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This, the third of a series pic-
turing the entrances of some of
our houses of worship, displays
well the frontage of the Boston
church, on Bowdoin Strect, just
across from Massachusetts’ mag-
nificent state house. The building
was completed in 1815, costing
$60,000.00. It was dedicated dur-
ing the 27th annual Convention
by its pastor the Rev. Thomas

~Worcester, who then was presi-

dent of Convention. The church
was designed by the English arch-
itect, Diaper, the building com-
mittee including such well known
New Churchmen of yore as Caleb
and Sampson Reed, the latter hav-
ing introduced Emerson to Swe-
denborg’s teachings. The audi-
torium was constructed to seat
1,000 persons, including the still
existent galleries. The rather un-
usual character of the present
frontage, which then expands to
large proportions behind, includ-
ing an extensive vestry, is due to
the fact the hill on which it was
built more than a century ago was
cut down so that the original posi-
tion of the doors was a story
higher.




THE CHALLANGE OF LENT; A NEW CONTACT
WITH SOURCE OF DYNAMIC, SPIRITUAL POWER

by Immanuel Tafel

If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
sclf, and take up his cross and follow me.
—MarrHEWw 16:24.

HIS Scripture passage contains the challenge

of Lent. The Gospel of Luke also records
these words of the Lord, though there they read,
“Let him deny himself daily,” which only serves to
add emphasis to the challenge. It isn’t that we
neglect to face it during the year, but the Lenten
season, with all the great dramatic events associated
with it, serves to arouse in us a new determination
to become disciples of Jesus, and to recognize that
we have been neglecting the discipline which is a
test of discipleship. :

But we sct out to accomplish all that during the
Lenten season. We have before us a mere forty
week days, plus six Sundays. Lent, as you know
starts with Ash Wednesday, which begins this period
of special devotion and consecration.

From early times the Lenten scason has been a
period preparatory to the celebration of Easter.
The Christian church throughout the whole world
consccrates this peried to the quickening of the
spiritual life, and to the renewal of loyalty among
its members.

Many people give themsclves to special acts of
self-deninl, prayer and meditation and find rich bless-
ings in so doing. Representing, as Lent does, the
final tragic wecks of our Lord’s life on earth, it has
a significant appeal, and Christian pcople generally
feel drawn to make use of the special means of grace
for the growth of their souls as is offered by the
Church.

While this season traditionally has been inter-
preted as being one of sclf-denial, the New Church
has never established this as a practice. Perhaps it is
a source of weakness that we place less and less em-
phasis on these outward acts and observances so
beneficial to the spiritual growth of the soul. The
Church does, however, recognize that some ‘people
do gain a spiritual turn of mind in this way, and
so does not discourage the practice.

So, if we do practical self-denial in the outward
Christian way, we should not call attention to our
rightcousness in so doing, for this but serves to
nullify any benefit we might derive. We should, on
the contrary, elevate our minds at least one step
higher, as it were, and recognize that the basic ap-
petites we are trying to bring under ‘control are not
all physical; that our greatest indulgences are the
decper and more eternally harmful ones ; the habitual
or instinctive eye on good appearances instead of
the good reaction we know we should experience.

Whether or not we abstain in Lent from say some
appealing food we should be sure that we are at the
same time giving up something which interferes with
our being the kind of person we can become with

the Lord’s help.

We are told by Swedenborg, that the Cross rep-
resents temptation, and that if we are to follow Jesus
we must, in temptation, resist or subordinate, the
appeal of self-love, which is the dominating factor
in all opposition to Him. ,

We are to take up our cross by crucifying the
lusts of the flesh by denying them power to lead us
astray. This duty of taking up our cross involves
the responsibility of bearing it until victory is
achieved, for one can readily see the uscless result
otherwise. “For- whoever would save his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.” -

Love is life. The things we love to do, the things
we set our heart upon, these make us what we are,
The life of the natural man or natural mind, is the
sclf-interest and love of things of this world, while
the life of the spiritual mind or man is love to the
Lord and to one’s neighbor.

It is not, therefore, the same life that we save and
lose, or lose and find. If we want to continue our
worldly life of self-interest, it is axiomatic that we
will lose, or close our minds to that kind of living
which devotes a greater amount of attention to the
T.ord and the neighbor than to ourselves. We are
here to make the choice, and we will be the result
of that choice. The Lord, however, wants us to
be free to choose what we will, but alse wants
us to realize what we are losing on the one hand
and gaining on the other. ,

And this conflict is all represented by the cross
we are called upon to carry. The cross means and
assures conflict. There are two forces struggling
within us for mastery of our lives. This combat
begins just as soon as we make our decision to follow
the Lord Jesus. We enlist in a battle of interests
which continues beyond the grave. We begin to
acknowledge and make prominent certain values of
life which were always present, but which we did
not notice before because other things seemed more
important.

We look about us at the world of life, things and
activity. Everything seems so vital and meaningful
that it is difficult for us mentally to visualize a life
so superior to this that Jesus holds it out as a prize
for which we are to contend.

