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There is one God, and He is
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
.

The Word is Divine and con-
tains a spiritual or inner meaning
whereby is revealed the way of
regeneration.

°

Saving faith is to believe in
Him and keep the Commandments
of His Word.

.

Evil is to be shunned as sin
against God.
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Human life is unbroken and
continuous, and the world of the
spirit is real and near.




THE PROMISE OR SIGN OF CHRISTMAS

A Christmas Meditation

by

“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.”—LukEe 2:12,

RESENTLY church-bells will toll, ringing their
benedictions upon an anxious world which an-
ticipates anew the coming of the Savior. The joyful
news that “Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea”
will, once more, make glad the hearts of men. For
the Christian world, and for the Christian Church,
Christmas is a great Holiday. It is on this day
that we celebrate the coming of the Lord, the Savior
of men, as “the Word made Flesh,” or as “the Babe
of Bethlehem.”

To begin with, Christmas was intended to be a
joyful day. On this day God chose to manifest
His glorious Humanity. He came down to earth
in the guise of Man, to live and experience the life
of man on earth, to experience in His humanity
all man’s problems and griefs, and to imbue His
children with power to overcome their frailties,
thus lending a helping hand to them in their
struggles to subjugate their innate cvils and falsi-
ties. There is reason to be joyful, for the world
needs the message that Christmas brings, and men
need the new revelations of truth that God makes
possible through His own incarnation and birth.

Little wonder that the angel’s message, on that
First Christmas Day, was one of glad tidings and
good-will: “Behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which shall be to all people: For unto you
is born this day, in the city of David, a Savier, which
is Christ, the Lord.”

The Great Opportunity

Do we fully realize the import of this “good
news” to all men? Do we equally share in the glad-
ness of its promises? Do we all see the “sign” of
its great emancipating power? Not long ago, the
President of these United States delivered an ad-
dress to the people of this nation in which he made
an eloquent plea for a serious study of world con-
ditions as we find them in the “atomic age” that is
upon us. He alluded to the fact that we have in
our hands the means of self-destruction, unless we
pool our interests with those of humanity, and work
together for the common good. It is a well-known
fact that these same lethal weapons in the hands of
man could be diverted to myriads of good uses,
bringing health, prosperity and peace for the whole
human race. The time has come, then, when Christ-
mas should have a new meaning for us—a meaning
that would bind all men to the original cause of
God, the cause of good in the world.

True, that we have progressed immensely and be-
yond all the expectations of past civilizations. Ma-
terially, we have enriched and replenished the earth.
We have utilized our natural resources beyond the

Henry C. Giunta

dreams of angels. But, unfortunately, we have not
progressed as rapidly in our spiritual living, neither
have we explored our spiritual resources with the
same sagacity and effectiveness. We are still fight-
ing strife, rivalry, prejudice, hatred, ignorance and
superstition. It is strange, but true, that spiritually
this Christmas will not find us more advanced than
many other Christmases. For this reason we should
welcome its coming as a great opportunity for our
own emancipation through the grace and love of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Downward Course

We will recall, from previous considerations of the
subject that the dominant cause for the Incarnation
of God was the wretched spiritual state and condi-
tion of men. We are taught that at the time of
the First Christmas, the whole human race was in
desperate straits, and, indeed, was threatened with
extinction. People had slowly disintegrated in
spirit. The practice and exercise of Divine good
and truth had come to a stand-still, and, as a re-
sult, the human race had tipped the scales of justice
and had lost all sense of human worth. From the
statures of governors and monarchs over all they
surveyed, men had become servants and slaves to
their own evils. Spiritual darkness was upon the
face of the earth. People were unable to see the
results of their own selfishness, and were fast losing
their heritage of love, charity and understanding.
They were missing compassion and good-will. They
were becoming children of sorrow, the living harbors
and containers of their own hatreds and malefactions.

In other words, men were on the road to their
own ruin. They were bent on self-destruction, and
they would have been lost for ever, if some power
greater than their own—some Divine power—had
not come to their rescue. Even the very heavens
themselves were threatencd, for they were in danger
of being infiltrated by the wide-spread spirit of evil
occasioned by the dismal states and conditions of
mankind in the world. We must remember that the
First Christmas came in answer to a great need—-
the need of humanity to be freed from the engulfing
despair and disillusion in which it found itself.

The Angels Rejoice

The angels in heaven were most sensitive to this
condition. They perceived clearly the fact that
unselfishness and heavenly light, peace and concord,
were fast dying out from the hearts of men, and so
rejoiced greatly when “in the fullness of time” the
Savior was born in Bethlehem of Judea. This was
the cause, then, of the angels’ joy. They rejoiced
in the fact that people on earth were to see the
long promised Messiah, their Redeemer and Savior,
the Holy One of Isracl, Who would save them from
their sins, Who would deliver them out of the hands
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of their spiritual enemies and Who, henceforth,
would hold these enemies in complete subjection.
Yes, the angels rejoiced because they knew that
the hosts of cvil and the demons of darkness would
be overcome by the Babe of Bethlehem who would
grow in spirit and in stature and in accordance with
the Word of the Lord. They also knew that with
His birth into the world, the kingdom of the heavens
would be made strong and secure.

Given A Second Chance

The import and spiritual significance of the
angelic message of “good tidings of great joy” lies
in the fact that with the Lord’s coming on earth,
men have been redeemed, they have been ransomed
from the evil forces that have held them down, they
have been freed from the manacles of fear and
superstition, and they have been given a “second
chance” to live again for heaven and in an atmo-
sphere of love, peace and good-will toward God and
man. There was, indeed, reason for joy, for with
the Lord’s coming, men could live, once more, glad
and useful lives, unselfish and merciful lives, able to
know the Lord, to interpret His will concerning their
eternal welfare and happiness, and to follow Him
in all the paths of saintly life.

All these things were cvident to the angels on
that First Christmas Day, and so great was their
Jjoy that they burst into song. And that was the song
that floated down to the earth, where it fell upon
the inner ears of some humble shepherds who were
keeping watch over their flocks by night: “Behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy: For unto
vou is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign
unte you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly, there
was with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying: Glory to God in the High-
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Let Man Rejoice

Time has passed, but time has not yet dimmed
the vision of the shepherds, nor has it lessened the
import of the angel’s song. As the years go by,
people are learning more and more about the shep-
herds and the meaning of the angel’s song. They
are learning to know more and more about their
Savior, Who the Babe of Bethlehem really was, and
is; they are learning to know more and more about
the nature of the work He came to do on earth,
and they are learning to know more and more about
the sacrifice He made in order that they might enjoy
to the full the peace and good will He wrought
among men.

Perhaps this is the reason we never tire of Christ-
mas. Perhaps this is the reason why time and time
again we eagerly stand at the portals of another
Christmas Day with joyful hearts and receptive
minds, willing to raise our voices in songs of praise,
carols and hymns in order that we may express that
inward gladness we feel in our hearts. And why
not? Is not this the time to revive the songs of
angelic hosts, to revel in the contemplation of the
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Manger Scene, and to share in the simple but potent
faith of the humble shepherds? Is not this a scason
to express the pocetry and song that lurk in the
hearts of men? Is not this the time for deep rever-
ence and worship and sincere appreciation of the
Gospel Story? It is this and more that makes
Christmas what it is—a time of reflective gladness
and outward joy, a time to recall, most vividly,
when God proposed to give Himself to men, so that
in Him they might have life and they might have it
more abundantly. We have indeed good reasons to
be joyful and triumphant, for in the gift of God
Himself, as envisioned in the Babe of Bethlehem,
we see the value and true worth of His precious re-
demptive spirit of love and good will toward men.

Same Need Today

It is possible that the age in which we live may
be another age when “the fullness of time” is to be
realized. We have never been so ready and prepared
to receive our Savior and to speak His Word of
Truth as it relates to our common human prob-
lems. The world in which we live is still a world that
needs the salvation of our God. Our political,
economic, civie, social, moral and spiritual interests
nced to be brightened anew with the light of the
Christmas message and all it implies. Christmas
has a meaning for today no less than when it first
dawned upon the world. We neced to sense the
spirit of the Christ-Child, the spirit of gentleness
and love, the spirit of understanding and trustful-
ness. And we all need the redemptive power of the
Christ-Child to take possession of our spirits. For
trouble, strife, greed, envy, jealousy, and hatred
among men and nations make a mockery of our re-
ligion, and eventually will reduce our civilization to
shambles unless men hear and heed the Christmas
message of hope and peace.

Yes, time may have passed since the message was
first heard, but, as said before, time will not dim
the vision of the Coming of the Savior into a world
of woe and sin. It is still God’s way to give Himself
to us, and to vest upon us the power of His redeem-
ing love.

What Gift, The Greatest?

Unfortunately, as in the past, there are many
persons in the world who will be cither too busy,
or too preoccupied with other things to be able to
hear or give attention to the Christmas message.
They are, perhaps, more intent upon other gifts:
gifts that the world has to offer, gifts that appeal
to the eye and stimulate the sense, rather than the
gifts of God Himself. This may be the beginning
of their sorrows, this rush to and fro along the
ways and by-ways of the world. They may lose
the road that leads to the one gift that God offers
unto them, the gift of His redemptive love.

There is no greater gift that can be made to
mankind than God’s love. It is the most precious of
all gifts to man, and it ought to be the one most
sought for by men. Like the Wise Men of old, who
came from the East seeking the Child, who accord-
ing to God’s plan was the Savior of the world, we

(Continued on page 108)



THE PROMISE MADE TO MARY

by

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it unto me
according to thy word.”

@HERE is something extremely beautiful about
the record of the annunciation: a tender, simple
dignity which has never been surpassed in any other
writing. As we read, we call to mind the words
spoken to Moses, at the burning bush: “Put thy
shoes from off thy fect, for the place whereon thou
standest is holy.” 'That is the only spirit in which
we should approach a study of this wonderful sub-
Ject—we are on “holy ground.”

Do You Belicve The Story?

Do you believe what Luke tells us regarding the
birth of the Lord? Do you belicve every word of
it? You say, “Of course I do,” but are you sure?
How do you know that your acceptance of this
account as true, is not a “carry-over” from your
childhood days? Are you sure that your accept-
ance is not due to the fact that you have failed
to give the subject any scrious thought? There are
people, you know, who reject the Christmas story,
in whole or in part, as without reasonable founda-
tion. Perhaps the man living next door does. Per-
haps the man who works beside you, day after day,
does. Especially that part of the record which
proclaims the Virgin Birth. There are those—and
they are carnest, sincere and intelligent, who just
cannot accept that teaching. They tell us that it
is contrary to all the known natural laws govern-
ing parenthood. They would even have us believe
that Joseph, who later was the husband of Mary,
and the father of her children other than Christ
the Lord, was also His parent. They even go to the
extent of advancing theories which are abhorrent
to cvery sincere Christian. Some years ago I was
present at a meeting of the Ministerial Association
of the city where I was stationed, and was astonished
to learn that fully three-quarters of the ministers
present frankly declared that they did not accept
the doctrine of the Virgin Birth. They admitted
that it was a teaching of the Christian Church,
but they, themselves, rcjected it as untrue.

What Was The Message?

We have heard, or read, the wonderful story
many, many times, but never grown weary of it. It
will be sung and told by men and angels, in all the
ages to come, with increasing joy and understanding:
for in the truth of that marvelous teaching lies the
eternal hope of mankind, and even the integrity
of the very heavens. Important as it is, have you
noticed that in the telling, there is not the slightest
attempt to induce belief, nor offer proof that what
is told is true. Indeed, from the very nature of
the event itself, we realize that no proof is pessible.
If the simple telling does not awaken acceptance in
the heart, there is nothing that will. But, let us

William H. Beales

read the message again, and ponder over each won-
derful statement:

“In the sixth month the angel Gabricl was
sent by God unto a city of Galilee, to a virgin
espoused to a man whose name was Joseph

- and the virgin’s name was Mary,

“And the angel came unto her, and said,
Hail! thou that art highly favored, the Lord
is with thee: blessed art thou among women.
And when she saw him, she was much troubled
at his saying . . . and the angel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favor
with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive

. . and bear a son, and shalt call His name
Jesus. . . .

“Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall
this be, seeing I know not a man? And the
angel said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee; therefore, also, that
holy Thing that shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.”

Born Of The Holy Spirit

And, as we read on, we are told that the promise
of the angel was fulfilled. Mary, a virgin, became
the human mother of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. And to confirm our belief in the truth of
this wonderful record by Luke, we have the state-
ment in the Gospel by Matthew, how, when doubts
and fears arose in the mind of Joseph, he was re-
assured by the angel, who declared: “Joseph, thou
son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Ghost.”

Well, there it is—the doctrine of the Virgin Birth:
the clear, unmistakable teaching that neither Joseph,
nor any other human being, was the “father” of
Christ the Lord. It is there for us to accept or
reject, as we will, but, whether we accept or rejeet,
there can be no mistaking the meaning of the teach-
ing itself.

How was this mighty miracle brought about, and
why? God has given to men wonderful powers of
understanding. He has raised us up, mentally, above
all else of creation, by granting us the power to
reason. And He has revealed to us many wonderful
truths. But it is useless for us to try to fathom
the Divine wonder of the Coming and mission of
Christ the Lord by any standards of human, un-
aided, knowledge. We have been permitted to see
something of the purpose of that Coming, and even
to see, “as through a glass darkly,” something of
the way in which that purpose was accomplished;
but, when all is said and done, the first step in the
gaining of a right understanding of this greatest
of all miracles, is, that we stand, in imagination,

with the shepherds of old, and look down with rever-
(Next page please)
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cnce and awe at the Babe lying in the manger-cradle,
and pray in our hearts, “Lord, I believe: help Thou
mine unbelief.”

If The Story Is Not True?

For there is a faith which does not depend upon
satisfying the reason with facts: a faith which says,
“I believe because God has declared it to be so.”
Not a blind, unreasoning faith, but a confidence
based upon a belief in the love, the wisdom and the
power of God. To have such a faith is a wonderful
blessing. To those with such a faith, the answer
of the angel when Mary expressed the doubts which
filled her mind, is sufficient: “With God, nothing
shall be impossible.”

But, to those who are willing to believe, but look
for a reasonable basis for their faith, I would sug-
gest taking a broad view of the picture as a whole.
Suppose the teaching of the Gospel regarding the
Virgin Birth, is not true—what then? What be-
comes of our belief in the Divinity of Christ? What
becomes of our faith in Him as Redeemer and
Savior? What becomes of the whole sublime system
of teachings upon which Christianity rests? Reject
as false, the doctrine of the Virgin Birth, and Christ
becomes a mere man, like ourselves. And the hope
which has sustained countless millions during two
thousand years—the hope of mankind to all eternity,
perishes. And the light which shone over Bethlehem,
to lead the Wise Men to the manger-cradle, falls
from the sky, leaving nothing but darkness. If
Christ, when on earth, was not Divine, then the story
of Easter and the open tomb becomes a cruel fabric
of human imagining. The Divinity of Christ and
the fact of the Virgin Birth are inseparably united:
they stand or fall together. Had Joseph been His
“father,” He would have been, as one writer declares
He was, merely a “Syrian Jew”: that, and nothing
more. And as such, He never could have accom-
plished the mighty work which He came to do.

Only God Could Save

For the task which faced the Christ-Child, as He
lay in the cradle, was one which never could have
been accomplished by man or angel. The whole
human race faced spiritual destruction, and none
but Almighty God Himself, could have averted that
calamity. “I looked, and there was none to help,
and I wondered that there was none to uphold: there-
fore mine own arm brought salvation unto me.”

None but Almighty God, present with men on
earth, could have stood at the tomb of Lazarus, and
called back to life him who had been dead four days.

None but the Divine Being Himself, could have
looked with pity upon the poor creature, held in
bondage by a legion of devils, and have uttered
those astonishing words, “Come out of him!” and
been obeyed.

None but Almighty God, in Human Form, could
have stood in the prow of that tiny vessel, tossed
by the fury of the storm, and have uttered the quiet
words, “Peace: be still,” and have been obeyed.

Mistake Here Not Possible
Surely, no one can read the record of that Divine
life, with its message of love and tenderness and
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power, without exclaiming, like Peter, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Ten thou-
sand million people, groping blindly for the light:
reaching upward for strength and comfort, and
feeling the presence of Christ within, have not been
deceived. The angels of God were not mistaken,
when they filled the very heavens with their songs
of rejoicing that first Christmas morning. It is
cternally true: “He bowed the heavens and came
down for our salvation.” None of this mighty work
of redemption and salvation could have been wrought,
had the “Babe of Bethlehem” been born of Joseph
as a human father.

Repeated In Every Life

Is that all? Must we be content with reading
the inspired account of the Virgin Birth, in its
simple tenderness and beauty, and see it only as
the record of an event which took place 2,000 years
ago? Is there nothing in it which touches our own
lives today? Truly there is. For the miracle of the
Virgin Birth is repeated in every life that is being
prepared for heaven. It is none other than the
coming of the Lord into that life. As quietly, as
unobtrusively, as the birth of the Babe of Bethlchem,
He comes, so that at first we may not even be con-
scious of His presence. “The wind bloweth where
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thercof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh nor whither it goeth.
So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” In one
sense, Mary’s part in the birth of Christ was pas-
sive. That greatest of all events was a Divine
miracle. No human being had an active part in it.
So with the coming of the Lord into a human life:
it is a work of Divine mercy. Does that mean that
we have nothing to do with His coming? Surely
not. There must be in us the spirit which filled the
heart of Mary—the spirit of humility, of regard
for what is true and good, and above all, the willing-
ness to submit our lives to His leading. “Behold
the handmaid of the Lord: be it unto me according
to thy word.” In the Gospel story, Mary represents
the love of all those spiritual principles which are
found in the teachings of the Church. It is that love
which is the “handmaid of the Lord.” It is through
that love that He can be born in the soul. It is
that love which sends us to the Lord in prayer, and
calls forth from the heart the words, “Be it unto
me according to Thy word.”

Yes, and it is that love which sings for joy. “My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit doth
rejoice in God my Savior.” And we find the truth
of those triumphant words, “He that is Mighty
hath done to me great things.” For in times
of temptation, He does, indeed “Show strength
with His arm,” putting down the mighty forces of
evil “from their seats,”” and “exalting those of
low degree.” And whatever may be our lot in
life, there comes a scnse of deep and satisfying
contentment, for “He hath filled the hungry with
good things.” Truly, there is a sense in which the
“Virgin Birth” is cnacted in every human life, that
the “Christ-Child® may, as life advances, become
to us “King of kings and Lord of lords.”



