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EiImwood Bids Farewell to Historic Home

Plans Future in New Home

in another era, when it
was the hub of activity

BY HERB ZIEGLER

On November 7,
2010, at 2 PM, the fi-
nal service at the Elm-
wood New Church be-
gan to unfold. After 156
years, the building had
reached the end of its
useful life, but the soci-
ety that worshiped there
had not; the members
were sad to lose a build-
ing that had been such an integral part
of their lives, their history, and their
community, but they bore witness to
their determination to continue to
worship together.

Over the past several years it be-
came apparent to the society that the
building was structurally unsound and
would require structural repairs beyond
their ability to pay. Also, it was clear to
them that the church had been built

for a vibrant neighbor-
hood. The neighbor-
hood included a post
office, a firehouse, and
a shoe factory; people
did not go far to work,
shop, or worship be-
fore the widespread use
of automobiles. Today,
the church is too large,
too difficult to heat, too
expensive to maintain,
and a constant worry.

There are specific permits and ap-
provals required to demolish an his-
toric structure, which the Elmwood
Church has been designated as. Elm-
wood is a neighborhood of the town
of East Bridgewater, whose Histori-
cal Commission may impose a 120-
day waiting period on the demoli-
tion, during which the congregation is
charged with looking for a buyer who

The nave of the Eimwood New Church was filled to overflowing with members, friends, and wII—wishers as Rev. Donna Keane led

will preserve the building. Failing to
find one, the congregation can proceed
with demolition due to demonstrated

hardship.

The congregation plans to build a
new church on the same site, fund-
ing the demolition and construction
with funds obtained from selling near-
by property to a developer for seven
new home sites. The Historical Com-
mission is involved in this transaction
as well because there is a rock on the
property inscribed by the Rev. Tim-
othy Otis Paine, second minister of
the Elmwood New Church, with his
thoughts on hearing of the Second
Battle of Bull Run in 1862. It says in
part, “This rock I visited so oft I wish
may here remain.” The commission is
working with the developer to see that
the rock is undisturbed during and af-
ter construction.

A spirit of community pervaded as
the nave filled with members, neigh-

continues on page 145

the final worship service and invited congregants to share their memories and feelings about the society’s home of 156 years.
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Guest Editorial

Happy Holy Days

BY ERIC HOFFMAN

uring a

time of the

year when
we may be called
upon to participate
in circumstances
that are beyond our
control, from which
there seems to be lit-
tle chance of escape, I would like to be-

stow upon you—as if it were within my
power to do so—the gift of choice.

The circumstances 'm speaking of
are the big end-of-the-year holidays—
Thanksgiving and Christmas. For the
record, I thoroughly enjoy both, but
have also noticed that mandatory cel-
ebrations can easily be focal points for
resentment. Who among us has not
lamented at one time or another that
Christmas has become too commer-
cial? How many people feel stress about
large family gatherings? How many see
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the holidays as times when there is sim-
ply too much to do?

I've been reading about the history of
our favorite holidays. Did you realize that
the first Thanksgiving feast, in Plymouth
in 1621, serving ninety-one Indians and
fifty-six European settlers, was prepared
by four women and two teenage girls?
They would have had more help, but thir-
teen women in the colony had died the
previous winter from hunger and disease.
Christmas, as it turns out, was considered
sinful in the two centuries following Jesus’
life and was only accepted by the Church
because they needed something to coun-
teract a winter festival celebrated by a ri-
val religion. It should come as no surprise
that December twenty-fifth probably isn’t
the actual date of Jesus’ birth. A more like-
ly time is in the spring, since that was the
only time during the year when shepherds
watched their flocks by night (it was the
lambing season). There are all sorts of oth-
er details I could mention — the history of
both of these holidays and their associated
traditions is fascinating—but I think the
most relevant fact about both of them is
that their timing isn’t accurate. What they
seek to commemorate didn’t actually hap-
pen on the dates we commemorate them

Here’s where the gift of choice comes in.
The word “holiday” is derived from “holy
day” (the Middle English baligdaeg). From
a Swedenborgian point of view, everything
is holy that receives and expresses the Di-
vine. Doesn’t that pretty much describe
every day? Every day is holy if we simply
open our eyes and hearts to see it. Days
like Thanksgiving Day and Christmas are
indeed “holy days”, like all the rest, but our
ancestors have chosen these days to cele-
brate specific aspects of what make all days
holy, namely, the importance of gratitude
in one’s spiritual life and the Divine Pres-
ence that responds to our spiritual needs in

continues on page 148

Church Calendar

December 27-30: SCYL Winter
Retreat, Almont, Michigan

June 29-July 3, 2011: Annual

Convention, Cincinnati

December 2010

Letters to the Editor

Religion and Politics
To the Editor:

Thanks for your thoughts re: the
complexities of religion and politics in
the October issue of 7he Messenger. 1
am grateful for the opportunity to have
worked for some years with the Reli-
gious Liberty Committee, affiliated
with the National Council of Church-
es. It was there that I learned the some-
what paradoxical truth that the actu-
al purpose of the separation of church
and state is to promote a healthy re-
lationship between religion and poli-
tics—something that is not possible
in either an atheistic or theocratic sys-
tem. It is precisely the “separation” be-

confinues on page 154
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Letter
from the
President

Dear Friends,

I am looking to the
rapidly approaching end
of the month of October,
marked by Halloween. As
a child it was one of my favorite holidays! As an
adult it has become one of my least favorite hol-
idays. What was once seen as an special oppor-
tunity to dress up in a fun costume and venture
out into the darkness of night, knocking on doors
at strange houses and experiencing the fun and
laughter of reactions to our temporary identities as
pirates, pumpkins, cowboys, funny witches, and
Casper-like ghosts and returning home with a bag
of candy has now become an ordeal of opening
my door to a stream of horrors each one attempt-
ing to outdo the other in ghoulish grotesqueness
and graphic gore. Some of the little ones are still
cute as buttons but the ones that are taller than me
and hold out the bag or even reach out and grab a
handful of candy without even bothering to offer
a “Trick or Treat!” have begun to try my patience.
And T really didn’t like the feeling of seeing that
candy bowl getting empty and the door bell con-
tinuing to ring. Maybe I'm just getting old and
grumpy but it is amazing how time and transfor-
mation will change the way you see things!

As a seminary student I loved living at SSR
(Swedenborg School of Religion) with the oth-
ers of my class. And while I griped about home-
work along with everyone else, still I truly loved
the work of learning, personal regeneration, and
the life-changing commitment that was part and
parcel of becoming a minister. I loved the student
chapels in the morning, the small classes that were
sometimes boring and sometimes truly inspira-
tional! I loved the long hours of homework, the

Frisbee games in the yard, working as a security
guard from 11 PM to 7 AM and driving back to
school giddy with exhaustion and desperately at-
tempting not to fall asleep in class. I think I actu-
ally learned to sleep with my eyes open back then!
And then the honor and thrill of ordination and
the experience of landing and beginning my first
position as an ordained minister.

Of course in those days, the Augmentation
Fund covered the entire cost of my seminary edu-
cation after five years of work within the denom-
ination, and I had no real worries about a salary
because even though the churches were small and
could not afford to pay my salary, again The Aug-
mentation Fund was always there to kick in and
keep me above the poverty line.

How things have changed. Now our newly
ordained ministers enter their professional lives
with as much as $80,000 in debt hanging over
the heads—and no relief from the Augmenta-
tion Fund after five years. Now, our churches are
still small and struggle to pay a decent salary, and
the Augmentation Fund, that once inexhaustible
source of financial security, is struggling to meet
the requests of all the churches that still need help
to keep their ministers above the poverty line. For
years I saw things as the minister standing at the
door expecting to be given help from the fund.
Now I see things from the perspective of the ones
who do the giving. It is disturbingly like the end
of Halloween evening when the bowl of candy is
nearing empty but the kids keep ringing the door-
bell holding out their bags with expectant eyes.

