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He Is Risen—Why?

O CRYSTAL BALL is needed to assure us that on Easter morning more
people will throng the churches than any other Sunday. Somewhere
in most of the services it will be affirmed, as it has been over the centuries,
“The third day He rose again from the dead.” This is because Christianity,
whatever else it may be, is the religion of the Resurrection. Some scholars
assert that the Resurrection is a myth, and seek to put it in the same category
as the resurrection myths of pagan religions. The acceptance of such a view
would be a body blow to Christianity, for Christianity rests upon the fact of
the Resurrection. This is made evident by the fact that the whole New Testa-
ment is written backwards, in the light of the Resurrection event. All the
things relating to the Lord and the disciples’ relations with Him while He
was on earth, were profoundly altered by the Resurrection. His words took
on a new meaning. What before had been obscure now became clear. Christian
faith and life came to be built upon this rock-bottom fact that the Lord rose
from the tomb. Other facts were, of course, significant, but these were now
understood in the light of the Resurrection. The message which His disciples
carried into the world was that of the Risen Lord, the triumphant Lord, of the
Lord Whom the bonds of death could not hold, and all empires could not kill.
The Resurrection was central in the Gospels. It proved what God had done
for man. And having themselves been the witnesses to the appearance of the
Lord after He had, so it seemed, died on the cross, the entire group of disciples,
after some initial doubtings, became confident witnesses to this fact.

There are, to be sure, many difficulties in the Gospel narratives about the
Resurrection. Scholars have argued over such questions as whether the first
appearance of the Lord to His disciples was in Galilee or Jerusalem. And
numerous theories have been promulgated about the nature of the Lord’s
Resurrection body. But do these things matter very much? The one thing
that the first followers of the Lord were certain of was that the Lord had risen,
and that He was actually present with them. This fact so infilled them with
courage, that they could go into a hostile world to proclaim the message of
the Risen Lord. That amazing phenomenon, the launching of the vigorous
missionary movement of the early Christian Church, was a direct and im-
mediate effect of the Resurrection.

The Resurrection fact has another meaning. It means the continuous and
active presence of the Lord in His Glorified Humanity in the world, and in the
lives of His children. He continues His work as the Holy Spirit. This was
manifested at Pentecost, and the Book of Revelation describes the Lamb as
having seven eyes, which are ‘“the seven spirits of God sent into all the earth”
(6:6). This was a symbolic description of the Risen Lord sending His spirit
(sevenfold to show the fulness of the gift) into the world.

Christians of today would do well to ponder the truth that the celebration
of Baster is more than a commemoration of an event of long ago. It is a
reminder that the Lord’s work is going on. There is an indissoluble continuity
between the Lord’s earthly life and His activity through the Spirit today. His
earthly life is the abiding pattern for every Christian life. We truly celebrate
Easter, not with festivities and parades, not even with liturgical services in
our churches, but by the degree to which we are faithful to that pattern of
life which He established. He is the Lord of our every act of kindness and of
the mighty works of science. He is the great Healer, the great Savior, the
Redeemer, the Forgiver, today no less than when He walked in Galilee. He
brings words of life today, no less than he did then. What are all His words and
acts other than the material of the Kingdom of God? His words of comfort,
His promise of peace, His combats with temptations, His conversation with
people, His willingness to eat with publicans and sinners, His indignant anger
at the scribes, the pharasees, and at those who made the temple of God into
a den of thieves, His prayers, His recognition of the lowliest people, His
respect for human personality—all these and many more are the building
material of the Kingdom. To whatever extent His followers, whether highly
placed or not, seek to govern their lives by that pattern they are commemo-
rating the Crucified and the Risen Christ.



FREER

by William F. Wunsch

DEVELOPMENT or two at the meetings of the
World Council of Churches at New Delhi, and more
developments in Roman Catholic practice and thinking,
wholly unrelated, of course, to the World Council and
its meeting, invite the attention, I think, of New Church-
men.