EDITORIAL

Wisdom and A Babe

A STAR shone upon the world. Many saw it
and of these some asked what it meant. The
magi watched it and wondered, and by the altar
fires that they always kept burning, they wrote down
their observations and perhaps their speculations.
Some among them saw the star as a beckoning light,
calling them to Him who was to save the world. They
heeded and, led by the star, set out on their pilgrim-
age. They stopped at the palace of Herod. Here
voices from the past, even the voice of prophecy
gave help. “In Bethlehem of Judea for thus it is
written by the prophet, And thou in Bethlehem, in the
land of Juda, art not the least among the princes
of Juda: for out of thee shall come a governor, that
shall rule my people Isracl.” (Maitt. 2:5-6) Herod,
a personification of the lust for dominion, sensed a
threat to his power and resolved to destroy at once
the Babe born in Bethlchem.

Perhaps the wise men were chilled by the reception
they got at the court of Herod. Perhaps they were
disappointed to find that He whose star they had
scen was not to be born to a prince of renown and
in a royal household. Nevertheless, they did not give
up their quest, for the light of the star still beckoned
them. In the humblest surroundings they found Him
whom they sought, presented to Him their gifts, and
worshipped Him. Then they passed off the stage,
their role at an end. Never again do the Gospels
speak of them.

What part would they have taken in the moment-
ous events of the Lord’s ministry upon earth, had
they stayed on in the Holy Land? Would they have
come to recognize that He was no mere earthly
ruler but the “Word made flesh”? Or would they
have been among those who turned back and fol-
lowed Him no more? It is useless to speculate on
this. But it might be noted that the first followers
of the Lord were not recruited from those recognized
by the world as men of wisdom. And He Himself
said that though His message was revealed unto
babes, it was “hidden from the wise.” It is similarly
true today that many who are conspicuous for their
intellectual prowess are not the most ardent scekers
for the “Word made flesh,” nor the ones who most
quickly sce in the Lord’s humanity God revealing
Himself to His children. Many of the battles that
Christianity has fought in recent centuries have been
against those who were learned, enlightened, and
equipped with the best scientific knowledge available.

The Gospel story of the wise men tells us that
the quest for God cannot be made without the in-
tellect. It is by intelligence that truth is appre-
hended, and only he is wise who has acquired truth.
All truth should lead to God. Man can grow in
the good and an understanding of God only by truth.
For it is truth that makes him aware of an ever
higher and higher good. If man is to rise from his
present state to a higher level of goodness, it must
come about by the acquisition of truth about a good
that is yvet to be attained. In other words, man

cannot climb dircctly from the state he is in to a
higher state. He must reccive instruction (truths)
about how to climb.

However, let it not be thought that the attain-
ment of new levels of good, or of a closer walk with
God, is merely a matter of learning. Much less is
it a privilege that belongs to the wise and learned
alone. The Gospels make this clear by including
in the Christmas story Luke’s account of the humble
shepherds who were led to the Lord’s crib by the song
of the angels rather than the light of a star.

The wise men and their journey to find the infant
Jesus signify the intellectual quest for God. The
light which served as their compass signifies truth.
But how small a light! Just the faint rays of a
distant star shining in the darkness at the season
of the year when day is at its shortest and night
at its longest. Should not all the heavens have been
aglow with a light such as never had been seen on
land or sea to proclaim the wonder that was taking
place in Bethlchem? No, for God does not carry
on His work under fanfare and blazing publicity.
To do so would compel belief and destroy man’s
moral freedom. So all His creative work procceds
as quietly as the growth of a seed into a tree. Truth
in the human mind increases and gathers strength
slowly.

There was spiritual darkness and stagnation
throughout the world, when God in a human form
came into it, as suggested by the night and by the
winter season of the Christmas story. The beckoning
light seen by the wise men symbolizes the gleam of
spiritual truth which can lead to the Lord. The star
was a prophecy of an infinitely greater Light that
was to come. The wise men heeded this small light
and it led them to the newly born Child in Bethlehem.,

In this Christmas season and in every Christmas
season the light that we have to guide us to the
God of justice, mercy, and love, in a world that is
rent by hate, may be, in a quantitative sense, as
small as the light of a candle shining upon God’s
Word. Our comprehension of the truth gained from
the Word may in the beginning be as meager as that
of a child on hearing or reading the beautiful Christ-
mas story for the first time. But if we will follow
the leading of whatever spiritual truth from the
Word shines into our minds, we, too, shall be guided
to the house of bread, signified by Bethlehem, and
we, too, shall find the Lord.

THE SWEDENBORG EPIC
By Cymier O. SiGsTEDT

Regular $4.50 Edition — Now only $2.00

A special shipment just received for
Christmas sales. This will make the perfect
gift to everyone on your list.

Order from
THE NEW - CHURCH PRESS

108 CLARK STREET
Brooklyn I, New York
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Grorge Wareen Hughes—1876-1954

George Warriner Hughes was born
on March 13, 1876, in Jacksonville,
Florida. He received his education in
England, where he first became ac-
quainted with the writings of Sweden-
borg, and later attended a military
academy in New York, He was mar-
ried in 1906 in the New York Sweden-
borgian Church; and brought his family
to Cincinnati in 1921, He was adver-
tising manager for Hires’ Root Beer
Company, and was associated with
Child’s Restaurant and the Rollman
Company.

Mr. Hughes was a gentle soul who
loved children. He and his wife gave

many hours of their time to the prep-
aration and arrangements of League
and Sunday School entertainment in
their home. Often 20 or 30 girls and
boys enjoyed the hospitality of this gra-
cious host, whose home was always open
to the young people of the New Church.
He was a staunch member, who was
very active in all affairs of the church.
He often said he considered it a privi-
lege to be a student of Swedenborg and
a follower of Christianity according to
New Church Doctrines. He rarely
missed Sunday Service until a chronic
heart disease forced his retirement from
almost all activity.

Amid the sorrow and regret of his
family and friends Mr. Hughes was
called from this worldly home on Sep-
tember 7, 1954, He will be sorely
missed, and long remembered for his
kindness and charity. The church is
especially grateful to him for the hand-
some pedestal, upon which rests the bust
of Swedenborg, and the beautiful in-
scription of the Faith of the New
Church in the Parish house.

Let us rejoice with him in the attain-
ment of that greater life to which he
has gone,

Leonarp King,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Promise or Sign of Christmas
(Concluded from page 401)

ought not to let the glamor of other gifts, nor the
glitter of other hopes, dim our sight or diminish
our search for Him who came to free us from our
sins,

Reaching Down To Man

It may be indeed hard for us to find Him if we
only look outside the range of our inward experience
of His love and care for us. We nced to remember
that God came into the world in the lowly guise of
Man, as the Babe of Bethlehem and the Carpenter
of Nazareth, that He might gain our very experience
and so be able to help us with our problems at our
own levels of life. He stooped so low that He might
get underneath the race of man and lift it up. In
so doing, He got His shoulders underncath men’s
burdens to relicve men of the crushing weight that
lay upon them.

To be sure, nothing great and nothing lasting in
life is accomplished without stooping down. In the
material world, we must get underneath the burdens
we wish to raise; in teaching children, we must stoop
down to the level of their thought and experience
in order that we may lead them upward and onward.
And, in a spiritual way, the same rule was adopted
by God. He came to redeem us by coming down
to our low estates, and thus to be able to walk with
us, live with us, fight with us and conquer with us,
to the end that He might lead us into the light of
truth. And this He did by His life and work in the
world as Jesus Christ, our Lord. He accommodated
His love, His wisdom, His power, His life, to our
love, wisdom, power and life. In that way He led
us through the darkness of ignorance into the light
of knowledge.

The marks of our Lord’s Humanity and the ac-
commodations of His Divine life to ours are pictured
in the scene of His Nativity where as the Babe of
Bethlehem, He received the homage of men in their
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own conditions of life and hope. He received alike
the homage of the Wise Men and that of the humble
shepherds. To Him the rich and the poor or the
wise and untutored are equally precious, and they
were all recipients of His redemptive love.

“God With Us”

We should then look for, find and cherish this
great gift of God to us—the pure and child-like
affection for good and truth. We should cherish
in our hearts the richness, the greatness, and the
absolute unselfishness of His love. We should listen
to the great message of hope, joy and good will
it brings. We, each in our own way, should be
thankful that in the “fullness of time” the Word
was made flesh and dwelt among men.

Let us, therefore, at this point be most happy
and contented that the Holy Scason of Christmas
is fast approaching. Let us treasure in our hearts
the angel’s song of praise: “Behold, I bring you
tidings of great joy which shall be to all people:
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David,
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” Let
us meditate upon this until some of the Divine mean-
ing and beauty sinks into our souls and helps us
to see the true purpose of the Lord’s coming into
the world. If we would ponder deeply in our hearts
the angel’s message to us we shall learn to know
the Lord as God battling with us against the evils
of the world and of our nature, as God redeeming
us and saving us and the world from the devastating
effects of sin. May we learn to know Him as “God
with us,” and may we learn to detect His love and
saving power, and to feel His presence in us. The
fact that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was
born in Bethlchem of Judea is the sign and seal that
our salvation is sure, providing we live a life of
love and good in accordance with His Word.



THE ANNUAL APPEAL

The Annual Appeal is off to a good start, according to its chairman,
Adolph T. Licbert, Jr. Most societies observed November 21 as
“Stewardship Sunday” with an order of service written by the Rev.
Richard H. Tafel, chairman of the Council of Ministers.

It is pointed out that the contributions reccived from the Annual
Appeal make possible a variety of useful and necessary services. The
Augmentation Fund augments ministers’ salaries in smaller parishes and
aids Theological School students. The Board of Home and Foreign Mis-
sions is our major department of Christian outreach and aids mission
outposts extending from the far north to the Fiji Islands as well as mis-
sions on this continent. Pensions for retired ministers and families of
ministers are drawn from Appeal income. The official Cpnvention
biweekly, Tur New CuurcH MEesseNGER, needs help since subscription
receipts do not cover costs,

Various Church boards and committees arc maintained or aided by
Appeal funds. Examples are the Bible Study School, the Sunday School
Association, the summer camps. Then there are the inevitable expenses
of the annual meeting of Convention, regular administrative expenses,

and operational expenses,

31, 1955:
EXPENDITURES

School students)

The Appeal Committee states:

The following is the estimated budget for the year ending March

AUGMENTATION FUND.ovvvicrireniicreanes
(Augments ministers’ salaries and aids Theological

................. sssvessstssressrvenes

MissioNs—Home and Foreign—Church Extension............ 30,825.00
Pexsions—For retired ministers and the families of
MiNiSters .. ceentsroesnnerants ervreesesensrensiane 13,359.00
Tur MesseNaer—Official Convention Publication............ 4,700.00
(Cost in excess of subscriptions and other income)
CuurcH Boarps aAND COMMITTEES...cccccvecunernn. osvenenrentinanas 9,725.00
(Programs, Bible Study, Sunday School, Philosophical
Center, Summer Camps, etc.)
ANNUAL CONVENTION AND JOURNAL......ceun.e... rernerisesessassas 5,300.00
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 20,130.00
OFPERATIONAL EXPENSES...iioinivcrectonsuimsnciesieesersrssessessassnssennes 9,120.00
(Travel, Printing, Repairs, Insurance, Postage and
Annual Appeal)
TOTAL EXPENDITURES ............... . v $125,474.00
Less—Income from investments...n...coceereenenn. crsrenrresnrassranne 100,000.00

(Exclusive of income for independent church bodies)
AMOUNT NEEDED FroM CONTRIBUTIONS......veeeenenes retvrrreries

Your Committece has used the budget figures as presented to the
General Council by the Budget Committee in setting up the above Budget.
The expenses are about $8,500.00 more than last year, largely in the
Augmentation Fund, due to greater expenses for the Theological students.

$ 32,295.00

$ 25,474.00

Association Meetings

In the fall of the ycar many of the
associations within Convention hold
their annual meetings.

Perhaps the most noteworthy was
that of the Massachusetts Association,
which met in Elmwood, contributing to
that Society’s celebration of the 100th
anniversary of its church edifice. This
was the 249th meeting of the Massachu-
setts Association, which meets bienni-
ally, and included many reports, among
which were the Blairhaven Committee
and the Radio Committee, and an ac-
count by the Rev. Franklin Blackmer,
President of Convention, of his two

months in the West visiting other Asso-
ciation meetings. The Rev. Edwin G.
Capon reported on his interesting ex-
periences as a “Special Visitor” at the
second meeting of the World Council of
Churches at Evanston. This was fol-
lowed by panel discussions on Evan-
gelism, Social Justice, and Fellowship.

In the Midwest, the Illinois Associ-
ation met as guests of La Porte Society,
which has recently been reactivated
under the able leadership of the Rev.
John Spiers. Of major interest was the
decision to continue the support of the
mission work in Norway, Iowa, under
the leadership of Mr. Daniel Pederson.

Kansas Association Meets

At the same time as the National
Association was in session, the Kansas
Association met in Pawnee Rock, Kan-
sas, October 24. The meeting opened
with a Sunday School session, followed
by the worship service with the presi-
dent of Convention, the Rev. Franklin
H. Blackmer giving the sermon. The
business mecting began at 2:30 in the
afternoon, with the president of the As-
sociation, the Rev. Eric Zacharias, in
the chair. The Association voted to
supply the 107 Kansas libraries with a
subscription to The MesseNaer. Many
thanks. Also it was voted to continue
the use of the meontbly bulletin, Your
Church; to give $500.00 to the Board
of Missions, and to have Association
ministers continue their visits to groups
and socicties now without a resident
minister.

The evening session heard an address
by the Rev. Mr. Blackmer on the devel-
opment of the New Church in the past
and the challenge it faces today.

Pawnee Rock Holds Surprise Party

The Pawnee Rock, Kansas, Society
held a surprise party, November 8, for
their pastor, the Rev. Julian Kendig,
and his wife in honor of their wedding
anniversary.

The Vatican Library and the Writings
The Rev. Warren Goddard, chairman

of the Evidence Committee, announces
that just recently the Committee re-
ceived the information that the follow-
ing books by Swedenborg are in the
Vatican Apostolic Library:

Arcana Coclestia

Apocalypse Revealed

The Four Doctrines

Apocalypse Explained

Heaven and Hell

The True Christian Religion

Divine Love and Wisdom

The Coronis

The Last Judgment

Continuation of the Last Judgment

and The Spiritual World
Doctrine of the New Jerusalem
“How much these volumes are read,

we have no way of knowing, but it is
the hope of the Committee that as the
years go by they will be more and more
read, and with growing appreciation,”
the Rev. Mr, Goddard comments.

Money For Your Treasury

OVER 1,500,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS

Were sold in 1953 by members of Sunday
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People’s
Groups, ete. They enable you to earn
money for your treasury, and make friends
for your organization,

Sample Frze to an Official

SANGAMON MILLS
Established 1915 Colioes, N. Y.
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Everywhere, Everywhere Christmas Tonight

Christmas in lands of the fir tree and pine,
Christmas in lands of the palm trec and vine;
Christmas where snow peaks stand solemn and white,
Christmas where corn-fields lie sunny and bright;
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night!

Christmas where children are hopeful and gay,
Christmas where old men are patient and gray;
Christmas where peace like a dove in its flight;
Broods o'er brave men in the thick of the fight;
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night!

For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all;
No palace too great—no cottage too small.

The angels who welcome him sing from the height,
“In the city of David a King in His might.”
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night!

Then let every heart keep its Christmas within

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred of sin,

Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right,
Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love of the light,
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night!

So the stars of the midnight which compass us round,
Shall see a strange glory and hear a sweet sound

And cry “Look! the earth is aflame with delight,

O sons of the morning rejoice at the sight.”
Everywhere, everywhere Christmas to-night!

Bisnor PuiLnirs Brooks
(1835-1893)

Unseen

to bless.

Christmas Carol

To-night my heart’s in Bethlehem
And in a stable where

The baby Jesus lies asleep
Within the manger there.

I see sweet Mary kneel beside
The Baby in the hay

A wondrous smile upon her face
Her lips move as to pray.

The shepherds and the wise men come
Atravelled from afar

From out the silent desert place

Led by the gleaming star.

Tonight, my Lord, be born again
Within this heart to stay

Take Thou my life, my willing gift
And shape it as Thou may.

WesLey S. Strana
Paterson, N. J.

Reality

the hand that charts
and guides our course, yet real
as blossoms on the fruitful bough

Maner C. Fuirer

Another Missionary Activity

Charles E. Witzel, Jr.,, Valley Cot-
tage, N. Y., is engaging in a form of
missionary activity by writing to theo-
logical seminaries and colleges, inquir-
ing if these would not be interested in
obtaining copies of Swedenborg’s works.
No doubt he would appreciate any in-
formation or suggestions on this effort.

Kitchener Holds A Tea

The ladies of the Kitchener, Ontario,
New Church held a tea on November
20 in honor of Miss Alberta Schneider.

Connecticut - Westchester Group

At its November vesper services, con-
ducted by the Rev. William Waofen-
den, the Connecticut-Westchester group
elected Theodore Nash as treasurer, and
made plans for expansion during the
year. The meeting was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. John Burbank,
Stamford, Conn.

San Diego Society Held Play

The Alpha-Omega Players of the San
Diego New Church Society worked
throughout November on a play entitled
“Accidentally Yours.” The first pres-
entation was made November 5, and
since then several have followed.
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Something Stirring Among Leaguers

Tue MgrsseNcger would like to con-
gratulate the young people who are
publishing the American New Church
League Journal upon its goed-looking
appearance, its interesting information
and well-written articles. In the Sep-
tember-October issue is included a mes-
sage from the secretary of the Young
People’s League of the Tokyo New
Church Socicty, a message from the
League President, Edward Hinckley,
the League Secretary, Faith Poole’s re-
port on the 1954 Conference, and vari-
ous other reports of the League's busi-
ness affairs.

Readers of Tue Messenagen will be
interested to learn of the ANCL'’s
Korean project which succeeded in
sending 72 packages to a Korean New
Church minister, the packages contain-
ing everything from shoelaces to games
and candy. The publication devotes two
pages to a list of the activities and in-
terests of “Swedenborg, the man” and
tributes to him from well-known per-
sonages.

We also learn in the report of the
Journal's Editor, that Annie Perry
Nichols of Natick, Mass., is the new
Production Editor.

Congratulations, Leaguers, on this
fine publication!
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PINKING SHEARS
Only $1.95 postpaid
Chromium plated, precision made.

Manufacturer's overstock. Guar-

anteed $7.95 value or money re-
funded.

Order by Mail.
LINCOLN SURPLUS SALES
1704 Farwell Av., Chicago 26, Il
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PERRY

KINDERGARTEN NORMAL
SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1898

Students upon graduation at the
end of three years’ training are pre-
pared for teaching in nursery school,
kindergarten and primary grades.

Graduates of Perry Normal may
obtain their B.S. degree in Educa-
tion through College credits allowed
and attendance at College summer
school sessions.

Send for catalog
Mrs. H. H. JoNeEs, Principal
F. GarpINER PERRY, Manager
815 Boylston Street, Room M
Boston 16, Mass.
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The Perfect Christmas Tree

by Carol Lawson

It was CHRISTMAS MORNING.