It is amazing how time and transformation will
change the way you see things. I now understand
why in the nineties MINSU (the Ministry Sup-
port Unit) began to institute a sun-setting policy
on grants to churches and ministers. It seemed so
unfair and created so much pressure as a minister
back then. But now, sitting on those committees
in the new century, I understand why we can only
offer one year grants with increasingly stringent
requirements to continue qualifying for the next

confinues on page 147
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Reflections on the Price of Freedom
A Critical Review of Three Writers on Hell

BY ERNEST O. MARTIN

s a fifth-
genera-
ion Swe-

denborgian active
in the ministry
of the Sweden-
borgian Church
for almost sixty
years, I have had
a strong ongoing

interest in Swe-

denborg’s teaching about heaven, hell,
and divine providence. In sermons, ar-
ticles, and lectures, I have focused on
these themes, and have not limited my-
self to what Swedenborg said. For ex-
ample, in studying life beyond death,
I am reviewing the Ingersoll lectures
on immortality given at Harvard each
year since 1896, and have made a se-
rious study of mysticism through the
ages.

As a practical mystic, I want to know
what contributions Swedenborgianism
can make to religious and philosoph-
ic thought today. I was intrigued in
1988 to read Heaven—A History by
McDannell and Lang, which included
a forty-six-page chapter on “Sweden-
borg and the Emergence of a Modern
Heaven.” The Swedenborg Foundation
was so impressed by this treatment that
they asked Bernhard Lang to write the
introduction to the New Century Edi-
tion of Heaven and Hell.

Although Lang’s treatment of Swe-
denborg was essentially fair, he did
conclude that

the modern heaven—exempli-
fied by the visions of Swedenborg,
the writings of Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps, and Mormon theology—
has become the minority perspec-
tive during the twentieth centu-
ry. Rich and detailed accounts of
the afterlife, accepted in the nine-

teenth century, are labeled as ab-

surd, crude, materialistic, or sheer

nonsense.

At the memorial service for Princess
Diana, telecast to more than a billion
people around the world, not one word
was said by Anglican clergy about any
hope for eternal life. Christian me-
morial services are criticized today for
their informal celebration of the de-
ceased, and no recognition of a transi-
tion to a spiritual realm.

If talk about heaven is going out of
style, what about any recognition of
the reality of hell? I was startled some
years ago to read the headline: “Hell
outlawed in Norway.” Before moving
my family to that Scandinavian land, I
read further, and found that the Nor-
wegian Parliament had voted to out-
law belief in hell, as irrelevant in to-

. . . fo what extent are we
responsible for making
choices that will lead to
eternity in heaven rather
than hell?

day’s world.

Popular polls still indicate that
most people believe in some kind of
existence after death, but fewer are in-
clined to believe in hell. This doesn’t
seem to be true of Swedenborgians,
however. The three books chosen for
review give considerable attention to
evil and hell, and all have been writ-
ten within the last ten years. Bruce
Henderson and George Dole focus on
freedom and evil, while Andrew Dole

tackles the question of “the eternity of
the hells.”

All three writers acknowledge the
primacy of free will. George Dole writes
in his book Freedom & Evil: a Pilgrim’s
Guide to Hell (Chrysalis Books, The

Swedenborg Foundation),

December 2010

From a practical point of view
.. . our society depends on a tacit
agreement that we are free moral
agents and that it is, therefore, rea-
sonable for us to hold each other
accountable for our actions.

Limitations of Freedom

In much Swedenborgian writing, it
is assumed that this freedom is abso-

lute. Near the end of Freedom ¢ Evil

George Dole writes,

The limits to our freedom, how-
ever, are obvious. I cannot do just
anything I feel like doing. There
are limits to my physical strength,
limits to my knowledge, limits to
my intelligence, limits to my deter-
mination. From one point of view,

I am really a very small person in a

very big universe. I cannot under-

stand most of the languages of our
planet, do not know most of its in-
habitants, have not read most of its
books, have not seen most of its cit-
ies, and have not tasted most of its
food; and there is no possible way
that I can. In fact, I am obliged to

select, to choose. (p 171)

I am convinced that our freedom
is extremely limited, and our rational-
ity even more so. Given the limitations
imposed by heredity, environment,
intelligence, addictions, poor educa-
tion, social and economic factors, poor
judgment, etc., to what extent are we
responsible for making choices that
will lead to eternity in heaven rather
than hell? And how capable are we of
making wise decisions, for Swedenborg
said, “wisdom is the eye of love.”

Referring to the work of scholar
John Hick, Andrew Dole says in his
essay “Freedom, Evil, and the Problem
of Hell” in Essays in Honor of George
Dole’s Contribution to Swedenborgian
Thought (Edited by James Lawrence,
Studia Swedenborgiana),

confinues on page 152
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The Board of Trustees of the Swe-
denborgian House of Studies (SHS)
held its fall meeting in Berkeley Oc-
tober 22-23.

Dean Jim Lawrence reported to
the Board that the work initiated by
the academic committee has resulted

in decisions around the faculty, the li-
brary, and SHS offices.

Dean Lawrence was pleased to an-
nounce that SHS has signed a contract
with its new faculty member, Devin
Zuber (announced at the annual con-
vention in St. Paul) who will assume
his position in January, 2011. Rebecca
Kline Esterson has been offered a po-
sition as scholar in training pending
her acceptance and matriculation in a

145
SHS Board Implements Changes at Fall Meeting

Ph.D. program.

After several years of discussion by
the Board and planning by the dean
about reducing library costs and di-
recting more resources to faculty and
faculty development, implementation
of a plan has begun. The Rev. Jane Sie-
bert, chair of the Board and the dean
concluded negotiations with the Pacif-
ic School Religion (PSR) resulting in a
reduction of rent for library space from
$60,000 per year to $0 per year in rec-
ognition of the value to PSR of another
SHS faculty member. The library space
will be reduced by half, but after some
deascensioning of some books unre-
lated to Swedenborg and Swedenbor-
gianism, the space will make the core

collection easily accessible. Sadly, the
SHS librarian, Michael Yockey, who
has done an outstanding job since the
library was moved to SHS will be let
go in December. The rational for this
move is that the collection is large-
ly cataloged now, and the library is
overstaffed, as few students are on the
PSR campus and a few hundred books
are checked out each year. Other ar-
rangements will be made for students
to access books that students take out
The question was asked: who is going
to handle details for book borrowing
once we no longer have our own librar-
ian? It was acknowledged that there are
still details to be worked out—there
is a need for help on a part-time lev-

Elmwood Church

continued from page 141

bors, friends, and fellow Swedenbor-
gians. The service opened with Dick
Campbell, the longtime soloist, sing-
ing his stunning rendition of “The
Lord’s Prayer,” After the liturgy, Rev.
Donna Keane welcomed everyone and
announced that on this historic oc-
casion, the sermon would be replaced
by words from the congregants. Those
who were moved to do so stood up
and spoke of their connections to the
church, its meaning in their lives, and
their feelings on the loss of the build-
ing. As more people spoke, the inter-
laced connections of those present, de-
parted relatives, ancestors, neighbors,
and the life of the village and town
gradually emerged. President of the
Swedenborgian Church Rev. Ken Tur-
ley, whose first pulpit was Elmwood,
and his wife Laurie Turley spoke, as
did Rev. Jonathan Mitchell, a minis-
ter at the Wayfarers Chapel in Califor-
nia, an Elmwood native who had be-
gun his Swedenborgian journey at this

church.

