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189th Annual Convention: Heaven Is Now:  
Living Spirit in Service

By Kit Billings

This summer, 
the theme 
of our an-

nual church con-
vention in Urbana, 
Ohio, is Heaven Is 
Now: Living Spir-
it in Service. This is 

one among many of  the  very  special
theological views of the New Church.
Instead of primarily looking at heaven
as some distant spiritual reality that is 
far away, something that we will only
experience  after  death,  our  church
sees  heaven  as  a  spiritual reality and  
energy  of  love  and  wisdom, which is 
intimately  flowing  into  life here and 
now!  That  is,  heaven’s  light  of  love,
goodness, and healing (which are God)
are  organically  flowing  into life now. 
Yes,   heaven   is   constantly  flowing 
within  the  atoms  that  make  up our 
physical  reality, and the  Divine Spirit 
remains present and available to inspire 
us for meaningful living. The Lord our
God did  say, “Yea, I am  with  you  al-
ways, even until the end of time.”

Heaven is also the spiritual home 
for good people after natural death, for 
those who lived heavenly love and wis-
dom while on earth, whose ruling or 
central love inside is good and true.

Heaven as a living, shining, healing, 
and powerful spiritual dimension is ev-
erywhere and constantly flowing with-

in all natural life. It influences the very 
substance and forms of the natural 
universe, revealing itself through the 
faces of infants, in the beauty of a sun-
rise, or of the morning sun shining glo-
riously upon everyone and everything, 
and within the constant, warm beating 
of your own heart. And this energy of 
love and wisdom moves through life as 
a pure desire to be useful, to be of ser-
vice to others.

Heaven indeed is now, and it is a 
deeply inspiring force that longs to 
make a positive difference in the lives 
of others. We find this spiritual reality 
reflected often in God’s Word, for ex-
ample when Christ said, “The Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many” (Matthew 20:28). And 

Swedenborgian Church Convention 
June 26–30, 2013, Urbana, Ohio

Come to Urbana
June 26–30, 2013

The 189th Annual Conven-
tion of the Swedenborgian 
Church (the General Con-

vention of the New Jerusalem) will 
take place June 26–30 in Urbana, 
Ohio, on the campus of Urbana 
University. This is the institution of 
higher learning inspired by Johnny 
Appleseed’s suggestion and the gen-
erous donations and collective work 
of a number of Swedenborgians liv-
ing in Ohio around 1850. It was the 
second college in America open to 
women and was based on Sweden-
borgian principles of learning and 
regeneration of the whole person, 
including spiritual growth.

After testing a shorter session last 
year, the convention has been re-
turned to its full length, with min-

Continues on page 38

Bailey and Barclay Halls, Urbana 
University

http://www.swedenborg.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/2013-Swedenborgian-Church-Convention/247596978595872
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The Editor’s Desk

Church Calendar
• April 13: General Council telecon-

ference meeting
• April 15: Reports due for inclusion 

in Advance Reports
• May 3–4: SHS Board of Trustees 

meeting • Berkeley, California
• May 24–27: West Coast Memorial 

Day Retreat • Sonoma, California
• May 24–27: SCYL Memorial Day 

Retreat • FNCA, Fryeburg, Maine
• June 26–30: 189th Annual Conven-

tion • Urbana, Ohio

Convention 2013
While you are 

fighting the win-
ter doldrums by 
c on t e m p l a t i n g 
the coming sum-
mer, think about 

the pleasures of joining the annually 
assembled community of Swedenbor-
gians called the Annual Convention, 
this year in Urbana, Ohio. Make your 
plans now to avoid conflicts in your 
schedule; registration forms will be 
available soon at swedenborg.org and 
next month in the Messenger.

Cuba
The Messenger is pleased to have a re-

port from the recent New Church Swe-
denborgian conference held in Cuba 
this past January (page 29). It is grati-
fying to read about this effort to extend 
the reach of Emanuel Swedenborg’s 
writings and revelations to Cubans 
and the larger (and very large) Span-
ish-speaking world. It is interesting 

Letter to the Editor

Chrysalis
Many thanks for your fine re-

view of Patterns: Make ‘Em and Break 
‘Em in the February 2013 issue of the 
Messenger.

Your comment, however, in the sec-
ond paragraph about the Swedenbor-
gian content in Patterns may be mis-
read as a shortcoming of Chrysalis. 

True, not every poem, essay, and 
story explores or references “Sweden-
borg or Swedenborgianism directly.” 

But this is done by design. Our read-
ership is composed of individuals who 
are seriously looking for spiritual re-
sources; they are not looking for THE 
answer, but for many possibilities. For 
nearly thirty years, Chrysalis has tan-
talized these readers—both Sweden-
borgians and non-Swedenborgians—
by raising universal issues and show-
ing the relevancy of the New Church 
perspective standing side by side with 
other viewpoints.

On the back cover of Patterns, the 
comment by Dr. Mehmet Oz sums 
it up, saying these are real-life peo-
ple with real-life spiritual issues as de-
scribed by Swedenborg.

—Robert F. Lawson, editor, Chrysalis
and encouraging to note that an inter-
est in Swedenborg is alive and well in 
Cuba, an interest that goes all the way 
back to Cuba’s liberator, José Martí. 

I have a particular interest in the re-
port from Cuba, having been one of 
the fortunate members of a the dele-
gation to Cuba from the Cambridge 
Church in 2000. We visited several re-
ligious institutions, and the highlights 
of the trip revolved around exploring 
Havana with Ray Guiu, a member of 
the Cambridge Church who was born 
and grew up in Cuba and then emi-
grated to the US, met Rev. Everett 
Bray and his daughter Elizabeth, mar-
ried Elizabeth, and eventually settled 
in  East  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts, 
where they now reside. -Herb Ziegler

mailto:manager@swedenborg.org
http://www.swedenborg.org
mailto:messenger@swedenborg.org
http://www.swedenborg.org/Libraries/The_Messenger/2013_02Messenger.sflb.ashx
http://www.swedenborg.org
http://www.fryeburg.org
http://tinyurl.com/d989nlk
http://tinyurl.com/d989nlk
http://www.shs.psr.edu
http://www.facebook.com/pages/2013-Swedenborgian-Church-Convention/247596978595872
http://www.facebook.com/pages/2013-Swedenborgian-Church-Convention/247596978595872
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Letter 
from the 
President
Dear Friends,

Every one is formed from 
the harmony of many things; and such as the harmony is, 
such is the one: A thing which is absolutely one cannot sub-
sist; but only a harmonical one. Every Society in Heaven 
thus forms a one; and all the Societies together a one; and 
this from the Lord alone, through love.
 —Emanuel Swedenborg, A.C. 457

All for one, and one for all! 
—Alexandre Dumas, The Three Musketeers

It is quite remarkable how much change goes on 
within and under the surface, while from without 
all looks stable and constant. With the “harmonical 
one” that we call General Convention, we have ex-
isted as a constant for hundreds of years, barely no-
ticeable now to the outside world; nonetheless, our 
presence and influence has been steady. Yet with-
in that constant presence there has been constant 
change as ministers change from one church to an-
other and as churches themselves grow and subside 
and in many cases complete a life cycle and are ab-
sorbed. The culture within Convention has changed 
on a regular basis as well, including a split into two 
seemingly entirely different organizations that ex-
ist independently; and yet to the outside world, the 
differences that so distinctly divide us from our in-
ner perspective seem negligible, if even noticeable, 
to those looking in from the outside.

So today I reflect on this process from a perspec-
tive that is inward and yet somewhat removed as 
well. Several ministers with long and stable careers 
are retiring, moving long, stable situations into 
a state of flux. Personal lives change and pastors 
move on. Community chemistry alters and change 
occurs, sometimes subtle and sometimes dramat-
ic. New ministers continue to complete training 
and enter into the life of the church with a vari-

ety of ministries, and a parallel constant change 
takes place within the membership and leadership 
of each of our churches and groups as well.