The minister had digressed again from his

sermon and was comparing man to an iceberg. My thoughts wandered until I
found myself looking askance at Adele, my hostess, in her dark mink coat, her
entire costume so chic and elegant, and contrasting her with the thin young matron
in the pew ahead whose hat and unpressed tweed suit had been thrown on in two

seconds. Not much more time had been
spent on her children’s and husband’s
appearances than on her own, and yet
their pew seemed very warm with the
Christmas spirit; while Adele seemed
to be sitting in the midst of the music,
the holly and poinsettias, completely un-
touched, and somewhat bored by the
familiar story from St. Luke.

I wondered, why did Adele so rigor-
ously observe the forms? Why did she
come to church or observe Christmas
at all? Perhaps I was being unfair,
but her preoccupation with details dur-
ing the past twenty-four hours, and her
almost mastery of perfection, were be-
ginning to irritate me.

After church, Adele made us wait on
her doorstep while she went inside to
get a broom. Our feet thumped to keep
warm, knocking off bits of crunched
snow. The cold wind brushed little
clouds of snow frem the window panes
so that inside I could see the blue and
white Christmas tree.

“Bet at home, Ginnie, you'd just go
in the back door and hang up all your
things by the wood stove and let ‘em
drip,” said Bert, her husband, making
conversation. “But you'll have to get
used to our city ways.”

At last the door opened and closed.
“Do you mind?” laughed Adele, brush-
ing our galoshes vigorously as we stoed
on the tidy doorstep.

“Of course, we mind being left out-
side to freeze and then having our shins
all banged up,” complained Bert, but
you could see he was used to it.

I laughed politely. I had come to
spend the Christmas weekend with
Adele and Bert, because I was alone
and new in the city, and they had been
friends of my family in the small coun-
try town where we all had lived. After
the grim functionalism of my lodgings
at the downtown YWCA, I was en-
joying the soft ease of their suburban
home, the luxury of the four-poster and
crimson puff in the guest-room, and yet
it was so difficult to make conversation
—after a day and a half—that I was
wondering if I couldn’t find some ex-
cuse to leave before my time was up.
The downtown Y might be preferable to
the emotional chasteness of Adele’s
house.

““Well, come in then; here, leave those
on the doorstep.”

“Mmm,” I sniffed, “is that oyster
dressing?” It was a safe bet that Adele

wouldn't have ordinary stuffing. Actu-
ally my nose was so cold I couldn’t
smell a thing.

She brightened. “No, it's chestnut,
and, you know, you just add a little
cointreau for that certain something.”
She sheok the dark mink coat, hung it
carefully on a padded hanger in the
closet, then disappeared towards the
kitchen.

I wandered into the living room try-
ing to shake my feelings of irritation
with their too well-ordered existence.
After all, why should I find it annoying
that a pair of middle-aged friends of
the family should prosper in the city,
drive a Chrysler, and garner up for
themselves all the accruments of an
ideal suburban life? If that was what
they wanted, why not let them enjoy
it? The Christmas tree blinked at me
—another lovely yet cold creation, all
white with tiny blue lights and minia-
ture decorations made of milkweed
seeds. The seeds had been dipped in
silver gilt, pierced by silver threads by
which they were suspended like wispy
silver comets.

“You know, I wouldn’t bother with a
tree at all if the Johnsons weren’t com-
ing,” said Adele coming in behind me
and settling in a deep chair. In her
fifties, she had elegance and fashion and
a slim figure that any of the girls at the
Y might envy.

“Who are the Johnsons?” I asked.

“The young couple next door. He's
an instructor at the University. You
know, the thin tired-looking girl who
sat in front of us at church with the
five children.”

“We always invite them over for
Christmas afternoon,” said Bert,

“And that’s why we have a tree,” said
Adele, “because it’s an enormous bother,
vou know.”

*This kind of a tree must be,” I said,
“and all those delicate wispy milkweed
ornaments — they must take hours to
hang on.”

“They do,” said Adele, “they really
do...
Then there followed, as I had sur-
mised, a Christmas dinner, fit for a
gourmet, from turkey te plum pudding,
and as we sat down again around the
fire we could look across the lawns and
see the Johnsons, mother and father and
five merry children, coming out their

front door. Mr. Johnson was thin and
athletic with curly brown hair, keen
brown eyes, and I guessed that he was
definitely the head of his household.
His wife was slender, vivacious, and
pretty in spite of her responsibilities.

“Oh dear,” cried Adele, “they’re
early! I've got to do some things in
the kitchen. Make my excuses and say
I'll join you in about fifteen. minutes.”
She vanished.

The Johnsons trooped across the
snow, the little ones plowing in straight
lines, and the big ones chasing each
other in wide circles, so that the entire
snowy lawn became churned up. I felt
misgivings. Adele surely would not like
it. There was a furious pounding on
the door.

“Aunt Adele! Uncle Bert! We're
here!” Bert opened the door and two
of the smallest Johnsons fell right in.

“You tripped me!”
“I did not!”’

They scrumbled up and ran in, fol-
lowed by twe larger children who ran
up to the white tree in open-eyed
delight.

“Aunt Adele!”

“How gorgeous!”

“Look, they'rc made out of milk-
weeds!” The two smallest lunged,
cither for each other or for a handful
of milkweed ornaments, I was never
sure which, and at the same time the
last child closed the front door behind
his parents with a trcmendous wham!
The tree, tipped by the pulling of the
little ones’ hands, was blown just
enough by the draft from the door to
send the whole blue and white creation
toppling to the floor. Many of the blue
lights were shattered, the little children
howled beneath the white branches, and
poor Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were struck
dumb. It had happened so fast, like a
hurricane, and shreds of milkweed were
floating all over the room, settling on
picture frames and floating down to the
rug. Thank goodness, Adele hadn’t
been there,

Bert moved first. “Here, get these
poor little tykes out. Ginny, just break
the branches off, so the kids won't get
scratched.”

Between us we broke off half a dozen
of the lower branches and extricated
two tear-stained little Johnsons, still
sobbing. Mr, and Mrs. Johnson, still
looking horrified, tried to comfort them
and apologize to Bert at the same time.
In the meanwhile the three older chil-
dren disappeared discreetly by the front
door. Bert and I started to set the
white tree up again but one glance at
its mangled top and amputated bottom
branches sent us out the door where we
leaned the poor white tree against the
side of the house. Mr. Johnson had un-
plugged the string of smashed blue
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lights and was trying to sweep up the
hits of blue glass with the fire broom.

Suddenly, we heard singing out in the
snow. Through the window we saw the
largest Johnson child pulling a sled and
on it the Johnsons’ own Christmas tree,
balanced on either side by the mittened
hands of the two middle children. *“Deck
the halls,” they were singing, “with
boughs of helly, fa la-la, la-la, la, la,
la, la!”

I opened the door and the three of
them, never stopping to wipe the snow
from their boots, tramped in and set the
tree in the white tree’s holder. The
youngest child jumped off his mother’s
lap—"“Here! I'll plug the lights in,”
he shouted. “I know where the plug
is!” And he crawled beneath the tree
to do it.

On went the lights: gaudy, ordinary
cones of green, red, and yellow. The
Woolworth variety of ornaments and
icicles shone. There stood the John-
sons’ tree, quite unoriginal and common-
place, and somewhat skinny and dishev-
eled, like the Johnsons themselves,

I looked at Adele’s torn-up living
room apprehensively—the melting pud-
dles of snow on the rug, bits of milk-
weed everywhere, crushed pieces of blue
glass, white pine needles and twigs, and
in the midst of the upheaval, the John-
sons’ gaudy little tree, replacing her
elegant white one.

Adele called from the kitchen, “Good-
ness, what a racket! Bert, plense open
the door—I have a tray of hot cocoa.”
And then as Bert opened the door,
she continued:

“I hope all of you active little chil-
dren brushed the snow off. "’

There was complete silence for a mo-
ment as she surveyed the perfect room.
Everyone was quiet and faced her
tremulously,

“Well,” she said after a long pause,
“it’s finally beginning to look like
Christmas around here.”

My knces gave way, and I sat down
in the nearest chair. The words of the
sermon came back to me, “people are
like icebergs, nine-tenths submerged.”
How true. I would never judge anyone
by his surface again. The children and
everyone were trying to explain to
Adele what had happened.

“Never mind,” she said. "I never
really did like that white tree—it was
too perfect.”

WHAT WILL SANTA BRING YOUR CHILD?

Golden October had hardly shed a
leaf from our sweet gum tree when
kindly grown-ups were asking the chil-
dren, “What’s Santa going to bring
you?”’ Nearly every day the postman
brings a gift catalogue, and my four-
year-old pores over it, murmuring, “I
would like one of those . ..”

Last year a full-page ad in the eve-
ning paper was headed: “Christmas is
a shoppers’ holiday.” Is Christmas a
shoppers’ holiday or a religious holiday
at your house? Are you so worn out
with shopping and wrapping that you
catch a few minutes extra sleep while
the children rush downstairs, pounce on
their packages, and tear them open?
Christmas is for children, we hear all
around us. Can we give our children
a Christmas full of giving and sharing
and singing, full of the wonder and joy
of the Christ Child’s birthday?

As we think of the beautiful story of
the wise men journeying from the East
to Bethlehem, we are struck by the de-
votion of these men to the infant Lord.
“When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy. And when
they were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him:
and when they had opened their treas-
ures, they presented unto him gifts;
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”

These were the first Christmas gifts
—not toys for the Babe, but gifts fit for
a king—not trinkets brought from a
sense of duty and obligation, but sym-
bols of love and adoration toward the
Lord. What a perfect gift it would be
if we could give our children the rev-
erence that the wise men felt for the
Baby at Bethlechem. But the church
and Sunday School cannot do this for
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us alone. No Sunday School lesson can
instill in them the reverence they feel
when they set up a creche at home.
When the family joins in singing carols
and reading the Christmas story, they
know in their hearts that Christmas is
more than Santa Claus and full stock-
ings hanging by the fireplace. There's
a wonderful family feeling that grows
when the whole family goes to the
Christmas service together. The chil-
dren sense that Christmas is not a holi-
day just for them. As far back as I
remember, that wonderful, excited holi-
day fecling began when we all went to
the Christmas Sunday service,

How old must our children be before
we can teach them that Christmas is
giving, not just getting. Do we have
to wait until they are teen-agers, and
then plunge them suddenly inte an
adult world of giving? The toddler can
carry a package to Grandmother, and
a three-year-old can help wrap a pres-
ent for Daddy. Can you ever forget
the shining eyes of a child watching
his mother open the present that he has
made for her? What does a child learn
about sharing when he finds his own
gifts piled in a chair, to open as fast
as he can, regardless of the rest of
the family? What a lot more fun
Christmas is when one package at a
time is opened, as all the family watches
in sympathetic excitement! What sat-
isfaction in a child’s heart when the
family admires the gift he has made!

“But,” say the busy mothers, “it’s so
much easier for me to buy a present and
mark the tag—From Johnny.” Are we
getting too busy to give our children
the satisfaction of creating and giving?
My mother was a busy schoolteacher,
but she always had time to help us

make our Christmas lists, reminding us,
“Don’t forget Aunt Bess,” or “Do you
want to embroider a bureau scarf for
Grandmother?” She could suggest
things to make for nearly everyone on
our lists. She helped us string pop-
corn, cranberries, and peanuts for our
little pine tree in the front yard, so
even the birds and squirrels would be
remembered. Do most children now
make lists of gifts for others, or of
presents they hope to receive? Let's
not ask the children, “What will Santa
bring you?” but “What will you give
your Mommy ?”

What will we give our children this
year for Christmas? Dolls and trucks
and socks and sweaters? Or hymns
and carols and the story of the first
Christmas? Will Christmas be all over
at ten o’clock in the morning, or will
it be filled from morning to night with
the joy of sharing with others? Will
we heap presents on our little ones
while there are children on the other
side of town who will have neither toys
nor turkey nor even warm clothes? If
we give our children the Christmas
spirit, if we teach them to give to others,
they will keep forever the wonder
and excitement of Christmas morning.
When the childish happiness of opening
their prescnts has faded, they will still
remember the love and joy that came
at Christmastide,

“O how shall I keep my Christmas?”
As they keep it in heaven above;

O keep it with peace and thanksgiving,
And kindliest deeds of love;

And share with the poor and needy
The joys which the Lord gives thee;

And thy heart shall keep with the angels
The Lord's Nativity,



LETTERS % EDITOR

Review Of A Review

To the Eprron:

In a review of Arnold J. Toynbee's
A Study of History which appeared in
The New York Times of October 17th,
it is made evident that Toynbee is ac-
quainted with Swedenborg’s doctrine of
The Grand Man; or, at least, that he
has a prescience of the ultimate civil-
izations of mankind as evolving a world
society of differing peoples, each func-
tioning in wholesome relationship with
others, but together forming a unified
whole. It is also evident, from the re-
viewer’s appraisal of Toynbee’s point
of view, that this ultimate end, or goal,
is contrary to the thinking of historians,
generally.  We note the two differing
approaches to the subject: (1) that of
- a mere recorder of events, and (2) that
of an interpreter of cvents as a running
sequence of spiritual progress in the
civilizations of the world, from ancient
times to the present. As Swedenborg
would mark the difference between the
external and the inner life, or the form
and the substance,

It is distressing to note, in this day
and age, a professor of political science
(D. W. Brogan, of Cambridge Univer-
sity) taking issue with Toynbee whose
theory, far-reaching as it is, is founded
on a truth, more evident today than it
was when the lines: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal . . . were written;
and which, since that time has seen the
world awakened and responsive in vary-
ing degrees to it,

There we have it, the gist of what is
happening throughout the world today,
a stage in the Second Coming of the
Lord, here and now. Some call it
chaos; others will see that it is the birth
agony of the New Age. It is this, the
latter, and only this, wherein we can
find hope, and only as we have eyes to
sce, ears to hear, and a will to work
for it.

Clearly, Toynbee is treading on what
many would call dangerous ground.
The McCarthyites would be the first to
say it is subversive. Other seclf-seeking
politicians would call it by some other
ugly name. But, what is it, really?
Religious, isn’t it? Do we not pro-
claim that God is love? And we ask,
what is truth? Here is what Toynbec
says: ““The first lesson for our times
is that the national state is not only
obsolete but sinful—it is wrong because
it breeds militarism and provides a
man-made idol to be worshiped by its
maker.”  And be adds:  “The only
theme of history worthy of the highest
attention is religion.” He dislikes the-
ology as much as militarism,

Now then, what is wrong? Is it not
that we have kept religion separate
from life? However much we quote
Swedenborg’s much publicised motto:
“Religion has relation to life and the
life of religion is to do . . . ,” we still
find many so-called religious people who
rise in horror at the idea that we should
bring our religion into our politics.
Why?

Politics as the means of making ef-
fective the will of people who are free
and desire a government by, for, and
of the people, should express, and does
demonstrate, the quality of that will.
If politics is bad, it is only an indica-
tion that there is something bad in the
will. It is what we make it. Politics
should be religion in action, not eccles-
jnsticism, mind you, but religion, ns a
way of life. If it is not grounded in
truth it cannot be sound, and the whole
structure must fail. Our religion and
our life are one and the same; our
political responsibility depends on the
fusion of these qualities of character as
it affects our communal life as well as
our private social relations with the
nearest neighbor. We are neighborly
in the broadest sense, or we are self-
centered and worldly, leaving the re-
sponsibility, and giving the blame, to
the other fellow.

It is shocking to recall that it was
among so-called Christian nations that
a war of world-wide proportions came
about, and more shocking still that a
second and greater such catastrophe
should follow. There are those who
feel that there is today an undercurrent
of manceuvering toward a third war,
despite all the nice talk to the contrary,
when the very nations responsible for
the previous ones are spending most of
their substance for the furthering of
this murderous business, manufacturing
for profit such weapons as may lead to
universal suicide. But witness, too,
alongside these movements, the desper-
ate efforts of non-professing Christians,
religions of another name, working for
the prevention of future wars! How
they persist in the advecaey of “sitting
down to reason together” with the crst-
while enemy. Whose God, then, is the
Prince of Peace?

Yes, in the clouds—despite the bewil-
derment of the times—we must discern
the Second Coming of the Lord, But
we must reach above and through the
clouds with our vision. We should not
enjoy staying in the clouds. Do we
really mean what we think we believe?
Then let’s stop quoting overmuch and
begin to learn and to work. We have
a job to do. Our spiritual quality from
which stems our action is what testifies
to our character and points to the di-
rection in which we find our life, our

very being. It is the only hope for the
world and for ourselves.

Can we agree with the reviewer of
Mr. Toynbee's theses when he says:
“Many historians, contemplating his-
tory, see no evidence that Ged is love.
But this deep intuition is the heart of
Mr. Toynbee’s book. It makes him re-
luctant to admit the importance of eco-
nomic and technicological changes. It
makes him minimize the possibility that
a great world religion can he atheistic
and ‘this-worldly’—that Marxism may
be such a religion.” Or can we agree
when the reviewer almost contemptu-
ously adds: “Still the prodigious range,
the fertility of illustration will reward
every reader willing to invest time and
industry and ignore minor faults—such
as an excessive passion for moralizing
and the most maddeningly pedantic sys-
tem of transliteration I have ever en-
countered.” No. We can have as little
patience with such deliberate blindness,
as with an obstinate, yet intelligent
pupil, who refuses to take instruction
from a wise teacher.

There we may see what ails the so-
called enlightened people of today.
Neverthcless, we may also see the light
(the go-ahead light) by which we may
safely proceed toward, and into that
New JWWorld, ever onward, necaring that
New Heaven on earth as we practice,
individually, and through our politics,
en masse, the New religion of life, One
God, one world, one humanity. My
song is dedicated to the United Nations:

Now let us sing a new song—E Pluribus
Unum;

O, let us make a joyful noise, let all
the world rejoice;

For, at last, we've bared an age-old
foe—

There’ll never again be status quo, but

E Pluribus Unum — All the world is
One! Then sing:

Chorus

E Pluribus Unum, shout: E Pluribus
Unum!

O’er the earth let it resound. Hence-
forth we are forward bound.

For the Americas and all of Europe,
Africa and all of Asia,

I's E Pluribus Unum; All the world
is One.

Verse

Then as we learn our new song: E Plu-
ribus Unum,

When toil and prayers and blood and
tears have vanquished all our fears

Out of many races, many creeds, our
kinship find in mutual needs,

It’s E Pluribus Unum: All the world
is One.