The service concluded with a proces-
sion of flags removed from the chancel
for safekeeping until their new home
is built, the American and Christian
flags, and the children’s banner.

A bittersweet feeling pervaded the
body as it exited the sanctuary for the
last time. Many paused for a last look
at the beautiful room with its long,
curved pews, tall stained glass win-
dows, simple yet elegant altar, and per-
fect proportions.

At a crowded reception in the down-
stairs hall, friendliness and good cheer
transpired amidst a small feast of treats
prepared by the stalwart women of the
society.

The society looks expectantly to-
ward the future as it moves services to
the nearby Methodist Church. They
have begun preliminary plans for the
new structure. It will contain a worship
space with more flexible seating, a fel-
lowship hall and Sunday school space,
an office, and a kitchen; it will be built
to be handicapped accessible, energy

efficient, green, and easy to maintain.
A strong reminder of the old structure
will be present both physically and au-
rally—the pipe organ, which will be
put in storage in the meantime, and
then reconditioned for its new home.
Like the phoenix, the congregation
will emerge with their new home from

the ashes of the old. &
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Book Review

December 2010

Swedenborg, Mesmer, and the Mind/Body Connection

BY EUGENE TAYLOR

J. S. Haller, Swedenborg, Mesmer,
and the Mind/Body Connection: The
Roots of Complementary Medicine.
West Chester: Swedenborg Founda-
tion, 2010.

wedenborgians will want to read

this book for three reasons: it is

mostly about Swedenborg; it is
well-written and well researched; and,
despite the fact that the final chapter
on the New Age is both misnamed and
a little light, it raises several philosoph-
ical questions that Swedenborgians to-
day might find worth considering.

The opening chapter beyond the
introduction examines the work of
Emanuel Swedenborg as an eighteenth
century scientist and interpreter of re-
vealed religion, and the next chapter
examines the ideas of one of Sweden-
borg’s contemporaries, Franz Anton
Mesmer, physician, healer, and pro-
mulgator of methods of trance induc-
tion. At the same time, the author is
weaving a larger picture of the rela-
tion between mind and body over the
historical period of their two systems,
thus linking the discussion to the pres-
ent age, although a detailed look at
modernism turns out not to be the pri-
mary focus of the book.

The chapter on Swedenborg is rich
with biographical facts set in their his-
torical context and punctuated by clear
explanations of Swedenborg’s psycho-
spiritual philosophy, itself set in the
context of the Christian scheme of sal-
vation. The author summarizes, how-
ever, important differences between
Swedenborg writings and received
Christian teachings. On small matters
of doctrine, for instance, Swedenborg
did not argue in favor of the Trinity.
But on the larger issues, the most im-
portant distinction was Swedenborg’s
articulation of the five ages of the spir-

itual church, by which he also meant
the five spiritual ages of humanity, cul-
minating in The New Church.

The first of these was The Most An-
cient Church, beginning with the time
of Adam and Eve and originally consti-
tuted by communication with the Lord
through influx. Nevertheless, men and
women were eventually consumed by
evils and falsities, however. This pe-
riod ends with Noah and the Flood.
Second was The An-
cient Church, the
post-flood peri-
od after the previ-
ous age of sins had
been washed away.
But due to its own
transgressions that
built over time, this
church was also destroyed by its own
means. This era ends and ushers in the
era of The Jewish Church, the time of
the Old Testament, which commenc-
es with the Ten Commandments. The
Jewish Church was then superseded
by The Christian Church; commenc-
ing with the assemblage of the Apostles
and the crucifixion and resurrection of
Jesus. The Christian Church effective-
ly ends in 1757 with Swedenborg’s vi-
sion of The New Church, which was
the Last Judgement, the descent of the
Holy City onto Earth, made known to
the world through his writings. This
was a falling away of the denomina-
tions and depicted as the transforma-
tion of world Christianity, meaning
the generic experience of higher spiri-
tual consciousness.

The Author places no great empha-
sis on such ideas as the seven days of
creation being not a literal progres-
sion of time and events over a week,
but rather a symbolic rendering of the
seven stages of an individual’s spiritu-

al regeneration evolving toward higher
states of consciousness. Meanwhile, his
rendering of the New Church, revealed
to Swedenborg in 1757, does lay out a
tremendously hopeful agenda for the
Christian faith contributing to the out-
come of our own present era, enjoining
us toward, not Swedenborg, nor even
Christianity, but toward the more ge-
neric spiritual self-actualization of all
humanity.

I I aller’s text remains largely fo-

cused on the history and connec-
tion of spiritual movements. Haler’s hy-
pothesis is that Swedenborg and Mes-
mer represented competing systems of
equal power, Swedenborg from a spir-
itual perspective and Mesmer from a
secular point of view. It was only natu-
ral therefore that the two forces would
eventually merge at certain key points.
He begins with Swedenborgianism,
then turns to Mesmerism. He intro-
duces phrenology, before moving the
discussion to phrenomagnetism. Mag-
netism and homeopathy lead to Swe-
denborgian homeopathy, and then on
to the influence of hypnosis on oste-
opathy and chiropractic. He ends with
what he calls New Age theories of heal-
ing, a term made popular by 7he New
York Times to differentiate what the
editors hoped were their readers—al-
legedly normal Americans—from the
drug crazed spiritual gyrations of the
American psychotherapeutic coun-
ter-culture. The analysis at this point
is the least focused, the shortest from
the standpoint of earlier sections of the
book, with the least emphasis on Swe-
denborg, except for a few iconoclastic
lines at the end.
We may also quibble with a few mi-
nor points. The author acknowledges
the Baltimore New Church Society’s

continues next page
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Bridge Book Awards for
New Book Proposals

s a collaborative effort to gen-
erate dynamic book proposals
and publications from aspir-

ing authors, the General Church of the
New Jerusalem and the Swedenborg
Foundation have announced a new
competition called the Bridge Book
Awards. The author of the winning
proposal in each category will receive a
cash award of $1,500, be honored at an
awards ceremony, and be guaranteed a
review by the Swedenborg Foundation
Press editorial board, with the possibil-
ity of publication. Three runners-up in
each category will also receive a cash
award of $500 each and the possibili-
ty of review for publication. The dead-
line for proposal submission is Febru-
ary 1, 2011.

This first annual contest for the
Bridge Book Awards will seek book
proposals in four categories. Although
the categories are specific, the types
of book within each category are not.

Genres and formats as varied as inspi-

rational gift books, guidebooks, schol-

arly research, illustrated books, and

both fiction and nonfiction will be

considered. The categories are

* The Afterlife: (understanding con-
cepts of heaven and hell, and how
these impact our life and death)

* Living a Spiritual Life: (focusing
on spiritual practice, relationships,
marriage, and the workplace)

* Biblical Commentary from a Swe-
denborgian/New Church Perspec-
tive: (illuminating Bible stories from
knowledge of the internal sense)

* Swedenborg for Dummies: (explain-
ing key theological concepts in an
accessible and relevant way)

Because of the growing interest in
the works of Emanuel Swedenborg and
a growing student body at the Bryn
Athyn College, whose curriculum is
based on Swedenborg’s theology, the

continued from preceding page

discussions of Abercrombie on Mes-
mer’s ideas in the 1790, yet in a later
chapter also succumbs to the standard
interpretation that Poyen introduced
animal magnetism into New England
in 1837. The author does acknowledge
the connection between Swedeorgian-
ism and homeopathy, but he does not
credit Swedenborgians as the first to
introduce homeopathy into the US in
1825, as asserted by Marguerita Block’s
New Church in the New World.