And yet with all of this change, Convention is a 
constant. We exist. We as a one, and as the various 
individuals that make up that one, continue to do 
our part to contribute to the Lord’s New Church 
here on earth. We, together and individually, are 
part of the Second Coming as it unfolds. As we look 
at our future, readjust our vision and our goals, and 
make our plans and strategies and lists of things to 
do, I would invite us all to keep before us what it 
means to be part of the Second Coming. One thing 
is clear to me: the Second Coming, the manifesta-
tion of the Lord’s New Church on earth, is not de-
fined by denominational labels or constrained to 
specific earthly organizations. It is busting out all 
over, all around us, and yes, even within our little 
band of self proclaimed Swedenborgians! It is like 
a wave building momentum and mass, and like a 
surfer on our little board in a great big ocean, we 
are in need of pointing ourselves in alignment with 
the motion of that wave and then paddling like all 
get-out just to keep up in the hopes that we too 
can be caught up in that wave and carried along 
for what will hopefully be a thrilling ride. When 
our individual and collective ride is over we can 
be grateful as we dive back in or accept that that is 
enough and call it a day. In either case, that ocean, 
more vast than we can take in, is still there and the 
waves keep coming. As lay people, as ministers, as 
individual churches, and as Convention as a whole, 
we are but a speck in the ocean of the Lord’s Sec-
ond Coming. Yet we have every right, and even the 
obligation, to paddle our hardest and do our best to 
maintain our balance and make a ride that is both 
exhilarating and uplifting on the surfboard we call 
Convention and hopefully enjoyable and inspira-
tional for those who might be watching us from 
the outside.

As I offer these words of encouragement to jump 
in the water and take part, I must also honor the 
metaphor and offer a word of caution. We must all 

Continues on page 37
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By Rachael Sbrocco

On Friday night, one by one 
(or two or three) the tween 
SPLATz (super powered lov-

able almost teens) begin to arrive at 
Manna House at the La Porte, Indi-
ana, New Church. You can feel the 
house warm up and come alive as each 
person joins the group. Old friends 
and first-timers are staking out a spot 
for their sleeping bags, and there are 
lots of laughter and LOUD footsteps 
everywhere. Eighteen SPLATz in all 
have come from near and far to at-
tend this retreat. It always strikes me 
as a testament to the quality of these 
retreats that so many will travel so far 
to be here. This is a special place and a 
unique experience for these young peo-
ple. This goes for me as well, especially 
this year, as both of my children now 
fall in the SPLATz age range.

After everyone has arrived and set-
tled in, we gather in the living room of 
Manna House for our first session. We 
do introductions, and then Kurt sug-
gests that the kids briefly describe the 
Old Testament, starting with Genesis 
all the way up to the choosing of King 
Saul in I Samuel! Wow, do these kids 
sure know their Bible! (Good job, Sun-
day school teachers.) It was so much 
fun to hear them all work as a team 
to put together the stories, names, and 
even a lot of the little details.

The next day we dug into the sto-
ry of King Saul. The prophet Samuel 
anointed Saul Israel’s first king because 
the Israelites were clamoring for one. 
We learned that Saul was a strong and 
stubborn man by his actions and in the 
company he kept. (He was out search-
ing for his father’s donkeys.) Don’t you 
just love correspondences? Saul repre-
sents our stage in life when we know 
what is right, but we still continue 
to make decisions based on our own 
opinions rather than trusting in the 

Lord. Saul reigned for many years. Af-
ter Samuel anointed a young David as 
Israel’s next king, Saul felt his throne 
was threatened and made several at-
tempts to kill David. David was a shep-
herd. (Sheep represent innocence and 
a love of be-
ing led by the 
Lord.) This 
helps to clue 
us in on the 
fact that Da-
vid represents 
the next stage 
in Israel, and 
in us, when 
we better un-
derstand the 
Lord’s will 
in a deeper 
way. We re-
member that 
David is the 
one who took 
down the giant Goliath with only his 
sling and five smooth stones out of the 
brook. David wasn’t perfect though. 
He coveted another man’s wife, Bath-
sheba. David sent her husband, Uriah, 
to the front lines of the war. Uriah died 

in battle, and David took Bathsheba 
for his wife. Still, David’s love for the 
Lord made him a great king, and af-
ter many victories in battle he brought 
peace to the kingdom of Israel.

The third king of Israel was King 
S o l o m o n , 
the second 
son of David 
and Bathshe-
ba. The Lord 
came to Sol-
omon in a 
dream and 
a sked h im 
what he want-
ed. Solomon 
told the Lord 
that he want-
ed a wise and 
d i s c e r n i n g 
heart so he 
could be a ju-
dicious lead-

er. The Lord was so pleased with Solo-
mon’s request that he not only made 
him wise, but also wealthy and hon-
orable. Solomon built a magnificent 
temple to the Lord in Jerusalem for the 

3 Kings—SPLATz Retreat in La Porte

SPLATz group on the La Porte New Church front steps

The Queen of Sheba and her court (l to r): Lori 
Steinhiser, Kate Pruiett, Rev. Jenn Tafel, & Rachael 

Sbrocco with “King” Kurt Fekete

http://www.laportenewchurch.org/
http://www.laportenewchurch.org/
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Ark of the Covenant to reside. Solo-
mon made many wise rulings and be-
came known throughout the land for 
his wisdom. 

While Kurt and the kids were busy 
learning about Solomon and acting out 
skits in the living room, the other four 
adults whipped up a skit of their own 

to surprise the kids. Complete with 
full costumes and a basket of gifts, the 
Queen of Sheba and her court made 
the journey to visit King Solomon. It 
was a lot of fun, and I think the kids 
will surely remember that story.

Crafts are a big event at Splatz re-
treats. We do a craft after almost ev-
ery lesson. This time we made scep-
ters, crowns, and swords with our roy-

al bunch. They turned out great! There 
were lots of rhinestones, glitter, and 
vacuuming. Little did we know that 
paper daggers could be so sharp; we 
had to snip the tips off of every one 
of them. Also, a wonderfully new and 
versatile crafting material was discov-
ered at this retreat—duct tape! In this 
case, gold duct tape. We are already on 
the search for what we can design next 
with it. Stay tuned! 

Since the snow decided to hold off 
until our drives home, we didn’t get 
our sledding trip in this time. Howev-
er, the kids did get to play some Cap-
ture-the-Flag in the empty lot next 
door, and we made a trip across the 
street to the fabulous La Porte Library, 
which is becoming a favorite activity. 
I couldn’t have been more impressed 
with how well behaved and respect-
ful our big group was while we were 
there. In addition, we got in quite a 
few rounds of Catch Phrase, Piction-
ary, and Charades in our free time.

I find joy in every minute of these 
retreats. I love to see the kids so active-
ly engaged in learning the Bible sto-
ries. I love all of the laughter. I love 
coming home to the La Porte Church, 
where I have so many memories from 
my childhood. I love working with 
the youth leaders who are so dedicat-
ed, creative, and talented. Thank you 
to Kurt Fekete, Lori Steinhiser, Jenn 
Tafel, and Katie Pruiett for all you 
do. Thanks so much to La Porte New 
Church for hosting us. 

Rachael Sbrocco 
grew up in the 
LaPorte New 
Church and 
now lives in Erie, 
Pensylvania.  She 
loves going to 
Almont Summer 
School with her 
two children Cade 
and Angela and 
regularly staffs 
SPLATz retreats as 
the craft director 
extraordinaire.

Kings Nathan, Kristofer and Jaylen

Squashed SPLATz on the sofa

Swedenborg  
in Cuba

By David Simpson

During the week of January 
7–12, 2013, a delegation from 
the New Church (General 

Church) conducted a conference con-
sisting of a series of lectures and discus-
sion groups dedicated to the popular-
ization of the life and work of Emanuel 
Swedenborg in the Republic of Cuba. 
These lectures were combined with 
ministerial work: preaching and per-
forming baptisms in the facility of the 
Episcopalian Cathedral in Havana.

The lectures took place at four sep-
arate venues in two different cities. 
Three of these venues were in Ha-
vana: the Higher Ecumenical Institute 
of Sciences of Religions (ISCRE), an 
adjunct institution of the Ecumeni-
cal Theological Seminary in Matanzas 
(SET); the University of San Geroni-
mo (USG), the centre for historical and 
cultural studies affiliated with the Uni-
versity of Havana; and the Centre for 
Martisian Studies (CEM), an institute 
dedicated to the editing and publish-
ing of the collected works of the Cu-
ban patriot and philosopher José Mar-
tí. The fourth venue was the Ecumeni-
cal Theological Seminary in the city of 
Matanzas.

