongoing in�uence, enduring leadership, 
and faithful �nancial support from the very beginning, we 
would not be here today to celebrate a bright new chapter in 
the history of our beloved university. 

It is with great excitement that I share with you the re-
naissance occurring at Urbana, a rebirth of energy, ideas, 
and opportunities. �e past two months of the relationship 
between Urbana University and Franklin University has re-
sulted in tremendous advancements on many fronts, all of 
which will enrich the education we provide our aspiring stu-
dents. Following is a summary of some of the accomplish-
ments to date:
•	 In mid-June a group of eight members of the Swedenborg 

Church (Linda and 
Bruce Stevenson, 
John and Bev Titus, 
Betsy and Bill Co�-
man, Barb Mackey 
and Frank Doyle) 
met with Advance-
ment leadership to 
share ideas on ways 
to honor Dorothea 
Harvey and share 
recommendations 
on advancing the 
relationship with 
the Swedenborg 
Church.

•	 Thanks to a $70,000 
gift from an anony-
mous donor, im-
provements are being planned for the interior and exte-
rior of the Swedenborg Memorial Library. Groundbreak-
ing and additional details will be announced later this 
summer. 

•	 An anonymous $30,000 gift will create an interactive ex-
hibit detailing the impact of John Chapman. �is trav-
eling exhibit will open tentatively in September, 2015, 
at the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery in Spring�eld, 
Ohio.  �e exhibit will travel the country, and the exhib-
it’s rental will contribute to sustaining the Johnny Apple-
seed Educational Center and Museum at Urbana. 

•	 Technology: new computers have been ordered for fac-
ulty and sta�. �ey will be installed by the end of July. 
In addition, we continue to make progress in providing 
wi-� access in the residence halls, classrooms and shared 
spaces across campus.

•	 A charitable gift from twenty individuals and founda-
tions will remove all dead trees and stumps on campus.

•	 South and East Residence Halls will be reopening once 
needed repairs and upgrades are completed.

•	 This fall we will be launching the new Agribusiness Man-
agement program which has been developed with valu-
able input from the regional agribusiness community.

•	 Our current fleet of vehicles is being replaced with safe, 
e�cient, and dependable alternatives as the result of new 
relationships with rental and charter companies. �is 
will ensure that our student-athletes, coaches, and other 
Urbana students, faculty, and sta� will arrive at their des-
tinations safely. Only the safest means of transportations 

for our Blue Knights!
On behalf of our 

faculty, sta�, students, 
and alumni, thank you 
again for your com-
mitment and contin-
ued dedication to Ur-
bana University. As I 
am getting to know 
and work with every-
one associated with 
Urbana University 
and the community, it 
has been heartwarm-
ing to experience the 
deep commitment to 
the University and the 
principles established 
nearly 164 years ago by 

the Swedenborgian Church. Our future is so bright! Yet to 
realize it, we need advocates like you to pray for us, to share 
the Urbana story, and to continue supporting us. 

As I lead Urbana University, I pledge to keep you in-
formed as more exciting developments occur. Please accept 
my personal invitation to visit campus, meet with me, and 
witness the positive, transformational changes underway.

—Sincerely, Pamela K. Shay, PhD,
senior vice-president for academic and student a�airs at Ur-
bana University, vice-president for accreditation and institu-

tional e�ectiveness at Franklin University

A Letter from Urbana University

Urbana University representation at the annual convention: back row (L–R): Rev. Kevin Baxter 

(’00, former UU chaplain and faculty); Rev. Jennifer Tafel (‘00); John Titus (’77, former UU dean 

of students and UU trustee); middle row (L–R): Bill Co�man (retired UU faculty); Rev. David 

Fekete (’80); Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen (‘01); Mike West (J. Appleseed Educational Center and 

Museum volunteer); Rev. Dick Tafel (former UU trustee); Jan Hillman (UU VP of advancement); 

front row (L–R): Rev. Betsy Co�man (‘65 & ‘71, UU chaplain & trustee); Bev Titus (alumna)



the Messenger	 September 2014 109

Bringing Wayfarers Chapel to the World

W
ayfarers Chapel is 
excited to share the 
gift of our in-house 

production studio! �e inspi-
ration for this comes from a 
ministerial need, and it tran-
scends traditional ministeri-
al boundaries in scope. In es-
sence, we hope to soon share 
what makes Wayfarers Chapel 
a sacred and special space with 
more people.

�e ministerial need that helped to 
inspire our recent technology upgrades 
comes from observations surrounding 
Celebration of Life services (memo-
rials). We observed two things about 
these services: not all guest speakers 
could be heard and not all guests were 
able to attend.

Most people are not trained to be 
public speakers, especially when it 
comes to standing up in front of fam-
ily and friends to talk about a loved one 
who has recently departed from this 
physical realm to be fully embraced in 
the spiritual world. Most people un-
derstandably speak softly about things 
close to their hearts, thus many guests 
may not be able to hear the speaker.