The Tenten season . . . and Jesus . . . and the
cross . . . give us an intimate picture of the personal
factor involved in the great struggle between good
and evil. God came into the world as Jesus Christ
to show us that- religion is a personal thing, an
achievement won at a personal cost. Tt is not just
a mythical scale of values to be talked about. In
His own life He demonstrated this personal struggle.
He assumed or took on a human nature,—a human
mind as well as a physical body, and this whole
physical organism was called Jesus Christ.

Included was a natural willfulness and reasoning
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mind which was distinct and separate from the divine

soul within. It was in this that He could be and
was tempted by all the misdirected loves and selfish
efforts of humanity. These evils were appealing to
His human nature, just as they are to ours. But
it was this life which Jesus had to lay down in order
to take up or assume the divine life.

As the Lord overcame temptations His human
nature was changed and supplanted by the divine
qualities of the life he was taking up. During this
struggle He presented men with a divine pattern of
life which the darkness of evil had obscured. He
showed inner values which must be sought after and
cmbodied in day by day living. He called this per-
fecting process his glorification—being glorified with
God’s own self-glorifying the outer reaches of life
with God’s own presence. And He called His disciples
to a similar development. “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself (daily) and take up
his cross and follow me.”

_Our following is, of course, on a lower scale and
is referred to as our regeneration, being regenerated
by the new life we are taking up. That which is
within us which is good and true and pure, is not
God, it is from God, and is reflected in the various
characteristics and emotional phases which make
up our inner spiritual and celestial life. It is this
wealth of inner value which we must bring out and
activate on the conduct level of life. It is these
inner values which must gradually sublimate and
replace the lustfulness of our natures.

Life takes on new meaning, and we are- endowed
with additional strength as we take up our cross
and follow Him, remembering that no one’s cross
is bigger or heavier than he can carry, with the
Lord’s help. Thus, struggle becomes the divinely
appointed gateway to the more abundant life. Be-
yond the cross lies eternal life in the hcavcnly home.

“If any man will come after me”—we are here
today because we do not want to follow Him: “Let
him deny himself”—and right here so many of us
cease- being Christians. We are willing to follow
Jesus provided we do not have to deprive ourselves
of anything we imagine to be ours by some inalien-
able right, and which we habitually think of as
being so much a part of us that we rationalize its
presence, Jesus says it has to go, even though it is
such a struggle that we seem to lose our life in
getting rid of it.

You know all these things: grasping selfishness;
unreasoning anger which spiritually blinds us; that
feeling that if we admit we are wrong, or that the
fault is ours, will cause us to lose stature in other
people’s eyes; the habit of having our own way
which soon results in almost an inability to get along
with even those nearest and dearest to us—this is
the life we must give up. We have to change the
point of emphasis “And take up his cross and follow
me.” Here is the logical development of what the
other phrases mean,—the cross of temptation by
which, if we persevere, we are reborn, born into the
kingdom of God, made according to the spiritual
pattern of life.

This changed point of view, this being made into
a different kind of being than ‘before, this, I be-

- ogist.

lieve, is best described, in a secular way, in the book
“Human Destiny,” by Dr. Lacomte du Nouy, biol-
Although the book and our reading of it
are both several years old, we still recall certain
passages which may be considered illustrative of the
rebirth of which gospel speaks. There is much we
would disagree with, but let us view du Nuoy’s work
as merely illustrating the change of emphasis:

“For a thousand million years,” he writes, ‘“until
man began to think, life was governed by one basic
motive of survival. Then certain human beings
appeared who were ruled by a new motive, by an
idea of right and wrong for the sake of which chey
were willing to lose their lives.”

Dr. du Nuoy then asserts, it was as if the voice of
some final power spoke to the human soul saying:

“So far you have been concerned only with living
and breeding. You could kill, you could steal food
and mates, and go to sleep peacefully, having obeyed
your instincts. But from this day on, you shall
combat these instincts. You shall not kill! You
shall not steal! You shall not covet! And you shall
sleep peacefully only if you have mastered yourself.
You shall be ready to suffer and to give your life
rather than to abandon your ideals. No longer are
your principal aims to live and to eat. For noble
aims you will endure hunger and death. And you
must be noble, for that is the will of the new being
who has risen in you. You must accept him as
your master even though he curbs your desires.”

Shifting the point of emphasis away from our-
sclves, drawing a circle of life-interests which include
the person next to you and the Lord—that is the
challenge of life and of Lent. Here we face the
issue as Christian New Churchmen. To whom much
is given, much is expected, and we scem to be giving
so little! There are possibilities for us which can-
not be measured by the mere acceptance of truth,
but with what we do with that truth.

Truth always points the way to the cross, and
s0 few are willing to follow that way. The cross
is involved in any acceptance of religious truth be-
cause only where there is truth can there be tempta-
tion. Only when we learn about and accept religion
can we be tempted to deny it. Only after we have
received the Lord Jesus Christ into our lives as Lord
and Master can we be tempted to crucify Him, by
denial.

The challenge of Lent is the search for a new ex-
perience of our Lord’s saving presence in life. Let’s
take that same statement and make it personal,—
Lent is the search for a new experience of our
Lord’s saving presence in our personal life. Put
this way, we can begin to derive some benefit from
this holy season. We can, by taking up the cross
and following Him, have as He has promised, a new
contact with the source of dynamic spiritual power.

(Mr. Tafel is pastor of the Kenwood, Chicago,
parish; general pastor of the Illinois Association
and resident director of the Swedenborg Philosoph-
ical Centre.)