The delegation consisted of Rever-
end Göran and Josephine Appelgren 
from Sweden, the Reverend David 
Lindrooth from the USA, Dr. Anders 
Hallengren, professor at the Universi-
ty of Stockholm and president of the 
Swedenborg Society in London, Da-
vid and Vicky Simpson from Toronto, 
and Gunnar Borgsten, a retired phy-
sician and a long-standing member of 
the Stockholm Society.

The lecture topics were “Sweden-
borg’s View of Divine Love and its In-
flux upon Humanity,” “The Sweden-

Continues on page 36
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Candidates for positions in the 
Swedenborgian Church are 
elected at the annual conven-

tion. This year, the following positions 
will filled:
• Vice-president (one-year term)
• Secretary (one-year term)
• Treasurer (one-year term)
• General Council (one minister and 

two lay members for three-year 
terms):

  General Council is the governing 
body of the Swedenborgian Church. 
It meets face to face at the annual 
convention and in the fall (travel, 
room, and board provided). All oth-
er business is conducted by confer-
ence call and email. 

• Communication Support Unit 
(three-year term):

  COMSU promotes communica-
tions both within and outside of the 
denomination across various media, 
and also oversees the production of 
the Messenger. Meetings are by email 
and conference call.

• Education Support Unit (three-year 
term):

  EDSU facilitates activities that 
enhance the understanding and the 
skills needed for the realization of 
the Swedenborgian Church’s pur-
pose. This unit is concerned with 

resources, personnel, and program-
ming (specifically, annual conven-
tion mini-courses). Meetings are by 
email and conference call.

• Information Management Support 
Unit (three-year term):

  IMSU’s focus is on gathering, stor-
ing and distributing data pertinent 
to the fulfillment of the Swedenbor-
gian Church’s purpose. Its primary 
focus has been the denomination’s 
website. Business is conducted by 
email and conference call.

• Financial and Physical Resources 
Support Unit (three-year term):

  The central focus of FPRSU is on 
the wise use and development of 
such resources as are directly un-
der the Swedenborgian Church’s 
control. FPRSU oversees the man-
agement of the Swedenborgian 
Church’s properties and invest-
ments, seeks new sources of materi-
al support, and provides consultants 
for the Swedenborgian Church’s 
collective bodies and the best-co-
ordinated use and development of 
the body’s financial and physical 
resources. Meetings are usually by 
email and conference call.

• Ministries Support Unit (two for 
three-year terms):

  MinSU is charged with facilitat-

ing ministries within the Church 
and activities that increase the num-
ber of individuals and groups con-
sciously committed to the realiza-
tion of the Swedenborgian Church’s 
purpose. It meets face-to-face once 
a year (expenses paid) and by email 
and conference call otherwise.

• Nominating Committee (two to be 
nominated, one elected for a five-
year term):

  It is the duty of this committee to 
present at the annual convention 
nominees for the officers of the Swe-
denborgian Church and vacancies 
in the elected members of the Gen-
eral Council and all other boards, 
support units and committees. The 
nominating committee proposes a 
slate representative of the Sweden-
borgian Church’s overall constitu-
ency. Meetings are by email and 
conference call.

• Committee on Admission into the 
Ministry (one clergy member for a 
three-year term):

  This committee meets with minis-
terial candidates to review and rec-
ommend qualified candidates for 
ordination. Meetings are by con-
ference call and face-to-face (travel, 
room and board provided).

• The Board of Trustees of the Swe-
denborgian House of Studies (four 
to be elected, two to the represen-
tative class and two to the at-large 
class for three-year terms): 

  The SHS board manages the busi-
ness and affairs of the New Church 
Theological School. Meetings are 
face-to-face (travel, room and board 
provided).
Please contact chairperson Kar-

en Conger, one of the other mem-
bers of the Nominating Committee, 
or Renée Hellenbrecht at Central Of-
fice, if you are interested in serving:   
manager@swedenborg.org. 

The Annual Meeting of the  
Corporation of the New Church Theological School 

(dba the Swedenborgian House of Studies  
at Pacific School of Religion)

will be held during the annual session of  
the Swedenborgian Church of the US and Canada at Urbana University  

in Urbana, Ohio, in the main meeting room of the convention.

Thursday, June 27, 2013, at 7:00 PM

Please join us for a reception immediately following.

Call for Nominations to Elected Positions

mailto:manager@swedenborg.org
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Attention Fryeburg 
New Church As-
sembly (FNCA) 

members and friends: The 
FNCA camp and retreat 
facility, located on the 
banks of the Saco River, 
is available for your group 
events and private vaca-
tions at significantly low-
er rates than most similar 
facilities, provided that an 
FNCA member is present 
at all times for the dura-
tion of the event.

Except when camp is in session 
August 3–18 this year, the facility is 
available from Memorial Day to La-
bor Day to Assembly members, their 
friends, and groups that FNCA mem-
bers are associated with for weddings, 
reunions, conferences, meetings, re-
treats, and other events, as well as for 
private vacations; everything from 
just a single cabin to the entire fa-
cility is available to you. Please visit  
http://fryeburg.org/map for a look at 
our facilities.

For less than $75, you can enjoy a 
private cabin in the woods for a week-
end, overlooking the Saco River and 
with a view of the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire—$750 for a group 
in the Main Building over a long week-
end,   including   Kancamagus   and 
meeting rooms and the kitchen. 

In addition to the serene and com-
fortable atmosphere, swimming, hik-
ing, mountain climbing, local attrac-
tions, outlet stores, the Kankamaugus 
Scenic Highway, the White Mountains 
of New Hampshire, beautiful Maine 
beaches, and much, much more are 
waiting for you Down East!

The FNCA is located in Fryeburg, 
Maine, one hour and fifteen minutes 
northwest of Portland. It’s about three 
hours north of Boston, four hours from 

Hartford, five hours from Albany, six 
hours from New York City, seven-plus 
hours from Philadelphia, eight hours 

A Low-Cost Maine Vacation and Event Spot

Swedenborg 
Foundation Seeks 
Operations Manager

The Swedenborg Foundation is 
seeking an operations manager, who 
will be responsible for facilitating, su-
pervising, and scheduling day-to-day 
operations of the Foundation and for 
overseeing the budget and human re-
sources; interfaces with the Board of 
Directors and officers; coordinates 
overall Foundation activities; and sup-
ports project team personnel. 

A bachelor’s degree and five years of 
management experience are required, 
including not-for-profit experience. 
Strong communication skills are nec-
essary as well as familiarity with pub-
lishing and online media technologies. 
The salary is commensurate with expe-
rience. Benefits include health, dental, 
life, and disability insurance, SEP, and 
more. To request a full position de-
scription or to submit a resume (with 
cover letter and three references) Email 
sf-jobs@digitalwave.com. 

from Wilmington, nine hours from 
Baltimore and Buffalo, and ten hours 
from Washington DC. 

Non-Session Use Rates
Individuals and small groups:

• $24/day per room or cabin
• $150/week per room or cabin

Groups of 10 or more using  
the Main Building:

• $300/day
• $1600/week

Special long-weekend group rate:
• $750 for Friday–Monday
For more information and booking, 

contact the FNCA non-session use co-
ordinator, Beki Greenwood: 413-563-
0091 or rgreenwood@fryeburg.org. 

Heaven Is Now
Continued from page 25

in Matthew 15-16, 
You are the light of the world. 

A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a 
lamp and put it under a bowl. In-
stead they put it on its stand, and it 
gives light to everyone in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven.

The annual convention will take 
place from June 26–30, 2013. 

All Swedenborgian churches and 
their members are invited to engage 
with this theme in some creative way, 
and then share what we learn about 
this truth and about ourselves with the 
rest of the delegates who will gather in 
Ohio. May the Lord bless us and in-
spire us to serve one another and our 
community in his spirit of love and 
mercy. 
Rev. Kit Billings is pastor of the La Porte 
New Church in Indiana.