With an aging population, there are 
many people who are not able to at-
tend a memorial service. �ey may be 
in a hospital, assisted living facility, or 
even at home but have limited mobil-
ity or do not have access to transporta-
tion. �ese are often the people who 
are very invested in the Celebration of 
Life ceremony.

These limitations have provided 
an opportunity to be creative in this 
arena, and we have solved both prob-
lems by implementing a state-of-the-
art sound system, fully integrated with 
a multiple-camera, high-de�nition vid-
eo system for online participation. �is 
is exciting news, not only for our Cel-
ebration of Life ceremonies but also for 

weddings and our upcoming speaker 
series.

You can check out a demonstration 
of our new video o�erings at our web-
site: http://www.wayfarerschapel.org/
weddings/videography/. Wedding cou-
ples can now leave the chapel grounds 
with the ability to view highlights of 
their wedding day on a smart phone or 
tablet while on their way to their recep-
tion. People can tune in from any com-
puter connected to the internet to view 
a live-streamed ceremony from inside 
the chapel.

Our new in-house production stu-
dio also creates an educational oppor-
tunity for clergy who would like to 
brush-up on their professional skills. 
We are piloting a residency program 
similar to what is o�ered in the medi-
cal model, where any clergy who would 
like some further training in ceremony 
or presentation can do so here at Way-
farer Chapel. With our new capabil-
ities to capture high de�nition audio 
and video, there is a learning oppor-

tunity to enhance professional 
skill sets including memorials, 
weddings, baptisms, preach-
ing, and presenting work-
shops. A digital recording can 
be captured for educational 
purposes.

Speaker Series

Wayfarers Chapel’s vision 
statement reads, “Wayfarers 
Chapel will be an incubator 

for education and global awareness of 
opportunities and experiences for spiri-
tual transformation.”

This powerful statement has in-
spired people to think about ways to 
realize this vision, and one of the more 
exciting ways developed was the live-
streaming of an inspirational speaker 
series from the Chapel. Please join us. 
On September 21, from noon to 1 PM, 
when Rich Tafel, founder and presi-
dent of Public Squared, will speak on 
“Bringing Heaven to Earth: How Spir-
itual Entrepreneurs Must Lead Social 
Change.” (http://sundaystreams.com/
go/wayfarerschapelspeakerseries)

Read more about our speakers at 
http://wayfarerschapelfundforthefuture.

org/category/news/.

Please feel free to contact us if you 
might know of a speaker for our se-
ries, or if you’d like more information 
on how to support Wayfarers Chapel. 
(jamesm@wayfarerschapel.org)

—Blessings, James Morgan  
operations manager

for chapel designed by Lloyd Wright. 
�e service concluded with joyous and 
energetic dancing by the congregation 
as the convention band played them 
out. Conversation and snacks with the 

Garden Chapel congregation followed. 
Busses for the airport-bound and cars 
for the highway-bound departed as 
conventioneers reluctantly bid farewell 
to old friends and new.

And thus the Year of Providence 
came to a close and the Year of Regen-
eration commenced. 

190th Convention
Continued from page 111

http://www.wayfarerschapel.org/weddings/videography/
http://www.wayfarerschapel.org/weddings/videography/
http://sundaystreams.com/go/wayfarerschapelspeakerseries
http://sundaystreams.com/go/wayfarerschapelspeakerseries
http://wayfarerschapelfundforthefuture.org/category/news/
http://wayfarerschapelfundforthefuture.org/category/news/
mailto:james%40wayfarerschapel.org?subject=
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tion was gaveled to order following the 
order of business prescribed in the by-
laws: meeting rules were read, appoint-

ments were announced, and reports 
were received from the o�cers, Gen-
eral Council, support units, the Nomi-
nating Committee and associated and 
auxiliary bodies.

�ursday afternoon was devoted to 
mini-courses, a favorite activity of con-
vention delegates, who could attend 
courses in two sessions. 

The first session offered “Apoca-
lypse Above! Swedenborg’s Unpre-
dictable Reading of the Book of Rev-
elation’s Predictions,” Rev. Jim Law-

rence; “Move to the Music!,” Rev. Su-
sannah Currie; “�e Presence of Spirits 
in Madness and in Sanity,” Julie Co-
naron; “Purpose, Providence & Leg-
acy,” Rev. Sherrie Connelly; “How to 
Read the General Convention Finan-
cial Statements,” treasurer Polly Bax-
ter; and “Preparing and Leading Wor-
ship,” Rev. Kevin Baxter

�e second session o�ered “Trea-
surer’s PowWow,” Polly Baxter; “Does 
America Have a Culture that Denies 
Death? How Can We Make End of 
Life More Quality Oriented,” Julie Co-
naron; “Awake and Aware,” Rev. Carla 
Friedrich; “Choosing Music for Wor-

190th Convention
Continued from page 93

ship,” Paul Deming; “Let’s Get Real! 
Using Small Groups to Bring Doctrine 
into Life,” Burgandy Alden Smith; and 
“Social Media and Branding,” Rev. 
Kevin Baxter. 

