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ACTIVITIES OF THE 139TH GENERAL CONVENTION began in

Hutchinson, Kansas, at the Baker Hotel, where the Council of Ministers
met for its regular pre-Convention business meetings, and held a two-day
Institute for ministers and their wives. Here, shortly after calling the first
meeting to order on July 6, is the chairman of the Council of Ministers, Edwin
Capon, and Ernest Martin, who was named Secretary Pro-Tem to succeed
the late Immanuel Tafel. Later in the meetings, Mr. Martin was elected
secretary of the Council for the coming year. Mr. Capon was re-elected as
chairman, and Antony Regamey was named to fill the unexpired term on the
Executive Committee left vacant by the death of John King, and William
Woofenden was elected to a full term on the Committee.

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS discussed a number of issues related to
worship, ordination, and other matters. Most of their decisions took the form
of recommendations to General Council or to the Convention. After a two-
day Institute in which the ministers and their wives studied and helped in
the development of Project Link, the ministers formulated a resolution about
the project and sent it to General Council. On the basis of this and other
data, General Council approved Project Link for a three-year experiment
by unanimous vote. In other actions, the Council of Ministers recommended
Richard Tafel, Jr., Galen W. Unruh, and Robert Kirven for ordination, and
Raghib Khalil Rizq for induction.
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OF MINISTERS
Hutchinson, Kansas

A HIGHLIGHT of the Council of Ministers’ meeting
came on Sunday night. Sunday was the second day of
the Instivute on Project Link, and was spent inside the
hotel until late in the afternoon. There had been a
special Communion service in the morning, at 9:00,
conducted by Andre Diaconoff, and then the rest of
the day was devoted to discussion of the project. Then
everyone drove about thirty miles to Pretty Prairie, for
a supper in the basement of the Pretty Prairie Church.
Everyone was in good spirits as they stood on the lawn
in the setting sun . . . ;

... and spirits rose if possible, at the sight of the delicious
dinner prepared by the ladies of Pretty Prairie. Mr. and
Mrs. Louis Dole, on the left, and Mrs. Robert Kirven,
on the right, were part of a crowd of well over a hundred
who ate their fill.

THE SUPPER was followed by a worship service in the Pretty Prairie Church,
conducted by Calvin Turley (R). His sermon was concerned with the power
of the Bible, the changes it has wrought, the devotion it has inspired, the help
it offers us for our lives as individuals and as a church if we would only avail
ourselves of it. He pointed out, however, that neither individuals or churches
really seek or sccept the full power of the Bible. He offered no solution, no
easy to make the Bible the power it might be in our lives, but he called on
individuals and the church to seek anew to solve this problem in their own

lives.

(END OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS’ SECTION)
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The children were having the time of their lives, too,
stoking up for an impromptu baseball game after supper.
The camera was not candid enough to snap their table
un-noticed. Bruce King, in the striped jacket offered
his best profile, Margaret Kirven, at the end of the table,
shook her fist menacingly, and Shirley Seib, wearing
glasses, started to move away from the table.




GENERAL COUNCIL
and other
pre-Convention meetings

'

WEDNESDAY, the day before the
Convention opened, was a busy day.
General Council held its pre-Conven-
tion meeting at the Holiday Inn in
Great Bend—a motel with a swim-
ming pool, but the pool could not lure
them away from an all-day meeting.

An important item of business was
Project Link. The Council heard the
results of the ‘‘Response” question-
naire, the resolution of the Council of
Ministers, and explored every detail
of the problems of finances and per-
sonnel connected with the proposal.
After careful consideration, they voted
unanimously to inaugurate Project
Link as soon as possible, for a three-
year trial, at a cost to Convention
‘“‘not to exceed $8,500 per year.”

THE PROJECT LINK team of
ministers, — Owen Turley, David
Johnson and Calvin Turley, displayed
some of the informality and enthusi-
asm characteristic of Project Link
as the project started.
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The congregation in Bellevue that voted overwhelmingly to invite Project
Link to begin with them, are already busy building an increasingly active
program, as witnessed by pictures of the Vacation Bible School there that
filled the newly-completed education building and branched out into teachers’

homes.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Education was also the subject of
discussion in Pawnee Rock, thirteen
miles away from the General Council’s

motel. In the Pawnee Rock High
School, where the Convention was to
begin the next day, the Board of Edu-
cation sponsored an open meeting,
which was followed by the regular
meeting of the Sunday School Asso-
ciation. Chairman of the Board of
Education, the Rev. Ernest Martin,
opened the meeting with a worship
service, and then spoke briefly of the
history of the Board, and of its hopes
and plans,

In the opening discussion of religious
education problems that followed,
Mr. F. Gardiner Perry was one of
several who spoke of rewarding and
promising experiences in the R.E.
programs of their home churches.