The Main Building at FNCA

mailto:rgreenwood@fryeburg.org
http://fryeburg.org/map
mailto:sf-jobs@digitalwave.com
http://www.laportenewchurch.org/
http://www.laportenewchurch.org/
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By Jim Lawrence

Did Swe-
denborg 
leave un-

mentioned con-
troversial aspects 
of his life, such 
as active engage-

ments with Freemasonry and kab-
balah? Were his international travels 
spiced with intrigues involving a high-
level conspiracy to restore the Stuart 
monarchy in England and to provide 
other assistance in the French-Swedish 
alliance, for which he received hand-
some compensation from the King of 

France? Much of my research this past 
year has been involved in looking at 
those and other fresh questions about 
Swedenborg’s biography. A number of 
scholars and writers have been weigh-
ing in recently on new claims launched 
primarily by longtime Swedenborg re-
searcher Dr. Marsha Keith Schuchard, 
whose research on Swedenborg be-
gan in the 1970s as part of her doc-
toral dissertation on Freemasonry fo-
cusing heavily on Swedenborg’s cen-
tury. She has been writing about Swe-
denborg (among other subjects) ever 
since, gradually drawing the attention 
of writers both inside and outside of 

Swedenborgian traditions. She has re-
cently published a major new Sweden-
borg biography whose working title has 
been Emanuel Swedenborg: Secret Agent 
on Earth and in Heaven.

It is an important conversation be-
cause the story of Swedenborg has al-
ways been a critical element in the sto-
ry of the New Church, and Schuchard 
advances several new tantalizing sto-
ry lines for Swedenborg’s life, such as 
those mentioned above, that render his 
worldly activities in a more complex 
light than as detailed in such works as 
The Swedenborg Epic (1952) by Cyriel 
Odhner Sigstedt. Schuchard’s hypoth-
eses, however, have been contested by 
such Swedenborgian writers as Jane 
Williams-Hogan and Brian Talbot. At 
the same time, the well-regarded but 
non-Swedenborgian Swedish author, 
Lars Bergquist, renders a positive as-
sessment of some of Schuchard’s new 
portrayals of Swedenborg’s worldly life 
in his Swedenborg’s Secret (in Swed-
ish, 1999, English translation 2005), 
the first major biography on Sweden-
borg in a half a century. To be sure, 
Schuchard’s claims changes in key 
ways the story of Swedenborg conven-
tionally told in the church traditions.

I have been involved this year in 
studying these controversial areas of 
Swedenborg’s biography with an eye 
to responsible historical methodol-
ogy. How do we assess historical evi-
dence? The bulk of Schuchard’s work 
is circumstantial, though not all of 
it. Should we adopt a strictly forensic 
approach: if it cannot be proven in a 
court of law, it has no standing? Are 
there more nuanced estimations that 
might be constructed that better serve 
historical understanding? Another key 
question for responsible historical anal-

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering Leaves 2013,  September 12 -  15    
at  Fryeburg New Church Assembly  

Fryeburg Maine 

     
"Changing Colors ,  Changing Lives"  

 

From our mission statement:  

 

“We are gathering again to promote harmony among women who are  

associated with the various Swedenborgian organizations around the world. We 

acknowledge our common beliefs, explore our differences,  

develop respect for one another’s contributions, create a healing  

atmosphere and celebrate our spiritual sisterhood.  

We promote charity and goodwill, so we might say,  

“No matter what form her doctrine and external form of worship take,  

this is my sister; I observe that she worships the Lord and is a good woman.” 
MISSION STATEMENT  

We are gathy amog women Lord and is a good woman." 
For more information,  

and to be added to our mailing list, contact our  

Co-chairs: Roslyn Taylor   hrtaylor@temple.edu  

Joanna Hill  joannavhill@gmail.com and/or 

Laurie Turley, recording  secretary  lstwirley@yahoo.com 

A Detective Story:
New Contestations on Swedenborg’s Biography

Continues next page
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By Anne Park

The Swedenborgian Church 
at Temenos in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania, had a great year, 

and we are inspired to keep our doors 
open and inviting to all. Our prayer 
life is deepening with each service. 
We have had several combined servic-
es with our Jewish friends, participat-
ed in the Interfaith Thanksgiving Ser-
vice, and have kept a steady commit-
ment to serving our local food bank. 
We tithe ten percent, raise food, and 
collect canned goods. We anticipate 
being able to join in on an interfaith 
walk in April in Philadelphia.

This year we will be expanding 
our community gardens to feed more 
people. We will also be involving lo-
cal schools in the planting, care, and 
harvesting.

We are committed to honoring the 
land here and finding ways to nour-
ish and sustain it. We established the 
Trails and Trees Program that people 
can join to enjoy various offerings on 
the land. Ian Campbell, our buildings 
and grounds manager, is meeting with 
other land managers and with volun-
teers to find ways to open new trails 
and maintain old trails. Ian and Dean 
(a church member) are working on 

plans to start building a labyrinth later 
this spring.

Since January we have also taken 
care of a family with no hot water by 
collecting funds and then buying and 
delivering to them a water heater; to 
another family, we provided a tankful 
of heating oil. We are providing meals 
for the next three months to a fam-
ily in which the mom just had brain 
surgery. We are also offering some 
time and possibly some space to some 
twelve-step programs in the area. Our 
library, adding to our extensive Swe-
denborg collections, has received many 
new books of other faiths, and just re-
ceived the beginning of a collection of 
twelve-step material, which is much 
appreciated.

We have become more involved in 
the West Chester religious commu-
nity. We hosted the October meeting 
of the Council and have plans to host 
more meetings. Rev. Christine sits on 
the Religious Council and was a fea-
tured speaker at this year’s Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service.

On April 4 we will host the third an-
nual Women’s Seder at Temenos. Rab-
bi Elyse Joseph started the first seder at 
Temenos along with a group of women 
including Rev. Christine. This has be-

come a much-loved event.
Rev. Christine keeps encouraging 

us to apply our love and understanding 
by sending it out into the community. 
A men’s group is forming, the garden 
is growing, and we continue to watch 
and see where we are called to serve. 
She is keeping us on task in Council as 
we work with a skilled strategic plan-
ner to become more accountable and 
delve into our operations on all levels. 
We are learning how to work as a team 
and are devoting the time and atten-
tion Temenos needs. We understand 
the great responsibility we have as 
trustees of this beautiful community. 
Things are changing for the good.

There seems to be standing room 
only now on many Sundays, and peo-
ple are inspired to grow. We will have a 
Swedenborg reading group beginning 
in March. Temenos is surely a commu-
nity in bloom.

A letter from long-time member 
Robin Tafel encapsulates the new spir-
it at Temenos (sidebar). 
Anne Park is a member of the 
Swedenborgian Church at Temenos.

ysis is that of bias, especially in charged 
discussions. For instance, scholars pro-
ducing provocative new claims might 
be subtly motivated by making a repu-
tation. Career advancement or simply 
being the center of conversation can 
bias a writer towards “earth-shatter-
ing” conclusions. On the other hand, 
those in devotional Swedenborgian 
movements might not welcome such 
views; career and life commitments 
could bias Swedenborgian adherents 

towards dismissing radical challenges 
to tradition.

No matter what one thinks of 
Schuchard’s conclusions, no one has 
done as much primary source research 
investigating Swedenborg’s life since 
Sigstedt in the 1940s. Her forthcom-
ing book is sure to draw new attention 
to Swedenborg’s biography, and I am 
interested in addressing fairly the ques-
tions raised. 
The Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence is Dean of 
the Swedenborgian House of Studies in 
Berkeley, California.

Temenos Community Is Reaching Out

Dear Christine,
I’ve been going to the Sweden-

borgian Church for virtually my 
entire life through some combina-
tion of conviction, inertia, habit, 
and desire; but a new element has 
been added this last year. Our Te-
menos Community is really neat, 
and I do look forward to coming to 
Church on Sunday and being with 
everybody. I also wish I lived clos-
er so that I could get more involved 
in some of the other Temenos ac-
tivities. In closing, I do appreciate 
what you, Ian, Anne, and the rest of 
the unsung heroes of the Temenos 
Community have been doing.