There is also a positive side to the
work. As Haller pointed out, where
Swedenborg’s’s teachings differed
from traditional Christianity they also
served as a bridge between science and
religion, a relevant clue for the present

age. He also maintained that the role
of Swedenborgians was to be able to
articulate the difference between the
Christian Church, especially the fail-
ings of the institutional church to pro-
vide meaning in people’s lives today,
and the New Church, which carries
the message of where the denomina-
tions should be going in the future—
to a collective spiritual realization of
humanity beyond the parochial, more
narrow, and denominational defini-
tions of institutional religion.

My conclusion is that Haller’s book
is eminently worth reading. e
Eugene Taylor, Ph.D. is vice-president of
the Massachusetts Association of New

Churches and a member of the Cam-
bridge Society.

Foundation and the General Church
are eager to publish books that are rel-
evant, accessible, and theologically
sound. All proposals are valued, and
varied perspectives are welcomed. The
final selections will be based on a com-
bination of potential usefulness to new
readers of Swedenborg, creative inter-
pretation, quality writing, and contem-
porary relevance.

For further information about the
contest and awards, go to www.swe-
denborg.com or www.newchurch.
org. Forms for submitting proposals
are available in downloadable form at
http://www.swedenborg.com/down-
loads/BridgeBooks.pdf. You can also
request proposal forms from Kristine
Medley at 267-502-4901 or Kristine.
Medley@newchurch.org.

If there is interest, there may be a
proposal writing workshop to assist
interested participants at Bryn Athyn
College in early December. Contact
Kristine Medley or check the websites
for further information.. #

From the President
continued from page 143
year’s grant. Times have changed and
so has my perspective. Halloween is
not going away any time soon. But nei-
ther are we. We just have to find new
ways of approaching things. We have
to get creative. We have to be willing to
change our conception of how things
are done. We have to dig a little deep-
er in terms of our time, energy, and, of
course, our financial contributions to
the churches and ministries that we are
part of. We need to open our doors and
open our hearts and open our minds.
But, of course, this is something we all
know well. It is now time to put into
practice what we know in theory.

But really this is nothing more than
a call to put our faith, our love of God,

continues on page 148
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The 2010 SCYL Almont Survivor
Teen Winter Retreat

an understanding that everything
has a use, and this must certain-
ly include the huge period of time we
all spend during our lives asleep. Yes,
it’s a time for resting our bodies but it
is not a time of inactivity, it’s a time

In Swedenborgian theology there is

spent dreaming! Emanuel Swedenborg
himself understood the importance of
dreams. His spiritual awakening be-
gan with a deliberate attempt to un-
derstand his own dreams.

Swedenborgians believe that we are
all angels clothed in a physical body.

About SCYL Retreats

The SCYL is the Swedenborgian Church Youth League. Our retreats
are open to teenagers ages 13—18 of all faiths and beliefs. At our retreats we
offer sessions on life skills and spiritual matters based on the principles of
the Swedenborgian Church. We offer a safe, secure and inclusive environ-
ment to discuss and share relevant and meaningful ideas and challenges
facing teens. We work, play and learn together as a community. We have
fun! Those of you teens and parents new to SCYL retreats, please don’t
hesitate to contact Youth Director, Kurt Fekete with any and all questions
and concerns (email kfekete@hotmail.com or call Kurt at: 802-345-0169).
Kurt will answer your questions or, if appropriate, put you in contact with
a League teen officer in your region to help give you as much information
and encouragement as you need!

The cost of this retreat is $60. But please do not let finances get in the
way of attending! There are scholarship funds available for help with teen
travel and the cost of attendance. If you need financial help to attend con-
tact Kurt and we can easily and confidentially help to cover costs. We want

to make sure that all teens interested in coming to the retreat get there!
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December 27-30
Almont Retreat Center,
Berlin, Michigan

Our faith also teaches us that angels in
the spiritual world (and unfortunate-
ly demons as well) are constantly at
work in our lives. Heavenly and hellish
forces communicate with us not only
through our dreams. Each and every
moment of our lives they send us mes-
sages, try to influence our choices and
continually strive to sway us to travel
down the path they want us to go.

What can our dreams teach us? Why
do we have nightmares? How much
control do we have over our thoughts?
Can we listen more closely and actually
hear the whisperings of angels?

Come join us for this last SCYL
retreat for 2010. Let’s explore togeth-
er the spiritual aspect of dreams and
discuss how angels converse with us.
Bring your ques-
tions, bring your
dreams, and bring
a friend! I can’t
wait to see you

there!
—Kurt Fekete,

SCYL director

Happy Holy Days

continued from page 142
subtle but miraculous ways.

Neither Christmas Day nor Thanksgiv-
ing Day is instituted in the Bible. The un-
derlying spirit of each, however, is. Each
is an essential part of living mindfully
and we can choose to acknowledge them
on any holy day of our choosing. Given
that, it’s also kind of nice to have specific
holy days on which we may celebrate these
things together, but if we can’t celebrate
them on any day, then having one specific
day upon which we are expected to cele-
brate them doesn’t seem all that helpful. I
prefer to view December twenty-fifth and
the fourth Thursday in November as ded-
icated invitations to celebrate what I am

capable of celebrating at any other time
in my life. In that light, I wish all of you
“Happy Holy Days” and hope that there
are quite a few of them.

Incidentally, I don’t mean to burst any
bubbles, but New Year’s Day is pretty ar-
bitrary, too. It’s unlikely that the Big Bang
happened on January First; it doesn’t ac-
tually mark the start of anything in nature
or history. Even so, enjoy all of your holy
days in the most meaningful way you can

choose. &

The Rev. Eric Hoffman is pastor of the
Virginia Street Church.

Reprinted from the November-Decem-
ber 2010 Correspondences: The Virginia
Street Church Newsletter,

From the President

continued from page 147

and our love of neighbors to work in our
lives and in our churches. It is spiritu-
al regeneration at the denominational
level. And as we know as individuals, it
is often hard and painful and difficul,
but we also know that it is the things
that challenge us the most that result
in the greatest rewards. As we keep our
focus and our efforts centered on serv-
ing the Lord’s Second Coming here on
earth, we can see and take heart in the
evidence of Divine Providence at work
all around us and within us.
—Blessings, Rev. Ken (Turley)
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GC Passes Budget at Fall Meeting

he General Council (GC) of

I the Swedenborgian Church
met for its fall meeting No-
vember 4-5 in Duxbury, Massachu-
setts at Blairhaven Retreat Center. The

Council was hosted by the Massachu-
setts New Church Union.

GC meets three times a year, by tele-
conference in the spring, at the annual
convention in summer, and in the fall.
The fall meeting is where the budget is
discussed, amended, and approved.

The budget process is dictated by
the Bylaws of the Swedenborgian
Church. They specify that the Fi-
nancial and Physical Resources Sup-
port Unit (FPRSU) will receive bud-
get requests from the Cabinet—GC,
the Council of Ministers, and all sup-
port units—and from these prepare a
preliminary budget, with adjustments
that are in its view necessary, for sub-
mission to GC for adoption, The Presi-
dent met with the Cabinet by telecon-
ference to discuss budgets for their re-
spective entities, although not all units
sent representatives. Using a zero-based
budgeting process (a budget based on
projected needs rather than an adjust-
ment to the previous year’s amount),
the cabinet proposed a budget that the
president submitted to FPRSU. After

review and adjustments they felt were
financially prudent, FPRSU sent the
budget to General Council.