Gift Subscriptions — $1.50
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On Being Human
Charles A. Hall, F.R.M.S.

EARLY half a century ago, a young man of
my acquaintance made an attempt to live the
simple life, “far from the madding crowd.” He
occupied an old omnibus on a remote moor, His
removal from urban existence created a sensation
locally, and the crowd he hoped to avoid visited him
in his lonely surroundings. He had little quietude
until the nine days wonder of his behavior subsided.
One day a visitor questioned him: “What kind of
man are you, Dugald? Are you a Christian, an
atheist, a Buddhist—or what might you be? He
replied, “I can’t tell you exactly what I am, but
I know what I’'m trying to be—I’m trying to be
human.”

Yes, “trying to be human”: laboring in that
direction, aspiring to the attainment of an ideal not
yet reached.

How many of us realize that we are not yet fully
human: many, indeed, hardly human at all? What,
actually, is the measure of a man?

Physically, we are equipped with animal bodies
with animal appetites. Mentally, we have intellect,
with power to put two and two together, to invent.
We are makers of tools. From simple tool-making
we have advanced to engineering exploits that are
marvelous, and to devising weapons of destruction
that are terrible.

Nnturally, we are egocentric, we love to dominate,
to add coin to coin and field to ficld. Throughout
the centuries we have engaged in war. So-called
human history is not a pretty picture, although
here and there it shows redeeming features. If, in
the words of Tennyson, nature be “Red in tooth
and claw with ravin,” we have out-animaled all other
animals in that regard.

Ordinarily, we are just clever animals, too often
diabolically clever. Yet we have that in us which
distinguishes us from the lower animals—we have
the potency to become human. As yet, we are not
men, but animals in the process of becoming human.
My young friend mentioned at the outset of these
notes realized just that,

“And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness.” Cynics have suggested that if
man is the image of God, then God is not worth
much respect. But those same cynics have never
understood that the making of man is a continuing,
cternal process of regeneration, starting with the
poor creatures that we are and issuing in a trans-
formed being whose character mirrors the loveliness
of God seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Genesis reference is not to the physical crea-
tion of man, but to the spiritual development of a
being already in existence. By divine grace, and
with my own cooperation, I am gradually being
made into the image and likeness of God. The mak-
ing is achicved when the human will reflects the
divine will, the human intellect is in harmony with
the Divine Wisdom, and human living is the expres-
sion of divine beneficence.

It should be understood that when it is said, “Let

us make man,” the word “us” is not used as “us”

or “our” in the parlance of an earthly monarch.
It refers to all the personalities and agencies which
combine to effect that great issue. In the “us” we
may include all regenerative processes, all heavenly
beings, all churches, schools and teachers, all ex-
periences—indeed, everything which nearly or re-
motely can contribute to the process in hand. Mark
you, it means that we are all enjoined to help.

To the discerning spirit it becomes apparent that
the “Divine event to which the whole creation moves”
is man, the spiritual image and likeness of God. I
quote Gerald Massey:

God hath been gradually forming Man

In His own image since the world began,
And is forever working on the soul,

Like sculptor on his statue, till the whole
Expression of the upward life be wrought
Into some semblance of the Eternal Thought.

Man, who by regeneration shall become a denizen
of the angelic heaven formed by divine mercy from
the human race, is the great purpose of creation.
This never to be forgotten fact is so easily over-
looked. Even those closely and unselfishly associ-
ated with our New Church organizations may, in
eagerness for the welfare and aggrandizement of the
institution, lose sight of the great purpose for which
it exists. )

The organization is not an end in itself, but a
means towards an end, which is the regeneration of
man; humbly and earnestly to co-operate with the
Lord in His gracious work is our privilege and
responsibility.

Our aim should be Big Men, not little sccretaries.
So many sects are, as the prophet puts it, beds
too short for men to stretch themselves in, and it
is no wonder that men and women of larger growth
ignore them. Too many ecclesiastics assume it to
be their duty to mould men and women into their
own likeness, to imprison them within the confines
of their personal creeds and prejudices. Loyalty
to sect is put before loyalty to truth:

How pitiful are little folk—
They seem so very small;

They look at stars and think
They are denominational.

Denominations have their uses and come under
the governance of the Divine Providence, but the
great matter is not becoming a Roman Catholic, an
Episcopalian, a Methodist, a Baptist, a Swedenborg-
ian—even a Christian. Let all subserve the Lord’s
supreme aim, the making of man into His image and
likeness.

Is it possible for any of us, so little advanced in
the way of regeneration, to find words with which
to picture the man or woman whose character is the
mirror of the Lord? Swedenborg, as cver, helps
us. He says, “The Lord alone is Man, and others
are so far men as they received good and truth from
Him, thus so far as they love the truth and live
according to it.” (Apocalypse Explained 280.)

There, indeed, is a definition of manhood: it is
simple and pomted but its implications are deep
and far-reaching. For instance, it involves acknowl-
edgment of the Lord as the origin of all good
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and truth contributing to the making of man.
Such acknowledgment is more than assent to a
creedal formula: it is the realization of Him in life,
in day-to-day experiences, in weal or woe, in sorrow
or delight. ‘

He is with us in whatever happens, “Nearer to
us than breathing, closer than hands and feet,” and
the man who is really human sees in all experiences
the divine over-rule, the gracious ministration of
His love and wisdom. I feel He teaches us more
through sorrow than by means of pleasure, and it
is in_the discipline of life we may find confirmation
of what we learn from Holy Writ.