Mr. Ellsworth Seibert spoke on the
Leadership Education Institute, one
of the activities supervised by the
Board of Education. Ells recounted
some of the history of the LEI, des-
cribing the various types of sessions
that have been held, and pointing
out examples of the effects of LEI
experience on the lives of our church’s
young people.

SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

The Sunday School Association held
its annual meeting immediately after
the Board of Education program. The
Rev. Mr. George Dole led an opening
worship service, which was followed
by the business meeting and elections.
Galen Unruh, seen presiding in this
picture, was re-elected as President.

End of pre-Convention section / The Grand Alliance will be found on page 248.




THE OFFICIAL WELCOME came from the president of the Kansas
Association, Mr. Alvin Friesen, of Montezuma,

borgian Church opened Thursday morning July 12, at 10 a.m., in the
auditorium of the Pawnee Rock High School, Pawnee Rock, Kansas. The
Convention, drawing over 200 delegates and visitors from Swedenborgian
Churches all over the United States and Canada, was held this year in Pawnee
Rock at the invitation of the Kansas Association of the Church of the New
Jerusalem, and the New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgian) in Pawnee Rock.

The session was opened by the President, the Rev. David P. Johnson, of
Kitchener, Ontario. In his opening address, Mr. Johnson pointed to the
history of the Christian Church, in which vital experiences harden into printed
records, and living ideas set into ideologies. He referred to the actual experi-
ences of man’s encounter with God and with man in the sight of God, which
are at the base of the Bible, and drew the distinction between these and the
written form of the Bible as a book. Again, he cited the experiences of the
great reformers, specifically pointing to Emanuel Swedenborg, whose works
are an effort to preserve a record of an actual living experience.

Mr. Johnson said that it was the actual experience of encounter with God
that gives continuing relevance to all these works, and that present-day
religious experience cannot be confined to a simple knowledge of the Bible
and other writings, without becoming a formalized ideology. He compared
this process to the attempt to catch a river in a bucket—an attempt doomed
to failure, because a river that does not flow is no longer a river. Similarly,
he said, religion must be real, living experience if it is to be valid continuation
of the experiences of the biblical writers and the great names of the Christian
tradition.

He pointed out that although the Christian Church as a whole has repeatedly
followed this formalizing trend which shifts religion from experience to intel-
lectual knowledge, this has an important value, because this process preserves
vital traditions until the time they are needed to enrich and guide future
generations. However, he challenged the members of the church today to get
back to the acvual, living experience of religion that has been preserved through
the ages in the Bible and in such interpreters of the Bible to life as Emanuel
Swedenborg.

Mr. Johnson summed up the challenge in the words of Jesus: ‘“Not every-
one that says unto me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,
but he that doeth the will of my Father.”

The General Convention met for four days, dealing with organizational
matters, electing officers, developing plans and setting policies. Mr. Johnson
retired from office at the end of this convention, being succeeded in the presi-
dency by the Rev. Richard H. Tafel, Philadelphia, Pa., who begins a three-
year term.
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HE 139TH ANNUAL SESSION of the General Convention of the Sweden-

THE PAWNEE ROCK CONVEN-
TION sort of began with Roger
Unruh. A cousin of Galen Unruh,
Roger was instrumental in building
up the interest that led to the Kansas
Association’s invitation to Conven-
tion. He was made chairman of the
host committee, and his energy and
organizing ability were largely respon-
sible for the smooth functioning of
Convention, and the good time that
everyone had. This picture was taken
with high speed camera, because
Roger did not stay still for long.

Arriving delegates met warm Kansas
hospitality at the Registration Desk.
Many had already had a taste of that
hospitality, when people from Pawnee
Rock or Pretty Prairie drove sixty to
ninety miles and back to meet them
at trains or planes, and seemed pleased
at the chance to do it!

The address by retiring President
David P. Johnson.
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