We are familiar with Swedenborg’s statements about
the changes which he said would come in the transition
from a first Christian era to a new day (Last Judgment
n. 73). In outward respects, he said, the world would
remain much the same. In those he named it has done
so. In some other respects, as we both know and feel,
it is a decidedly changed world from Swedenborg’s day,
and perhaps most significantly, changed into a single
neighborhood. What were once remote corners of the
earth to any of us have been brought near to all of us.
One thing would be different, Swedenborg declared—
the state of the church. The state of the church; the
change would be inward. “Outwardly, divided churches
would exist as before;” this may need qualification now
in view of the movement towards Christian unity. “Their
doctrines will be taught as before.”” So they have been,
but the statement does not say that all will be. Notably,
the traditional concept of predestination, scored by Swe-
denborg as a cruel and pernicious heresy, has little of the
acceptance or influence it had in his day. Nor does the
statement preclude the continuance of a doctrine in
some reinterpretation of it. The change, however, on
which Swedenborg dwells, is a deeper and pervasive
one. “Henceforth [that is, from 1758 on] the men of the
church will be in a freer state of thinking about matters
of faith.”

It is some manifestations of this predicted spirit of
inquiry or freer state of thinking that invite attention.
Some of them are to be found in Roman Catholic prac-
tice and thought. I shall speak first of these, and finally
of a doctrinal revision in the Delhi assembly of the
World Council of Churches, to which one large constitu-
ency, the Russian Orthodox Church was added.

Swedenborg could write in his day that the Roman
Catholic Church kept the Bible from the people. It was
hidden, he also said, in monasteries [Divine Providence
nn. 264(2), 330(7.] The Mass, he added, was in Latin,
not understood by the people (Divine Providence n.
257(5). Before long the Vatican MS of the Bible was

APRIL 1, 1962

Since 1758

INQUIRY?

released to scholars generally, as other MSS were found
and became available. More recently, at least, Roman
Catholics have been urged to read their Bible; fresh,
official translations have been ordered; an excellent
English translation by an individual circulates widely.
As for the Mass, there is a growing desire among wor-
shipers that it be celebrated in their tongue, those por-
tions of it at least which are addressed to them. In
Israel a group of Roman Catholic priests were authorized
recently to celebrate the Mass in Hebrew. In their
general neighborhood Oriental branches of the Catholic
Church have employed their vernacular for centuries.
The current debate over Latin will in all probability
continue at the KEcumenical Council of the Roman
Catholic Church this year. The Pope is reported to have
said that Latin “is permanently connected with the
sacred melodies of the Church of Rome,” “is a clear and
splendid symbol of unity,” and “must continue to main-
tain its sovereign position.” He is also said to be deter-
mined to have free discussion at the Council.

Other evidences of a freer state of thinking among
Catholic Christians can be cited. One notable and
touching one is the upsurge with responsible Catholic
thinkers of a humane feeling, wrestling with the tradi-
tional position that unbaptized infants are disadvantaged
in the life hereafter. Augustine, who took the position so
long ago, did so, he said, forced to it logically, but with
distress of heart. Since then, more than one Catholic
theologian has sought to soften the position, if not to
change it. An article in Time (Nov. 10, 1961) has called
the subject “the dilemma of the children,” but plainly it
is the dilemma of the Catholic theologian. A premise of
his needs re-study. When the Lord says in John 3.5,
“Unless a man is born again of water and the Holy
Ghost, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God,” does
He mean earthly water or the water of life? Has baptism
been given a force it does not have? For lack of baptism
is an infant consigned to Aquinas’ limbo and shut away
from heavenly bliss forever? T'ime quotes a book, From
Limbo to Heaven, the author is the late Father Vincent
Wilkin, S. J., Roman Catholic chaplain at the Univer-
sity of Liverpool, the publisher, Sheed and Ward.
Father Wilkin’s solution, still more briefly summed up
by me, is that unbaptized babies get into heaven, “but
not until the end of the world,” for then Christ will
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He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
Revelation 3:11.

