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ESSENTIAL FAITH
OF THENEWCHURCH

There is one God, and He is the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
°
Saving faith is to helieve in Him and
keep the Commandments of His Word.
°
The Word is Divine and contains a
spiritual or inner meaning which
reveals the way of regeneration.
°
Evil should be shunned as sin against
God. .

Human life is unbroken and con-
tinuous, and the world of the spirit is
real and near.
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The Search for Peace

4 E PEOPLES of the world have suffered many disappointments in the

course of the twentieth century, as their leaders met to seek effective
disarmament. Yet they cling to the hope that sufficient agreement may
happily be reached before the hour is too late.”

So reads a portion of the letter delivered by Dr. Frederick Nolde of the
World Council of Churches to the heads of the delegates of the 18 nations who
are participating in the disarmament conference in Geneva. And at the present
writing (Mar. 23) it looks as if they are destined for another disappointment.
The letter which sets forth what may be done to dispel the suspicion that at
present blocks agreement on the ‘“‘technical steps towards disarmament’,
undoubtedly voices the concern, not only of Christians but of the people of
all religions. Were the people of all nations allowed to vote freely on the ques-
tion of whether to disarm if other nations would do likewise, the result would
be overwhelmingly in favor of it. We venture that not in a single nation
would the vote be in favor of armament, except for the purpose of defense.
And yet such is the suspicion that has been engendered, that no nation dares
to disarm unilaterally.

There are, to be sure, other forces which work against disarmament. For
example, there are some who contend that in the United States economic
chaos would follow, were the country to reduce its expenditure for war pur-
poses from the present fifty billion dollars to five billion dollars, because of the
millions who would be thrown out of work. This contention does not take
account of the fact that such a saving for the government would mean a large
reduction in the tax burden, thus giving the population additional money for
urban renewal, the building of schools, hospitals, and many other ‘things that
would add to the nation’s wealth while greatly stimulating employment.

More serious is the claim that the rulers of Russia would not dare to disarm,
for they must keep the population in constant terror of war in order to maintain
their power. If this is true—and there are grounds for believing it is—disarma-
ment will not be brought any closer by the Geneva conference.

What if nothing decisive for resolving international tensions shall issue from
this conference? Shall we then have to conclude that nothing can be accom-
plished by negotiations and conferences? No. Even a conference from which
nothing substantial emerges, is not a complete failure. It does mean that
training has been given in substituting reason for passion, communication and
an exchange of viewpoints for an exchange of bombs and bullets. Even this
we may be permitted to hope, may nudge the world a step towards finding a
remedy for the insanity we call war. After all, we must not forget that it took
mankind a long time to substitute law for feuds and private vendettas. But
man today does not have many centuries in which to find an alternative to
war. No, but he may have enough time to find an alternative to a shooting war.

William James in his essay on “The Moral Equivalent of War” said: “It
may even reasonably be said that the intensely sharp competitive preparation
for war by the nations is the real war, permanent, unceasing; and that the
battles are only a sort of public verification of the mastery gained during the
‘peace’-interval.”

We really recognize this by calling the present condition “a cold war’.
However. we are happy as long as the “public verification” of the mastery
gained by any nation can be deterred. And it is possible that in this nuclear
age and space age, the motivation on the part of most nations for finding or
using a substitute for a hot war may be so much more compelling than in the
past that this decade may witness success in this long deferred hope of mankind.
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Do the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg convey the definite idea of an ‘‘end of the world’’?

Will our space ships become nothing more than dust in space?

by Thomas A. Reed

ODERN WEAPONS of warfare coupled with hatred
create fear for the future of our earth. What will
actually happen is anyone’s guess. We are pressured on
all sides by outbreaks of revolution, civil war, the possi-
bility of thermo-nuclear push-button conflict. Some
interest has been aroused, by this sort of background of
“modern living”, to ask the question of just where is
this going to end? World conditions as they present
themselves to us today, are far different from what Swe-
denborg knew as a stateman during his lifetime.