Man, the image and likeness of God, knows his
Lord, realizes His providence, hears His Word with
an inner ear, has vision of Him by inward sight. He
thanks Him not only for happy hours, but also for
testing experiences. He knows in the very marrow
of his being that “All things work together for good
to them that love God.” He is not be-devilled by
haunting fears and carking cares. He is humble,
but of such spiritual poise that he is unruffled in the
midst of strife, and of such dignity as to amaze
others of lesser growth.

The man after the Lord’s own mind, he who is
really human, loves the Lord and what is of Him
in mankind. Without self-consciousness, he serves
God and ncighbor with the fullness of his being,
without thought of reward here or hereafter, know-
ing that all that is essential for his life on earth and
beyond is added unto him who seeks first the King-
dom (the rule) of God in his life.

Criticism does not affect him: his response to
injury is at once to seek the eternal welfare of the
evil-doer. He has a soul above those domestic quar-
rels which ultimately emerge in major wars. How
can we expect wars between nations to cease whilst
we indulge evil tempers, love of dominating and self-
ishness in our own homes? Our home is a world in
miniature. One repeats, with sympathy, the prayer
of J. G. Holland:

God give us men! A time like this demands

Great hearts, strong minds, true faith, and
willing hands!

Men whom the lust of office does not kill:

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy:

Men who possess opinions and a will;

Men who have honor, men who will not lie.

For, while the rabble with their thumb-worn
creeds,

Their large professions and their little deeds

Wrangle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice
sleeps.

It has been said that the making of man is a con-
tinuing process. This needs emphasis. It goes on
through time and eternity, advancing from lesser to
higher perfection, with no finality. Always there
are new heights to surmount, and light beyond the
horizon beckons to fresh attainment,

(An ordaining pastor of the British Conference,
retired from the active ministry, Mr. Hall now re-
sides quietly mnear rural Storrington, Sussex. For-

_mally Editor of the New Church Herald, he is the
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author of several popular nature books.)

Proposed Amendments for Action at
1954 Convention in June

The Constitution and By-Laws of Convention pro-
vide for a three months’ advance notice of the substance
of an amendment to be proposed for action at a given
Convention, In accordance with this provision, the fol-
lowing information is presented at this time concerning
actions of amendment recommended by the mid-winter
meeting of the General Council.

(1) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article II, section
8 of the Constitution, which will provide that the
secretary for the time being of the Council of
Ministers shall be an added ez-officio. member of
the General Council, but without vete.

{2) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article V, section
3 of the Constitution, which will provide for the
possibility of ordination, without the lapse of a
year, of a graduate of the four-year course of the
Convention Theological School, which course shall
have included service, under rules prescribed by
the School, in a Society or other recognized body
of the Church.

(As a matter of information, the General Council
recognized the need for further complete revision
of Article V under the guidance of the Council
of Ministers, and is to appoint a committee to
confer with the Executive Committee of the Coun-
cil of Ministers with the object of formulating
such revision.)

(3) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article X of the

- By-Laws, which will provide that, of the four
members to be elected each year to the Board of
Managers of the Theological School, at least
two shall be ministers recognized as such by
Convention,

The foregoing amendments have been duly proposed
in business sessions of the Convention, and referred to
the General Council for its recommendation. A fourth
proposal for an amendment of strictly routine character
was presented to the Council by its secretary, namely,

(4) The General Council approved for presentation

to Convention the proposal to amend Article 111
of the By-Laws by re-arranging the items therein
and adding thereto the numes of Boards and Com-
mittees of Convention recently constituted and
not at present listed.
Honrace B. BrackMer,
Recording Secretary.

Our Prayer

Lorp Gob, We pray to Thee; —
May we attain to Christian liberty,

May all the human race return to Ged,
And righteousness, and peace,
Our Father, GOD; —

We who are born again, —

“— Pray Thee — now — extend —

Thy strong right arm — and hand,
And keep Thy children — free, —
Till Jesus Christ is King,
Throughout the Earth, —
And we are safe with Him,
In truth. Amen.

Hanrny L. ABeL



Worshipping In
Spirit and Truth

Wourp LIKE To go to church in the
Philippines? This writer attends wor-
ship there every week and knows well
that our New Church brethren in
Manila will love to have you worship
with them in spirit and in truth.

For over thirty-four years they have
been carrying on their worship of the
Lord Jesus Christ as the God of the
whole world, the One true Lord and
Saviour.

The Rev. Ildefonso Agulo, ably as-
sisted by bis wife, was the first min-
ister and active worker and missionary
in the Islands when the Rev. George
Gordon Pulsford was sent out in 1918
by the Convention Board of Missions in
response to a spontancous demand occa-
sioned by numerous Filipinos reading
the widely advertised, inexpensive vol-
umes of “Heaven and Hell,” “Divine
Providence,” “The Four Doctrines’” and
“Divine Love and Wisdom.”