The Corporation of the New 
Church �eological School (dba Swe-
denborgian House of Studies [SHS]) 
held its annual meeting and gradua-
tion ceremony on �ursday evening 
(page 106). Elizabeth Blair and Anna 
Woofenden received their Certi�cates 
of Swedenborgian Studies. Congratu-
lations to the graduates accompanied 
the lively and pleasant conversations at 
the reception following.

Business meetings on Friday includ-
ed a report on the Online Swedenbor-
gian Community by Rev. Wilma Wake 
and Chris Laitner, the report of the 
Credentials Committee, and the trea-
surer’s pledge appeal. Treasurer Polly 
Baxter o�ered thanks for their gener-

osity to the Bridgewater and Chicago 
Societies; the Church of Naples; the Il-
linois, Michigan, New York, Ohio, and 
Kansas Associations; the Massachu-
setts New Church Union; the National 
Alliance of New Church Women; the 
San Francisco, LaPorte, and Urbana 
Churches; Wayfarers Chapel; and the 
Almont New Church Assembly. 

President Turley presented the fol-
lowing certi�cates of appreciation: Ro-
slyn Taylor (COMSU), Dagmar Bol-
linger (IMSU), Gloria Toot (MINSU), 
Tammara Mounce (MINSU), Chris 
Laitner (Sweden-
borgianCommu-
nity.org), Karen 
Conger (Nomi-
nating Commit-
tee), Rev. Kath-
leen Easton-Gil-
hooly for twenty-
�ve years in min-
istry, and Rev. F. 
Robert Tafel for �fty years in ministry.

Election results were announced. 
•	 Vice-president: Betsy Coffman
•	 Recording secretary: Susannah Currie 
•	 Treasurer: Polly Baxter
•	 General Council layperson: Barbara 

Cullen, Lon Elmer 
•	 General Council minister: Sky Paradise
•	 COMSU: Katie Rienstra Pruiett

In addition to conducting business, 

participating in mini-courses, witnessing the 

ordination of ministers, hearing and making 

wonderful music, and worshiping together, 

delegates and friends always enjoy social 

activities—organized or self-initiated. 

When ministers arrived on Sunday for 

their meetings, their fears for a hot and 

humid July convention in the Midwest 

were realized, and they appreciated the 

air-conditioned dorm rooms, dining hall, 

and meeting rooms. But, as if by magic, on 

Wednesday, the hot, humid weather was 

replaced by a delightful dry air, sunshine, 

and temperatures in the mid-to-high 

seventies by day and low sixties by night. 

The beautiful weather settled in for the 

duration of the convention, and on Sunday, 

gradually departed as conventioneers 

headed for their homes or the airport. 

Annual conventions provide many 

opportunities for social interaction—making 

new friends and renewing old friendships, 

discussing a wide range of subjects— 

between meetings and events. This year, the 

participants were particularly pleased with 

the pleasant atmosphere for interaction 

provided by the dining hall and its attached 

dining patio and the lobby outside the main 

meeting room. A pleasant path through the 

campus between venues a�orded lots of 

walking and talking opportunities.

Enjoying the Convention Experience

Continues next page

Mini- course with Rev. Carla Friederich 

Rev. Wilma Wake honoring Chris Laitner for 

helping found and serving on the board of 

SwedenborgianCommunity.org 

Rev, F. Bob Tafel receives 

the 50-year service 

award from Ken Turley

O�cers Susannah Currie, Ken Turley,  

Betsy Co�man, and Polly Baxter
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•	 EDSU: Paul Deming
•	 FPRSU: Jennifer Lindsay 
•	 IMSU: Kevin Baxter
•	 MINSU: 	Marjory Leas, Dick Tafel
•	 MINSU: Nadine Cotton, Carley 

Preusch
•	 CAM: Rebecca Esterson
•	 CAM Jane Siebert
•	 SHS Representative Class: Alison 

Longsta�, Gardiner Perry, Nancy Lit-
tle, Robert Morrill 

•	 Nominating Committee: 	Sue Ditmire
Carla Friedrich and Catherine Lau-

ber from the COM Hospitality Com-
mittee thanked the local committee for 
all their work, the Illinois Association 
for their gifts and �nancial support, 
the Massachusetts New Church Union 
for the COM co�ee breaks and Renée 
Hellenbrecht for all her work behind 
the scenes.

President Turley thanked musi-
cian and host Paul Deming; choir di-
rector Laurie Turley; musicians David 
Fekete, Andrew Sciarretta, Lisa Grace, 
and Christine Campbell; worship and 
music coordinator Kit Billings; and the 
o�cers of Convention.

�e Women’s Alliance luncheon and 
annual meeting (page 114) took place 
over a lengthened lunch break, after 
which delegates returned to the meet-
ing room for the annual SCYL (Swe-
denborgian Church Youth League) 
Worship Service. 