It is the purpose of this article to strive to present the
teachings of Emanuel Swedenborg as they relate to the
idea of an “end of the world”. Swedenborg was quite
aware of ideas contrary to what he received from the
Lord Jesus Christ with regard to the “end of the world,
a last judgement and a second coming of the Lord”.
There is no doubt in Swedenborg’s mind about the source
of his information on the “end of the world,” the second
coming and a last judgement—he claims to have received
it from the Lord alone, (True Christian Religion 779). ...
“while reading the Word.” Throughout the effort to
present Swedenborg’s concepts it is clear to the writer
that, whatever Swedenborg teaches, there is no doubt of
its truth. It is a matter of where one stands in relation-
ship to the ideas set forth. KEach one will receive it
according to influences that have dominated his thinking
and desire throughout life.

There are religious organizations that believe in the
“literal end of the physical globe.” Adjacent to this
belief, is a conviction of the resurrection of the physical
body, a personal judgement when the literal book of
life is opened, and the Lord Jesus Christ on the throne
will make the final decision as to the ultimate destination
of every man, woman and child. Prior to the so-called
end of the world, the Lord will make His physical ap-
pearance in Jerusalem and there rule one thousand years
in the “millennium’”’. Somewhere in all this, there will
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be a destruction of the world and creation of a new
heaven and a new earth populated by people who desire
to live an orderly life, ordered by the laws of the Lord.
There are as many different opinions as there are people
that believe them. They all appeal to the Divine Word
for authority and “proof” of their position.

There are several passages of scripture from the
Epistles that say to them there will be a second return
of the Lord, a last judgement and an end of the -physical
world. In Paul’s letter to Corinth (I Cor. 15:51, 52) he
writes, '

“Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, in a moment in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall all be changed.”

There is nothing mentioned here about an end of a world,
but there will be a last trump and a resurrection when all
will be changed. In a letter to the Church in Thessalonia
(IT Thess. 1:7-9) he writes to a troubled church these
words,

“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power.”

The word translated revelation is the same word John
uses in Apocalypse 1:1. There is no mention of an “end
of the world”’ but there is to be a “presence’’ of the Lord
and an accompanying judgement of all men that refuse
to “obey the gospel of the Lord.” Paul continues the
theme in his first letter to the Church in Thessalonia,

“For this we say unto you by word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not preceede
them which are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord” (I Thess. 4:15-16).

The literal minded person finds evidence of a physical
returh of the Lord to earth. The rapture, that is to ac-
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company the end of the world, will involve every man,
woman and child that loves the Lord—they will meet
Him in the air. Those that remain on earth are really
unaware of what will happen to them. It is the Second
Epistle of Peter that specifically mentions “‘the earth also
and the works that are therein shall be burned up”.
In order to see the passage in its entirety, we quote it,

“But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgement
and the destruction of ungodly men. But, beloved be not ignorant
of this one thing, that one day is with the ‘Lord as a thousan years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall

melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works therein shall

be burned up. . . .”” (II Peter 3:7-10)

As far as proof texts are concerned, this stands above all
others as indicating the end of our physical world. Man
on our planet does not really know what is going to
happen in the future—the Lord alone has infinite knowl-
edge and wisdom. If the above passage is taken in the
literal sense, there is some basis for a belief in the final
destruction of our globe but is this what our Lord really
taught?

The disciples came to the Lord and asked him two
questions about what was to come. Here is what they
asked Him,

“...And as he sat on the mount of Olivesilt.he disciples came unto

him privately saying, Tell us, when shall these things be and what
shall be the sign of thy coming presence and of the end of the world?

The words used here in the Greek Text offer a partial
solution to the subject. The first question might just
as well have been translated, “What shall be the sign
of your presence?”’ The Greek word parousias in its
root meaning represents the idea of presence, a being
present. The basis for a belief in the “end of the world”
is thought to have been the subject of the second ques-
tion. “What shall be the sign of the end of the world
(consummation of an age)?”’