—Robin Tafel

Continued from preceding page
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As part of its process of reestablishing 
501c3 status with the IRS, the Sweden-
borgian House of Studies is publicizing 
its conflict of interest policy. Its non-dis-
crimination policy appeared in the Feb-
ruary 2013 Messenger.

The Corporation of the New 
Church Theological School (dba Swe-
denborgian House of Studies and re-
ferred to hereafter as SHS) Conflict of 
Interest Policy and Annual Statement 
For Directors and Officers and Mem-
bers of a Committee with Board Del-
egated Powers.

 Adopted by the Board of Trustees 
February 18, 2013

Article I—Purpose 
1. The purpose of this Board conflict of 

interest policy is to protect SHS’s in-
terests when it is contemplating enter-
ing into a transaction or arrangement 
that might benefit the private inter-
ests of an officer or director of SHS or 
might result in a possible excess ben-
efit transaction. 

2. This policy is intended to supplement 
but not replace any applicable state 
and federal laws governing conflicts 
of interest applicable to nonprofit and 
charitable organizations. 

3. This policy is also intended to iden-
tify independent directors. 

Article II—Definitions 
1. Interested Person—Any director, 

principal officer, or member of a com-
mittee with board delegated powers, 
who has a direct or indirect financial 
interest, as defined below. 

2. Financial Interest—A person has a fi-
nancial interest if the person has, di-
rectly or indirectly, through business, 
investment, or family: 
a. An ownership or investment inter-

est in any entity with which SHS 
has a transaction or arrangement, 

b. A compensation arrangement with 
SHS or with any entity or individ-
ual with which SHS has a transac-

tion or arrangement, or 
c. A potential ownership or invest-

ment interest in, or compensation 
arrangement with, any entity or 
individual with which SHS is ne-
gotiating a transaction or arrange-
ment. Compensation includes di-
rect and indirect remuneration as 
well as gifts or favors that are not 
insubstantial. A financial interest 
is not necessarily a conflict of in-
terest. A person who has a finan-
cial interest may have a conflict of 
interest only if the Board or Ex-
ecutive Committee decides that a 
conflict of interest exists, in accor-
dance with this policy. 

3. Independent Director—A director 
shall be considered independent for 
the purposes of this policy if he or she 
is independent as defined in the in-
structions for the IRS 990 form or, 
until such definition is available; the 
director 
a. Is not, and has not been for a pe-

riod of at least three years, an em-
ployee of SHS or any entity in 
which SHS has a financial inter-
est; 

b. Does not directly or indirectly 
have a significant business rela-
tionship with SHS, which might 
affect independence in decision-
making; 

c. Is not employed as an executive 
of another corporation where any 
of SHS’s executive officers or em-
ployees serve on that corporation’s 
compensation committee; and 

d. Does not have an immediate fam-
ily member who is an executive of-
ficer or employee of SHS or who 
holds a position that has a signif-
icant financial relationship with 
SHS. 

Article III—Procedures 
1. Duty to Disclose—In connection 

with any actual or possible conflict 
of interest, an interested person must 
disclose the existence of the financial 

interest and be given the opportuni-
ty to disclose all material facts to the 
Board or Executive Committee. 

2. Recusal of Self—Any director may 
recuse himself or herself at any time 
from involvement in any decision or 
discussion in which the director be-
lieves he or she has or may have a 
conf lict of interest, without going 
through the process for determining 
whether a conflict of interest exists. 

3. Determining Whether a Conflict of 
Interest Exists—After disclosure of 
the financial interest and all materi-
al facts, and after any discussion with 
the interested person, he/she shall 
leave the Board or Executive Com-
mittee meeting while the determi-
nation of a conflict of interest is dis-
cussed and voted upon. The remain-
ing Board or Executive Committee 
members shall decide if a conflict of 
interest exists. 

4. Procedures for Addressing the Con-
flict of Interest 
a. An interested person may make a 

presentation at the Board or Execu-
tive Committee meeting, but after 
the presentation, he/she shall leave 
the meeting during the discussion 
of, and the vote on, the transaction 
or arrangement involving the po-
tential conflict of interest. 

b. The chairperson of the Board or 
Executive Committee shall, if ap-
propriate, appoint a disinterested 
person or committee to investigate 
alternatives to the proposed trans-
action or arrangement. 

c. After exercising due diligence, 
the Board or Executive Commit-
tee shall determine whether SHS 
can obtain with reasonable efforts 
a more advantageous transaction 
or arrangement from a person or 
entity that would not give rise to a 
conflict of interest. 

d. If a more advantageous transac-
tion or arrangement is not reason-
ably possible under circumstances 
not producing a conflict of inter-
est, the Board or Executive Com-
mittee shall determine by a major-

SHS Conflict of Interest Policy

Continues next page

http://shs.psr.edu/
http://shs.psr.edu/


the Messenger March 2013 35

ity vote of the disinterested direc-
tors whether the transaction or ar-
rangement is in SHS’s best inter-
est, for its own benefit, and wheth-
er it is fair and reasonable. In con-
formity with the above determina-
tion, it shall make its decision as to 
whether to enter into the transac-
tion or arrangement. 

5. Violations of the Conflicts of Inter-
est Policy 
a. If the Board or Executive Com-

mittee has reasonable cause to be-
lieve a member has failed to dis-
close actual or possible conflicts of 
interest, it shall inform the mem-
ber of the basis for such belief and 
afford the member an opportuni-
ty to explain the alleged failure to 
disclose. 

b. If, after hearing the member’s re-
sponse and after making further 
investigation as warranted by the 
circumstances, the Board or Exec-
utive Committee determines the 
member has failed to disclose an 
actual or possible conflict of inter-
est, it shall take appropriate disci-
plinary and corrective action. 

Article IV—Records of Proceedings 
The minutes of the Board and all 

committees with board delegated pow-
ers shall contain: 

a. The names of the persons who dis-
closed or otherwise were found to 
have a financial interest in con-
nection with an actual or possible 
conflict of interest, the nature of 
the financial interest, any action 
taken to determine whether a con-
flict of interest was present, and 
the Board’s or Executive Commit-
tee’s decision as to whether a con-
flict of interest in fact existed. 

b. The names of the persons who 
were present for discussions and 
votes relating to the transaction 
or arrangement, the content of the 
discussion, including any alterna-
tives to the proposed transaction 
or arrangement, and a record of 

any votes taken in connection with 
the proceedings. 

Article V – Compensation 
a. A voting member of the Board who 

receives compensation, directly or 
indirectly, from SHS for services is 
precluded from voting on matters 
pertaining to that member’s com-
pensation. 

b. A voting member of any commit-
tee whose jurisdiction includes 
compensation matters and who re-
ceives compensation, directly or 
indirectly, from SHS for services is 
precluded from voting on matters 
pertaining to that member’s com-
pensation. 

c. No voting member of the Board 
or any committee whose jurisdic-
tion includes compensation mat-
ters and who receives compensa-
tion, directly or indirectly, from 
SHS, either individually or collec-
tively, is prohibited from providing 
information to any committee re-
garding compensation. 

Article VI—Annual Statements 
1. Each director, principal officer and 

member of a committee with board 
delegated powers shall annually sign 
a statement which affirms that such 
person: 
a. Has received a copy of the conflict 

of interest policy, 
b. Has read and understands the pol-

icy, 
c. Has agreed to comply with the 

policy, and 
d. Understands SHS is charitable and 

that in order to maintain its fed-
eral tax exemption it must engage 
primarily in activities which ac-
complish one or more of its tax-ex-
empt purposes. 

2. Each voting member of the Board 
shall annually sign a statement which 
declares whether such person is an in-
dependent director. 

3. If at any time during the year, the in-
formation in the annual statement 
changes materially, the director shall 
disclose such changes and revise the 

annual disclosure form. 
4. The Executive Committee shall reg-

ularly and consistently monitor and 
enforce compliance with this policy 
by reviewing annual statements and 
taking such other actions as are nec-
essary for effective oversight. 