�e teens of SCYL (page 102) de-
signed and wrote the service, in which 
they depicted the choice between heav-
en and hell with readings accompanied 
by painting the choices on two easels; 
they sang and played music for the 
service. At the conclusion of the ser-
vice the teens introduced themselves; 
Bekka Lange, president of SCYL, and 
Swedenborgian Church youth director 
Kurt Fekete gave reports.

�e event that many consider the 
highlight of annual conventions took 
place on Friday evening—ordination. 

Elizabeth Blair and Anna Woofen-

Continued from preceding page

den, having obtained their master of 
divinity (MDiv) degrees and SHS cer-
ti�cates, completing the requirements 
of the Committee on Admission to 
the Ministry, and being recommend-
ed by the Council of Ministers, pre-
sented themselves for ordination (pag-
es 96 and 98). At the reception follow-
ing, sponsored by SHS, the Michi-
gan Association, and Convention, the 
two 2014 graduates, their relatives and 
friends, and the delegates celebrated 
the occasion.

On Saturday 
morning the 
Swedenborgian 
Church Chil-
dren’s Minis-
tries held its an-
nual meeting. 
There followed 
a presentation 
by Morgan Beard from the Sweden-
borg Foundation, showcasing its con-
tinuing new directions into social me-
dia and digital o�erings.

Saturday afternoon was reserved 
for the annual convention commu-

nion worship service, led by conven-
tion minister Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen 
(page 100), followed by an early din-
ner in preparation for the evening so-
cial event.

Buses (provided by the Illinois As-
sociation) ferried people to lovely La-
fayette Park, which was surround-
ed by beautiful houses from St. Lou-
is’s golden age of industry and com-
merce. Awaiting the group was a sec-
tion of reserved chairs and space for 
blankets amidst a large audience ar-
rayed on the lawn in front of a gazebo. 
Soon, the Ralph Butler band took the 
stage on the gazebo. Ralph introduced 
the band, including lead guitarist Paul 
Deming from the St.Louis Church of 
the Open Word, who in turn intro-
duced the Swedenborgian group to the 
audience. 

Ralph Butler turned out to be a con-
summate entertainer, vocalist, and mu-
sician, and his band was versatile and 
accomplished, performing an eclectic 
play list from ballads and blues to hard 
rock and pop tunes; Paul played some 
stunning guitar leads and solos. Swe-
denborgians of all ages turned out to 
be exuberant and creative dancers, ex-
uding a joy that seemed to infect the 
whole crowd. �e host group provided 
meals, snacks, drinks, and delicious ice 
cream. As darkness fell and the gazebo 
glowed under blue lights, convention-
eers returned to Webster University.

People who chose to stay in on Sat-
urday evening gathered for games and 
conversation in a dorm lounge.

On Sunday morning, buses trans-
ported everyone 
to the Church of 
the Open Word 
Garden Cha-
pel for worship. 
Rev. Kit Billings 
led the service in 
the inspiration-
al, serene, and 
lovingly cared 

Morgan Beard from the 

Swedenborg Foundation

Rev. Elizabeth Blair and Rev. Anna Woofenden o�er 

Communion at the Communion Service

Rev. Elizabeth Blair and Rev. Anna Woofenden

Rev. Kit Billings leading 

the Sunday Service at the 

Church of the Open Word Continues on page 109
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President’s Address
Continued from page 95

an acorn, that within that dying shell 
peeking and pushing out are the irre-
pressible signs of totally new life. Right 
now, it may seem small and completely 
unfamiliar and dissimilar to that from 
out of which it is growing. We might 
not even recognize it for what it is. It 
is new and tender in forms that seem 
hardly suited to the form and function 
and purpose which the acorn shell was 
so well suited to ful�ll. It seems vul-
nerable and chaotic, and in fact it is of-
ten easily re-directed, sti�ed, or even 
destroyed. But if left to grow, or even 
fed and watered, we all know, given 
time, what becomes of the little sprout 
that was the cause of the demise of the 
acorn’s shell. It becomes the tree which 
is the very source of the acorn.

Yes my friends, the old form of 
church, even that which we so opti-
mistically call “the New Church,” is 
falling apart and, in fact, dying. But it 
is doing so because the birth of a new 
church life-form, a new as of yet un-
identi�able form, born of that which 
has served us so well and for so long, is 
coming into being and forcing its way 
from, through, and out of that which 
we thought, and in fact was, the New 
Church.

We are going through nothing 
less, and nothing more, than 

regeneration, the very thing that our 
church so eloquently teaches as the 
means to salvation. We are in the midst 
of the birth pangs of new life; we are 
in the tremors and labor spasms of re-
birth; we are undergoing regeneration. 
�at which was is dying, that which 
continues is in reformation, and that 
which will be is only just beginning to 
emerge and take form.