The reasonableness of Swedenborg's
writings made a great appeal to these
newly liberated people and the need for
a missionary to explain them was won-
derfully met by the Reverend Pulsford.

Many of us recall the quick response
to his teaching. The Tambuli, or
T'rumpet, was a paper in which he pub-
lished in parallel columns of English,

Spanish and Tagalog a call to these in-
telligent and friendly people to exam-
ine “the New Church teachings from
heaven.”

Have you heard of the beautiful ban-
ner which hung in the Manila New
Church? The Young People’s. League
of that time helped the Philippines
build this house of worship and it was
always adorned by their banner. It
showed a white city, surrounded with
clouds, coming down from heaven,
painted on a brilliant blue satin back-
ground. This writer has a photograph
of it. Now, after all these intervening
years—years which have included a ter-
rible war—the church remains faithful
to her Lord,

Manila is just on the other side of
the earth, The time difference is twelve
hours. The people there attend church
every Sunday morning at 9 o’clock. At
9 p.m., the Saturday evening before, we
worship with them, using our Book of
Worship. We are together. They say
they are so glad to know this and are
conscious of our presence. They would
love to have others of our faith worship
with them at the same time.

Quoting from Mrs. Aurelia Aquino’s
recent letter: She inquires about our
Christmas and says, “Here we have a
convention for the feast of our Lord's
birthday. It was such a happy affair
and many brethren from our church at-
tended. After the ceremony we all

dined together, just a simple merienda
cena. '

“QOur only regret was that we werc
not able to give gifts to all the small
children of our brethren, so this year,
1954, we plan to raise funds for such
Christmas gifts, and with the help of
the brethren in the States.”

Now, don’t you think it would be a
lovely thing to worship with them?
They would be happy if we did, and if
any of us want to help with a small gift
to buy presents for the children for this
year’s Christmas, that would be a heart-
warming thing to do, too.—SereNa K.
Da~prinee, “Green Pastures,” near
Shepherdstown, W. Va, .

Opera To Be Presented

“Masque of Pandora,” a two-act
opera by Rosalie Balmer Cale, organist
of the St. Louis Society, will be pre-
sented by the Morning Etude Club of
that city March 8, at 8:80 p.m,, at its
club rooms on Westminster Place. Her
opera includes a brilliant dancing en-
semble. It has been given in Los
Angeles, Chicago and other large cities.

On Television Program
The Rev. Robert Loring Young, San
Diego pastor, was guest speaker on the
television program “Let There Be
Light” Jan. 24, and on its radiocast
version Jan. 31, marking the anniver-
sary of Swedenborg’s birth, 1688,

Pre-Lenten Institute

Under the auspices of the Greater
Boston New Church Council an Insti-
tute bearing on the importance of the
Lenten season was held on three suc-
cessive Wednesdays, Feb. 17, 24, March
3, at the Theological School, the leaders
being, the Reverends David P. Johnson,
Kitchener; William R. Woofenden, New
York; Ernest O, Martin, Wilmington.

Scout Troop Sponsors

El Cerrite’s men’s club sponsors of
Scout Troop 96 held a dinner for the
boys and their parents Feb. 9, when the
Scouts conducted a Court of Honor and
Investure Ceremony. John Bohlken
is scoutmaster and William French,
assistant.

Help Wanted!

It will be of considerable assis-
tance to the Sunday School Asso-
ciation if superintendents and
ministers will check the current
Convention Journal for correct-
ness of the listings, in all respects.
Please notify the Association's
president, the Rev. Eric Zacharias,
Pretty Prairie, Kans., within 21
days if possible, of any necessary
changes.

Recollections Of A
Great New Churchman

The passing into the spiritual world
of the Rev. Im Jur Janecek brings to
light several interesting reminiscences
of this great stalwart of the Church in
Czechoslovakia. ‘

One such comes from the Rev. Adolph
L. Goerwitz, of Zurich, general pastor
in Europe, who also gives additional de-
tails concerning Mr. Janecek’s decease.

Mr. Goerwitz was the first New
Churchman to meet the Prague pioneer,
the occasion being a service held in his
home Oct. 19, 1909. They still call
this New Church Day in that country,
and originally painted the date on their
cups and plates.

Also in his recent account, Mr, Goer-
witz goes on to tell how touched he was
to note the reverent silence with which
Mrs. Janecek and husband’s sister
moved about the house while their be-
loved was translating Swedenborg's
writings. They all regarded it as sacred
work, and there was a sphere about the
room as though indeed the angels were
present.

Mr. Janecek was a master of his lan-
guage, Pastor Goerwitz says, and he re-
calls a loeal professor of literature call-
ing on the translator to congratulate
him on his work. His books and pamph-

lets spread to many parts of Europe.
1t is said that he was honored, too, for
his translating of Tolstoi's books into
the vernacular. (Tolstoi was well ac-
quainted with Swedenborg’s writings.—
Ed.)

Suffers Appendectomy
Vincent Bergmann, Detroit Society,
was successfully operated on for appen-
dicitis Feb. 8, having suffered a sudden
attack. He has been recuperating at
the Highland Park General Hospital.