Lixa D. MiLLer
Katonah, N. Y,
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New Church Evangelism
by Everett K. Bray

EvanceLism 18 A NAME applied to a wide range of religious activities, but
the salvation of souls is the direct object in view wherever the term is used.
Because evangelistic zeal and ministration have been chiefly conspicuous in
churches adhering to a peculiar doctrinal interpretation of what salvation is and
how it is attained, evangelism itself has come to be too often considered identical

with the doctrines of these churches.
We find this succinctly stated in the
Britannica, thus: “Revivalism and evan-
gelism are frequently used as identical
terms; but evangelism stands for a cer-
tain interpretation of Christianity em-
phasizing the objective atonement of
Christ, the necessity of a new birth or
conversion, and salvation by faith. Re-
vivalism on the other hand denotes cer-
tain methods of presenting evangelical
doctrine, and the religions awakening
resulting thercfrom.” Webster omits
the doctrinal emphasis and defines it
mote in terms of methods, thus: Evan-
gelism is “preaching or promulgating
the gospel; the holding of speciul ser-
vices to secure conversions—sometimes
called public evangelism: (also) per-
sonal evangelism, seeking conversion
through personal conferences and
friendship; (also) visitation evangelism,
secking to secure religious decisions or
vecruits for the church by visitation of
individuals or families.”

By the New Standard Encyclopedia
we are reminded that the evangelism of
the Apostolic church was delegated in
the main, to special “evangelists,” whose
work “was of a special missionary char-
acter, its purpose being to carry the gos-
pel message to new parts, preparing the
way with aggressive work, for the more
settled and organizing work which
should follow.”

As to method, the New Church can
properly use all of the above, as far as
I can see. As to doctrine, the New
Church can use only the true doctrine
revealed to it from heaven. The very
meaning of “evangel,” as being “good
news,” certainly entitles the derivatives
of that word to a prominent place in the
vocabulary of the New Church. To
all of the good news of the Lord in His
First Coming, the New Church will add
and lift aloft the good news of His
Second Coming. And the New Church,
when it has become consciously evangel-
istic, will make the most of the good
news it has to bring to men.

The good news, however, is not that
of any sentimental Pollyanna universal-
salvation character. It is the rugged
truth of the universal laws-of-order, and
of the means whereby man may come
into conformity with them; and experi-
ence the blessedness which Divine Love
and Infinite Merey can give only in that
ordered way.

Therefore, the evangelism of the New
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Church will not obscure, or ease-over,
or omit any part of the message the
Lord has revealed to it, but will preach
the Gospel whole. Its privilege will
never overreach and obscure its respon-
sibility. And whether it addresses large
audiences, the reading public, small
groups or individuals one by one, the
supreme and immediate concern in the
soul of him who presents this Gospel
will be soul-salvation. It will be the
sense of concern and of responsibility
for the salvation of souls, that will en-
title the message to the name evangel-
ism. This means an unforgetting real-
ization that souls can be lost, that souls
are lost, and are being lost every day.

To the New Chureh evangelist it will
be a matter of real burden, whether the
men whom he may reach go to heaven,
or to hell, And his evangelism will de-
vote itself to making these people real-
ize that hell is not a good place to go to,
or a good state in which to be; and that
to be contented in hell entails the hor-
rible tragedy of dying while living. He
will really feel the import of the pic-
tures the Writings give of the inversions
of life that hell is; such cxpressions as
that, “after death . .. the enjoyment of
infernal love . . . is then turned into
what is undelightful, painful, and ter-
rible . . . (as) is meant in the Word by
torment and hell-fire” (Divine Provi-
dence 83, n. 8); that “after death . ..
the delight of the love of evil is turned
into infernal horror” (True Christian
Religion 490); and that one of the pur-
poses of the Lord in giving this new
revelation is, that we may see not only
“the wonders of heaven, . . . (but also)
the miseries of hell” (ibid. 771), If it
was of sufficient concern in the sight of
the Lord to save men from the horrors
and miseries of hell, for Him to come
Himself into this world in person, and
even to come again in second and fuller
revelation, then surely the burden of
this will rest soberingly upon the min-
istry of this Church which acknowledges
Him in both His Comings. “Who loves
a minister of the church . . . ,” writes
Swedenborg, “except for his learning,
his integrity of life, and his zeal for
the salvation of souls?’ (True Chris-
tian Religion 418).

The standard passage that our minds
habitually turn to in regarding the
duties of the priesthoed (The New

Jerusalem 315), when thought through
comes to the same meaning, as an ex-
cerpt here will show: *“Their duty is
to teach men the way to heaven, and
likewise to lead them therein. . . .
Priests who teach the doctrine of truth,
and lead their flocks thereby to good-
ness of life, and so to the Lord, are the
good shepherds spoken of in the Word;
but they who only teach, and do not
lead to goodness of life, and so to the
Lord, are the bad shepherds.” To teach
men the truths of the way to heaven,
requires us to teach clearly enough the
distinctions between the life that is of
hell and the life that is of heaven, that
they shall not for lack of definiteness of
knowledge be left to descend to hell
while they suppose that they are on an
easy highway to heaven. Further, be-
sides “teaching,” something is meant by
“leading.” “Leading” requires that the
minister shall be on the way to heaven,
himself. And yet Swedenborg cites ap-
palling references to ministers who had
supposed themselves on the way to
heaven, who nonetheless arrived in hell,
Their excuse may have been in part,
false doctrine! But it is still possible
for ministers to go to hell, even though
they can plead no excuse of false doc-
trine if they be in the New Church—
unless it be their own falsifying, by em-
phasizing the truth that pleases their
proprium, and blurring over the truth
they do not find pleasing, or coinciding
with their own wishes for things. The
true priest is bound by the cords that
are the love that is born of salvation it-
self, that is, by the Lord’s saving love
now operative in him, to lead his people
in the way to heaven!

No, he is not to drive them! He is
not to despise them, he impatient with
them or irritated in his feelings toward
them; he will not become indifferent
toward them, and he cannot give them
up. He must lead! And how can he
lead if they do not follow? The Lord’s
love, which love drew him “from death
unto life,” is “the love of the salvation
of the universal human race,” these
“new doctrines” tell us. And therefore,
perforce, to the degree in which this
New Church minister is “in the Lord,
and the Lord in him,” so far and so
urgently will that love flow and yearn
and press him on to love them into fol-
lowing him to heaven! He will teach,
he will invite, he will plead, he will hold
out his hand to help the hesitant to take
the first steps of the Way. As Abra-
ham looking out over Sodom and Gom-
orrah and pleading for them, pictures
the Lord’s Own love yearning over the
souls of men, to the end that they might
come to Him and live in Him and He
in them, that His “joy might be in them
and that their joy might be full,” so
this “pricst” of the New Church will
be moved with that love which he re-



ceives from his Lord, which love cannot
give up, so long as life lasts.

This priest will love too much to
withhold the harsher aspects of truth
that men must know and face, before
they can even start on the heavenly
way; and that no man can forget for
long, while in this world, except at the
price of peril to his soul. However
much he might enjoy it if he could say
to the young people whose parents are
“the salt” of the church, “Because you
were born in the church, and have at-
tended church more or less, just be good
citizens and kind to people, and join
the church when the customary time
comes round, and you will be on the
way to heaven,” however pleasant to
him, and to them, if he could say it, he
knows he cannot do it. He knows that
to do so would be to perpetrate a new
and more heinous form of “faith alone”
than the form which the New Church
was instituted to cure! Not only to
young people, but to every ‘‘un-
churched” person, to every one not yet
consciously turned to the Lord, the very
first message of the New Church is,
“You must be born again!” “Your
natural will, and your inherited disposi-
tion, and your self-adornments of cul-
ture, however fine they may be, can
never take you one step in the way of
heaven. You must examine your heart,
until you sce that ‘self’ is where the
Lord should be. You must see that this
is sin against the Lord; you must be
grieved over it, and repent, and turn
to Him for the strength to flee from
your evils and temptations to do evil.
Do not be deceived: You may be in
the church, by membership; but the
Church cannot be in you until you see
your little ‘self’ under the revealing
light of heaven, and sceing, repent,
turning with all your heart to the Lord.
You must come to the truth that all who
would be led to heaven, must know,
namely, that ‘the only refuge from de-
struction for any one is the Lord.” For
He said, ‘If a man abide not in me, he
is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered.” "

1§

If the priest of the New Church rec-
ognizes these teachings of the Church
as truths, and lives in their spirit, then
I assume that at heart and in spirit he
will be a New Church evangelist. Gifts
among the Church’s ministers will al-
ways vary, even as the particulars of
regeneration experiences will vary
among members of congregations.
Therefore, methods of evangelism in the
New Church will be various. But there
will be an agreement among all, that the
purpose of the Lord’s Second Coming,
as of the First Coming, and therefore
the purpose of the New Church and all
her ministry, is the salvation of souls.
They will agree that the salvation of

souls is the most serious business that
this world knows, and that it is the min-
ister’s business to make his people see
that it is serious business, and that
whether or not they know individually
what repentance is, is his first concern.
That they shall shun evils because they
are sins against the Lord is the rest of
his burden,

At this point I want to suggest again,
that New Church evangelism must
preach only New Church doctrine; and
here let me add, that it shall be true
to New Church principles in its methods
of presenting that preaching.

I believe that the oppesition which
has sometimes appeared in the New
Church against evangelism, has been
against false doctrines of salvation,
rather than against the need of preach-
ing for the sake of salvation; and, of
course, against unreasoned types of
emotionalism. False emotionalism grows
out of false doctrine, but downright
earnestness and overflowing, genuine
love declaring its concern for the pres-
ent and the eternal condition of a human
soul can never be out of place in any
church which dedicates itself to the
whole function of the church. If the
church is our spiritual mother, can she
pursue a “hands-off’”’ policy toward any
of her offsprings, however far down in
the scale of living they have sunk? Will
any church that is entitled to be called
a complete church say, “There are peo-
ple so far in the gutter of life that we
have no responsibility toward them but
must turn them over to people with false
doctrine, to bring them the message of
salvation’’? In the light of the whole
teaching of our doctrines, does it not
seem that we have tried to function in
the second degree of Church life and
ministry while utterly neglecting the
first degree of it? Have we not ad-
dressed our thoughts, or missionary lit-
erature, and our sermons, for the most
part, to what I may call in the context
of this paper, “the already saved"—by
which I mean, those who already con-
sider themselves Christians? Yet did
ever the teachings of a Chureh make it
plainer than do those of the New
Church, that no work of a church and
no church-life begin at that level, but
that the first experience of the church
in a life, and the first thing the min-
istry of the church must produce, are
confession and repentance of evils as
sins against the Lord?

My suggestion is not that we give up
present methods of presentation of the
truth revealed, but that we give even
our most intellectual presentation a tonc
of interest in changing men’s lives, as
against letting it be inferred that we
are merely interested in changing a few
of their ideas. And further, that we
cultivate, in proportion to the momen-

tous seriousness which our doctrines lay
upon the matter, a love-moved concern
over the salvation of souls—of souls in
general, and, of souls in particular with-
in our fold; and further, that as a
Church we recognize our obligation to
the great unchurched masses who today
are the gentile children of the orthodox
and heterodox churches of the old dis-
pensation; and that we prepare to go
to these with the direct purpose of
bringing them to the Lord in His Sec-
ond Coming by the avenue of confes-
sion of sin before Him, of grief for sin,
and repentance. I believe that people
brought to confess the Lord and repent
of their sin, by New Church evangelists
will be in the affirmative attitude to re-
ceive the progressive unfolding of the
Church'’s doctrines by those who shall
be left in charge of organizing them
and instructing them in the ways of a
local New Church.

Puzzle

A minister, a statesman, and a
scientist were returning by plane
to their homes. Their names were
Robinson, Smith and Jones (but
not necessarily in that order).

These men were the only pas-
sengers on the plane, and the
plane was scheduled to stop at
Persia, Israel, and Egypt.

When the plane stopped in Per-
sia, Smith and the statesman were
in the middle of a chess match.

Jones was not the first man to
leave the plane.

Robinson lived in Egypt.

From your knowledge of corres-
pondences and the above data
name the last man to leave the
plane.

(There will be a $3.00 prize for
the first correct answer to reach
the Editor.)

Swedenborg In Scott's Column

The well-known feature, Scott’s
Scrap Book, by J. R. Scott, on Novem-
ber 5 carried a drawing of Swedenborg
with the following comment: “Emman-
uel Swedenborg, the sage of Sweden,
foretold the exact date of his own death,
and at a large dinner party described
in detail the progress of a fire in Stock-
holm, 800 miles away. Two days later
a1 messenger arrived announcing the
fire.”

A similar mention of Swedenborg was
carried in the feature by the late John
Hix, “‘Strange as it Seems.” Both were
the result of a release sent out to Ripley
of “Believe it or Not”” fame yecars ago
by the Rev. Leslie Marshall, former
chairman of the Evidence Committee.
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Births, Confirmations, Memorials
BIRTHS employees and associates. He comes

MvuLr.—Born to Mr. and Mrs. Keith
Mull, Pawnee Rock, Kansas, a daugh-

ter, Jeanine Elaine, November 2.
°

Rarzrarr. — Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Ratzlaff, Waldheim, Saskatchewan, an-
nounce the arrival of their daughter Ida
Marlene, September 24,

CONFIRMED

Loerpky. — Gordon Robert Clifford
Loeppky was received into New Church
membership by confirmation at Secre-
tan, Saskatchewan, October 81, the
Rev. Henry Reddekopp, Saskatoon,
officiating,

In Memariam

Prirson.—Earl J. Peirson, of the
San Francisco Society passed from this
life on October 16, when on a trip to
New York to visit old friends. The
resurrection service was conducted by
Rev. Othmar Tobisch, and a military
burial took place at Golden Gate Na-
tional Cemetery as the deceased was a
member of the Army during World
War I.

L

Reson. — Reuben P. Resor passed
away in New York, November 9, 1954,
at the age of 81. Resurrection services
were held in New York conducted by
the Rev. William Woofenden. The
body was then taken to Cincinnati, Ohio,
to be interred in the family lot in Spring
Grove Cemetery with committal services
by the Rev. Bjorn Johannson. In later
vears Mr. Resor has resided in Del Ray
Beach, Fla.

Mr. Resor was associated with vari-
ous Standard Oil affiliates for forty-nine
years. Born in Hartwell, Ohio, he
joined the Consolidated Tank Line Co.
as an office boy. Four years later he
was transferred to the eompany’s Chi-
cago oftice as a clerk, and in 1905 he
joined Standard Oil of Indiana as a
clerk, In 1909 he went to Standard
Qil of New Jersey as an accountant.

At the outbreak of World War II,
Standard Oil of New Jersey named one
of its new tankers R. P. Resor, in Mr.
Resor’s honor. The vessel was tor-
pedoed and lost.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Jean-
nette Hummerstone Resor, a daughter,
Mrs. Frederick R. Ficken, and two sons,
Robert and James C. Resor.

Mr. Resor was known to his associ-
ates as a man of sterling integrity and
honor, keen, alert and energetic. He
is remembered with affection by former

of a distinguished family in Cincinnati,
many of whom were affiliated with the
New Church. His great-grandfather
was a pioneer industrialist in the West
whe built up a successful stove manu-
facturing business.

National Association Meets

As scheduled, the National Associa-
tion held its annual meeting in Pawnee
Rock, Kansas, October 24. The presi-
dent, Clark Driesty, was on hand de-
spite the fact that he had to make an
800-mile drive to be present. Roger
Unruh greeted the delegates and visi-
tors on their arrival. Joint services
were held by the Kansas Association,
also in session, with the president of
Convention, the Rev. Iranklin H,
Blackmer, preaching. One disappoint-
ment was the unavoidable absence of
the secretary, Helen Bowman, but her
place was very ably taken by Anna
Raile, the Association’s Round Robin
Leader. Six applications for member-
ship were received. The Association
reports that the fund for the purchase
of a mimeograph machine is growing.
A donation of $150.00 enabled this
organization to equip itself with a new
typewriter.

Southeastern Association Has
Completed lts New Unit
At St. Petersburg Center

With the completion November 10 of
the new addition to the New Church
Center at St. Petersburg, Fla., the first
unit of any year ‘round Guest House
in Convention is ready for occupancy.
Already it has been engaged for the
three-month season, January-March.

The local congregation attended in a
body the service of dedication Novem-
ber 14, following morning worship. All
then inspected, and admired, the mag-
nolia-panelled three-room, and connect-
ing bath, suite, as designed by Mrs,
Charles H. Kuenzli, lay leader.

The Center is considering the possi-
bility of purchasing adjoining lots when
available which would provide addi-
tional space for individual home units
on its magnificent and exclusive site
overlooking Crescent Lake. The erec-
tion of a church on the property also is
envisioned for the future,

The cheerful news from the St, Louis
Society is that the new Sunday School
opened there on October 24 under the
guidance of Rev. David J. Garrett.
This is their first Sunday School in
many years.

DECEMBER 11, 1954

Temple City Celebrates

Where else but in Sunny California
would an outdoors picnic be planned for
October? That is just how the New
Church group in Temple City cele-
brated their eleventh anniversary of its
founding by the latec Rev. Walter B,
Murray. Tue Messenaenr sends birth-
day congratulations and best wishes for
the coming year to the group and Mr.
Jack Odey from Pasadena, their Lay-
leader.

The Rev. Ernest L. Frederick, now
associated with the Brockton, Mass.
Church, is holding a series of radio serv-
ices on Sunday evenings over a local
station. These short services of wor-
ship, meditation, and music are broad-
cast from the church itself and are open
to attendance.

Unique Wall Prayer Card

Aramaic Version with rubrics
and cherubs, with red letter title
running down through center of
text “The Lord’s Prayer.” 1l-
lustrated with obvious symbols
and with printed frame typo-
graphically reechoing the words
“For Ever and Ever.” An
acrostic arcanum in litteris. To
see is to marvel. 50¢ per copy.
Add 1¢ if delivered in Eric Co.
for sales tax.

Order from:
L. C. SEELBACH
163 Davidson Av., Buffalo 15, N.Y.

Or Order From the Editor.

COLLECT STAMPS?
Help Your Missions Too

Try our Famous MisstoN MixTures

Worldwide accumulations. Only two
kinds. U. S. only, $1.00; All-World,
$1.00. Postpaid. Rich in old, new,
commems,, airs, etc. Large lots, off-
on paper. Big variety.

MISSIONS STAMP OUTLET
Rev. Leslie Marshall, mgr,
Box 385, St. Petorsburg I, Fla,

PULPIT

GOWNS o

Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912

QUALITY FABRICS '
LASTING BEAUTY _i'“ ”
Write For Catalogue R-1 L} !!l \

BENTLEY & SIMON ¢ /"
7 WEST 36 ST » NEW YORK 18, N.Y. J
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Jhe Word in the World

Mns. G. Y. ANDERSON

The Lord God of the ancients, Jehovah, throned afar,
Was wrathful, stern, a jealous God, they thought;
His justice blind to mercy, demanding eye for eye,
His laws upon unyielding stone enwrought.
How different were the precepts Jesus taught.

For Jesus, walking humbly, the common folk His friends,
Gave men the Golden Rule of brotherhood,
Showed Geod as Heavenly Father, brought down to earth
in Him,
With love alike for sinful and for good.
Alas, how little was He understood.

Purity, love, forgiveness, . . . these His commandments
were;
“The pure in heart shall see My Father’s face’’;
“Love God the Lord with all thy heart, with all thy soul
and strength”;
Thy neighbor’s cause as "twere thine own embrace,
Striving to put thyself into his place.