We cannot stop or change what is 
happening all around us or, for that 
matter, what is happening within our 
own depths. Our freedom, our hope, 

and our salvation are found in how we 
respond to what is happening. We can 
deny it is happening, and it will go on 
happening all around us while we are 
left behind. We can �ght against it and 
it will go on happening all around us 
while we expend our energy in the fu-
tile attempt to stop the inevitable. We 
can give up and assume the attitude of 
casualties and victims, and it will go 
on happening all around us, with little 
or no sympathy as we simply become 
the detritus that feeds the living. Or 
we can choose to acknowledge what 
is happening all around and within 
us and willingly and even enthusiasti-
cally embrace what is and will go on 
happening all around us; we can ful-
ly engage our courage and our curios-
ity and experience the exhilaration of 
discovery and the thrill of the ride and 
the deep inner ful�llment of becom-
ing what we did not know we could 
become.

I would suggest that it is time for us 
to stop teaching that which we know 
so well and set ourselves about learning 
that which is waiting to be discovered; 
I suggest it is time for us to stop assum-
ing we have what others should have 
and set about learning how to contrib-
ute to what it is that others are want-
ing; I would suggest it is time for us 
to stop trying to protect and preserve 
what we have always had and start in-
vesting in what could become.

Look around us. In every aspect of 
life there is a violent polarization tak-
ing place. Big events are happening 
and the pace of things seems to be ac-
celerating. Unless I am completely mis-
taken, this is the Lord’s Second Com-
ing happening all around us! How 
are we going to respond? Is it to take 

sides in the arti�cially contrived war of 
opinion and worldly values that seems 
to drive our culture? Is it to try and be 
what we have always been? Is it to try 
and preserve in the ways and means 
that we have always used? Is it to try 
and stay within the forms and struc-
tures that served earlier times? Should 
the sprouting oak devote its life energy 
to staying within the acorn shell? I’m 
sorry if it is scary and painful, but I 
don’t think so. And if I may be pre-
sumptuous, I don’t think the God that 
calls us forward is even sorry!

If we are to live, we must engage the 
life changing process of spiritual re-
generation. And that means allowing 
ourselves to grow and transform from 
that with which we are comfortable 
and familiar and become that which 
we do not yet know. Our forms serve 
a function, but it is our essence that is 
the source of our life. And our life es-
sence is cracking and breaking out of 
the forms that once served well, but 
have now become the source of limi-
tation and constraint. We should not 
fear this process of change; we should 
celebrate it!

Tonight we find ourselves in St. 
Louis, the Gateway to the West, and 
we �nd ourselves at a spiritual cross-
roads, and before us is the gateway to 
our future. I for one am far more eager 
to trust the providence of the Lord and 
risk the unknown in search of new life 
than I am in holding back and holding 
on to what I know and what is famil-
iar and comfortable. I expect that there 
are, in fact, those acorns that try to re-
main within the safety of their shells. 
I expect also that in choosing not to 
risk the pain and uncertainty of leav-
ing those shells behind, they almost 
certainly choose a quiet and unevent-
ful and nearly immediate death. We 
can seek to remain in the familiar and 
comfortable structural shell of church 
life as we have known it, and I expect 
we will �nd the same result as the oak 

Continues next page

The question before us 

is whether we have the 

courage and the strength of 

character to risk becoming 

what it is that God would 

make of us . . . . 
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that never breaks out of the acorn. 
Or we can, with gratitude and rever-
ence, leave behind the constraints of 
the structural forms which are already 
breaking down around us and take the 
risk to discover a new stage and a new 
form of church life. We are, at least 
by self-naming, the New Church that 
promises new life in the Lord. It is time 
we got about the business of really be-
ing what we call ourselves. In reading 
the Word, I �nd very few places where 
the Lord calls us to just lay back and 
remain as we were, to take the easy fa-
miliar path to what once was; to just 
settle in and hold on to the comforts of 
life as we have always known it—very 
few places where the Lord encourag-
es us to focus on preserving our self-
identity as we currently understand it. 
It is probably there to be found, but it 
serves merely as the reminder that we 
are charged with making a choice.

We may be small in numbers, but 
we have the committed people; we may 
not be powerful, but we have resourc-
es; we may not be well known, but we 
have the imaginative minds. We have a 
theology that even today is what others 
are looking ahead to �nd, and I know 
we have the love of God in our hearts. 
�e question before us is whether we 
have the courage and the strength of 
character to risk becoming what it 
is that God would make of us, if we 
would but screw up our courage and 
give it our best shot. 