General Council has been strug-
gling with deficits in the unrestrict-
ed funds budget over the last several

COM chair Jonathan Mitchell, and
Council members (I to r) Kit Billings, Carl
Helm, David Viges, and Betsy Coffman
relax at the Miles Standish Monument.

years, cutting expenses and reorganiz-
ing where possible. This year, FPRSU

identified areas where costs could be

shifted to restricted funds to help bal-
ance the unrestricted funds budget. At
present, all administrative costs relat-
ed to funds are charged to unrestricted
funds. The council voted to apportion
a percentage of those costs to restricted
funds. The treasurer will explore an ad-
ministrative cost structure for restrict-

ed funds

President Ken Turley reported that
he has been travelling to churches,
meeting many many members. Many
ministers and members feel sense of
isolation as part of a small and far-
flung denomination. He reported the
establishment of a safety committee to
educate churches, ministers, employ-
ees, committees, and volunteers of is-
sues surrounding working with chil-
dren, sexism in the workplace, and un-
ethical or illegal behavior.

Jonathan Mitchell, chairman of the
Committee of Ministers (COM), re-
ported that the executive committee
of COM continues to work on a pro-
posal presented at the COM conven-
tion meeting for recognition of foreign
field ministries and ministers. He also
reported that the executive committee
is in consensus that times continue to
change and that we could benefit from
some creative re-envisioning of annu-
al convention week to attract broader

confinues on page 155

Leadership and

he Virginia Street Church (St.
Paul, Minnesota) was fortu-
nate to be able to host The Rev.

Frank Rose as trainer (assisted by Jer-
emy Rose) for a weekend training pro-
gram on leadership and church growth
October 23-24. On Friday evening
Rev. Rose shared his experiences in-
creasing the growth at Sunrise Chapel
in Tucson, Arizona and then put the
board of trustees through their paces in
small group activities in church leader-

Growth at Virginia Street Church

ship. The result was a group of leaders
who felt much more competent to run
the church and great enthusiasm for
getting started doing just that.

Saturday an all day program for the
entire congregation was held on church
growth. Rev. Rose was very pleased
with the result, which was more than
he expected. This session also was car-
ried out through a series of small group
activities. Not only did the groups
barnstorm a number of exciting pro-

grams and activities, but they also got
plans into shape for the how to and
who will implement them.

This workshop was made possible
through funding from a 2010 PUSH
grant. Rev. Rose ended the weekend
by providing the sermon at Sunday’s
service.

Not everyone was at the workshops
but everyone is needed. The most suc-
cessful church growth will occur when
the entire congregation is involved. =
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Chicago Library Displays Angels

BY KAREN FEIL

he Swedenborg Library Chi-
cago, in cooperation with
the First United Method-

ist Church, installed a display of the
five-foot tall canvas reproductions of
the Seven Angels of Revelation repre-
senting the early churches. Installed in
glass display cases immediately outside
the Methodist sanctuary, the exhibit
was installed in time for viewing by at-
tendees to Chicago Humanities Festi-
val programs that were hosted in the
Methodist sanctuary during the week-
ends of November 6—7 and November
13-14, 2010. The theme of this year’s
Humanities Festival was “The Body”;

the angels represent the spiritual body
known as the church. Descriptive
cards adjacent to each angel explained
elements of the art and Swedenborg’s
view on what the angel represented.

In addition to the exhibit, the Swe-
denborg Library is cohosting with the
Methodist church a series of three Fri-
day evening Advent services in Decem-
ber, each of which will include reflec-
tion on the Revelation scripture related
to one of the angels—Smyrna, Thyat-
ira, and Laodicea were selected. Al-
though this may on the surface seem a
little unusual for an Advent service, the
Revelation scripture will be incorpo-
rated with a spirit of renewal and new
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beginnings by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Magri-
ni, one of the pastors of the First Unit-
ed Methodist Church. The Sweden-
borg Library is housed on the seven-
teenth floor of the Methodist Church’s
twenty-three-story combined church

and office building.

In October, the Swedenborg Li-
brary hosted a successful event for Dr.
John Haller Jr., author of Swedenborg,
Mesmer & the Mind/Body Connection,
with twenty-eight participants. Previ-
ous programs on William James, Mi-
chael Pollan’s Defending Food, and on
the New Testament’s Letter of James
were also successful, with audiences
ranging from twenty to thirty partici-
pants each. #

Karen Feil, is the director of the Swe-
denborg Library in Chicago.

SHS Board Meeting

continued from page 142

el, including basic support for ongoing
acquisitions.

Kathy Speas reported on the PSR
Board of Trustees meeting. They wel-
comed the new president, Riess Pot-
terveld, who was appointed as an in-
terim president for a three-year term
as the presidential search process did
not yield a permanent president. PSR is
running a $1.5 million per year deficit
that is cutting seriously into their en-
dowment. To eliminate deficit spend-
ing, they hope to implement a plan
that includes selling PSR’s scattered
real estate and building an energy-ef-
ficient campus building for housing,
community life, and public space. They
plan to attract more students by form-
ing partnerships with other groups and
providing courses in a more cost-effi-
cient way. (An increase of 40 students
should offset $500,000 of deficit), in-
cluding more emphasis on virtual real-
time classrooms. A strategic advance-
ment group is charged with increasing

giving.

Francesca McCrossan, Administra-
tive Assistant, noted that SHS is ahead
of PSR in using technology in the
classroom (five years ago SHS began
using video conferencing). PSR does
not have such technological advantag-
es, exacerbating problems with enroll-
ment. This part of the program contin-
ues to unfold and provide challenges;
most of them are technical and hap-
pen at the beginning of the Fall semes-
ter, especially, as new students come
on board. Distance students keep in
touch quite regularly, between negoti-
ating their classes with SHS, IT issues
and CAM requirements. PSR who is in
the planning stages of a flexible learn-
ing program for its Certificate of Theo-
logical Studies. Laurie Isenberg, who
is providing the Board’s educational
time on Friday, will be giving a good
overview of their plans to date. The
program will include online, hybrid,
blended and intensive courses much as
our own Certificate of Swedenborgian
Theology does.

Reiss Potterveld, the new president
of PSR (see sidebar), joined the trustees

for several hours. He expressed his de-
sire to move toward more online class-
es. Rev. Potterveld acknowledged the
need to meet several challenges over
next few years but does not see it as be-
ing a dire situation at this time. Rev.
Turley asked about Social Justice (i.e.
are gay/alternative lifestyle people get-
ting jobs and how has it been affecting
the “regular” middle class type student
— is it causing friction?). Rev. Potter-
veld acknowledged that international
students are the largest influx at PSR
and that PSR students are getting jobs,
though he has only been on the job a
few weeks and has not had the time to
view the entire situation. Tom Neuen-
feldt questioned what the future direc-
tion is for PSR (based on the economi-
cal situation, housing issues, etc.). Rev.
Potterveld is committed to moving
ahead with an online platform, con-
tinuing education, programming for
congregations as well as Master of Di-
vinity Degrees.

Herb Ziegler reported on the sale

of Dorothea Harvey’s home in Massa-

confinues next page
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’ I Yhe Royal Oak Church of the
Holy City began a program
this fall on Sunday evenings

once a month at parishioners’ homes
offering good food for the body (pot-
luck), food for the soul (guest speak-
ers on a variety of spiritual subjects and
traditions) and time for fellowship and
networking (afterglow).