DEATH AFTER DEATH

by Clayton Priestnal

OWN THROUGH the centuries Christian tradition

has made Easter the climax of the church year.
From the repressed intoning of the pater noster by some
solitary monk to the expansive diapasons of a Gregorian
chant in a crowded cathedral, the Easter theme is the
same—the resurrection of the Lord, the triumph of life
over death. There are no words to adequately describe
the sense of joy, of exhultation, of transcendent hope
which fills the hearts of Christians on this most holy
day of the year. Even the unhappy skeptic who finds
his satisfaction in deriding man’s simple trust in God
must feel in the mood of the day, or at least in the
exuberant endeavor of nature to produce her loveliest
hues, something uplifting which surpasses his under-
standing. There is no escaping the subtile and profound
influerrces of the glorious resurrection of the Lord. And
Easter will still be commemorated by glad hearts long
after the books of derision and doubt have rotted away
on forsaken shelves.

It is proper for man to find in Easter a confirmation of
life eternal. Confined as he is in a wall of flesh which is
so susceptible to the ravages of age and sickness, im-
prisoned as he is in a world of rampant hate and violence,
the spirit needs this assurance that beyond the agonies
of the hour there lies the prospect of a better life—a
life more secure in which frustrated hopes can at last
find a fuller realization. It is proper for man to be
comforted and reassured by the Lord’s words, “I am the
resurrection and the life. . ..”

How meaningless life and the Christian faith would
be without the belief in an existence which extends
beyond the boundaries of time and space, where there is
no calendar to mark an end to days and years. On this
troubled earth the seasons come and go with too great
a swiftness to permit man to satisfy all of his hunger and
thirst for soul nourishing experiences. So man needs the
contemplation of eternity as a solace for his restive and
resurgent spirit that is always seeking ways to exercise
its wonderous powers of feeling, thought and action.
The Easter theme of immortality is the answer to man-
kind’s need for reassurance and hope in a world of
whirling time.

The reasons for man’s preoccupation with death are
not hard to discover. Death is just as certain as birth.
Once a human being has entered upon the pathway of
earthly existence he must inevitably pass through the
gateway of death. The certainty and finality of it, and
the uncertainty of the hour, make death of vital concern
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in the emotional and intellectual life of each individual.
Death opens up in man his deepest springs of fear, of
sorrow and sympathy.

How completely hearts respond to the grief of the
poor widow of Nain as she followed the bier of her only
son out through the gate of the city for burial. Joy
filled all hearts when the Lord saw the sorrowful crowd
and the grief-stricken mother and comforted them with
these words, “Weep not’’, and then touched the deceased
and he was miraculously restored to life. How deeply
one feels the sorrow of Jairus every time he reads of
the sad demise of his young daughter and rejoiced when
she was restored to the full bloom of life. And the
anguish of Mary and Martha over the untimely passing
of Lazarus also fills man with pity and compassion. This
is true because at one time or another all have felt the
emptiness, the loneliness, the unconsolable grief, at the
loss of one dear to him.

Life and death are indeed the two great realities from
which man can never escape. And tragically enough,
the errors of his thinking have distorted his concepts of
these basic verities. Death is looked upon as the con-
sequence of sin, even among pious, well-meaning Chris-
tians who should know too much about the love of our
Heavenly Father to even entertain such a notion. It is
commonly held that if man had not rejected the will of
God and turned away to follow the inclinations of his
own capricious nature, death would have been unknown.
But the New Church asserts with the greatest emphasis
that death, physical death, is a part of the divine plan.
It was not imposed as punishment. It was not ordained
to compel man to be good by instilling in him dread and
fear. Death is as much a part of divine order as the falling
of the leaves in the mellow autumn and the metamorpho-
sis of the despised worm into a butterfly of gorgeous
hues. The infinite love of the Lord is found in every
stage of man’s entering, living in, and then leaving this
world to take up an active life in the spiritual realm
which was always intended to be his eternal home.

If man would only take his feelings of dread about
death and transfer them to the kind of death which can
come in the very prime of adulthood, the death which
can come after death, he would discover a deeper signifi-
cance in Easter and an added beauty in the story of the
empty tomb found by the mourners who made that pre-
dawn pilgrimage to the sepulchre. It is very strange
that among people who profess to accept the Christian
teachings of immortality there are those who tremble

THE NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER



at the very thought of the grave and yet are unconcerned
about their indifference to God, to justice and to human
rights. They seem to be avidly interested in the possi-
bilities of life everlasting, but appear totally apathetic
towards the resurrection of the spirit which should
precede their leaving this world.