Give love unto thine enemy, and if he should repent
Grant him forgiveness if he ask it thee

Till seven times seventy times should there be need,
For to the merciful shall mercy be.
"Twas thus that Jesus taught by Galilee.

His coming and His teaching showed that far-off God of
Wrath
To be a loving Father, kind and dear,
Who makes His erring children who, repentant, turn to
Him,
To know, that tho unseen, He's ever near,
Eager the faintest prayer for help to hear.

“Behold,” He says, “I stand without the door of every
heart,
And knock and speak, that ye may hear My voice;
And if ye will but open I will gladly enter in
To stay and sup with you; and will rejoice
That ye, My children, welcome me by choice.

The Word from the beginning has been in God . . . and

Me,

And henceforth I am in the world; and when

I seem to leave you for a space, the Comforter will come
To be your strength and stay till I return again,
The Word Incarnate in the world of men.”

—~— s

The Messenger wishes all its readers a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
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.
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Spontaneity and Daring in the Years Ahead

by

LITTLE less than one hundred years ago the

New Church entered upon an unprecedented
increase of organizational growth. Nearly a hun-
dred years later, at the threshold to 1955, the New
Church again shows signs of new energies, new out-
croppings and a renewal of spirit.

What are the evidences of this change of pace?
An important indicator of the health of a church
is the number of men entering its ministry. In the
last five years, as many men have been ordained into
the Convention ministry as were ordained in the
prior fourteen years. Perhaps more significant is
the average age of recent graduates from the theo-
logical school. The ministers of the past five years
were, as a group, younger than were the men who
entered the church’s service between 1935 and 1949.
The character of the Convention minister’s training
has also undergone a good deal of revision in the
past ten years; and now sceks to keep ministers more
up-to-date and more in touch with their future
areas of work than has hitherto been the case. Re-
cently, Convention also appears to have had more
substantial success in bringing the message of the
New Church to the public. The outstanding example
of this is the Wayfarer’s Chapel in Palos Verdes,
California, which has caught the imagination of
hundreds of thousands of visitors from all over the
world. But added to this spectacular achievement
is the establishment of permanent buildings of wor-
ship in places that arc relatively untouched by the
New Church—in British Guiana, Vancouver, B. C.
and Gulfport, Miss. We have heard, too, of an in-
tensification of Convention’s work in North Western
Canada, Japan, Switzerland, Iowa, New York, Con-
necticut, and Florida.

This is, of course, a very quick sampling of the
General Convention’s latest progress. Let us pass
to a cursory examination of recent history in our
sister church, the General Church, better known as
the Academy. The past ten or twenty vears have
tended to show the practicality of the General
Church’s approach to organizational problems. The
institution of centralized bases of operation in Bryn
Athyn and Pittsburgh, Pa.; Glenview, Ill.;: Toronto
and Kitchener, Ontario; Colchester, England, and
Durban, South Africa, has built up the General
Church numerically, strengthened its morale, and
given it a solid foundation for missionary work in
the future. Tt has made possible the development
of a distinctive New Church education in secular as
well as religious subjects: and this schooling is gen-
crally regarded even outside the Church as of a good
calibre. General Church education has met with
noteworthy success in the last ten years. By 1962,
the school and college in Bryn Athyn expect to have
an enrollment double that of 1954. Such estimates
would not have been ventured a short time ago. In

David Garrett

meeting the increased demands, a new school unit is
being built in Bryn Athyn to be completed by 1955,
and two more units will join it in the near future.
Perhaps the most telling example of the General
Church’s fundamental stability is the support on the
part of General Church societies in Pittsburgh, Pa.;
Kitchener and Toronto, Ontario, of a separate ele-
mentary school system in each of those cities. None
of thesc societies has a membership much over one
hundred, but their conviction about the New Church
far outweighs their numerical scarcity. As this
article is being written, news comes that the General
Church society in Detroit, having about 100 mem-
bers, is also planning to establish its own school.

Not so much is known in the United States about
developments in England. But we do hear that the
General Conference of the British New Church has
developed a large missionary field in South Africa
and Nigeria. The missionary work is largely in
charge of native leaders, who minister to a number
almost as large as the General Conference. The
African New Church has its own schools, and re-
cently has founded a theological school. The Gen-
eral Conference itself has lately shown a new vitality
by producing new translations of certain of the
Writings, as well as by a renewal of scholarly pur-
suits and a deepened concern for mecting the secular
influences that divert British young people from the
Church.

In a variety of ways, in many parts of the world,
the New Church is awakening to new responsibilities
and new uses. Here and there, quictly but persis-
tently, the Church is reaching out to extend its in-
fluence. Yet much greater than the actual accom-
plishments so far is the vast area that the New
Church has not touched. And possibly as never be-
fore in its history, the Church today is aware of the
great opportunities that lie before it, and of how
far short it falls of developing them. This, too, is
part of the resurgence of spirit in the New Church,
for it is in honestly realizing our inadequacies, and
in wanting to do better, that the Church can attain
the universality predicted for it. Wherever the
Church gathers, the people talk of their obligation
to extend the Church’s benefits to a wider circle. We
repeatedly hear it said how much the world needs
what our Church has to give, and that we should be
doing somecthing about it. We learn of ideas for
missionary projects, for improved literature, for
summer camps, for youth leadership training, for
New Church cducation, for more efficient organiza-
tion. The people have an inspiring vision for the
church’s future. They want to see it grow. They
have ideas about how to help it. But the constant
question is, how are we going to actually carry out
these idens. The vision and the willingness appear
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to be here, but we can’t penetrate through to their
realization,

There arc many reasons why Convention, and as a
member of this body, I feel I can only talk for it,
repeatedly balks at this point. But a discussion of
them is not the purpose of this article. What needs
to be stressed, and must be emphasized again and
again, I believe, is the importance of daring and
spontaneity in implementing ideas for the future of
the Church. T heard a New Churchman at a Con-
vention committee meeting recently say, “There are
some people in our Church with zeal and others with
organizational or practical abilities. We've tradi-
tionally chosen from among the latter to run our
church. But history scems to indicate it’s time we
chose more leaders from among the zealous. They
are the ones with a new perspective and the irre-
sistible urge to go on.” That is what I mean by
spontaneity and daring in implementing new ideas.

Of course, this is not a suggestion that the Church
should be administered by fanatics or fly-by-night
enthusiasts. Zeal has to be tempered by the demands
of the practical situation, the personalities involved,
and time factors. But so often, it seems, the zeal
of genuinely interested and solid thinking New
Churchmen is brought to nought by a lack of imag-
ination on the part of others. The committeeman
or officer is hardheaded in a businesslike ‘way, con-
servative in his handling of money, cautious in ven-
tures beyond his ground. His mind sometimes works
in a predictable pattern and is unable to visualize
new horizons. He may view the man with zeal a
little superiorly, a little with alarm. This attitude
may quickly permeate a mecting or a new experi-
ment, and mose people, being easily led, succumb to
it unknowingly. An untold number of dreams for
the Church’s future have been squashed in just this
way.

One of the most pressing and recurring problems
that stands in the way of the Church’s future, as
suggested by my own limited experience, is our in-
ability to spontaneously act upon our convictions,
and to be daring with fresh ideas. When something
new comes up with good possibilities, we reason it
out of existence. We are too often guided by prac-
tical or monetary consequences, rather than spirit-
ual considerations of what is good or not. We
should act on the faith that what is good and nceded
can be achieved. The one method emphasizes man,
his efforts and his ingenuity; the other stresses the

THE SWEDENBORG EPIC
By CyrieL O. SIGSTEDT

Regular $4.50 Edition — Now only $2.00
A special shipment just received for
Christmas sales. This will make the perfect
gift to everyone on your list.
Order from

THE NEW -CHURCH PRESS

108 CLARK STREET
Brooklyn 1, Now York
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Lord, His power and His wisdom. There is no ques-
tion of which is more likely to succeed.

The New Church lays claim to having a rational
religion. That has often been interpreted, wittingly
and unwittingly, to mean that a person will always

-know exactly what he is doing, why he is doing it,

and what the results will be. Yet how far from ac-
tual experience that is. There are many things we
do, essential to our daily living, which we do not
reason about, cannot reason about, and deliberately
do not reason about, believing them to be in the
hands of Divine Providence. It may be true that
our ideal is to make our lives and thoughts increas-
ingly conform to rationality, but that pre-supposes
a life and thought in us already there to mold. The
life and thought of man originate in his affections.
his aspirations, his inspirations and his joys. Un-
less he has these, and they are allowed to come forth.
provided they are good, the material is lacking for
rationality. Just as much as the religion of the
New Church is rational, is it also a religion of life
and affection,

As the New Church stands on the threshold of a
New Year, inspired with a vision of its future possi-
bilities and encouraged by recent achievements. it is
the urgent wish of many that we may learn to trust
our zpontaneity and daring as an expression of real
love and considered concern for the Church’s growth.
We have an abundance of ideas. n good deal of
willingness to work, and a sincere desire for making
the New Church available to more people. Those
can find expression if we act when the spirit moves
us and if we put ulterior considerations to the side.
We must trust our good intentions, trust our fresh
idens. We must continue to compare our enthusiasm
with the need, and act when the need demands. We
must discipline ourselves against failing to meet our
responsibilities or fulfilling them half-heartedlv, be-
cause we want to know all the answers before we try
what we propose to do. We must have faith in what
the Church stands for and in what it can do to help
the world, and be content to act on that knowledge
alone. We must heed the Lord’s emphatic teachine
that His cause must be pressed in the face of all
difficulties, all discouragements, and of all the people
who say, “It can’t be done.”

Prayer

For wisdom hardly earned, then disregarded,
Disclaiming cost;
For good intent that fell tooshort of action,
Its purpose lost;
For wild and foolish deeds so late repented,
Ob, searing blight!
For frail amends that failed to comfort
A soul in flight;
Grant us, Oh Lord, a few years longer,
Perchance to rectify,
Before the night.

INrz ELvis Ray
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The First Literary Contest

Conducted by the
New Church Messenger

CASH PRIZES

First PRIZE .....uvveeneee. $100.00
SeconDp PRIZE.....cueuennnneee. 50.00
THirRD PRIZE...ccncrvvvnvaaeens 25.00

These will be awarded for the best contribu-
tions received. Anyone of a sound mind, male
or female, is eligible.

RULES

All entries must be neatly typed and double-
spaced.

Attach your name on a separate piece of
paper to your manuscript. (No manuscript
will be received with the author’s name written
on it.)

1,500-2,000 words.

Contributions must reflect the New Church
point of view. The subjects may vary from
FRESH expositions of doctrines ; essays on the
application of New Church teachings to cur-
rent problems in everyday living; historical
studies of interest to the New Church; to fiction
written from the New Church viewpoint.

All manuscripts become the property of Tue
MEssENGER.

The judges will be the Advisory Committee
of Tne MesseExcer and their decisions will be
final. Any author communicating with the
Judges about his entry will be automatically
eliminated.

All manuscripts must be postmarked before
midnight of May 1, 1955.

But Are As The Angels
by Gwynne Dresser Mack

(43 we enter the New Year, the theme of regener-
ation is not an inappropriate one to consider. We
are therefore happy to have the privilege of present-
ing the following carefully reasoned article on the
relation of marriage to the second birth.)

CCORDING to the figures, a third of a million
married couples are divorced in the United
States each year! While shaking its head over this
fact, society nevertheless accepts it since the preva-
lence of divorce now makes it one of the things that
is “done.” A youngster who had entered a new
school in a wealthy community told her mother that
she “didn’t rate” there, because her parents were
still married to each other! She said: “The girls
brag about how many times their parents have been
divorced.” And this goes on in the same localities
and times which see more people going to church
than ever before!

In an effort to lessen the divorce-rate, a service
called “marriage counseling” has evolved, and
scarcely a magazine is published that does not fea-
ture an article on how to be more happily married.
Everything is helpfully dealt with: finances, work,
sex, children, in-laws, personal habits, health, recre-
ation, etc. etc. But the one basic consideration in
marriage, to which all the other aspects are subord-
inate, is usually not discussed. Why? Because it
is not known.

What is this basic consideration? Simply this:
the reason for marriage. Success in anything comes
from fulfilling its reason, its purpose; and so the
successful marriage is one which is fulfilling its true
purpose. If we do not know the purpose, we can not
possibly work toward it or realize it.

What is the reason for marriage? Many sociol-
ogists think it is for protecting the perpetuation
of the species. But other forms of life perpetuate
their species quite vigorously without benefit of the
arrangement which we call marriage. Even the more
simple human beings recognize a distinction between
physiological mating and marriage, and show an
instinctive urge toward establishment of the uniquely
human relationship known as matrimony. The
churches believe that marriage is sacred because the
Bible says so, and quote: “What therefore God has
joined together, let no man put asunder.” But
this does not explain the reason for it.

The New Church, however, knows and teaches the
reason for marriage. It is embodied in two verses
in the Bible, one from the Old Testament and one
from the New. These verses are familiar to every
Christian church; but the New Church, thanks to
Swedenborg, seems to be the only one to understand
their meaning.

Genesis I, verse 27, says: “So God created man
in his own image, in the image of God created he
him; male and female created he them.”

And in Matthew 22, verse 30, (also Mark 12:23)
Jesus says: “For in the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the
angels of God in heaven.”

The latter quotation is often used as an argument
that marriage is a temporal affair belonging to
earth-existence only. Those who point to the Bible
as authority for such a concept usually quote just
the first half of this verse, thus leaving out the whole
conclusion to the thought. The New Church, in its
explanation of what marriage really is, illumines
those words with a deep meaning which has direct
connection with the words in Genesis: “God created
man in his own image . . . male and female. . . .

Let us see what Swedenborg wrote: (Italics are
the author’s.)

The first chapter of Genesis treats of re-
generation. The six days, or periods, are so
many successive states of man’s regeneration.
He becomes a spiritual man, who is called an
image.

Marriage love remains after death with
those that come into heaven—who are those
that become spiritual on earth.
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Heaven 1s of the human race and angels
are, thercfore, of both sexes. Marriage love
has its origin from the conjunction of twe
into one mind. This is called in heaven liv-
ing together, and it is said that they are not
two, but one, and so two consorts in heaven
are not called two, but one angel.

Love is nothing else than a desire and
thence an urging to conjunction; and mar-
riage love, to conjunction into one. For the
male and female were so created that from two
they may become as one; and when they be-
come one, then taken together they are a
man (homo) in his fulness; but without this
conjunction they are two, and each is as it
were a divided or half-man.

The Divine is imaged in two who are in true
marriage love.

These remarks are but the barest suggestion of
the extensive teaching which Swedenborg gives con-
cerning the meaning of marriage; nevertheless they
suffice to introduce the truths which he further ex-
plains: _

1. That God created humanity in two comple-
mentary forms, male and female, as a rep-
resentation of Himself.

2. That the regenerate human is also a rep-
resentation of God.

3. That angels are regenerate humans.

4. That angels are married pairs.

5. Therefore, there is a direct relationship be-
tween marriage and regeneration.

In other words, regeneration and marriage are
each part of the other; and both are the process
of gradually realizing the potential for becoming an
image of God—that is, an angel.

To understand this fully, one must know what
God is; and this is explained in the New-Church
doctrine of Love and Wisdom. Only through know-
ing the nature of God can one know why regenera-
tion is the purpose of human life—and why it is
also, therefore, the purpose of human marriage. One
has to see God as all Wisdom and Love united in
perfect balance, and mankind’s regeneration as the
effort to receive this Wisdom and Love and again
unify it into an image of its Source. One has to
sce male and female, the two parts of the human
form, as corresponding to Wisdom and Love, the
two qualities in God—and the marriage of man and
woman as corresponding to the union of Wisdom
and Love which is God Himself. Then only do we
comprehend what Jesus meant when He said: “What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder.”

But how many people ever think of marriage love
as an effort toward “conjunction into one mind”—
this one mind, through regeneration, to become an
image (in quality) of the One Being Who is God?

Continually we hear of marriage breaking up be-
cause they “interfered” with a husband’s or wife’s
career, or because one or the other could no longer
“live a life of my own.” Divorces are granted be-
cause husbands and wives annoy each other, neglect,
dominate, or humiliate one another. Is this a picture
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of man’s effort toward regeneration, or is it a reve-
lation of his dismal ignorance of any such purpose
in life?

Marriage in all its phases involves sharing. Here,
more than in any other relationship, sharing must
be detailed, intimate, complete. This requires not
only generosity and thoughtfulness, but the relin-
quishment of possessive and self-centered impulses.
“To feel another’s joy as one’s own” is Swedenborg’s
definition of love; and this means more than a willing-
ness to share one’s own with another—it means a
readiness to receive what another wishes to give.
This distinction is important, for much so-called
sharing is actually a one-sided imposing of self-
interests upon another, without any reciprocity.

Sharing is the chief element in God’s relationship
witl} humanity. His sharing with man is continuous
and complete ; and His one request is that men share
likewise with each other. Is it not casy to see, then,
how marriage is the best opportunity of all for be-
coming an image of God—for regenerating the self-
centered half-man into the partnership-in-sharing
which constitutes an angel in the life beyond death?

When Jesus said: “In the resurrection they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the
angels of God in heaven,” He was stating that in
the regenerate state marriage does not consist of
outward arrangements, but of the spiritual fusion
of two human halves into one complete whole which
is, thus, an angel—that is, an image of the Oneness
and Completeness of God. Since humanity was
created in His own image, male and female, toward
this end, the realization of it consists of being “as
the angels of God in heaven,” for angelhood in heaven
is recognized by all churches as the destiny of man.

Thus we are taught in the Bible, and instructed in
our New Church writings, that marriage and re-
generation go hand in hand, each fulfilling the other
and each intended by God as the means whereby His
highest creations return to Him to share His image
and likeness.

The counseling or literature which is laboring to
show how to be successfully married, will not affect
the divorce-rate much until people are taught the
meaning of marriage in terms of regeneration. And
it is not psychology or medicine or sociology that
can best do this, but the Church.

Yet the Church has not succeeded in doing it so
far. Nor will it, unless it is a Church which really
understands and then persistently teaches the fun-
damental relatedness of God to humanity, man to
woman, and the life before death to the life beyond.

Swedenborg’s Writings
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EDITORIAL

Optimistically Speaking

E HAD qualms about including the article,
appearing on another page, by Thomas E.
Murray, commissioner of the United States Energy
Commission, in our New Year’s number. Atom
bombs and atomic energy are not pleasant subjects.
But they are realities. They remind us that we are
entering a new era, not just a new year. We would
shudder were we to think that future decades will
divide time with the letters “B.A.E.” (Before Atomic
Energy) and “A.AE.” (After Atomic Energy).
Fortunately for our peace of mind we have no such
fear but rather think of this era as that of the
Lord’s Second Coming.