At Fort Bliss
Pvt. Tobisch is in training at Fort
Bliss, Tex., on one of the new radar
controlled, automatic guns. He finds
his duties most interesting,

Korea's New Church Day

Correspondence with Kwangjai
Park, Korean student minister at
present resident near San Fran-
cisco, develops that he is of the
second generation of New Church
people in Korea, and that January
3 is regarded there as “New
Church Day,” as the first meet-
ings in that ancient and brave
country were held on that date in
Wonsan twenty-four years ago.
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EDITORIALS

Slowly, Very Slowly

LOWLY, very slowly, but definitely surely there
is coming into everyday view and even into com-
monplace practice more than one of the truths as
revealed by Swedenborg concerning existence which
hitherto either have been unknown or for the most
part regarded as mere imagination. An interesting
example which illustrates this point is rather sur-
prisingly an advertisement appearing in Business-
week for Feb. 13, inserted by the Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Co., one of whose founders, by the way, was
John Pitcairn, Scottish New Churchman. The an-
nouncement calls attention to its product and tech-
nique “Color Dynamics,” a method whereby the
interiors of factories, engineering shops and business
offices are painted to bring out, and in, the right
mood of the employees at work therein. The fore-
man of the shop pictured in the Pittsburgh firm’s
advertisement speaks warmly of the improved morale
since iron girders and pillars have been treated with
a sea green color, with other markings in bright
yellow together with some crimson stripings.

One has only to read something of the numerous
passages in Swedenborg’s theological works, not to
say his scientific writings concerning colors, to find
how truly the Swedish revelator anticipated not only
the fact of colors affecting man’s disposition, but
that his moods and characteristics are seen in the
world of the mind—or spiritual world if you would—
as colors. Indeed commonly in this physical habitat
of ours we refer to states of mind in terms of color,
whether it is a case of “feeling blue,” “seeing red,”
or of being “yellow.” And particularly on our point
of a new view coming into acceptance in these
matters, it is significant that only the most “old
fashioned” persons now consider it necessary to per-
petuate the belief that black clothes or arm bands
are proper for funerals, not to say red eyes and

noses.

Yes, as more than one famed thinker has said,
Swedenborg was centuries ahead of his day in bring-
ing to view wonders that can only be related in some
degree to promises such as made by Jesus when He
told the disciples “I have many things to say unto
you, but ye cannot bear them now” (Jokn 16:12).
But the significance lies not so much in the Swedish
Aristotle’s prescience, and honor therefor, as it does
in the certainty that the Creator’s great purposes
and man’s true nature, slowly, very slowly, but
definitely surely, are being brought to light.—L. M.

Goodness Basis of Greatness
(Reprinted From “Christian Economics,” Feb. 0.)

“Not until I went to the churches of America and
found the pulpits aflame for righteousness, did I under-
stand the greatness and genius of America, "America is
great because America is good. When America ceases
to be good, America will cease to be great.” — Alexis
de Tocqueville.

EE TOCQUEVILLE uttered the above prophetic
words early in the past century.  Suppose he

came again to our shores, looked at the displays of
literature on our newsstands, observed the cinemas,
watched television, listened to the radio, looked up
the reports on crime, juvenile delinquency, drunken-
ness and divorce, investigated gambling and racket-
eering, visited our slums, listened to our politicians,
and looked into espionage and subversivism in our
institutions. Would he still think America good?

There has been much erosion of American good-
ness and a great falling away from the standards
which formerly prevailed in our country. Neverthe-
less, the foundation in righteousness and freedom
still stands.

We need a wave of repentance, a refilling of our
churches, which seems to be coming, and a renewal
of loyalty to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If this turning is made, we may in confidence claim
the promise of God given to the people of old:

If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.—(II Chkronicles 7:14)

hueeh Calendar

For the benefit of Altar Guilds not familiar with the
varying colors required in the chancel according to the
church season we have indicated below in the Church
Calendar the color associated with each of our Sundays
or seasons according to the traditions which have come
down from early times and have long been followed by
such churches as the Lutheran and Episcopal. These
communions also use the same color of the season for
the ministers’ stoles. In the New Church, however,
where white vestments and stoles are used by certain of
the clergy, those that are colored have been identified
from a church scene described in the “True Christian
Religion” 188 (cited p. 633 in our former Book of Wor-
ship). From this was adopted the custom of making
the stole indicate the function of the minister. The
present usage for the clergy is by no means generally
accepted but the colors recognized for the New Church
chancel, as adopted by most, are az below until Easter.

_ Altar Cloths
March 7 — First Sunday in Lent Violet
March 14— Second Sunday in Lent “
March 21 — Third Sunday in Lent “
March 28 — Fourth Sunday in Lent .
April 4 — Passion Sunday “
April 11 — Palm Sunday “
April 16 — Good Friday Black
April 18 — Easter Sunday White
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A FAMOUS SURGEON RETIRES

Of interest and concern to New
Churchmen especially in the east, is
news of the retirement as surgeon in
chief, since 1908,
at the Goddard
Hospital, Brock-
ton, Mass., of
Dr. Samuel W.
Goddard, son of
Dr. Henry E.
Goddard, for
nineteen years
minister of the
Brockton Soci-
ety, and himself
an esteemed local
surgeon, founder
of the hospital in 1902, A cousin is the
Rev. Warren Goddard, so long minister
at Elmwood.