Death of the spirit, deadness of the soul, unresponsive-
ness to the influences of Divine love are what should be
feared and shunned, for it leads to death after death.
The last breath of the mortal body usually takes place
in a state of unconsciousness, but the decease of the
spirit drags on in miserable states of consciousness and
its efforts extend to eternity. It should be a matter of
wonderment and concern that man recoils from thoughts
of the orderly process by which his weak, imperfect
shell of clay that has outlived its usefulness is discarded,
and yet stands unmoved by the prospect of his spirit
being so devoid of love and truth that his hereafter could
be nothing but restraint and frustration. And it is this
fearsome death of the spirit which is depicted so fre-
quently and so vividly throughout the Scripture. The
Epistle to the Romans declares, “To be carnally minded
18 death; to be spirttually minded is life and peace”’. This
is the life and death which should concern man most as
he calls to remembrance the empty sepulchre and the
Risen Lord.

The Lord passed through the vicissitudes, the uncer-
tainties, the disappointments and struggles which beset
mankind. Hunger was not unknown to Him. Sorrow
was His lot. Vilification and rejection were not strangers.
However by means of these cruel blows of hate and deep
anguish of despair, the Lord gradually made His imper-
fect human nature wholly subservient to the Divine
Spirit within Him. So completely were they made one
that the tomb was empty, only the burial linens re-
mained; the Lord’s Human was no longer a material
body but a body of Divine spiritual substance. The
Lord had passed through the death of all earthly affec-
tions, all worldly ambitions, all evil inclinations, so that
on Easter morning He was victorious, not only over
physical death but over spiritual death as well.

Thus one sees that the real lessons of Easter cannot be
disassociated from man’s need to resuscitate his spiritual
life and the Lord’s power to bring this about through
man’s cooperation.

The prophet Ezekiel had a most remarkable vision.
He found himself in a valley strewn with dry bones.
“Can these bomes live?”’ the troubled prophet asked of
God. Then by a Divine power beyond the ken of mortals,
the bones came together, flesh was laid upon them, and
from the four winds breath came to the bodies and they
revived and became a great army. A strange picture—
a gruesome one no doubt to many people. Yet it de-
scribes in a most dramatic way the power of the Lord to
raise the dead spirit of man to a life of joy and useful-
ness. It reminds us in an unforgettable way that we can
leave behind the dark sepulchre of the self-centered past
and return to the bright, warm mansions of a life where
the Lord’s love and truth are present and active.
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These are the words of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ Who rose from the dead and Who is the One God
of heaven and earth: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that heareth my word and believeth on Him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation;
but 1s passed from death unto life”’. The Lord was crucified
and rose from the dead. Man must take up his cross and
follow Him. The joy of Easter should be the joy which
comes when the soul has been lifted up from where it
lay interred in self-centered interests to a resurrected
life of loving service to mankind in the Lord’s kingdom.
Then when the hour comes and the cares of this world
are laid aside forever, and the Lord’s celestial angels
come to speak to us of eternity, we shall not turn away
but will listen and follow as they lead us into the peace,
joy and brotherhood of heaven.

EASTER

THIS is the Lord’s own Day of Glory,

And nature smiles with new-found life;
His Word recounts the blessed story

That the bonds He wore are freed from strife.

—THERESA S. ROBB

LENT

SPARSE budded branch

extends a tentative finger
to the new winds, as spring
folds an awed earth into
bowls of green.

After the wide death of winter,
turning from that first perfect flower
we face the fast. How

strange to be on the threshold at last
of surfeit, we first deny.

The fast—to scrape off raw

the oozing sore of self—

To love is to abstain

from those first bright indulgences . . .
not to repudiate but to define.

—CRYSTAL E. ERHART

MESSIANIC IDEAL

H E SAID, “Tis finished” and he bowed his head,
I Compassion thus gave way to his relief,
relief not only from the exigence

of life on earth with those of little faith;

but from the strain of such restraint as he

had need to exercise lest he become

Messiah of the kind the Jews had right

to hope that he would be according to

that which they had been taught; a world misled
by misinterpretation of ideals

designed for inner use, not natural,

—FITCH GIBBENS
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