It may seem like coincidence, but 
I think it is indeed God’s doing that 
we stand here at the Gateway, the Year 
of Providence behind us and before us 
the Year of Regeneration. God is call-
ing us forward, as individuals, as our 
many churches, and as a denomina-
tion. Lewis and Clark stood at this 
very spot and prepared to set out on 
a journey into the unknown. We are 
here now, and the prospect of a sim-
ilarly daunting journey is before us, 

with all of the risks and dangers and 
perils and yet also all of the promise 
and unknown wonders to be discov-
ered. But nothing will happen unless 
we choose to venture forth into the un-
known. None of that will happen un-
less we choose to say “yes” to God call-
ing and embrace the change that is the 
essence of spiritual regeneration. None 
of that will happen unless we give God 
the chance to make us into that which 
we ourselves cannot yet know.

How, with all that we hold true 
in the teachings we have been given, 
can we doubt that God has wonder-
ful things in store for us if we but risk 
the challenge of becoming? How, with 
all that we know from the Word made 
known to us by the explorations of 
Swedenborg, can we doubt the impor-
tance of our part in the Second Com-
ing if we will but risk the exploration? 
How, with all that we have shared to-
gether over the years, can we doubt that 
we have together the purpose, power, 
and presence of a heavenly community 
even as we labor here on earth?

Please tell me now that the lives that 
have gone before us, the careers that 
have been laid down one after anoth-
er, that the steps that have been tak-
en year after year to bring us to this 
place standing at the gateway to this 
moment pulsating with promise have 
not been given only to hear us say, this 
is far enough. 

We have the creative and imagina-
tive minds. We have the caring and 
compassionate hearts. We have the 
necessary information and enough re-
sources to get us a good way down the 
path. We have the strength of charac-
ter and the integrity of purpose. All we 
need now is the willingness to let go of 
what we have and where we are, and go 
where we cannot yet see and become 
what we cannot yet know. It will take 
courage. It will take perseverance. It 
will take faith in God. But more im-
portantly, it will take the power of love 
in our hearts for God and one anoth-

Continued from preceding page er, a love that is not shaken by earth-
ly fears and temporary setbacks. It will 
take strength of character and integ-
rity of purpose. It will take becoming 
and being
•	 Open to the Divine presence and 

leading in all things
•	 Authentic and enthusiastic about 

living our Swedenborgian faith and 
vibrantly communicating this at all 
levels

•	 A living body finding unity within 
our diversity, inclusive and meeting 
others where they are

•	 Inspired by God’s love, wisdom, 
and energy, sharing creativity and 
resources to facilitate health, inter-
connectedness, and transformation 
of people for joyful and excellent 
service to the world and each other.

Let’s get to work and—with God’s 
guiding presence—make it happen!

—Blessings, Rev. Ken

2014–15: The Year  

of Regeneration

Our denomination, the Sweden-
borgian Church, operates on a sev-
en-year cycle of annual themes, each 
theme being based on a key teaching 
of Swedenborgian Christian faith. 
�e theme gives us an opportunity 
to learn about and celebrate a partic-
ular teaching in di�erent ways, e.g. 
in art, worship, music, and service 
and in personal, family, and commu-
nity life. �is church year, 2014–15, 
the annual theme is “Regeneration,” 
which means “re-creation” or “re-
birth.” Swedenborg, like many oth-
er spiritual guides, tells us that hu-
man beings are essentially made to 
be twice-born, once in the body and 
eternally in the spirit, through a life-
long journey of growing into a new 
consciousness of who we really are, as 
angels coming-to-be.

�is is all the Lord’s doing and the 
Lord leading us, all the way.
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Women’s Alliance Luncheon

T
he annual meeting of the Swe-
denborgian Women’s Alliance 
was held on Friday, July 4th, 

at their annual luncheon at the Swe-

denborgian Annual Convention in St. 
Louis. A large group of women en-
joyed the time of fellowship. �e an-
nual meeting, led by president Mar-
jory Leas, focused on how to increase 
Mite Box giving and how to envision 
the function and use of the group go-

ing forward. An inspiring talk was giv-
en by the newly ordained Rev. Anna 
Woofenden about her plans for the 
Garden Church.

�e Mite Box donations for 2013–
2014 totaled $938. A check for that 
amount was presented to Bekka 
Lange, president of the Swedenbor-
gian Church Youth League, for use 
by the Teens and Tweens (SCYL and 
SPLATz) for retreats.

�e donations given to the Mite Box 
campaign in 2014–2015 are designated 
for �e Garden Church being planted 
in San Pedro, (south of Los Angeles), 
California. Rev. Woofenden told the 

Anna Woofenden explaining how the Garden Church will use the gift of the Mite Box

An Orientation to 

the Gospels

Rev. Dr. David J. Fekete is o�ering 
a nine-week online course October 3–
December 5, 2014. Tuition is $75. 

�e course looks at Jesus’ life: events 
before His ministry, events in His min-
istry, the trial and cruci�xion, and the 
resurrection—including the healings, 
the parables, theological topics, and 
the many short sayings in the Gospels.

�e course is not a historical de-

General Council Pre-

Convention Meeting

T
he General Council of the Swe-
denborgian Church met on 
July 2, approving the follow-

ing motions:
•	 General Council will institute a pol-

icy that all outside bodies be direct-
ed to the denominational website 
for publicly available contact infor-
mation for churches.