There are two Greek words that have often been
confused and at times mistranslated. Kosmos is used
some 181 times in the New Testament and is translated
“world”’ most of the time. The context of its appearance
determines its different shades of meaning. “Aion”
is used some 43 times in the New Testament and usually
means age, a span of time, etc. Dr. Richard Trench, in
his fine work, entitled Synonyms of the New Testament
p. 213, 214 has an interesting note on the idea-

“One must reject that, by this or some other device, our translators
did not make the difference between kosmos (mundus,) the world
contemplated under aspects of space, and aion, the same contem-
Elated under aspects of time; for the Latin, no Tess then the Greek,

as two words’ there we have or have acted as though we had,
but one. In all these passages (Such as Matt. 13:31 and I Cor. 10:11)
which speak of the consummation of the aion. (There is none which
speak of the end of the kosmos.”

Other standard works such as Thayer’s Greek-English
Lezicon of the New Testament, and Abbott-Smith Manual
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, and The
Analytical Greek Lexicon, support the view of Dr. Trench.
Swedenborg’s view is based on the literal sense of the
Word. In True Christian Religion, p. 212,
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“The literal sense of the Word is the basis, the containant, and
foundation of its spiritual and celestial senses. In everything Divine
there is a first, a mediate, and an ultimate, and so exists and subsists;
the ultimate therefore is the basis. Then the first is the mediate,
and by the mediate in the ultimate; so that the ultimate is the con-
tainant; and since the ultimate is in the containant and basis, it is
also the foundation.”

If the foundation’ (The Word of God) gives little or no
support for ‘“a consummation of an age’” the super-
structure will not stand up under the light of heaven.
The completion of an age, the last judgement and the
presence of the Lord are inseparably connected, and they
all stand or fall on the literal sense of the Word. The
completion of an age is brought about when revealed
truth from the Lord loses its meaning and force in the
minds and hearts of men, churches, and nations. When
men begin to call good evil and evil good, something has
changed in man. The Word remains the Word but its
meaning is lost by an “inner earthquake” a change in
belief and action. Man is a small world (a microcosm)
and a vessel made to receive life from the Lord. As love
is the life of a man, when this has been extinguished, as
far as love to the Lord is concerned, there is an end of
the Lord’s rule in his heart. Swedenborg witnessed the
last judgement which resulted when the Lord focused
his presence on the areas of the invisible planes of life
that surround our physical globe. The evil cast them-
gelves into hell and the good were received in heaven.

In Swedenborg’s last major work, the True Christian
Religion, he writes at length on the subject “Consumma-
tion of an age.” He writes:

“The coming of the Lord is not His coming to destroy the visible
heaven and the habitable earth, and tc create a new heaven and a
new earth, as man, not understanding the spiritual sense of the
Word, has hitherto supposed.”

Although the Lord stated in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away;’ Heaven and earth here are used to refer
to man’s world of mind and desire. It is not to be taken
as saying, the earth and heaven shall be destroyed.
Earth and heaven have been defined in Swedenborg’s
revelation of the spiritual sense of the Word in Genesis 1:1.
“Harth” is a symbol of man’s outer life and heaven is a
representative of man’s inner life. Man has relied too
heavily on his “five senses’” and so cannot see any truth
to the reality of his. true spiritual nature. During the
period of 2000 years the love of many has cooled and
Christianity has become in a greater or lesser degree,
Churchianity. All the details mentioned in Matthew 24
are parts of a human drama of how men have responded
to the Word of God. From another point of view,
however, the Lord’s incarnation was the one thing that
kept the present heavens and human race alive.
“Unless the Lord had not come into the world and had thus Himself
assumed the ultimate, the heavens that were made up of the inhabit-
ants of this earth would have been transferred elsewhere, and the
whole human race on this earth would have perished in eternal
death” (Apocalypse Explained 726 (7).
We look back to a fact that has done more than to change
the course of human history; it has stabilized the very
life of our globe. From this basic truth, there seems to
Please turn to page 124,
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by Waldo C. Peebles