From a leading article in the Brock-
ton newspaper, and a featured account
by Columnist Ken Dalton, we learn:

For more than half a century Dr.
“Sam,” as he is familiarly called by
both friends and patients, brought sur-
gical skill and devoted service to the
people of the entire Brockton area. His
patients have been his friends. His en-
deavor to give the ultimate in medical-
surgical service through group practice
and modern hospital facilities and his
philosophy of personahzcd treatment
will be reflected in medieal services for
many years, say associates.

A gentle, soft-spoken man by naturc,
Dr. Sam was credited with instilling
confidence in the men, women and chil-
dren who came to him for surgery, so
that patients went into the operating
room sure in their hearts that this quiet
but friendly doctor, with his skilled
hands and wide surgical knowledge,
would pull them through.

Now he feels it is time to close shop
and though his active practice is over,
Dr. Sam will continue to watch with
personal interest the growth and devel-
opment of the new medical center and
enlarged clinic at Goddard Memorial
Hospital founded by his father in 1902,

In recognition of his more than 50
years of surgical service and advanced
medical philosophy, Dr. Samuel W.
Goddard was elected honorary president
and honorary chief of staff of the God-
dard Hospital at the annual meeting of
the board of directors held at the hos-
pital,” Dr. John S. Chase, president of
the corporation, announced today..

Dr. Goddard has been connected with
the hospital continuously since its incep-
tion in 1902. In that year Dr; Henry
E. Goddard established a one-bed ma-
ternity hospital in his own home in or-
der that he might better supervise and
follow the treatment of his maternity

S. W. Goddard

patients, and to young “Sam” Goddard,
then a junior at Harvard Medical
school, and to his sister, Ruth, fell the
routine - tasks of what would now be
clussified as the non-professional as-
pects of hospital maintenance and
operation, ' -

Upon his graduation from Harvard
Medical school in 1904, Dr. Goddard
continued his professional training as
surgical intern at the Carney Hospital
in South Boston from 1904 to 1906 and
from 1906 to 1908 served as resident
surgeon, ‘At the recently-held banquet
celebrating the’ completion of the new
Carney Hospital, Dr.  Goddard was
honored as having the distinction of
being thé ﬁrst resndent surgeon in
Boston,

When ~lie returned to Brockton in
1908 for his active surgical practice, his
training brought to the people of Brock-
ton the opportunity to benefit from what
were then the most recent advances in
medical and surgical trdining and prac-
tice, and the growing Goddard Hospital
extended its services from maternity
care to maternity and surgical treat-
ment. Dr. Goddard has held the posi-
tion of surgeon in ¢éhief since 1908. -

When the hospital was incorporated
in 1919, he was elected president of the
corporation, which pesition he held until
1948. Along with Dr. Harrison A.
Chase and Dr. Peirce H, Leavitt, Dr.
Goddard developed in those early years
a clinic practice for the people of
Brockton along the lines of the famous
Mayo Clinic.

Dr. Goddard is a life member of the
Anierican College of Surgeons, a char-
ter ‘hember of the American Board of
Surgery, a member of the American
Medical Association, a member of the
New ‘England Surgical Society, a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts Medical So-
ciety, and a life member of the Amerl-
can Hospital Association,

He served as surgeon in chief of the
Brockton Hospital and consulting sur-
geon of the Bridgewater State Hospi-
tal. He is a past president of the
Plymouth District Medical Society, an
honorary member, charter member, and
past president of the Brockton Rotary
Club and served as the first chairman
for the American Cancer Society drive.

He is a member of the University

‘Chub of Brockton, the Harvard Club of

Boston and the Baalis Sanford Masonic
Lodge. He is a director of the Thorny

Lea Golf Club and is a member of the
New Jerusalem Church.

Reverie In The
Valley of Judea.

As I stoob on the bullet-pocked tower
of Ramat Rachel and looked across the
valley of Judea, I found myself un-
consciously reciting the Twenty-third
Pszalm. 'The words came automatically,
for it was among thése rocks that David
led ‘his shcep and shaped the perfect
lyric' of “The Lord Is My Shepherd.”

On my last Sabbath in Israel I visit-
ed my friend, Emanuel, in his kibbutz,
and he led me to the ‘window of his
dining room to point out -the height on
Carmel where Elijah hrad his célebrated
encounter with the priests of Baal.

I have ridden for miles along a road
above which Mount Tubor lifts its sym-
metrical sugar-loaf height, and I have
never failed to picture Deborah 'watch-
ing the valleys from it. Only when the
rains came and Sisera was bogged by
the mud for which he was not prepared,
did she come down from her hill, to put
his armies and himself to the sword.
The- larid lies now as it lay thein, and
its topography explaing her battle bet—

“ter than a hundred books.

Watching porters unloading modern
ships at Jaffa, I have bad the illusion

.that they changed before. my eyes intp
.men of another time clad in other cos-
' tumes unloadmg on, the spot cedars

from Lebinon desngned ‘to be carried to

Jernsalem and built into the Temple.

I have stood on the docks of Jaffa and
mused on the best known of all stories
of the sea, told of a ship that stood out
from " Jaffa with a prophet aboard
named Jonah. I have turned my back
to the sea and looked up at the head-
land on which the city stands, and have
seen Tabitha busy with her needle and
Simon the Tinner welcoming his guests.