On October 24, our kick-off event
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Networking from the Heart
Sunday Evening Home Gatherings

featured former Detroit Lions Quar-
terback Eric Hipple, whose son battled
depression and committed suicide.
He authored the book, Real Men Do
Cry and gave to a gathering of twen-
ty people an inspiring evening of hope
and honesty. In November, Tai Chi
Instructor Jeanne Towar, will dem-
onstrate the discipline and teach us
about The Way of the 7z0. We do not

meet in December, due to busy sched-
ules in the Christmas season, but meet
again in January for “Deep Winter Re-
laxation,” in February with featured
guest, Laurie Pappas, counselor and
author of the book 7he Loving Heart:
Navigating the Journey from Conflict
to Peace. In March we focus on finan-
cial health and planning. This is a new
church program and it was inspired by
the past summer’s annual convention

mini-course on church growth led by
the Rev. Frank Rose. ¥

PSR’s New President

Reiss Potterveld, recently presi-
dent of Lancaster Theological Sem-
inary in Pennsylvania, has become
president of the Pacific School of Re-
ligion (PSR) for a term of three years,
beginning October 1, 2010. Before
going to Lancaster, Potterveld served
in three administrative roles at PSR
from 1993 to 2002, and he says that
his development there, both profes-
sionally and personally, played a role
in his decision to return. “There is

no other institution that could have
induced me to leave Lancaster,” he
said. “My ten years at PSR were par-
ticularly challenging, but also exhila-
rating. I was able to serve in a variety
of roles and to see the school from
several different perspectives—as
fundraiser, vice president, and final-
ly acting dean for two years. Those
rich experiences and connections
to the PSR community are leading
me to return to offer what I can to
strengthen this school.”

continued from preceding page

chusetts. The closing occurred in late
September, and SHS received the en-
tire proceeds of $650,000 as no com-
missions were involved. The board vot-
ed a $1000 honorarium for Janell An-
drews for helping by managing land-
scaping improvements and mainte-
nance and assisting with house show-
ings, and cleaning the entire house be-
fore the closing.( Janell was Dorothea’s
next door neighbor and close friend
who managed Dorothea’s twenty-four
hour care at home for the last sixteen
months of her life.)

Inese Radzins, Assistant Professor

of Theology and the Dorothea Harvey
Professor of Swedenborgian Studies,
reported on “Emanuel Swedenborg—
Exploring a World Memory: Context,
Content, Contribution,” an interna-
tional symposium at the Royal Swedish
Academy of Sciences in Stockholm on
June 7-9, where she presented a paper,
“On Swedenborg’s Critique of Theol-
ogy.” (Go to www.center.kva.se/sven-
ska/forskning/Swedenborg2010Pro-
gram.htm to download abstracts and
view videos of all the presentations.)
Treasurer Jennifer Lindsay report-
ed a surplus of approximately $16,000
year-to-date an improving investment

market conditions and earnings from
the proceeds of Dorothea Harvey’s an-
nuity gift.

The board broke into committees—
finance, academic and development—
to discuss specific areas of concern. The
finance committee recommended sal-
ary increases for the office staff, a bo-
nus for the dean and a supplemental
housing allowance for Devin Zuber
and his family until PSR faculty hous-
ing is made available to him, both of
which the board approved, The aca-
demic committee discussed course
loads for teaching staff, ways to assist
students on different campuses to stay
connected, and SHS’s and CAM’s role
in ministerial preparation. The devel-
opment committee discussed ways to
strengthen connections with churches
and ways to increase giving. .l

Letters to the Editor

confinued from page 142

tween church and state which provides
an open, free space where conversa-
tion, dialogue, and discussion can take
place, and where religious and political
concerns can interact and shed light on
each other.

Which brings me to the sad irony of

confinues on page 154
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Reflection on Freedom

continued from page 141

The existence of evil within the
world is not the result of a misuse
of an originally pristine agency,
but a natural consequence of the
fact that human beings are, in gen-
eral, not yet competent to choose
the good with any consistency.

Further reflecting Hicks’s view,
Dole writes,

Successful soul-making thus
requires more than simply mak-
ing good decisions: it also requires
overcoming temptations, learning
from mistakes, developing empa-
thy for suffering, and in gener-
al grappling with the dark side of
creaturehood. (p 52)

In this context, Dole quotes Mari-
lyn Adams.

If God’s deepest desire for hu-
man beings is that they freely de-
velop themselves into virtuous and
God-oriented creatures through a
protracted process of overcoming
spiritual obstacles, it is not clear
why God permits the existence of
evil so severe that they exceed the
ability of persons to recover from

them. (p 53)

She goes on to defend the view
according to which God can allow
us to “do our damndest and save

us anyway.” (p 55)

The Nature of God

Andrew Dole takes on the profound
task of exploring the nature of God.
Following are three statements by Dole
that jumped out at me from the read-
ing of his essay.

. . while it seems to me that
Swedenborg offers a comprehen-
sible account of how individuals
might end up in hell without be-
ing “cast” (i.c. consigned) there by
God, this is not enough to show
that a God who presides over a
cosmos containing a hell from
which some will never escape
could be understood to be “om-

nibenevolent,” or perfectly loving.
(pp 39-40)

But hell, as described by the
majority report of the Christian
tradition, seems to represent a case
where God does not merely permit
but intentionally inflict evil in the
form of suffering upon creatures
(p 43)

Swedenborg in essence repre-
sents God as willing to allow the
eternal suffering of some for the
sake of the eternal blessedness of

others. (p 55)

George Dole in Freedom and Evil
and Bruce Henderson in Why Does
God Let It Happen? (Chrysalis Books,
The Swedenborg Foundation) come to
the defense of God, declaring that ev-
eryone dies at the time best for his or
her spiritual future. Dole writes,

It may strain credulity to be-
lieve that with all the uncertain-
ties we face, every single individual
who has died of natural or unnatu-
ral causes has died at the optimum
moment. It may strain creduli-
ty almost as much as the dogma
that no two snowflakes are alike.

(p 185)
Eternity of the Hells

Where is our freedom if God is in
control, and decides what’s best for us?
Do we suffer the consequences of our
choices, or as George Dole declares, “an
omnibenevolent providence makes sure
that we are not overwhelmed.” Were
the six million Jews overwhelmed at
the holocaust? Or the over one million
suicides in the world each year, with
ten to twenty million attempts—were
they overwhelmed? Or the 140,000
children who die each day? Or the mil-
lions addicted to tranquilizers, anti-de-
pressants, and other drugs?

From the time I entered the minis-
try in 1952, I have challenged Sweden-
borg’s statements that the possibility of
regeneration ends with physical death,
and an evil person will spend eternity in
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hell. Dr. John Swanton, eminent Swe-
denborgian scholar of the early twen-
tieth century, undertook a mission to
challenge the teaching of the eternity
of the hell, but he didn’t get much sup-
port. For most Swedenborgians, a clear
quote from Swedenborg ends any dis-
cussion: “thus saith the Lord.” It is en-
couraging, however, that present-day
seminarians and younger ministers are
questioning the traditional view.

I can’t conceive of a loving God who
would settle for any one of his crea-
tures suffering eternally in hell. T like
to think I love my six children uncon-
ditionally. If, with their limited free-
dom and rationality, they make poor
choices and suffer thereby, I am not go-
ing to say: “Tough, you made your bed
in hell. Now lie in it.” I will do my ut-
most to lead them to the life of heaven.
I thought that the parables of “the lost”
were to this effect. If the Lord would
leave the ninety-nine sheep, and seek
after the one which was lost, would he
not use his omnipotence to save one of
his human creatures? I don’t recall that
the father ever gave up on the Prodi-
gal Son.