•	 General Council will direct all Gen-
eral Convention publishing, espe-
cially the editor(s) and editorial 
board of the Messenger and request 
of the Council of Ministers and the 
editor(s) of Our Daily Bread to limit 
the content to inclusion of
•	 theological and/or academic ar-

ticles (not promotional or pro-
pagandistic articles from groups 
outside of Convention)

•	 General Convention groups and 
ministers reporting their activi-
ties 

•	 General Convention churches re-
porting their programs.

•	 Adopt for General Convention the 
policy statement titled, “Procedures 
for Handling Allegations of Mis-
conduct Against Our Ordained 
Ministers Or Our Lay Leaders” as 
revised. 

construction of the Jesus movement 
and the New Testament. Instead, the 
course is structured on Mark’s Gos-
pel, the �rst and most basic of them. 
We consider material from the other 
Gospels when there are conflicts in 
narrative or supplemental material not 
found in Mark. Students will come 
away from the course with a solid un-
derstanding of Jesus’ life and teachings 
as presented in the Gospels.

For more information or to indicate 
interest, please contact Rev. Dr. Fekete 
at revdrfekete@gmail.com. 

group she is earmarking the funds for 
acquiring garden tools.

Donations from churches, individ-
uals, associations, local alliances, and 

isolated members are very welcome 
and should be made out and mailed to

National A lliance of New 
Church Women
c/o Chris Laitner
10 Hannah Ct.
Midland, MI 48642-3615

Women’s Alliance president Marjory Leas and the o�cers,  

BJ Neuenfeldt, Ros Taylor, Gloria Toot, and Connie Helm

mailto:revdrfekete%40gmail.com?subject=
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Passages

Deaths
Rafael (Ray) Manuel Julio Guiu, 93, 
of East Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 
son of Jose Guiu and Marina Llerena 
Guiu, died Friday, July 11, 2014, at 

home. Ray was 
born in Havana, 
Cuba, and came 
to this coun-
try in 1940. He 
graduated from 
Rindge Techni-
cal High School 
in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.

Introduced to the writings of Eman-
uel Swedenborg by his wife, Betty, and 
his father-in-law, Rev. Everett Bray, 
Ray became an ardent follower. After 
working at the Green�eld Tap and Die 
Co. in Green�eld, Massachusetts, for 

twenty-�ve years as a mechanical en-
gineer and draftsman, he gave up en-
gineering and became the manager of 
the Swedenborg Book Room in Bos-
ton. Taking over when Miss Bernice 
Quimby retired, he moved the Book 
Room from Joy Street to Newbury 
Street. �ere he worked for more than 
thirty years. He promoted, sold, and 
lent books, but Ray’s strength was in 
talking about Swedenborg to the curi-
ous folks who saw the Swedenborg Li-
brary sign and walked in to see what 
Emanuel Swedenborg was all about. 
He was also for many years the trea-
surer and general secretary of the Mas-
sachusetts New Church Union. When 
his children were young, he was an en-
thusiastic supporter of Camp Blairhav-
en in Massachusetts and the Fryeburg 
New Church Assembly in Maine.

Ray was recently predeceased by his 

wife of sixty-nine years, Elizabeth, and 
a daughter, Cecelia Guiu Searle. He is 
survived by two daughters, Cristina 
Wood and Gloria Costello, six grand-
children, and six great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held July 
26 at the Bridgewater New Jerusalem 
Church. A recorded interview of Ray 
telling about his life and his faith is on 
the “Recordings” page at www.bridge-
waternewchurch.org.

Donations in lieu of �owers may 
be sent to the Fryeburg New Church 
Assembly, Robert Perry, treasurer, 61 
Clark St. Waltham, Mass. 02453

Transitions
�e Rev. Gabriella Cahally Has an-
swered a joint call to serve the Pretty 
Prairie New Jerusalem Church in Pret-
ty Prairie and the Pawnee Rock New 
Jerusalem Church, both in Kansas. 

T
he General Council took the 
following actions at its post-
convention meeting:

•	 Approved the SHS Representative 
Class as voted by Convention,	
•	 Rev. Dr. F. Gardiner Perry
•	 Rev. Alison Longstaff
•	 Nancy Little
•	 Robert Morrill

•	 Made appointments,
•	 Retirement Committee, Merry 

Conant Piotti
•	 Building Fund Trustees, Betsy 

Lau Aldrich
•	 Wayfarers Chapel Board, Sarah 

Ferguson
•	 Wayfarers Chapel Board, Grace 

Sudden
•	 Swedenborgiancommunity.org, 

Phyllis E. Duarte 
•	 Iungerich Fund Trustee, Susan 

Wood-Ashton 

•	 Investment Committee, Barbara 
Boxwell

•	 Approved a corporate resolution for 
the Investment Committee, 

Resolved that the General Coun-
cil of the General Convention of 
the New Jerusalem in the U.S.A., 
authorized Treasurer Polly Bax-
ter, and the members of the In-
vestment Committee as listed in 
the General Convention Jour-
nal, or any one of them acting 
individually at the instruction of 
the Investment Committee, to 
buy and sell investments in the 
General Convention’s Common 
Fund, as speci�ed in the General 
Convent’s Bylaws, Article XVIII. 
Said funds to be deposited in the 
cash account of the Common 
Fund of the General Convention. 