“T'HE SIGNIFICANT influence which Swedenborg

! exerted upon Goethe has been known and accepted
for many years. Evidence of this is found, for the most
part, in Faust and in a few poems. In a recent issue of
Offene Tore (Open Gates), the Swiss counterpart of our
NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER, a brief excerpt taken
by its assiduous and scholarly editor from a scientific
work, Goethe’s Theory of Colors (1810), reveals an appre-
ciation of the internal sense of the Bible that can be
due only to a knowledge of Swedenborg’s writings.

In this connection, we should recall that Goethe
actually translated into German, Nos. 449-454 of the
Arcana Coelestia, and the ‘“book of mysteries” that he
placed in Faust’s hand is undoubtedly & volume of this
work, even though the authorship is ascribed to Nos-
tradamus who was a contemporary of Faust and lived
in the 16th century, while Swedenborg lived 150 years
later and therefore could not be mentioned in a scene
dealing with an earlier period. It is a pity, however,
that nowhere except in one or two private letters does
Goethe mention the name of Swedenborg.

It is a fact that the philosoplier Kant, known as the
greatest thinKer of the modern world, held Swedenborg
up to ridicule in his little book, Dreams of a Spirit-Seer,
and the consequent damage to the latter’s reputation
continues to the present day. Kant was much interested
in rumors which reached him about Swedenborg’s
clairvoyance in reporting from a distance the Stockholm
fire. He sent an investigator to Sweden to verify the
story and was completely satisfied as to its authenticity.
Hoping to learn more about clairvoyance, spiritism, and
the like, Kant purchased some volumes of the Arcana
and was disappointed to discover they dealt chiefly with
Bible interpretation. In his resentment he attempted to
make Swedenborg the laughing-stock of Europe.

The sage of Weimar was a man of great physical and
moral courage. He faced death with firmness on at least
two occasions. Once when sailing in Italian waters the
ship became unmanageable in a sudden squall. He
calmed the panic-stricken passengers and crew by relating
in Italian the story of Jesus stilling the tempest on the
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Did Goethe derive his idea of the symbolic nature
of the Bible from Swedenborg?

ON SWEDENBORG & GOETHE

Sea of Galilee. One night many years later when two
drunken soldiers broke into his home and threatened
his life, the sight of the majestic old gentleman calmly
descending the stairs in his nightshirt carrying a candle
caused them to leave without harming him. Shortly
after this incident, Goethe was summoned to an audience
with Napoleon at Erfurt and here the two greatest men
in Europe met face to face. The conqueror was so im-
pressed by the poet’s serene and dignified bearing that
he exclaimed with admiration: ‘“Vous etes un hommel”
Despite these instances of courageous behavior, Goethe
seemed unable to endure the thought of being laughed at,
and did not have the courage to immortalize Swedenborg
by mentioning his name in Faust. However, at 83 years
of age in the last eight lines of his great work, the “Chorus
Mysticus”, which is sung by the angels in heaven, he
wrote this magnificent expression of Swedenborgian
doctrine which I render in a slightly biased translation:

All things transitory
Are but symbols;
Things unattainable
Here are accomplished;
The indescribable

Here is reality;

God’s love eternal
Draws us above.

Now let us examine Goethe’s views on Holy Scripture.
He says that the great veneration devoted to the Bible
by many peoples through many generations is due to its
tnternal worth. It is not merely a folkbook, but the
Book of the Nations, because it portrays the destinies of
one people as a symbol of all the others. The history of
this people is linked with the creation of the world and
leads through the degrees of earthly and spiritual develop-
ment and of inevitable and fortuitous events out into
the most distant reaches of the utmost eternities. In
the two divisions of The Bible, he says, the historical
account is connected with the doctrinal presentation so
intimately that one helps and supports the other as in
no other book. Thus, he reasons, this work deserves to
be restored immediately to its original status and be
considered the universal book of all the nations. As the
level of culture rises throughout the world it can serve
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URBANA’S PROPOSED NEW DORMS

Architect’s sketch of proposed buildings.