Article VII—Periodic Reviews 
To ensure SHS operates in a manner 

consistent with charitable purposes and 
does not engage in activities that could 
jeopardize its tax-exempt status, periodic 
reviews shall be conducted. The periodic 
reviews shall, at a minimum, include the 
following subjects: 

a. Whether compensation arrange-
ments and benefits are reasonable, 
based on comparable survey infor-
mation (if reasonably available), 
and the result of arm’s length bar-
gaining. 

b. Whether partnerships, joint ven-
tures, and arrangements with 
management organizations, if any, 
conform to SHS’s written poli-
cies and are properly recorded, re-
flect reasonable investment or pay-
ments for goods and services, fur-
ther charitable purposes, and do 
not result in inurement or imper-
missible private benefit or in an ex-
cess benefit transaction. 

Article VIII—Use of Outside Experts 
When conducting the periodic re-

views as provided for in Article VII, SHS 
may, but need not, use outside advisors. 
If outside experts are used, their use shall 
not relieve the Board of its responsibil-
ity for ensuring periodic reviews are 
conducted.

Continued from preceding page

ANNUAL REPORTS (for the 
year ending December 31, 2012) are 
due at the Central Office no later 
than April 15, 2013, for inclusion in 
the Advance Reports booklet distrib-
uted at the annual convention. Any 
reports submitted for Advance Re-
ports does not need to be resubmit-
ted for the Journal. 



the Messenger March 201336

Swedenborg in Cuba
Continued from page 29

borgian Concept of Salvation,” and 
“What Was Emanuel Swedenborg 
Looking For?” (Rev. Lindrooth); “The 
Genesis of the New Church,” “The Sci-
ence of Correspondences: a Key to En-
lightenment,” and “The Last Judgment 
in the Spiritual World” (Rev. Appel-
gren); “A Transcendental Inquiry: Mar-
tí, Emerson, Whitman, Swedenborg” 
and “Swedenborgianism in the Carib-
bean: a Social Force in the XIXth Cen-
tury West Indies” (Dr. Hallengren). 

Other scheduled events interspersed 
between the lectures included meet-
ings in Havana with Pastor Joel Ortega 
Dopico, president of the Cuban Coun-
cil of Churches and Dr. Reinerio Arce 
Valentín, the rector of the Ecumeni-
cal Seminary in Matanzas. Introduc-
tions were made with Dr. Esuebio Leal 
Spengler, rector of San Geronimo Uni-
versity and the Historian of Havana, 
and Dr. Pedro Pablo Rodríguez López, 
president of the Centro de Estudios 
Martianos (Center of Martisian Stud-
ies or CEM).

It was a historical event: the birth 
of the New Church in Cuba. Still, we 
know that any birth or emergence is 
preceded by a coming together of ele-
ments that give rise to life. The incep-
tion of a Church arises from a deep de-
sire to know and understand spiritu-
al truths, accompanied by a charitable 
longing to share those truths with oth-
ers out of love for their spiritual wel-
fare. These spiritual forces stirring in 
the hearts and minds of earnest seek-
ers after the Lord come together, from 
which a gestation takes place, when 
something switches on that gives rise 
to the forming and coming forth of a 
new identity, the tender shoot of a new 
plant that surges from a seed in the 
earth, emerging into the full potential 
of its being to follow the sun. 

What we observed in Cuba was the 
emergence of a new shoot, a young 

Borges, 
Swedenborg, 
and Mysticism

Jorge Luis Borges, the Argentinian 
poet, essayist, philosopher, and short-
story writer, was profoundly interest-
ed in the ill-defined and shape-shift-
ing traditions 
of mysticism. 
However, pre-
vious studies 
of Borges have 
not focused 
on the writer’s 
close interest 
in mysticism 
and mystical 
texts, especial-
ly in Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

In a new book recently published by 
Peter Lang Books in England (available 
through Amazon), Borges, Swedenborg 
and Mysticism, William Rowlandson 
examines the relationship between 
Borges’s own recorded mystical experi-
ences and his appraisal of Swedenborg 
and other mystics. It asks the essential 
question of whether Borges was a mys-
tic by analyzing his writings, including 
short stories, essays, poems and inter-
views, alongside scholarly writings on 
mysticism by figures such as William 
James. 

The book locates Borges within the 
scholarship of mysticism by evaluating 
his many assertions and suggestions as 
to what is or is not a mystic and, in so 
doing, analyses the influence of James 
and Ralph Waldo Emerson on Borges’ 
reading of Swedenborg and mysticism. 
The author argues further that Swe-
denborg constitutes a far richer pres-
ence in Borges’ work than scholarship 
has hitherto acknowledged, and assess-
es the presence of Swedenborg in Borg-
es’ aesthetics, ethics and poetics. 

plant that will no doubt become a 
strong tree, growing from seeds that 
were planted in that country a long 
time ago. We were simply privileged to 
water them. Maintaining the historical 
perspective and leaning toward a deep-
er understanding, it is worthwhile to 
consider some of the historical events 
in the causal chain that led to what we 
were privileged to witness.

The efforts of Leopold Calleja, Jør-
gen Andersen, Dionisio De Lara Min-
guez, and Luis A. Baralt, who have 
long since passed on into the spiritual 
world, play an important part in the 
unfolding of our story. We might be 
familiar with the beloved Cuban Pa-
triot José Martí, if only by name. José 
Martí, by way of the American tran-
scendentalists Ralph Waldo Emerson 
and Walt Whitman—Emerson’s chap-
ter on Swedenborg, taken from his 
work Representative Men is the only 
portion of that work translated into 
Spanish—professed a deep respect for 
Swedenborg, calling him a mystic with 
an oceanic mind. In fact, it was more 
than just admiration that drew Mar-
tí to Swedenborg. As a poet, like Em-
erson, Whitman, Baudelaire, and Oc-
tavio Paz, Martí found an ethical har-
mony in Swedenborg’s doctrine of cor-
respondences to counter “the mecha-
nistic and divisive rationalism of the 
Enlightenment” that distressed him. 
This world view, an expression of a vi-
tal wholeness between the celestial and 
terrestrial realms, revealed to the imag-
ination and nourished by Swedenborg, 
remained central to Martí’s aesthetics 
and ethics.

Our experience in Cuba through-
out the many meetings and lectures, 
worship services, and baptisms can be 
considered in terms of three distinct 
yet inextricably intertwined “event ho-
rizons,” each of which has its own spe-
cial importance. I would label each of 
these event horizons as follows: 

1) Evangelical outreach (watering 
Continues next page
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take care of our health and well-being 
by measuring our involvement so as to 
avoid spending too much time in the 
bright light and risking getting burned 
out by overexposure. We must also en-
gage in ways that are safe for our own 
strength, endurance, and abilities. We 

Plan to join us for “Angels in the 
Garden,” this year’s West Coast 
Swedenborgian Retreat, to be 

held over 
the Me-
m o r i a l 
Day week-
end at the 
beaut i fu l 
St. Doro-
thy’s Rest 
R e t r e a t 
C e n t e r , 
nestled in 
the red-
wood hills 
of Sonoma County California. All 
are welcome to join us in a weekend 
of fun, relaxation, and Swedenborgian 
explorations.

The retreat is a great time to make 

Angels in the Garden
West Coast Memorial Day Retreat

new Swedenborgian friends and recon-
nect with old ones. St. Dorothy’s Rest 
is the perfect setting to unwind from 

w o r k- a - d a y 
stress and re-
connect with 
your spiritual 
side.

The pro-
gram includes
• Intere st ing 
and exciting 
workshops, in-
cluding “The 
Art of Angels” 
w it h  Prof . 

Devin Zuber, “The Seven Angels of 
Revelation” with Rev. Junchol Lee, 
and “Experiencing Angels” with 
Mareta Tafel

• Programs for children

West Coast Retreaters at Dorothy’s Rest

• Matins and vespers created and led 
by retreat participants

• Campfire gatherings with sing-
alongs and “s’mores”
There is plenty of time to relax, 

read, walk the forest paths, shop at the 
quaint boutiques in nearby Occidental, 
or have fun on the Russian River or at 
the Pacific Ocean.