Now in Audio, 

Swedenborg’s Classic 

Account of the Afterlife

�e New Century Edition transla-
tion of Emanuel Swedenborg’s most 
popular and in�uential work is now 
available in audio format. Heaven and 
Hell, translated by George F. Dole and 
read by Gordon Meyer, is a powerful 
a�rmation that we are all born for 
heaven, regardless of background or 
religion, and that the choices we make 
in this world shape our destiny in the 
next.

Visit the Swedenborg Foundation 
(http://tinyurl.com/m7p6zry) to lis-
ten to an excerpt, download three free 
sample chapters, or purchase the MP3 
or iTunes full audio download.

The audio download is eighteen 
hours long and costs $14.99.

Become a member today and receive 
a 20% discount on books and videos.

General Council  

Post-Convention Meeting

www.bridgewaternewchurch.org
www.bridgewaternewchurch.org
http://tinyurl.com/m7p6zry
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About the 
Swedenborgian Church

 Emanuel Swedenborg was 

born January 29, 1688, in 

Stockholm, Sweden. Although 

he never intended a church de-

nomination to be founded or 

named after him, a society was 

formed in London fifteen years 
after his death. 

American groups eventually 

founded the General Conven-

tion of Swedenborgian Church-

es. As a result of Swedenborg’s 
spiritual questioning and in-

sights, we as a church exist to 

encourage that same spirit of 

inquiry and personal growth, 

to respect differences in views, 

and to accept others who may 

have different traditions. 

Swedenborg shared in his 

theological writings a view of 

God as infinitely loving and at 
the very center of our beings, a 

view of life as a spiritual birth-

ing as we participate in our own 

creation, and a view of scripture 

as a story of inner life stages as 

we learn and grow. Swedenborg 

said, “All religion relates to life, 

and the life of religion is to do 

good.” He also felt that the sin-

cerest form of worship is a use-

ful life.

The Swedenborgian Church of 
North America
50 Quincy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Address Service Requested

R
everend Susan G. Turley has 
been selected by the Nation- 
 al Association of Profession-

al Women (NAPW) VIP Division as a 
2013/2014 NAPW Woman of the Year 
to represent the chaplaincy profession 
for the state of Maryland. 

Rev. Turley (one of the two women 
ordained second to Dorothea Harvey) 
has had a long and illustrious career la-
boring in a very di�cult and challeng-
ing �eld. She has overcome hardships 
both personal and professional. 

Rev. Turley’s areas of expertise in-
clude training, development, crisis in-
tervention, counseling, trauma counsel-
ing, women’s concerns and issues, man-
agement, professional training in chap-
laincy, coaching, �lm production, grant 
writing, consultation, student recruit-
ment, volunteer training and develop-
ment, and teaching and supervision of 
professional chaplains and spiritual care 
partners. She is Associate Clinical Pas-
toral Education (ACPE) supervisor and 
chaplain at the Department Of Veter-
ans A�airs, Maryland Health Care Sys-
tem, which specializes in spiritual care, 
chaplaincy, and supervising and training 
chaplains seeking national certi�cation. 
She received her M.S. in Education from 
Suffolk University in 1978. She received 

her Master of Divinity in Religion from 
Paci�c School of Religion and was or-
dained as one of the �rst three women in 
the Swedenborgian Church in 1980. She 
founded a nonpro�t ministry to those 
a�ected by AIDS in San Francisco. She 
has worked with victims of violence and 
coached women and men in their per-
sonal and professional development. 

Susan is the proud mother of Pfc. 
Keith Jesse Moore, who tragically died 
while serving the US Army in Iraq in 
2006. She has been married for thirty-
�ve years to Cli�ord J. Moore, Jr., Esq. 

Her passion also lies in �lm develop-
ment. Her latest completed �lm is Bro-
ken Hearts Lifted Spirits: Mothers of the 
Fallen Speak �eir Truth. �is �lm is 
about mothers who have lost their chil-
dren in war; it is an educational and 
training resource that includes a teach-
er’s manual for those who want to learn 
how to be an e�ective presence to others 
who have su�ered trauma and loss. 

Rev. Turley is drawn to and passion-
ate about charitable organizations, in-
cluding Gold Star Mothers and those 
concerned with the environment, mar-
ginalized communities, and Veterans 
and their loved ones. She is dedicated to 
giving voice to those who �nd no room 
at the table. 

Rev. Susan Turley Receives  

NAPW Woman of the Year Award