Cost: approximately $75,000. About $2,000 per student.
National average of dorm construction is over
$4,000 per student.

Description: Two units each to house 16-20 students,
housemother’s apartment.

Location: James field, across road from present college
buildings. Near president’s residence.

College Plan: Architect John Kline devised a physical
plant mock-up two or three years ago. This
placed dormitories, classrooms, student-union,
and other buildings in our present campus area.
These dorms are the first major step in following
through with that plan.

Financing: Hope to finance it through long-range build-
ing fund campaign which was initiated by the
Ohio Association. To date approximately $5,000
collected from this source. It is hoped that con-
tributors will pledge annually to help finance the
construction.

more and more as the basis and, in part, the instrument
of education, not by inquisitive persons, but by truly
wise men.

The Holy Scriptures with their independence, wonder-
ful originality, versatility, universality, and vast content,
provided no standard by which they might be measured.
He suggests that this standard must be sought from
without and applied to them, and the whole multitude of
those who assembled for that purpose: Jews and Chris-
tians, pagans and papists, reformers and counter-
reformers wanted to interpret and explain, connect and
supplement, set straight or put to some use. According
to him the Bible in itself had almost no effect upon the
older periods of history, and he believes we do not give
this sufficient consideration. The books of the Old
Testament were no sooner brought together than the
nation from which they sprang was completely dispersed.
It was only the letter' around which the scattered people
gathered and still gather. Hardly had the books of the
New Testament been combined, when Christianity split
into endless differences of opinion. And so he says we
find that men did not occupy themselves so much with
the content as with the style and language of the work,

1“Interior things were not discovered to the Jews lest they profane
them; on this account they are also kept in ignorance at this day.”
Arcana, 3373(2). !
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and quarreled over the various interpretations which
they were able to apply to, foist upon, and thus obscure
the text. From the foregoing Goethe’s concern for the
Bible and his appreciation of the spiritual sense is
obvious. Love of the Old Testament and his desire to
read it in the original language motivated his study
of Hebrew. He also believed himself in harmony with
the New Testament, and especially with Christ. The
Bible, with Homer and Shakespeare, were his favorite
books. He took part in a controversy as to the divine or
human authorship of the Scriptures. It is no wonder
that such a man planned his greatest work, Faust, to
begin and end in heaven. In search of inspiration he
once asked himself: “What shall I say of the Lord with
my quill, what manner of song shall I sing of HIM?”

However, like most of us, he was far from being a saint
and his youthful years were turbulent and by no means
blameless. The unforgiveable sin in the eyes of puritani-
cal critics was his “marriage of conscience”’ which was
not solemnized by the church until his son August was
17 years old and a witness to the ceremony. Because of
this and his many love affairs he was called a ‘“‘glorious
devil” by certain purists who failed to credit him with
achieving in his later years great serenity of mind, a firm
belief in a personal God, and a philanthropic attitude
towards his fellowmen. His famous last words were:
“More light!” One biographer believed that he asked
to have a shutter opened to admit more light into the
darkened room from which his soul was about to pass
into higher spheres. A more gratifying explanation is
that he did not want more light, but that as his spiritual
eyes were opened he began to perceive more light, the
brightness and splendor of the light of heaven, to which
Swedenborg so eloquently bears witness.

The author is Professor Emeritus of German at the Boston
University, but continues to do pari-time teaching. He s a
distinguished scholar of the German classics.

I
THE WIDENING SWEEP

F IN WALKING we together
Must take the widening sweep,
Human eyes may droop when weary,
The Christ eyes watch will keep.

If we go and now together
The space ahead is new.
In His Christ hands, He will cup us
Until our songs ring true.

Onward then we go together
The climbing path pursue!
Choral sung? The angels humming
Chrysalis song for two.

—MELROSE PITMAN
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