With restrained eloquence Mr. Murray points to
the gap between our material and scientific progress
and our spiritual and moral progress. This theme
is not new. Preachers, philosophers, historians, in-
dustrial leaders and even presidents of our country
have pointed to the same thing. To call attention
to this disparity is almost to utter a cliché. Years
before the second world war, the proposal that sci-
ence take a holiday until spiritual and moral devel-
opment caught up with it was seriously discussed.
But cliché or not, it happens to be the truth. It
puts to us the sobering question, “What are you
going to do about it?”

Will the fact of atomic energy and this further
fact of a lag in our spiritual development cause men
to face the new year with gloomy forebodings? Not
if they have the Christian point-of-view. There are
signs that this spiritual development, the lack of
which so many lament, is even now taking place. One
of these is the growing realization by leaders in
secular affairs and by large numbers in the common
walks of life that this disparity between our scien-
tific advance and our spiritual advance may have
frightful consequences in the future. Another sign
is that more and more are coming to see that all of
mankind is now “in the same boat.” We hope that
this may even be true of some who live behind the iron
curtain. We may also recall that never before in
history has the strongest nation set out on a pro-
gram designed to help other people less favored to
attain strength and independence, as the United
States is doing now. And perhaps never before has
the leader of the strongest military power counseled
patience when dealing with unpardonable provoca-
tions, as Mr. Eisenhower has recently done. Nor
should we forget that the largest world assembly of
churches ever held took place this past year. What
impressed us most about this meeting of churches
was the reaction of the man on the street and in the
hayfield to it. These showed plainly that he felt he
had a stake in religion for often he talked about
Evanston with the verve and the enthusiasm he ordi-
narily reserves for discussions about the ball games.

However, true optimism does not rest upon fallible
observations of hopeful things in the passing scene,

but on a faith that sees God as active in the collec-
tive and personal lives of His children. At the heart
of the world there is everlasting mercy and love that
will not turn away from man. God came into this
world to redeem it and He will not be defeated. He
is with us now as our Savior and our Final Hope.

When the thoughtful Christian sees Christ as the
hope of the world he is not saying that if only people
would follow the teachings of the Lord, cease to hate
one another and to do wrong, then everything would
be all right. The Christian is not naive enough to
expect any such result. He is realistic in regards
to human nature. He knows man’s proneness to self-
love and sin. Early in his life on this planct man
aspired to be his own god and to fashion Eden with
his own hands. His efforts toward this end have
failed. Man-made utopias have turned out to be a
delusion and a snare, and sometimes downright
frauds. They have no more substance than the idols
of wood shaped by human hands upon which Isaiah
poured his scorn (Isa. 44:9-20).

The optimism of the Christian when he faces a
new year or a new era rises from an awareness he
has of the impact of God’s presence in life. Upon
this he builds his confident hope. He knows that he
is not alone. In times of peril such as war, there
are always many stories of seemingly miraculous
rescues that are attributed to prayer. The signifi-
cant thing about such stories is not the rescues made
—there were some who were not saved—but that in
conditions of extreme danger, men will often realize
that they are not alone battling against insuperable
odds. They know there is a Saving Power greater
than themselves. The Christian has this assurance
in a troubled age and therefore looks hopefully to

the future.

Within The Storm

Who lonely by the seaside stands
In time of storm and hears the roar
Of breakers pounding patient sands
That rim the barren shore,

‘ ! And underneath the tumult hears
A soft bewitching melody
That hints of things beyond the years,
Beyond the land and sea,

And opens visions to the mind

Of sccnes unknown, of lovely forms
And faces intimately kind,

Beyond the reach of storms:—

Who listens is a spirit, for
Who of mere flesh and blood stood there
Upon that lonely storm-racked shore
And heard aught but the savage roar
Of sea and whistling air?
C. T. MircHELL
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THE PREDICAMENT OF OUR AGE

(Speeck made by Thomas E. Murray,
Commissioner, United States Atomic
Energy Commission, at the National
Conference on the Spiritual Foundations
of American Democracy sponsored by
The Foundation for Religious Action in
the Social and Civil Order, Washington,
D. C., November 8, 1964.)

Mr. Moderator—Your Excellency—
Distinguished Guests—Members of the
Conference on the Spiritual Founda-
tions of American Democracy—Ladies
and Gentlemen:

You will expect me to discuss tonight
the Predicament of Our Age principally
from the standpoint of atomic energy.
I shall, therefore, select several facts
about atomic energy which, it seems to
me, help to illuminate the predicament
of our age. My purpose will be rather
to raise questions than to answer them.
I shall be content if my remarks afford
a starting point for your discussions.

I begin with a bald statement of the
most fundamental of all facts about
atomic energy. The fact is that this
colossal scientific achievement has
brought about a far-reaching alteration
in man’s relationship to nature. I con-
sider it no exaggeration, but the sober
truth, to say that atomic energy has re-
sulted in the greatest change in man’s
relations with nature since the fateful
day in the Garden of Eden. As part
of his punishment, man lost that mas-
tery over the forces of nature that had
been part of his birthright. During all
the long centuries between that day and
this man has been struggling to domi-
nate, by the patient, laborious tech-
niques of science, the mighty energies
of nature. He has been attempting to
make them the friendly servants, and
not the obstructive enemies, of his
human purposes. Now suddenly, by the
discovery of methods to unleash the
forces within the nucleus of the atom,
man’s century-long effort has taken a
tremendous stride forward. Possessing
this new knowledge of nature, man
stands now at his highest historical
point of mastery over the cnergies resi-
dent in the cosmos.

But in reaching this height, man has
fallen into a predicament. As he looks
into the future that his new achieve-
ment opens before him, he finds himself
confronted, as never before, with two
alternatives, each of which has been
made possible by his command of atomic
energy, One alternative is widespread
devastation of this planet, accompanied
by destruction of life on a monstrous
scale. The other alternative is the in-
auguration of an era of material prog-
ress unprecedented in history. These
are the extreme alternatives. But in its
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full extremity each is, I repeat, a genu-
ine possibility. Either of them may
turn from possibility into fact.

You already have here a preliminary
statement of the newness of today’s pre-
dicament. Man has always been able
to destroy his fellows, but hitherto the
forces of destruction at his command
were limited. Man has always been
able to improve his lot on earth, but
the energies he could utilize to this end
were likewise limited. Tomorrow this
will not be the case. Man has within
his grasp an unlimited force, the very
source of all energy in nature, atomic
cnergy. While it cannot be said to be
infinite, as is the power of Almighty
God, nevertheless as a force it ap-
proaches absoluteness.

The difficulty is that this force is a
potential equally for death as for life.
Indeed in its present state of military
development it is a potential more for
death than for life. There is nothing
inherent in atomic energy that dictates
the manner of its use, Its use falls to
human decision, So it has always been
with human discoveries. But now there
is a difference. The misuse of atomic
energy means death on a scale that stag-
gers the imagination. To use the re-
cent words of President Eisenhower, it
means, “a world very greatly in ashes
and relies of destruction.” On the
other hand the right use of atomic en-
ergy means life of a richness that makes
the dreams of men grow pale by
comparison.

Atomic energy then illuminates the
human predicament in that it brings
man newly, more sharply, more ur-
gently, up against the ultimate human
issues of life and death. It has always
been man’s experience to find that his
very existence is menaced, threatened,
in danger. Likewise it has always been
his experience to discover that his ex-
istence offers almost infinite possibilities
for expanding life. Both of these ex-
periences are part of the human pre-
dicament; both of them are heightened
in anyone who seriously reflects on the
implications of atomic energy.

However, the reflective man, who
looks to atomic energy for light on his
predicament, will sec deeper than this.
Atomic energy will afford him a new
insight to understand that the issues of
life and death are not really ultimate.
Beyond them lie the issues that prop-
erly can claim ultimacy—the issues of
right and wrong, of justice and injus-
tice, of love and hate. These are the
underlying alternatives between which
choice must be made. Life or death
appear only as the reward or the pen-
alty of the choice, made well or ill.

It has been said that atomic energy
can furnish us with weapons that are
“absolute.” I have wondered if this
fact might not help to direct men’s at-
tention to the ‘truth which the Honor-
able Charles H. Malik stated, with
devastating simplicity, at Georgetown
University in June, 1954: ‘“‘Nothing is
more important today than to know that
absolute standards exist, and to demon-
strate their existence in theory and in
life.” Caught as we are today between
the dilemma of war and peace, shall we
not come to understand that the basic
human predicament lies deeper than this
dilemma? That it lies in man’s eternal
situation between the alternatives of
good and evil? That these alternatives
are fixed by a Will higher than man's
own? That they are established with
an absoluteness to which only the
sovereign majesty of God can reach?
That man must choose between these
alternatives?

In making this point I do not mini-
mize another aspect of today’s predica-
ment. I mean the difficulty of knowing
in the concrete what particular course
of action in teday’s crisis is good or
evil. To discuss this question would
lead us away from our subject. It
would lead us into politics and diplo-
macy, into military strategy and indus-
trinl technology. It is enough here to
suggest that atomic cnergy may well
help us to realize that an essential part
of that spiritual and moral recovery to
which this Conference looks must con-
sist in a recovery of a sense of the
absoluteness of the universal moral law.
This law must remain in undisputed
control of the “absolute” weapons which
atomic energy furnishes us. Otherwise,
the penalty will certainly be our spir-
itual annihilation and perhaps even our
eventual physical destruction. By the
same token we should understand that
this same moral law, being universal,
claims absolute obedience in every field
of life. This universal moral law must
rule supreme over all human actions,
personal and social.

Where atomic energy is concerned all
mankind is involved. I have already
mentioned President Eisenhower’s ref-
erence to “a world very greatly in ashes
and relics of destruction.” This phrase
is not mere rhetoric; it accurately de-
scribes a genuine possibility. Since this
is a possibility, we know with all clarity
that in today’s predicament, it affects
each of us in a most personal way. No
man stands aloof from today’s crisis.
No man stands outside of it, since no
man can promise himself complete im-
munity from the contamination of earth
and atmosphere that may possibly re-



sult from large-scale use of atomic
weapons. More strikingly than any
previous event in history the release of
atomic energy has demonstrated the
moral solidarity of mankind. We men
are all One.

Practically speaking, what this means
is that every man is responsible to all
men, and for all men. The measure of
responsibility varies with individuals;
the fact of it weighs upon every indi-
vidual, The problem is to make all
men feel the weight of responsibility
that lies in fact upon them. This too
is a problem to which this Conference
must address itself.

Certainly an essential part of spir-
jtual and moral recovery in our nation
will be the recovery of a sense of per-
sonal responsibility, not only for one-
self, or for one’s family, but for the
good of America and indeed for the
common good of the moral unity which
is mankind.

You will want to discuss the ways in
which this sense of personal responsi-
bility must manifest itself. I shall men-
tion three. Perhaps the first responsi-
bility is to acquire a true understanding
of the basic issues of our times, I mean
an understanding that goes deeper than
the mere recitation of such emotional
formulas as: “I love Democracy. I
hate the Soviets and Communism”—and
all that sort of thing. Secondly, a sense
of personal responsibility will manifest
itself, simply and humbly, in a willing-
ness to work, to work hard and long,
to work in loyal cooperation with others.

The discovery of atomic energy teaches -

a lesson here,.

What we know of the atom was not
casily found out. There was a long his-
tory of laborious intellectual effort and
experiment. The challenge of truths to
be known and of theories to be verified
commanded the full energies of a group
of distinguished scientists. They were
dedicated men. Each of them person-
ally felt his own responsibility; each
was ready to contribute his unstinted
share to the common effort of all. The
time other men gave to sleep they gave
to study. They led austere lives. That
is why, at long last, the structure of
the atom now stands at least somewhat
removed from the shadow of human ig-
norance. This achievement was the re-
sult of an incredible amount of sheer
hard work. Nature does not surrender
her secrets to the indolent.

All of us may well take this lesson
to heart. Vietory in the spiritual and
moral crisis of our age will not belong
to the indolent. Those who will not
submit themselves to the lengthy and
exacting discipline of the truth are of
no help to us today. Those who shrink

from the austerity of hard work are not
our allies. Man liberated the energies
of the atom only at the cost of a colos-
sal cooperative effort, Only by a com-
parable effort, put forth in dependence
on the grace of God, will man liberate
himself and his own interior spiritual
energies from the tyranny of fear and
confusion and ignorance, from the en-
slavements of unreason and error and
evil.

There is a third responsibility which
I should like to emphasize. Whatever
else may be uncertain about the future,
this much can be guaranteed: the pres-
ent crisis will not be overcome until our
people have made sacrifices, heavy sac-
rifices. This is true whether the reso-
lution of the crisis come quickly or only
after long generations. The responsi-
bility to measure up to the inescapable
demand for sacrifice rests upon all of
us, individually and collectively. The
question is, how ready are we Americans
for sacrifice—for the willing surrender
of our material possessions, and our
comforts, our selfish interests? Are the
American people so enslaved in the soft
and easy aspects of life that they are
unwilling to expose themselves to dan-
ger, hardship, and suffering?

The enemy here is plain. It is ma-
terialism. Materialism does not know
the meaning of sacrifice in the Chris-
tian sense: the word and the thing are
alien to it. The people that become
entangled in the smothering meshes of
materialism cannot rise to the spiritual
heights on which alone such sacrifice
is understood, accepted, and willingly
made. A national readiness to meet the
spiritual demands of the predicament of
our age must therefore mean two things:
the rescue of our people from the soft
creed of materialism and the recapture
of the noble Christian concept of
sacrifice,

There are other facts about atomic
energy deserving our attention. An out-
standing one is this: atomic energy has
been shrouded in secrecy: accessible
only to a few men. The American peo-
ple were net, and could not properly
have been, consulted before the initia-
tion of the wartime project for the de-
velopment of the atomic bomb. The
American people were not, and could
not have been asked for their views be-
fore the first atomic bombs were unfor-
tunately dropped on Japan. If again
it is decided to use atomic energy for
war, the decision will be secret, shaped
by a very few men, In America the
Atomic Energy Act places the respon-
sibility for the final decision on one
man, the President of the United States.

Consider two more facts. First, only
a tiny handful of men in all the world

understand the mathematical physics
involved in the release of atomic energy.
and other higher scientific disciplines.
Second, the manifold activities that
make up the atomic energy program are
likewise in the hands of only a few men
in both the legislative and executive
branches of our government. No less
than the scientists, these few men, as
trustees for the people, arc responsible
for the exercise of an ever mounting,
ever expanding power, In a word, the
destinies of mankind, which today are
importantly dependent on the use or
misuse of atomic energy, are committed
to a few men.

I have one final point to make. There
are those who say that the possession
of ever increasing stockpiles of weapuns
of mass destruction by both sides in
the present world conflict will be an
effective deterrent to the use of these
weapons. Sir Winston Churchill has
said: “Indeed, I have sometimes the
edd thought that the annihilating char-
acter of these agencies may bring an
utterly unforeseeable security to man-
kind. . . . It may be , . . that when the
advance of destructive weapons enables
everyone to kill everybody else, no one
will want to kill anyone at all.”” This
is indeed a devout hope. No one can
say that it is more than that. There
are weighty reasons for saying that the
devoutness of the hope is not matched
by its substance. In any event, even
if this hope were certain, our problem,
the problem that brings us together
would not be solved. On the contrary,
it would be rendered more complex,
more resistant to solution. Mr. Malik,
in the discourse I have already quoted,
puts the matter clearly: “If the fan-
tastic development of modern weapons
should in due course have the effect of
neutralizing physical war as the final
means of settlement, then the struggle
must move entirely onto the economic,
political, intellectual and spiritual
planes. On these planes I am not at
all sure that the West is yet adequately
prepared.”

As a Member of the Atomic Energy
Commission, I bave some personal
knowledge of our country’s prepared-
ness for atomic warfare; and I have no
doubts about our present and ever grow-
ing strength in this field. But I teco
am not at all sure about the adequacy
of our strength on the higher intellec-
tual and spiritual planes where the
crisis is even sharper and more urgent.
I know you share my doubt and con-
cern; that is why we are here. God
grant that the deliberations of this Con-
ference will lead to a restoration of that
spiritual strength, which is so much a
part of our heritage.
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PEACE, WAR AND YOU -

by Paul

As we enter into this new year it
is well for us, as sincere Christians,
as citizens of this nation, and as parents
of children, to examine the problem of
war as carefully, as objectively, and as
calmly as is humanly possible. This is
perhaps the most pressing issue facing
us at the present time — almost every
day we read in the press of incidents
taking place in various parts of the
world, some of which arouse public sen-
timent and unrest. There seems to be
a great undercurrent of uneasiness
swirling about the pillars of our civil-
ization. It is difficult to say exactly
what this unecasiness is; for it has many
faces, but it seems to be a mixture: a
mixture of fear, both of ourselves and
of Russin; of uncertainty, not knowing
where we want to go or how to get
there; and of self-centeredness, think-
ing of ourselves as God’s chosen people.
This may sound like a pessimistic view
of our cultural spirit, and 1 should
hasten to add that there are also many
positive features which more than bal-
ance the ledger. But we should be real-
istic and admit that these three weak-
nesses: fear, aimlessness and selfishness
are the basis of all wars; and that you
can find much evidence of these three
elements ameng politicians, teachers,
writers, and in every walk of life today.
These sentiments of fear and selfishness
eventually clothe themselves in tangible
forms, and these in turn lead to war.
All of us should certainly be much con-
cerned about this whole problem of war,
if for no other reason than sheer self-
survival. It is essential that we be a
well-informed and thoughtful people,
having firm convictions about what this
world ought to be like; otherwise, we
are likely to go through life without
really adding anything that is perma-
nent to the world around us.

As we think about war, there are
many questions which arise in our
minds: Are wars inevitable? Why
does God permit wars? What can I,
as a single individual, do in this vast
world to prevent future wars from
plaguing the face of the earth? Let
us briefly examine these three questions.