Divine Providence

I have made a long-time study of
near-death experiences and am fasci-
nated by the many accounts of what
seem to be permanent transformations
in the lives of the near-death experienc-
ers. If thousands of people can be trans-
formed by an experience of “uncondi-
tional love”, can’t we presume that a
wise, loving, merciful God will be able
to find ways to seek and to save every
last creature? Given our belief about
the reality and closeness of the spiritu-
al realm, can we not envision the Lord
using the citizens of heaven in our re-
generative process? What are Socrates,
Plato, and Aristotle doing these days?
What about the disciples in this New
Age? And Freud, Jung, and Einstein?
Or Swedenborg? And the many others

continues next page
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who followed in their train?

Weriters continue to say that the
Lord works constantly to lead people
from a hellish life to a heavenly one.
Henderson writes on page 5,

God permits only evil that can
be turned eventually toward good.
Of course, no amount of goodness
could bring back the lives lost on
September 11, but consider a few
evil people committed that atroc-
ity; millions of people respond-
ed with faith, love, and kindness.
This is the power that always over-
comes the evil.

Was this the power that killed three
million Vietnamese in a war that De-
fense Secretary McNamara said was a
“mistake.”

Again and again Henderson says
that God continually does all that he
can to lead people to the life of heaven,
but almost nothing is said of the myr-
iad ways in which God leads us. We
read articles and books about minis-
ters, teachers, therapists, parents, writ-
ers, etc. who perform wonders in turn-
ing lives around. In his infinite love,
wisdom, and power, surely God is not
helpless in aiding us in the regenerative
process. Perhaps he is leading these hu-
man helpers.

Henderson declares that God per-
mits evil to happen in the interest of
freedom. But he tries to have it both
ways. When we “choose” to do evil,

because of the freedom he al-
lows—he feels our pain, is present
with us (whether we feel it or not),
and is always working to bring the
best out of the situation. (p xiv)

Is whatever happens the best that we
could hope for?

As evidence of good coming out

of evil, Henderson refers to Victor
Frankl.

Out of Frankl’s experience in
Nazi death camps came the heart-
warming and life-changing best-
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seller Man’s Search for Meaning,

which has had more than seventy

printings and been translated into

twenty-six languages. (p 6)

How does this book compare with
six million deaths in the Holocaust?

We read that “God always leads us
from bad events to good outcomes.” (p
25) Should we believe that no matter
how evil our choices are, it makes no
difference in the long run? Good will
triumph?

Challenge

Swedenborgians have a great chal-
lenge before us. We must acknowledge
that there are few scholars among us,
and few creative writers. We must ac-
knowledge that Swedenborg’s views of
heaven and hell have not been accepted,
and more and more confirmed mem-
bers of the church are questioning the
traditional teachings of Swedenborg.
The New Century Edition of Sweden-
borg is a great accomplishment, but it
does little to tie in with the best cur-
rent thinking in the fields of theology,
philosophy, psychology, psychothera-
py> and science. For church stalwarts
like Henderson to pontificate that Swe-
denborg has all the answers will only
further the notion outside the Church
that we are an insignificant narrow cult
and not worthy of serious study. Let us
remind ourselves that Swedenborg her-
alded the beginning of the New Age. It
did not end then and there.

The essay of Andrew Dole comes
as a breath of fresh air. In his work at
Ambherst, he is in contact with scholars
from different traditions, and is meet-
ing with a great variety of students
who, hopefully, are searching for new
insights. He can be a gadfly for those
among us who are still open to new
ideas and approaches. At the close of
his essay, he does not offer a solution,
but says,

There is, in my estimation, a
significant tension in Sweden-
borg’s writings between the con-

cept of a God of truly infinite love
and the God who, from the begin-
ning, saw fit to allow creatures to
make their beds eternally in hell;
at least, in this essay I have been
arguing that what it would take to
reconcile these two — a solution to
the “problem of hell”—is not yet
in evidence.” (pp 58-59) &

Andrew Dole is assistant professor in the
religion department at Amherst Col-
lege, Amherst, Massachusetts.

George Dole is pastor of the Fryeburg
Church, translator for the Swedenborg
Foundation, and a member of the fac-
ulty of the Swedenborg House of Stud-
ies in Berkeley, California.

Bruce Henderson is director of com-
munications for the General Church at
Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania.

Ernest Martin is the associate pastor
of the Puget Sound Swedenborgian
Church in Redmond, Washington, and
enjoys a life of semi-retirement.
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Mite Box
For 2011

The Women’s
Alliance voted o
June 25, 2010, at its annual meeting to
pledge this year’s Mite Box to support
Convention delegates to the National
Council of Christian Churches meet-

ings. We especially encourage that one
of the delegates from the Swedenbor-
gian Church be a woman.

Check out the NCCA website:
http://www.ncccusa.org/ and notice a
prominent headline:

“Ecumenical women are a powerful
presence at the Centennial Gathering
in New Orleans”

Save up your change and bring it to
Convention in Cincinnati—or send a
check made out to National Alliance
of New Church Women (memo Mite
Box). Mail to our Alliance treasurer:

Gloria Toot

10280 Gentlewind Dr.

Cincinnati, OH 45242
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Letters to the Editor
continued from page 151
your opening point: that we are uni-
formly cautioned against discussing the
most important subjects, politics, reli-
gion and sex. I've come to believe that
the reason for this is depressingly sim-
ple. It is not possible to discuss these is-
sues without revealing something very
important about ourselves: where we
stand in relation to reason and com-
passion. Open this box of issues, and
people are forced to confront their hy-
pocrisy, their fears, their faithlessness.
And like a patient who seeks merely to
mask symptoms rather than endure the
discomfort of a cure, we find it satisfac-
tory to leave well enough alone, know-
ing that it is not well enough at all.
Swedenborg offers an important
insight in his discussion of the three
“realms” of moral, civic and spiritu-
al life. These realms correspond to our
private and personal interactions (mor-
al), our public and social interactions,
including political activity (civil), and
our more inward and transcendent in-
teractions with the Lord (spiritual). As
is his style, he emphasizes the need to
bear in mind that these realms are both
distinct from and continuous with one
another; they are interrelated. He fur-
ther notes that one can be moral and
civil without being spiritual, but that
one cannot be spiritual without being
moral and civil as well. In other words,
the spiritual life requires that we be po-
litically and morally active, and that all
three realms be related in a consistent
and coherent manner in our lives. As
you point out, Swedenborg’s lack of ex-
plicit guidance in these matters leave us
free to determine how this is to be done
in each individual life. But his theolo-
gy as a whole makes it clear that we are
also responsible to actually do it.

As for guidance from scripture, I am
reminded of something Mark Twain
once said: “Most people are bothered
by those passages which they cannot

understand; but as for me, I always
notice that the passages in Scripture
which trouble me most are those which
I do understand.” For instance, Matt.
12:50 and Micah 6:8, suggest a clear
link between regeneration and social
justice, an interrelatedness that is often
denied in the name of apparent harmo-
ny and peace.

Finally, I would like to share with
your readers something that has helped
me to understand the seemingly com-
plex relation between religion and pol-
itics; why it is so important and yet so
difficult to talk about openly.

The political problem is not a
political problem, it is an econom-
ic problem.

The economic problem is not an
economic problem, it is an ethical
problem.

The ethical problem is not an
ethical problem, it is a spiritual

problem. —Robert McCluskey,
West Hollywood, California
Healing the Rift
Dear Editor:

I recently received my November
Issue of 7he Messenger and read with
interest the observations of and reflec-
tions on the Swedenborg Colloqui-
um. The article mentioned the start of
the healing of the rift, or schisms, be-
tween our sister churches as beginning
in 2004 with the retreat of all Sweden-
borgian/New Church women called
Gathering Leaves.