The program starts with a light din-
ner on Friday, May 24, and ends after 
lunch on Monday, May 27, 2013.

Go to http://tinyurl.com/d989nlk 
for more information, including how 
to register. Once there click the “Fol-
low” button to keep up to date with the 
most recent retreat information.

The West Coast Swedenborgian Re-
treat is sponsored by the Pacific Coast 
Association and the San Francisco 
Swedenborgian Church. Additional 
support is provided by the Swedenbor-
gian House of Studies, Hillside Com-
munity Church, and In Company With 
Angels. 

From the President
Continued from page 27

seeds): uses for the church universal 
(teaching, relationship building, trans-
lations of the writings, baptisms).

2) Ecclesiastical/ecumenical con-
nections (opening doors): uses for the 
General Church in particular (interde-
nominational exchange, contact with 
the Cuban Council of Churches, con-
tact with the Ecumenical Theological 
Seminary).

3) Philosophical/political/cultural 
(social connections): uses for the na-
tion of Cuba (University of Havana—
Dr. Eusebio Leal Spengler; Centro de 
Estudios Martianos—Dr. Pedro Pablo 
Rodríguez López; unveiling Sweden-
borg’s hitherto unrecognized contribu-
tion to Cuban philosophical, political 
and cultural foundations).

For some reason, and maybe for rea-
sons that are altogether different than 

Continued from preceding page don’t want people to drown because 
they get in over their heads with no 
accompanying help at hand. It is best 
to play in the water with others rather 
than alone. Nor do we want to get too 
far out from the shore where we can’t 
get our feet on the ground and rest and 
reflect and evaluate how we are doing. 
But even with these concerns, playing 
the waves of the Lord’s Second Com-
ing and riding on the surfboard we call 
Convention is a quite a ride! 

By the way, perhaps you’ll under-
stand my choice of metaphors if you 
know that I’m writing this back in 
Maine, with a foot of snow and tem-
peratures topping out in the low twen-
ties, dreaming of the past week when I 
was out at Wayfarers Chapel in South-
ern California with sunny days in the 
seventies and the expanse of the Pacific 
Ocean as my daily view!

—Blessings, Rev. Ken

anything that has been said here, Prov-
idence has brought the Heavenly Doc-
trines and the New Church to the peo-
ple of Cuba. Whatever the reason, it’s 
a good one. 
David Simpson is a life-long student 
of Swedenborg who lives in Toronto, 
Canada with his wife and two children. 
He has dedicated himself to seeing 
Swedenborg’s writings made available 
in the Spanish speaking world.

http://tinyurl.com/d989nlk
http://www.sfswedenborgian.org
http://www.sfswedenborgian.org
http://shs.psr.edu
http://shs.psr.edu
http://hillsideswedenborg.org/
http://hillsideswedenborg.org/
http://www.incompanywithangels.org
http://www.incompanywithangels.org
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isters’ meetings beginning on Sunday, 
June 23. Opening ceremonies com-
mence on Wednesday evening, June 
26, followed by a reception. Along with 
the usual business sessions, there will 
be a full array of mini-courses, includ-
ing several offerings presented by the 
university, highlighting Alice Archer 
Sewall James and the “Urbana Move-
ment” and Rev. Dr. Dorthea Harvey, 
who was so influential in so many peo-
ple’s lives while she served as professor 
and chaplain there.

All are welcome at the annual con-
vention, but only registered delegates 
may vote. If you are thinking about 
attending the convention, make your 
plans early and inquire with your pas-
tor or association to get information 
about becoming a delegate and the 
possibility of partial funding.

Come to Urbana
Continued from page 25

By F. Robert Tafel

Eugene Taylor (obituary, page 
39) became connected with the 
Cambridge Church through 

Rev. Wilfred Gould Rice, who sup-
ported Eugene’s exposition of William 
James’s spiritual psychology and whose 
(Rice’s) interest in psychology and re-
ligion is what prompted the Sweden-
borgian Chaplaincy at Harvard to in-
augurate an annual memorial lecture 
on psychology and religion in his hon-
or on the Tuesday of Harvard’s Com-
mencement week.

Eugene had been lecturing at 
both the Swedenborg School of Reli-
gion (precursor of the Swedenborgian 
House of Studies) and Swedenborg 
Chapel since at least 1980. Rev. Gladys 
Wheaton cohosted Eugene’s lectures at 
the Chapel when she was on the scene 
as Rev. Rice’s assistant. 

When I began my ministry in 1982, 
Eugene began to formulate a strategy 
with me on how Swedenborg Chapel 
with myself as chaplain could become 
part of the United Ministry at Harvard. 
One purpose was to overcome possible 
speculation that Swedenborg Chapel 
might be a destructive religious society 
that the United Ministry was warning 
students about (the caveat being that 
members of the United Ministry could 
be presumed not to be). Eugene spoke 
at a fall meeting of the Massachu-
setts Association (I believe in 1985), in 
which he addressed the potential ap-
peal of Swedenborg to new audiences, 
one of which was college and univer-
sity communities. The Chapel sought 
grants from the Gray Fund as well as 
a three-year grant from the denomi-
nation, for the purpose of sponsoring 
lectures that would lead to developing 

a constituency at Harvard that would 
fulfill the United Ministry’s require-
ment for membership. Membership 
was attained in May of 1991, with Dr. 
Eugene Taylor as advisor to an under-
graduate Swedenborg Society of Har-
vard and myself as founding chaplain.

Swedenborg Chapel in Cambridge 
(Church of the New Jerusalem) was 
dedicated in June of 1901 with an 
express purpose being to establish a 
meaningful relationship with the sur-
rounding Harvard University commu-
nity. The founding pastor, Rev. Wil-
liam Wright, began this by being a 
Harvard College graduate, later grad-
uating from the Divinity School, and 
eventually receiving a Ph.D. from Har-
vard. Rev. Rice and many members of 
the Cambridge Society were also Har-
vard graduates. A stained glass window 
at the rear of the chapel is dedicated 
to a Harvard student. These informal 
connections, however, were fully real-
ized and made firm once the Chapel 
became part of the United Ministry. 
Eugene Taylor spearheaded and led the 
effort to realize this along with the So-
ciety officers and with the assistance 
of the Wesley N. Gray Fund and the 
General Council of General Conven-
tion. 
Rev. F. Robert Tafel is pastor emeritus of 
the Cambridge Society.

The Harvard Connection

The annual meeting, i.e. business 
sessions, as stipulated in the Consti-
tution of the Swedenborgian Church, 
shall receive reports, consider unfin-
ished business and new business, and 
hold elections.

The annual meeting and graduation 
ceremony of the Swedenborgian House 
of Studies (SHS, incorporated as the 
New Church Theological School) will 
occur on Thursday evening, followed 
by a reception hosted by SHS.

 There will be a short chapel ser-
vice each morning, this year present-
ed by our ministers who serve as chap-
lains. The major worship services are a 
memorial service, a service presented 
by the Swedenborgian Church Youth 
League (SCYL), an ordination service 
on Friday evening, and a formal com-
munion service on Saturday morning, 
with Rev. Jane Siebert giving the ser-
mon. A short closing service will take 
place on Sunday morning. 

He was finished with us. 

And now, if karma is to be be-
lieved, his soul has been released 
again, and maybe William James as 
transmitted through Eugene Taylor 
will take root again in another sensi-
tive soul, perhaps upon discovering 
the lectures “On Exceptional Mental 
States,” and lead to a new pilgrimage 
toward a spiritual pragmatism. 

You’re not finished, Gene, and 
we’re not finished with you.  

Passages
Continued from page 39

http://www.swedenborgchapel.com
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Passages

Birth
Int roduc-
ing Con-
nor Scott 
R obbi n s , 
born Feb-
rua r y  9, 
2013, 6lbs 
12.6 oz, 19 
inches long, 
13 inch cra-
nium and in perfect health! He will be 
baptized at Wayfarer’s Chapel like his 
sisters, Rylie and Teagan. Mother Jen-
na and father Michael are members 
of the Puget Sound Swedenborgian 
Church.