First of all, are wars inevitable?
Must there always be wars? Jesus once
said, “And when ye shall hear of wars
and rumors of wars, be ye not troubled,
for such things must needs be; but the
end shall not be yet.”” (Mark 13:7.)
At first glance, this seems to imply that
Jesus expected war to haunt mankind
forever, but when we think of the entire
message of Jesus, it seems evident that
wars will come only as long as nations,
and men and women, put their own in-

426

Zacharias

terests first, Everything that he says
concerning the Kingdom of God indi-
cates that the Kingdom is a state of
peace, both in the individual and in the
world. Surely, we mock God's justice
and love when we say that wars are
inevitable. When we say this, we are
actually saying that God’s providence
does not rule over what happens in the
world. When we say this, it also means
that we are not trying very hard to pre-
vent war; that we hold a half-hearted
and callous attitude toward the whole
problem. It scems to mc that wars can
and must be banished from the world;
that it is possible to live peacefully
with our neighbors. It must be admit-
ted that wars play a major role in the
Old Testament, and it must be further
conceded that the church has not done
very much in the past two thousand
years to prevent warfare. Indeed, prac-
tically all wars up to the seventeenth
century were at least partially caused
by the church, either directly or in
subtle ways. Even since that time, the
church has sanctioned and supported
most wars. But at the present time we
have reached a stage of history in which
it seems obvious that wars have very
seldom solved the world’s major prob-
lems. Many wars have been fought to
end all wars, yet after a few short
decades, after the pain and misery and
suffering have been forgotten, we find
ourselves facing another foe. This may
sound as though war is inevitable, and
it is, if we keep on dealing with the
external issues of nationalism, balance-
of-power politics and armament races.
It has often been said that “‘Christian-
ity has never been tried,” and this is
certainly true in the field of interna-
tional affuirs. You ask: how can we
use Christian principles in dealing with
Russia? Obviously, she wants to see
the whole world under communist in-
fluence; that seems to be evident. What,
then, can we do? Recently I heard
Frank Laubach preach in the Boston
University chapel. He said some of the
most sensible things I have heard in a
long time, Remember that he has been
working with underdeveloped peoples
all over the world for at least forty
years, and knows these people well.
Mr. Laubach said that our present for-
cign policy is primarily a negative pol-
icy—in other words, we are building a
great circle of military bases around
Russia; we are helping many countries
in Europe and Asia arm to the teeth;
we are interested solely in overcoming
and throttling Russia. This policy has
cost us vast sums of money; it has made
Russia afraid of our intentions; it has

whittled down American prestige in for-
cign lands. We are usually surprised
to learn that we have very few real
friends overseas. This famous educator
said that the millions of people in Asia,
India and China do net particularly
want communism or American-style
democracy: what they want is respect,
understanding and help, so that they
can develop their own territory, so that
their own people may be decently fed,
clothed, and housed. If we sent in
engineers, farn experts, and funds for
schools and industries, rather than guns
and planes, we would have some real
friends in a very short time, and these
people would then laugh at the com-
munist overtures. Point Four is a step
in this direction, but it is not enough.
If we really belicve that our way of
life is better than Russia’s, and all of
us do, we can be certain that these na-
tions would follow our pattern of liv-
ing, after they have seen it working.
This, to me, would be the Christian way
of dealing with this problem—genuinely
sharing our highest ideals and our goods
with these underdeveloped peoples.
Then, with all of the world working
together in a common cause, Russia
would be powerless to wage war. In
passing, it must be said that we are jus-
tified in defending ourselves in case of
outright attack, but if the above plan
were put into effect, it hardly seems
possible that the Russian leaders would
be so stupid as to attack the entire
free world.

In a recent Sunday School class one
of the pupils asked, “Why does God
permit war; why does He not kill all
of the communists, then there would be
no more wars?” The answer is not
easy because war is essentially caused
by internal, spiritual tensions. If these
are not removed, we shall always find

(Continued on page 430)
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The Children’'s Corner

by Lois Gustafson Miller

The Shepherds

Come, Susan, Let’s sit down and
hear another story about Baby Jesus
and his friends.

We last heard of little Lord Jesus’
birth in the city of Bethlehem. Do you
suppose this was a big surprise to
everyone? No, because for a long time
the Jewish people had been expecting
a king to be born, and they had been
told by their ministers or priests that
this king would be born just as Jesus
was born—in a stable.

One beautiful starry night, a group
of men and boys were out in the fields
taking care of their sheep and baby
lambs. It was so lovely that night.
The stars seemed to be especially
bright, and the air was extra sweet and
clear.

The daddy shepherds, for that is
what these men who took care of sheep
were called, talked about this and that,
when one of them happened to mention
what the wise ones had always told them
of the king who was coming. Oh, how
excited they all became just thinking
of how wonderful it would be if this
should happen scon, and one of the lit-
tle shepherd boys said, “I'm sure it will
happen on just such a nice night as
this.”

All of a sudden, what do you think
happened? The sky got bright, and
there was the most beautiful music. The
shepherds looked at each other in
amazement. They looked here and
there, wondering where the music came
from. They weren’t singing themselves,
and they didn’t have a radio.

As they looked here and there trying
to find the singers, they grew just a
little bit afraid, just as you do some-
times when you don’t understand some-
thing that is happening. All of a sud-
den an angel was there, shining like
sunshine.

The men and boys were afraid until
the beautiful angel spoke sweetly to
them and said, “Don’t be afraid, for I
have news for you that will make you
very happy.” Then the angel told the
shepherds all about the new little Baby
Jesus who had just been born, and he
also told them they could find the Baby
by following an extra special star.
Then the angel disappeared, and the
sweet singing faded away with him.

The daddy shepherds looked at each
other in astonishment—they were too
surprised to talk! The boy shepherds
were even too surprised to talk, so you
can imagine how surprised they all
were.

Well, soon one shepherd said, ‘Did
any of you hear or see what I just
thought I saw, or was it my imagina-

tion?” All the other shepherds had
heard and seen the same thing, and
what a jabbering that started! Every-
one talked at once about the lovely angel
and his good news.

Oh, how they wished that they could
see the Baby Jesus, but they didn’t
think they were important enough to
be allowed to see Him. But one of the
little boy shepherds said, “I would love
to sce the Baby Jesus, and I don’t think
he would mind a bit, for why else would
the angel tell us about him, if we
couldn’t go see him?” That seemed
sensible, so they all decided to try.
“But shouldn’t we take presents to
Baby Jesus?” said one. “Don’t be
silly., What have we poor shepherds
that would be expensive enough to give
to our King?” said another. What,
Susie?

Yes, that's right. Presents don't
have to cost a lot of money, to be liked,
and that is just what one of the shep-
herds said, so they decided to take what
they could. Now, what do you suppose
you would take to Baby Jesus for a
birthday present if you were a poor
shepherd? You would take a baby
lamb, a soft cloth, a handful of sweet
smelling flowers, a baby bird to sing, a
pretty smooth stone for a toy, big
enough so Baby Jesus couldn’t get it
in His mouth. Those would be fine
presents, and I imagine they are just
what the shepherds took to Baby Jesus.

But, how on earth would they find
the new little Baby? By the star? The
angel had told them there would be a
star that would show them the way—
but wheve? Oh, there! There it is,
right there. O, isn’t it big and bright?
Off the shepherds went, after making
sure that their sheep were safely taken
care of,

They travelled over the hills, across
the fields, down the hills, and finally,
the star led them to a stable in back of
an inn—a hotel.

The shepherds stood around, wonder-
ing what to do next, until Mary heard
them moving around a bit and whisper-
ing. She called to them sweetly, “Who
is it? What do you want?” When
they told her, Mary was so happy to
have somcone to see her lovely Baby
that' she invited them right into the
stable.

My, how nice and warm it was in
there, and how sweet the hay smelled,
and oh my! Lying in the manger was
the swectest Baby the shepherds had
ever ever seen—the Baby Jesus.

The shepherds were so happy and
full of love and joy at being able to
see their Jesus that they gave Him their
nice presents, and knelt down and said
a prayer. Then they politely thanked

Mary and Joseph, said goodbye to Baby
Jesus, and tip-toed out of the stable to
hurry home and tell their families and
friends that they had seen Jesus. As
they hurried away, one little shepherd
boy, turning around, blew Baby Jesus
a kiss and softly whispered, “Good
night, sleep tight, Baby Jesus.”

People of Many Nations Will
Read the Bible Together

People in forty countries started
reading the same passages of Scripture
on November 25, Thanksgiving Day, in
following the 11th annual observance of
a Worldwide Bible Reading program,
sponsored each year by the American
Bible Society.

The theme for the program, whicn
runs from Thanksgiving to Christmas,
is “Faith for our Day.” As a part of
Worldwide Bible Reading the American
Bible Society publishes and provides,
free of charge, a bookmark listing Scrip-
ture passages for the daily readings.
For the second year, the Society has
also prepared the passages in Braille,
that the blind may join their sighted
friends in following the readings.

President Dwight D, Eisenhower, in
his endorsement of the program, said:

“Religious faith, in our time, is
under massive attack by a strongly
entrenched atheistic materialism.
In such a time, how clear it is that
we should treasure and further
every act which fuels the flame of
our faith. The observance of
Worldwide Bible Reading is such
an act; and I prayerfully hope that
its success this year will be greater
—that its imprint in the hearts and
minds of the peoples of the world
this year be more pervasive—than
ever before.

“I am sure that all who value
faith and freedom join with me in
congratulating those good people
who annually bring to pass this
meaningful observance.”

The high point of the program is
Universal Bible Sunday, December 12,
which will be observed in thousands of
Churches of every denomination
throughout the United States and in
hundreds of Churches overseas.
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LETTERS  EDITOR

More On Summer Schools

To the EprTor:

I should like to antedate a little the
fine account of the present New Church
Summer Schools, in Tue MEesseNGER of
October 30, 1964,

The first such Summer School was
started in the middle eighties, in La-
porte, Indiana. It developed into “The
Stone Lake Assembly” at Weller's
Grove and lasted all summer, from July
to September.

Dr. Mack went there the summer of
1896 to study for the ministry under
the able supervision of Lewis Mercer,
John Goddard, and Thomas A. King,
all New Church ministers, This was
my first summer there, but many more
followed.

After his experience there, Dr, King
became one of the early teachers, with
Mr. Whitehead, at Almont. I have
heard Dr. King say that Almont “was
the nearest place to Heaven on earth.”

So, Mr. Whitehead passed his inter-
est in Summer Schools on to the found-
ing of “The Fryeburg Asscmbly,” as
Tur MessENcenr stated.

I attended Weller's Grove as a very
new New Churchwoman, for I had been
confirmed into the New Church only on
the Easter before going there.

Dr. Mack and I took our children to
Almont for several summers, as he was
a teacher there.

The past summer was my tenth at
Fryeburg, with some of my children and
some of my grandchildren attending.
Both this and previous summers some
of my descendants have been with me.

I cannot say enough about the spir-
itual benefits received from attending
these schools.

I urge New Church mothers every-
where, who are situated far from the
organized New Church Sunday School
and those nearby, who wonder how to
give their children more love for the
heavenly truths and way of life, to
send their children to a New Church
summer school, if possible,

What they learn there in the spiritual
atmosphere of the camp will remain.

I am thankful to have had the blessed
privilege of having attended all three
of these Assemblies.

Laura T. Mack
New York, N. Y.
.

Use What Lord Provides

To the Eprror:

On the question of healing, it is my
observation that all too many people go
to a doctor for a “shot”, a treatment,
or a medicine, which they hope will take
away their distress without in any way
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altering their lives or habits!!! And all
too many resorts to mental healing—I
suspect—are another version of the
same request-—teach me some “charm”
which will take away my pain! Chang-
ing the way of life—the manner of liv-
ing—is quite another matter, and one
they do not wish to face.

My philosophy is that since we are
not built like the wonderful one-horse
shay, we are likely to give out in one
place ahead of another, instead of going
all to pieces at once on our one hun-
dredth birthday, as the shay did. In
general, pain is a beneficent contrivance
for warning us that something is wrong.
Without pain we would have no warn-
ing that some part was about to cease
functioning,

My suggestion for healing is that we
should try the means the Lord provides
for us as nearly as possible the way
He supplies them. This applies par-
ticularly to fresh air and to food but
also to the exercise we get in doing our
work. The Lord said to His disciples,
“Come ye yourselves apart and rest a
while.” If we regarded proper rest as
an important part of our work, much
trouble could be saved. Also, if we used
the fruits that can be eaten as the Lord
has them ripen, that will help—not to
make a hobby or a nuisance of ourselves
with this, but to use the simple gifts of
the Lord.

Spiritual foed with ‘spiritual vita-
mins in it,” is as necessary for the mind
as similar life-giving food is for the
body. Amid a wholesome variety in
what we see, rcad and hear should be
something that the Lord has sent us, for
our mind and heart.

We may nced a doctor, also, for
either mind or body, but let us use the
simple good things the Lord provides—
first.

Conxeria H. Horson
Beth Ayres, Pa,

A South African Painter

To the Epiror:

I wonder how many New Church
people have seen the beautiful painting
entitled “Resurrection” by Tretchikoff,
of South Africa. All his work is most
striking; his paintings of black people
are perfectly done. They have been
exhibited in many cities in the United
States, and are at present in Montreal,
Canada.

The painting “Resurrcction” shows a
feminine form rising from her old dead
self. The dead natural body lies upon
the ground, as in her spiritual body she
is sitting up, arms overhcad. Slowly
consciousness in the spiritual world, a
land of lovely blue light and tracery
that seems to grow out of it comes to
her. The lower half of the rising spir-
itual woman still partakes of the

shadows of the dead body, but the
upper half is lit by the glowing light
of the spiritual world. In fact it shows
through her body, translucent. Her
new clothing begins to weave about her
form, woven out of the substantial spir-
itual atmospheres. It is a very beau-
tiful painting to see.
L.E. W,

Montreal, Canada

Is Love of Self Evil?

Have you ever considered the impor-
tance of the following statement from
the Adpocalypsed, 1144

“It bas been said that the love of self
and the love of the world, are heli, but
the source of those loves shall now be
explained.

“Man was created to love self and the
world, to love the neighbor and heaven,
and to love the Lord.

“For this reason, when a man is born,
he first loves gelf and the world, and as
he becomes wise, he loves the neighbor
and heaven, and as he becomes still
wiser, he loves the Lord.

“But, so far as he is NOT wise, he
stops in the first degree, which is love
of self and the world.

“These are the origins of the love of
self and the world: and as these loves
are hell, it is evident whence hell is.”

Is the “love of self and the world,”
then, evil? Not at all. Notice: “Man
was created to love self and the world.”
There is nothing wrong with our seck-
ing to satisfy our natural desires, or in
finding pleasure in the beauty of the
world, and its active interests. It is
when a person makes “self and the
world” the only object of love and in-
terest, and does not also love the neigh-
bor and the Lord, that evil enters into

the picture,
)

Notice the ‘“Divine order” of our
being:
T'irst, love of self and the world.

(How true!)

Then, as we become wise, love of the
neighbor and heaven.

Finally, with the coming of greater
wisdom, Love of the Lord.

Love of “self and the world” still
part of “Divine order,” but least in im-
portance, and never permitted to
weaken or interfere with our love of
the Lord and the neighbor.

Such a statement helps us understand
ourselves, doesn’t it?

(The New-Church News, Detroit,
(Oct. 27, 1954.)
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“And let them make me a sanctuary,
that I may dwell among them.”

Exopus xxv, 8.

The children of Isracl were encamped
at Sinai, The Commandments had been
given and other laws that they must ob-
serve. Now they are instructed to bring
an offering willingly from their hearts
and to build the tabernacle with its fur-
nishings and vessels.

The tabernacle, and later the temple,
holds an important place in the Bible
story., The word tabernacle means
“habitation” or “dwelling place.” The
Lord’s presence was manifested there.
It was the visible sign of the presence
and protection of the Almighty. So it
was the center of Jewish life and wor-
ship and all the tribes had their posi-
tion in relation to it.

The tabernacle is the symbol of
heaven, of the Church, and when spir-
itually interpreted it is the pattern of
true human life, the measure of a man,
of an angel (Revelation 21:17).

The reading for this month is con-
cerned with the ark, the table for shew
bread, and the golden candlestick.

The ark was made of shittim wood,
the most excellent of the cedars, over-
laid with gold. In it were kept the two
tables of stone on which the Command-
ments were written. It is the symbol
of the inmost of the soul in which the
Lord dwells with each one of us. Jesus
said, “If a man love me, he will keep
my words: and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him and
make our abode with him” (John
14:23). The dimensions of the ark, its
length 214 cubits, its width 114 cubits,
and its height 114 cubits, signify the
goodness, the truth, and the degrees of
elevation of these in the human soul.
It was overlaid with gold within and
without. Love must be within or no act
is good, but it must also be outside, as
love must be fixed and perfected in act.
Goodness in the soul must find expres-
sion in life. The staves were for mov-
ing the ark about and signify the power
to apply our religion to all phases of
our life,

When Israel was encamped the tab-
ernacle was in the midst of the tribes;
when they were on the march the ark
was carried at the forefront to teach
us that our lives must always be direct-

ed and led by the Divine laws, the laws
of love to the Lord and charity to man.
“The law of his God is in his heart,
nonc of his steps shall slide.”

The merey seat, or propitiatory, on
which were the golden cherubim and
from which the Lord spoke, represents
the fact that heavenly love and above
all Divine Love seeks only to save and
to bless. In it there is no wrath or
vengeance or desire to punish. “Come
unto me all ye that labor, and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.” The
two cherubs, like the two witnesses in
Revelation, signify the two great loves
from which is all goodness, love to the
Lord and love to the neighbor. With-
out these there is no approach to God;
they guard the way.

The table of shew bread on which
every Sabbath were placed the twelve
loaves pictures the supply of goodness
from the Lord to meet all our needs at
all times. The length of the table was
two cubits to picture the conjunction
of love to the Lord and love to man.

The golden candlestick or lampstand
represents the capacity of truth to en-
lighten our minds. The Lord is this
light; so John saw “one like unto the
Son of man standing in the midst of
seven golden candlesticks.” Without
the Lord, or without the Word, the
world would be in darkness, The can-
dlestick was of pure gold to teach us
that without love there can be no truth.
In greater measure than we suppose we
believe what we want to believe. The
gold was beaten or solid, and so repre-
sents genuine love in which there is no
hollowness.
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"The Reconciliation of Jacob and Esau"

In its letter Genesis xxxiii tells of
the meeting of Jacob and Esau. Twenty
years had passed since Jacob by sub-
terfuge obtained the birthright and the
blessing which should have been Esau’s.
Both Jacob and Esau had prospered
greatly and now Jacob on his return
must pass through land controlled by
Esau. Jacob’s return was made known
to Esau and he went forth with four
hundred armed men to meet him. Jacob,
fearing his brother's wrath because of
the wrong he had done him long ago,
arranged his company in groups, put-
ting the handmaids and their children
first, then Leah and her children, and

then Rachel and her son Joseph; and he
himself went ahead and bowed himself
to the earth before Esau. But Esau
ran to meet him and embraced him and
fell upon his neck and kissed him.

Jacob and Esau, twin brothers, rep-
resent truth and good or faith and char-
ity. For a time, while we must be
guided by truth, truth holds first place
—or better usurps it. But the sole pur-
pose of truth is to teach us what to do
or how to live. It takes a long time to
acquire knowledge, and the long sojourn
of Jacob in Haran tells of the grad-
ual acquisition of knowledges. Leah,
Rachel, and the handmaids and their
children picture various types of affec-
tion for truth and the truths themselves
which are necessary for regeneration.
The handmaids and their sons are the
knowledges of the external things of the
world, the most general of all knowl-
edges; in this external state are ull chil-
dren, The natural world is from the
spiritual, and spiritual things are
founded upon the natural and repre-
sented in them. Leah and her children
represent the affection of the truth of
faith as to exterior things, and Rachel
and Joseph the affection of the truth of
faith as to interior or spiritual things.
It is in this order that regeneration
takes place.