These annual or biannual gather-
ings are very important to the health
of our church as a whole. However, the
healing began long before 2004 in Cal-
gary, Alberta. General church people
have been attending our General Con-
vention affiliated church for at least
the last twenty years (as they probably
do in other churches). We would of-
ten have General Church (GC) min-
isters visit our congregation as Con-
vention ministers were few and far be-
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tween. The Rev. Mike Gladish was one
of these ministers. Eventually an idea
began to form for a cooperative minis-
try in Calgary.

In June of 2001, at an Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Western Canada
Conference, we officially sanctioned
the cooperative ministry between the
General Church and General Conven-
tion for the Calgary New Church So-
ciety. This action received the blessings
of Bishop Buss of the GC and Rev.
Ron Brugler of General Convention.
We called our group “The Calgary
New Church Project.”

I emailed Rev. Gladish before I be-
gan to write this letter, and his email
said in part,

When you write, I hope you
will make clear that it was never in-
tended to be a merger, but a “coop-
erative ministry.” This I think was
key to the success we had. In ef-
fect we agreed to disagree on some
things, and determined to work
together in every area where we
could agree—especially outreach.

It was also my conviction, as I'm

sure you will recall, that there will

always be some newcomers who
receive the Writings in a GC sort
of way, and some who receive them

in a Convention sort of way, and so

it seemed good to me to have both

organizations ready and waiting to

serve them.

I think it is important for both Con-
vention and the General Church lead-
ers and parishioners to know, rather
than only a few individuals, that we
successfully bridged our differences
and, for a few short years, had a won-
derful relationship, cut short only by
the transfer of Rev. Gladish to other
parishes.

Symposiums and retreats are great
ways to get together, but there have to
be action steps or follow up. Otherwise
they are just “feel good” activities.

—Sharon Williams
Secretary, Calgary New Church Society
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participation and to better advance our
mission as a church. He reported that
the Committee on Ministry (CAM)
held seven interviews with SHS stu-
dents in Berkeley in October. Gabriela
Cahaly and Steve Sanchez are complet-
ing their programs with anticipated or-
dinations at the 2011 Annual Conven-
tion in Cincinnati. Two students re-
main on the ordination track and are
making good progress, two students
are applying off the ordination track,
one student begins studies in January
and one student is in discussion about
possible paths to ministry.

Renée Helenbrecht, operations
manager, reported on conditions at
the central office. Conditions have im-
proved since her last report, but the
council is still concerned about teenag-
ers hanging out by the front door and
in the parking lot, as it is hidden from
the street. She also reported that al-
though the new denominational web-
site is up and running, and she is per-
forming some maintenance, she is un-
able to devote the time needed to keep
the site updated with new content on a
timely basis. She observed that the site
needs a steady source of new content
to keep visitors interested as well as a
gatekeeper to approve content for the
denomination.

The council received and approved
the Wayfarers Chapel budget. Rev-
enues and expenses are budgeted to
closely resemble the FY 2010 budget
with total revenues of $1,529,500 and
total expenditures of $1,523,832.

Betsy Coffman reported on Urba-
na University matters. Ray Silverman,
editor of Light In My Darkness (origi-
nally My Religion) by Helen Keller, will
be the resident scholar, giving the Swe-
denborg lectures at Urbana University
this spring. This program is funded by
the denomination. The school has been
raising money to purchase climate-
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Births

Michelle and Bill Nielsen of the Virgin-
ia Street Church in St. Paul had a love-
ly baby girl, Josephine May Nielsen
on October 9, 2010. Mom, Dad and
sister Lena are doing fine.

Confirmations

Swedenborgian House of Studies stu-
dent Dagmar Bollinger joined the life
of The Royal Oak Church of the Holy
City (Michigan) on Johnny Appleseed
Sunday, September 26, 2010. Dagmar
lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan, attends
Earlham College School of Religion
and is an ordination track program at
the Swedenborgian House of Studies.
Welcome Dagmar!

Mark Roby of Birmingham, Mich-

igan, and Kathleen McComsey of
Royal Oak, Michigan, joined the life
of The Royal Oak Church of the Holy
City on Thanksgiving Sunday, No-
vember 21, 2010. Mark and Kathleen
have been active friends of the church
for years and have inspired us to cher-
ish life to it’s fullest after Mark battled
a rare liver cancer and successfully re-
ceived spiritual support along with a
liver transplant at The Cleveland Clin-
ic Foundation. Many thanks to our sis-
ter church in Cleveland, whose mem-
bers offered hospitality and support!

Three new members joined the Virgin-
ia Street Church (St. Paul, Minnesota)
on Rally Sunday. Welcome to Jeremy
Rose, Julia Robinson, and Thomas
Robinson. Although they have been
part of the church for many years, it
is wonderful to welcome them as new
members.

controlled display cases displaying the
Swedenborgian collection in Urbana’s
Swedenborg Library. The library was
rededicated after its renovation and
the Helen Keller Bookstore (campus
bookstore) was dedicated. March 2011
is Founders Month, and the school will
mark its 150th anniversary and dedi-
cate a new Johnny Appleseed display.

Matthew Fekete reported on the
Swedenborgian Online Community
(www.swedenborgiancommunity.org).
The community continues to grow its
membership and number of visitors,
and this year raised $4000. The com-
munity received funding for the on-
line minister’s salary from the Missions
fund, relieving the need to fund her
from unrestricted funds this year.

The Central Office oversight com-
mittee proposed, and GC approved, a
lease to be offered to the Newtonville
(Massachusetts) Society for continued
rental of office space in their parish
house. The lease addresses some ongo-
ing problems and facilitates planning

for both parties.

The council discussed membership
in the National Council of churches
and then voted to continue member-
ship and representation.

Kit Billings reported that he has
been in touch with other chaplains
in the denomination to discuss com-
mon issues and concerns. They might
become an official group to share con-
cerns and ideas, support one another,
and gain recognition as Swedenbor-
gian ministers being of use in the larg-
er world.

The council voted to adopt EDSU’s
“Seven-Year Proposal” (see the No-
vember 2010 Messenger) and authorize
EDSU to work with the president to
implement it.

President Turley brought up the pos-
sibility of saving money and encourag-
ing more ministers and members to at-
tend the annual convention by making
it biennial. A committee was formed to
explore the implications for the consti-
tution and bylaws. #
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About the
Swedenborgian Church

Emanuel Swedenborg was
born January 29, 1688 in Stock-
holm, Sweden. Although he nev-
er intended a church denomina-
tion to be founded or named af-
ter him, a society was formed
in London fifteen years after his
death.

American groups eventually
founded the General Convention
of Swedenborgian Churches. As
a result of Swedenborg’s spiritu-
al questionings and insights, we
as a church exist to encourage
that same spirit of inquiry and
personal growth, to respect dif-
ferences in views, and to accept
others who may have different
traditions.

Swedenborg shared in his theo-
logical writings a view of God as
infinitely loving and at the very
center of our beings, a view of
life as a spiritual birthing as we
participate in our own creation,
and a view of scripture as a sto-
ry of inner life stages as we learn
and grow. Swedenborg said, “All
religion relates to life, and the
life of religion is to do good.” He
also felt that the sincerest form
of worship is a useful life.

Share these beautiful angel images with
your loved ones with Christmas Gifts from

IN COMPANY WITH
ANGELS
Ceramic Ornaments of

Ephesus, Smyrna and
Philadelphia: $22.00

Mugs: $27.00

Meditation on the Seven
Angels of Revelation CD
(composed by Ken Turley) :
$17.00

Exhibit catalog: $17.00
Set of Seven Bookmarks: $8.00
Set of Seven Notecard: $10.00

Posters (set of seven three-foot posters): $150 for

ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX & SHIPPING!

Email sales@incompanywithangels.org or order online at
www.incompanywithangels.org