Deaths
Louis F. Baum passed from this life 
to the next on December 14, 2012. He 
was the treasurer of the New Church 
of the Southwest Desert. Louis was a 
counselor and coach in northern Cal-
ifornia before relocating to Bayard, 
New Mexico. He was the mayor pro 
tem and a business owner. He will be 
greatly missed.

Our long-time, faithful church mem-
ber Mary Crenshaw entered the spiri-
tual world peacefully in her sleep on 
Tuesday night, January 29th. She was 
a beloved member of the Royal Oak 
Church of the Holy City, served our 
denomination in many useful capaci-
ties, and lived near her daughter, Terri, 
and two grandsons, Nelson and Clark, 
in California at the time of her pass-
ing. We keep her daughters Terri and 
Renee in our prayers, as well as her 
grandsons. A memorial service will be 
held in her hometown in Tennessee on 
Thursday, February 7, as well as a me-
morial during Almont Summer School 
in the chapel, Rev. Renee Machiniak 
officiating.

Dr. Eugene Taylor died January 30, 
2013, at the age of 66, with his children, 
Guy and Lilly, in attendance. He was 
a longtime member of the Cambridge 
Society of the New Jerusalem, serving 
on the executive committee there and 
at the Massachusetts Association of the 
New Jerusalem. He had given the An-
nual Rice Memorial Lecture on Psy-
chology and Religion, always connect-
ing his subjects to Swedenborg’s ideas 
and Swedenborgian influences on fig-
ures and movements in psychology—
particularly William James—at Swe-
denborg Chapel in Cambridge for over 
thirty years. The lectures were always 
lively, informative, provocative, sur-
prising, and entertaining.

While attending Harvard Divinity 
School, Taylor discovered unpublished 
notes for a series of all but 
forgotten lectures that 
William James had deliv-
ered in 1896 at Harvard’s 
annual Lowell Lectures: 
“On Exceptional Men-
tal States.” He identified 
the very books James had 
used to write the lectures 
(they had been dispersed 
in the Harvard librar-
ies after James had be-
queathed them to Harvard) and went 
through all the markings and notes in 
the books to reconstruct those lectures. 
He published the reconstructed Lowell 
Lectures and then, in 1978–79, deliv-
ered them at Swedenborg Chapel. (See 
“Harvard and Swedenborg,” page 38.)

Taylor was a leading figure in the ex-
istential/humanist psychology world, 
a prominent historian of psychology, 
and the author of many books, in-
cluding Shadow Culture: Psychology 
and Spirituality in America; The Mys-
tery of Personality: A History of Psycho-
dynamic Theories; and William James 
on Consciousness Beyond the Margins. 
He was a research historian and lec-
turer at Harvard Medical School, the 
curator of Gordon Allport’s papers, on 

the executive faculty of Saybrook Uni-
versity in San Francisco, and an inter-
nationally renowned scholar on the 
work of William James. He founded 
the Cambridge Institute of Psychol-
ogy and Religion, was a board mem-
ber of the Philemon Foundation, and a 
founding member of The New Existen-
tialists. He held degrees from South-
ern Methodist University, Harvard Di-
vinity School, and Boston University 
(Ph.D. in the History and Philosophy 
of Psychology).

His interest in humanistic psychol-
ogy, spirituality, and Eastern religions 
developed into a scholarly interest in 
the study of consciousness itself, which 
he placed at the center of the psycho-
logical experience. Psychology, he em-
phasized, is a “person-centered sci-

ence,” in which the sub-
jective experiences of ev-
eryone involved are at 
the center of best prac-
tice. He held that there is 
no empirical way to study 
consciousness without 
involving radical subjec-
tivity. To take that sub-
jectivity into account as 
central to understanding 
rather than futilely trying 

to dismiss it was, he said, the essence of 
good science. “There is no science any-
where that does not involve someone’s 
personal consciousness somewhere,” he 
wrote.

His friend Dr. Nassir Ghaemi1, in a 
Psychology Today blog, related the fol-
lowing encounter with Eugene: 

“I’m finished, thank you,” he said 
to me and his close friend, psychol-
ogist Ed Mendelowitz, in his final 
days. “I’m finished, thank you,” he 
repeated. I put down a glass of wa-
ter. He was finished with the water. 

1  Dr. Nassir Ghaemi, “Eugene Taylor in 
Memoriam: The Karma of William James” 
(http://www.psychologytoday.com)

Continued on page 38

http://www.psychologytoday.com
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/mood-swings/201302/eugene-taylor-in-memoriam-the-karma-william-james
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/mood-swings/201302/eugene-taylor-in-memoriam-the-karma-william-james
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/mood-swings/201302/eugene-taylor-in-memoriam-the-karma-william-james
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0691151148/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0691151148&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0691151148/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0691151148&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1582430802/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1582430802&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1582430802/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1582430802&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0387981039/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0387981039&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0387981039/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0387981039&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0387981039/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0387981039&linkCode=as2&tag=wwwswedenboro-20
http://www.newchurchswdesert.com/
http://www.newchurchswdesert.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/churchhc/
https://sites.google.com/site/churchhc/
http://www.almontretreats.com
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About the 
Swedenborgian Church

 Emanuel Swedenborg was 
born January 29, 1688, in Stock-
holm, Sweden. Although he nev-
er intended a church denomi-
nation to be founded or named 
after him, a society was formed 
in London fifteen years after his 
death. 

American groups eventually 
founded the General Convention 
of Swedenborgian Churches. As 
a result of Swedenborg’s spiritu-
al questionings and insights, we 
as a church exist to encourage 
that same spirit of inquiry and 
personal growth, to respect dif-
ferences in views, and to accept 
others who may have different 
traditions. 

Swedenborg shared in his theo-
logical writings a view of God as 
infinitely loving and at the very 
center of our beings, a view of 
life as a spiritual birthing as we 
participate in our own creation, 
and a view of scripture as a sto-
ry of inner life stages as we learn 
and grow. Swedenborg said, “All 
religion relates to life, and the 
life of religion is to do good.” He 
also felt that the sincerest form 
of worship is a useful life.

The Swedenborgian Church of 
North America
11 Highland Avenue
Newtonville, MA 02460

Address Service Requested

Thank You for Your 2013 Pledges
We thank all of you who participated in our 2013 pledge drive. We have received 

eighty-five percent of our goal for the year with pledges, other contributions, and 
two new grants. It is not too late to donate to the 2013 budget. To make a contribu-
tion, visit our Collections Plate page at swedenborgiancommunity.org.

New Chat Program Times in March 
Beginning in March, our Thursday chats will transpire from 9–10 PM Eastern 

and 6–7 PM Pacific (one hour instead of two). This will give us time to offer some 
new programs.
1st Thursday: discussion of a portion of Heaven and Hell 
2nd Thursday: a mini mini-course on a Swedenborgian concept 
3rd Thursday: 

• 8–9 PM (5–6 Pacific): for anyone who has joined in the previous six months—
getting to know the community 

• 9–10 PM (6–7 Pacific): for anyone—discuss the worship theme of the month 
4th Thursday: The Unconventional Convention Church—we’ll invite guests to 

help us explore new and potential styles of worship and spiritual renewal. 
Sunday live prayer service: 9– 9:30 PM Eastern (5–5:30 Pacific)
Sunday Coffee Hour: 9:30–10:30 PM Eastern (5:30–6:30 Pacific)

Non-Traditional Convention Ministries
We are striving to become a central online hub for other non-traditional General 

Convention (Swedenborgian Church) ministries—ministries that are not centered 
in sanctuaries with formal worship services. Many, but not all of these ministries, 
involve the Internet in some way. How are these currently working? How will Swe-
denborgians worship in the years ahead? What forms of “church” might we create? 
We’ll explore these topics in the 4th Thursday chat each week and invite people in-
volved in other non-traditional or alternative ministries to share their experiences 
with us. 

News from the Online Community: 
SwedenborgCommunity.org

https://secure8.nm-secure.com/swedenborgiancommunity/content.cfm?id=232
http://www.swedenborgiancommunity.org
http://www.swedenborgiancommunity.org/files/swedenborg_books/swedenborg_foundation_heaven_and_hell_a.pdf