In number 4345 the nature of gen-
erals and particulars is set forth. The
generals are made up of particulars.
For example, we see a tree. Our first
knowledge of it is a very general knowl-
edge. It does not take in the multitude
of details and parts that make up the
trce. But only as we come to know the
particulars do we come to know what
the tree—or any object or being—really
is. We are then able to see in clearness.
This is the order in which truth is ap-
propriated and this is likened to the
states of infancy, childhood and youth,
and finally adult age (4377¢).

The humiliation of Jacob before Esau
is related in order to teach us that there
is to be no elation of mind because of
our knowledge. The fact is that we do
not know whether a thing is true or not
if we have not the love of goodness, for
otherwise self enters in and truth is
made to minister to self. Knowledge
is no guarantee of goodness and may
even oppose it. Jacob feared to meet
Esau, But Esau was in joy at the
meeting, for good sceks to conjoin it-
self to truths. Good seeks truths as the
very means of carrying out its purposes.

Everyone has will and understanding.
When through the understanding one ac-
quires truth, if the will is opposed to
accepting it the truth is not appropri-
ated, it is not conjoined, and the man
is of a divided mind. We read in num-
ber 4858%, “Act precedes, man’s willing
follows; for that which a man does from

(Continued on next page)
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Peace, War and You
(Continued from page 426)

people to hate and kill, either Japanese
or Russians or Germans or Jews or
Catholics. There is always someone we
can find to dislike, if we want to. God
permits wars in order that we may see
ourselves as we really are, as individuals
and as nations. Wars are supposed to
teach us the lesson that we are wander-
ing too far from God’s will. It seems
like a harsh methed of teaching, and
vet we all know that it is best to op-
erate on a cancer in its first stages, even
though this may be very painful. That
is what God is doing. Wars are out-
ward symptoms of passions and lusts
that are warring in our own souls. If
true Christian love reigned in the
world, in all its aspects, wars would be
impossible. Thus, out of war, comes
much that is good; a feeling of depen-
dence upon God, and the feeling that
perhaps we, as well as our enemy, must
go half-way, if we are to live together
in one world. If we have the vision
to see what God is trying to say to us,
and act accordingly, then, we can hon-
estly say that all of those boys who
have fallen on the field of battle have
not died in vain. Omne of my older
brothers, who was one of the finest per-
sons I have ever known, was a bom-
bardier in a Halifax bomber in the sec-
ond world war. He used to write home

from overseas and say, “All of this
seems so senseless and useless; why
can’t we learn to live side by side. What
a wonderful world this would be if we
did!" It was on a cold, foggy morning
that he was killed. He and thousands
and thousands of others. We must not
permit their sacrifices to be in vain!
What then can I, a solitary indi-
vidual, or any of us, do to further the
cause of true peace in the world? We
might ask ourselves what true peace
really is. Surely, it is more than merely
the absence of strife; we can hardly
say that the world is enjoying true
peace at the present time, when there
is so little harmony among the world’s
great nations. This kind of cold peace,
which is enforced by external pressures
and fears, is at best only temporary.
Real, lasting peace comes from within.
When we are at peace with God and
with ourselves and with our neighbors;
and when the various elements of our
society are working together peacefully,
only then will we have lasting peace
in the world. This kind of peace is
based on Christian principles of love
and service. To the extent that we are
at peace within ourselves, to that extent
we are actually working for peace in
the world. The most important thing
that we, as individuals, can do to pro-
mote international peace is to be at
peace within ourselves and in our local
communities, This kind of spiritual

atmosphere we thereby create grows
and spreads in ever widening circles.
If cities and towns all over the nation
were centers of peace, think of the great
impact this would have on our national
policies.

We can also pray for peace, for we
know that all genuine prayers change
our lives; in this fashion they are an-
swered by God. We can teach our chil-
dren the awfulness of war, with its bru-
tality and terrible waste of sacred
buman life. I hope that the days when
parents glorify war before their chil-
dren are past. Far too often we poke
fun at other cultural groups and races,
thinking of ourselves as superior beings.
Is it any wonder then that our children
grow up with attitudes of contempt
toward foreign peoples? As adults we
can become better informed citizens,
trying to sift the truth from propa-
ganda; and informing our representa-
tives in government as to how we feel
about these issues. All of these things
we can do—if we want to. In the next
several hundred years, when our descen-
dants populate the world, it seecms that
there will have to be either one world
that is enjoying true, lasting peace; or
there will be a dark age, miserable be-
yond our comprehension. Is it not a
tremendous thought, and responsibility,
to know that we can, in a small but
very real way, affect this outcome?

WHO IS

By Henry W.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us
a son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Councellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.”—Isaian 9:6

Who is Jesus whose birthday is com-
memorated by all Christian people? A
birthday celebration so momentous as to
inspire joyful Christmas salutations and
good will in all Christian nations must
be in honor of onec who is the supreme
object of adoration. Such a one must
indeed be the Creator of the universe
and man. Obviously, from the above
quotation and from many others, He is
just that. He is truly the Mighty God
as He Himself declares. “I, even I,
am the Lord; and beside me there is no
saviour,” (Isa. 43:11.)

In order to save man from a hell of
his own making, God Himself came
down to man in his fallen condition.
This could be accomplished only by
being born of a human mother who sup-
plied the Divine Being with a physical
body. Hence God became Man with
two distinet natures which were both
Divine and Human, This dual nature
of our Lord is referred to in the sacred
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JESUS?

Reddekopp

Scripture as the Father, and as the Son.
The Father was the Divine nature, or
soul, within the human body of Jesus
Christ the Son; and His outgoing influ-
ence is described as the Holy Spirit.
The Apostle Paul said of Christ, “For
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.” (Col. 2:9.)

A prophecy from Isaiah which points
to God’s incarnation is called to mind
at the time of its fulfillment. “And
they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with
us.” (Isa. 7:14; Maltt. 1:23.)

If the Divine trinity of our Lord is
not recognized as consisting of three
constituents in one Supreme Being, such
passages as, “Wist ye not that I must
be about my Father’s business,” etc.,
may lead to crroneous conclusions. Yet
it is not so diflicult to grasp the meaning
of this seeming paradox if it is under-
stood that a single human being is also
threefold in accordance with the Divine
pattern. He is in fact a spirit, or soul,
dwelling within a material body. Jesus
illustrated this to the confused Philip
when He said, “The words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself: but the
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the

works,” (John 14:10.)

Let us not doubt the true identity of
Jesus, Let us acknowledge Him as did
doubting Thomas when he said, “My
Lord and my God.” (John 20:28.)
Let us worship Him in His Divine
Humanity as the one and only God who
said, “AU power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth.” (Matt. 28:18.)
It is He, Jesus, the Mighty God, the
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace
who suffered and died on the cross who
is both the Creator and the Saviour of
the world.

Swedenborg Student
( Continued from preceding page)

the understanding, he at last does from
the will and finally puts on as a habit,
and then it is insinuated in his rational
or internal man. And when it has been
insinuated in this, the man no longer
docs good from truth, but from good;
for he then begins to perceive therein
somewhat of blessedness, and as it were
somewhat of heaven. This remains with
him after death, and by means of it he
is uplifted into heaven by the Lord.”

Jacob goes to Shechem where he finds
his home. Here it is also called Shalem
which means peace. When the will and
understanding are in agreement or con-
Jjoined, there is rest and peace.



Book Review

The Unfinished Reformation. By
Charles Clayton Morrison. Harper
& Bros.,, New York. 236 pages.
$3.00.

This consists of the William Henry
Hoover lectures on Christian Unity for
1951, It is a plea for the establish-
ment of an Ecumenical Church and is
set forth in that masterly manner which
all familiar with Dr. Morrison’s work
as editor of the Christian Century would
expect. After a short sketch of the
situation of Protestant sects in the
United States at this time—to which
the discussion is limited — and of the
new spirit brought into them by the
ecumenical movement, the author pro-
ceeds to criticize the inconsistencies in
which the leaders of denominations at
the present time are involved by that
system. He says:

“If any enlightened churchman will
search his own heart, I believe he will
find a conflict there between his sense
of the hollowness and unreality of the
claims of his denomination on the one
hand, and on the other hand, the prac-
tical necessity of supporting these
clajms in the interest of denominational
morale. Whatever distinctive meaning
our denominations once had has largely
disappeared in the profound change that
has taken place in modern Christian
thought and feeling. Our denomina-
tions, as such, are hardly more than
survivals of an era that is well on the
way out. . . .

“The point we are making can per-
haps be sharpened if we look closely at
our denominations to see just how much
importance they actually attach to those
features which were the historical bases
of their distinctiveness. . . .

“Do all Episcopalians see alike on
apostolic suceession, or the sacraments,
or the ministry? Manifestly, no. The
standardized conception of these mat-
ters is challenged in the utmost candor
by large sections of the Episcopal com-
munion, including some of its most out-
standing scholars and ecclesiastics,
among them not a few bishops. Do all
Presbyterians see alike on the West-
minster Confession? By no means.
There is wide divergence of doctrinal
views, ranging from the strictest con-
formity to a strong belief that this
classic standard requires radical revi-
sion, while many Presbyterians believe
that the ancient creed should be laid on
the shelf as a historical symbol, rather
than used as a witness to the things
modern Preshyterians should empha-
size. Do all Baptists and Disciples [of
Christ] see alike on immersion baptism ?
Far from it. Their traditional argu-

ments in support of it have undergone
radical revision in the minds of large
sections of both denominations. Do all
Congregationalists and all Disciples
and all Baptists see alike on the abso-
lute autonomy of the local congregation
—a doctrine that has historically char-
acterized these three bodies? Definitely,
no.” (pp. 42-44).

It may be said that these inconsis-
tencies do not so much affect churches
organized on the Congregational basis
because beliefs in separate societies may
and often do differ widely, yet they in
effect “stand by and consent” to the
dogmas with which the names of their
sects are connected. Episcopalians and
Presbyterians cannot offer the same ex-
cuse and this is one of the defects in-
volved in governmental control of por-
tions of them, that is the state churches
of England and Scotland.

But, while pointing out these defects,
Dr. Morrison recognizes that some of
the principles for which denominations
stand may contain precious truths which
need not be abandoned by those who
hold them but be taken into the larger
Ecumenical Church as a possible ele-
ment of strength. e does not envision
an absolute surrender of specific beliefs
by sects which enter the higher union
proposed and devotes considerable space
to combating the idea that by forming
it another totalitarian church like
Roman Catholicism may come into ex-
istence. He distinguishes between the
“reformist churches,” those which
merely aimed to alter the great move-
ment set going by the Reformation, and
the *“restorationist churches,” and thinks
that the former have left their work in-
complete while the latter are deluding
themselves in believing that the faith of
early Christianity can be exactly iden-
tified and reproduced. He finds three
major obstacles which the movement
toward an Ecumenical Church must
surmount—the doctrine of the historic
episcopate as illustrated particularly by
the Protestant Fpiscopal denomination,
the problem of baptismal immersion
over against effusion, and the prepos-
sessions of congregationally organized
churches that they will sacrifice their
liberty if they enter a larger ecclesins-
tical connection. He takes great pains
to show that an Ecumenical Church
such as is proposed would actually en-
large the freedom of all those joining
it. He strives to show that, while re-
pudiating the idea of an inerrant church
such as Roman Catholicism, Protestant-
ism has tended to substitute an equally
erroneous doctrine of a literally inerrant
Bible and holds that it is largely be-
cause of this that early efforts of the
founders of Protestantism to unite

failed. He concludes that “the inter-
pretation of the Bible, and the Bible
itself, shall be given their true place,
which is not in the constitution of the
church where Christ alone is sovereign,
but in its fellowship, that Christ may
be all and in all.” In thus centering
the Ecumenical Church on Christ the
movement makes a powerful appeal to
New Church people and if that is ac-
tually done many of the difficulties we
find in the beliefs of other churches will
be eliminated by time and a broader
field be presented for the spread of our
own understanding of Christianity.

The effect of an Ecumenical Church
would undoubtedly be all to the good.
It presents a problem not dissimilar to
that of the founders of our country
when they brought thirteen small and
distinct nationalities into one, and which
now confronts groups of nations in their
efforts to carry the process forward. In
both efforts the same elements are
aligned against one another and the
same arguments for and objections to
appear. But the world is coming to-
gether on all levels and religion will not
be immune from the rising tide.

This publication is a work difficult
to epitomize and one that should be
read by every New Churchman inter-
ested in the spiritual climate of our day.
He may discover that some items of his
own faith may need rethinking and re-
vision. On the other hand I might sug-
gest that when the Ecumenical Church
comes into being, not merely a reformed
Protestantism but a reformed Chris-
tianity might be found necessary. Is
the supremacy of Christ merely that of
the Second Person in the Trinity? And
if so how does one conceptualize a Deity
of the Trinitarian pattern? For the
doctrine of Christ cannot be separated
from the doctrine of God and the foun-
dation statements of faith of both Pres-
byterians and Episcopalians make of
God a metaphysical abstraction while
to Swedenborg He is one with the
ascended Christ and the primary sub-
stance of all substances from which our
entire universe came.

Jon~x R. Swantox

PINKING SHEARS
Only $1.95 postpaid
Chromium plated, precision made.

Manufacturer's overstock. Guar-
anteed $7.95 value or money re-

funded.
Order by Mail.

LINCOLN SURPLUS SALES
1704 Farwell Av., Chicago 26, Ill.

43



432

THE NEW.CHURCH MESSENGER

Baptisms, Memorials

Lawaence.—Rhonda Lee Lawrence,
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Noyes Lawrence, Jr., was baptized dur-
ing the morning service November 21
in the New Church at Bath, Maine.

WueeLer.—John Dwight, infant son
of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wheeler of
Flin Flon, Manitoba, was baptized in
the Church at Boggy Creek, Man., No-
vember 21, Rev. Henry Reddekopp of
Saskatoon officiating.

In Memoriam

Sakaen. — October 27 Mr. C. Mar-
shall Saeger passed into the other life;
the Rev, William F. Wunsch of Wash-
ington, D. C., conducted the services
for him November 1.

Serrecker.—Albert George Sprecker
passed away suddenly in his 50th year
at his late home at Battleford, Sask.,
on Monday, November 15. He was
born at Rosthern, Sask., March 22,
1905. Soon after his birth his family
moved to Borden, Sask., where he spent
his childhood years.

October 17, 19338, he was married to
Margaret Wiebe of Rosthern, where
they made their home until June 1939.
He then went to Battleford where he
found employment in the Provincial
Hospital. His ability to render efficient
service soon found him permanently es-
tablished as a member of the staff.

One of Mr, Sprecker’s many interests
in life was the daily newspaper through
which he kept well informed about cur-
rent events both locally and abroad. He
had a deep sense of humor which went
especially well with his vocation. For
the past eight yeirs he had been presi-
dent of the North Battleford New
Church Society.

Surviving him are his widow, Mar-
garet; a son, Warren; and six daugh-
ters, Sylvia, Charlotte, Lois, Myrna,
Donna and Janet, all living at Battle-
ford, besides two brothers and five sis-
ters living in various parts of Canada
and the United States. The resurree-
tion service, conducted by the Rev.
Henry Reddekopp, was held at North
Batt'eford, November 19.

Lorer.—Mr. William Martin Loper
passed on to the higher life at his home
in Gulfport, Miss., November 16, at the
age of 78 years. The resurrection ser-
vice was held in the Swedenborg Memo-

rial Church, Gulfport, November 18,
and interment at the Evergreen Ceme-
tery. Rev. P. Peters officiated,

Mr. Loper was born in Mobile
County, Ala., and came to Mississippi
in his childhood and lived in the vicin-
ity of Gulfport the rest of his life. He
was employed by the City of Gulfport.

In 1908 he and Anna Stewart, daugh-
ter of the late Rev. Joel Stewart of
Biloxi, were married at Williamsburg,
Miss. He joined the New Church in
1914, being received into membership
by the late Rev. Junius B. Spiers. Mr.
Loper became ill a few years ago and
gave up his employment. He attended
church services faithfully and as regu-
larly as health would permit. He is
survived by his widow, Anna, Gulfport;
one son, Robert L. Loper, and two
daughters, Mrs. George Bommer and
Mrs. C. E. Saucier, all of Gulfport.

Minger.—Mrs. Myrta Minger of In-
dianapolis, Ind., passed into the spir-
itual world November 21. Resurrection
services were conducted by the Rev.
Klaas Leo Peters November 24.

Bower.—Miss Stella Bower, a mem-
ber of the New York Society since 1932,
passed into the spiritual world Novem-
ber 26 at the age of 89. Miss Bower
was formerly for many years a secre-
tary to editors of the American Book
Company in New York. Resurrection
services were conducted by the Rev.
Wm. R, Woofenden November 29 in
Roselle, N. J.
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Natural Notes

Big doings in Wilmington, Del. . . .
everybody evangelizing and visitizing,
while they were in the midst of their
first Visitation Evangelism campaign.
According to their bulletin, it has de-
veloped enthusiasm amonyg the members
of the church.

Kitchener, Ont., is helping to de-
commercialize Christmas by offering the
opportunity to anyone who wants to
send Christmas cards to friends within
their church, to contribute the money
usually used in this way to the fam-
ily which the Kitchener Society has
“adopted” under the Save the Children
Fund. The church in turn published
a special sheet containing the greetings
of those who contributed in this manner.
This same church has also just sent a
130-pound Christmas gift to a child
“adopted” through the Save the Chil-
dren Fund. Clothing and food articles
were included in the gift.

Speaking of adoptions, the Gulfport,
Miss., church has an idea which we
might all adopt: they have chosen Sun-
day, January 16, as the day for receiv-
ing special offerings for the Convention
Annual Budget Appeal.

On Christmas Eve our friends of the
Fryeburg, Me., Society went carol-
singing through the quiet streets of the
village, stopping at the doors of shut-
ins, and afterwards gathered at the
Parsonage for refreshments.

We hear a rumor that you can hardly
pry the Rev. Mr. David Garrett out of
his study these days. It’s all due to
the fact that the good people of his
church in St. Louis have completely
refurnished and modernized Mr. Gar-
rett’s study.

Lakewood, Ohio, parishioners are
sending Christmas cards to the people
of Isayama Village in Japan. The
Japanese are delighted with our Amer-
ican Christmas cards and are learning
in this way about our great Holiday.

Elmwood, Mass., observed the 100th
anniversary of the dedication of their
church December 5, sending out hand-
some gold-engraved invitations. The
program included a pageant represent-
ing the history of the church and a re-
dedication of the building, the Rev.
Antony Regamy being the guest
preacher. (Assoc. Bd. Note: All ex-
cess invitations gladly received by the
Gold-Melting-Down Committee of Tue
MesseNnaer, We expect a tidy sum
from this.)

El Cerrito, Calif., will be host to the
Pacific Coast Youth Conference which
will begin December 29 and end with
a breakfast Saturday morning, January
1. In conjunction with the conference,
the High School Teenagers of this
church are sponsoring a New Year's
Watch Night Dance, December 31, from
8:30 P.M. to 12:01 A M.