One Sabbath day, from Jerusalem I
took  the winding road that leads to the
top of Mount Zion and entered the low
vaulted room in which I stood before
tlie tomb of David, that tumultuous man
of song ahd the sword, who made Zion
Jerusalem’s fortress, but was not al-
lowed to build Jerusalem’s Témple.

Israel is the land of magic evocations.
I have walked its ways marveling at
its'modern vigor, yet in the midst of my
admiration being suddenly nudged by a
vivid memory of ancient things. A new
kibbutz rising in the mud under the
hands of a hundred young men and
women was enfolded by the tower of
Nebi Yeshua—the tomb of Joshua—and
the words came ringing back, “Be
strong and of a good courage.”

As the automobile and the camel
share its highways, so present and past
rub shoulders throughout Israel. One
of my dellghts in that land today is that
cvery Israeli is an amateur archeologist
and the president of Israel a world
famous one. Israel keeps faith with its
past. From “To Be Frank,” by Dr.
Frank Kingdon, the New York Post.
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TRUTH GAINED BY PERCEPTION

Kay J.
Morgan

Many rrorLe FEEL SURE they know their position as related to the universe,
They take it for granted that they are living on this planet referred to as the
earth and its sun and other planets surround them. Yet, this widely believed in
theory of the globe has never been proven by the scientists, even though it is a

certainty in the minds of some of them.

There are many, also, who believe that a theory is something which has al-

ready been proven and is an established truth,

Actually, to correctly define

theory, we would have to say that it is a philosophical explanation of something
that seems to be true. And, of course, what seems to be true to some people may

not seem to be so to others.

Man has established certain facts, but
he has also used his reasoning power to
relate those facts to theory. The flaws
in his reasoning, therefore, are what
make the theory dubious. To give an
example of how easy it is to allow our
reasoning guide us, let us use an exam-
ple of reasoning as related to fact in
the following:

When a ship is fading away in the
distance, it may appear to drop below
the horizon, since it is believed the ship
is going down beyond the curvature of
the earth. But if one has ever really
studied a ship through a high power
telescope, he can readily see that it ac-
tually appears on a higher level at the
fading away point.

From this fact of appearances, this
writer, for example, through his reason-
ing, is compelled to say that the ship
could actually be going up beyond the
curvature instead of down. Even
though we know the ship is going down,
reasoning tells us just the opposite.
Yet, those that believe that which ap-
pears to them to be true are correct, in
this case.

There are some scientists now work-
ing on the theory that all life is on the
inside of the earth on which we are
living, They are finding facts about
our earth’s soil and its generalities that
contradict the findings of earlier scien-
tists, From the conclusions they have
reached concerning the earth’s surface,
they reason that all life (including all
other planets) could be enclosed with-
in the surface or crust of our earth. It
is evident, from this belief, that these
scientists do not agree with the existing
theories of other scientists concerning
distance from our planet to the other
planets. A

These disagreements in scientific the-
ories could only come about by the dif-
ference in the reasoning of the men.
One man, or group of men, reasons that
this or that is so and believes it strongly
while another takes the same facts and
comes to a different conclusion, which
he also believes strongly. The conclu-
sions are different; yet, they have both
been reached by the process of reason-
ing from facts, and they are both called
theories. This makes it evident that
the word for “theory” should be “pos-
sibility” because the given conclusion is,
in the strict sense, an inference.
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The absolute truth cannot be obtained
through man’s faulty reasoning. Rea-
soning should be used only when there
is the will and understanding with it
to make a decision on matters pertain-
ing to our external way of life. That
is, reasoning should be used when there
is a question of what should be done in
a situation relevant to our way of life
in the material world.

None of us could get along very well
in this world without our power of ra-
tionalizing; that is, thinking in terms
of reasons to come to conclusions, All
of us use logic of one form or another
in our thinking every day, but we de-
feat our purpose when we use our own
reasoning in searching for truth. It
should be understood that truth is some-
thing apart from fact, for fact pertains
to the natural sciences, while truth per-
tains to life and religion,

Truth cannot be gained through rea-
soning, partly due to the fact that we
all differ in our forms of thinking and
reasoning, and through reasoning we
can convince ourselves of something
which is false, as well as something
which is true. If a man has convinced
himself that a falsity is a truth, he has
been blinded by his own lack of under-
standing, The truth is all laid out be-
fore him but, from his own lack of
understanding, he relies on reasoning
instead of looking for perception.

The fact that perception has nothing
to do with reasoning must be taken into
consideration in order to understand
what perception is and to gain a knowl-
edge of its importance. It is a rela-
tively simple process which comes only
through understanding and wisdom, and
it is the lack of understanding which
causes man to doubt things which he
cannot explain. But, when a man
understands and is able to gain per-
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ception in his search for truth, he just
seems automatically to apprehend the
truth of a matter and knows that it
could not possibly be otherwise.

In things pertaining to the spirit or
soul, there is no half-way between
truth and falsity. Everything done or
thought, down to the least particular, is
either a truth or a falsity; likewise, it
is either good or evil, depending on the
affections which are the cause for the
thought or deed. By reasoning, we can-
not distinguish one from the other; that
is, good from evil or truth from falsity.
The positive knowledge of what is good
and true lies in perceiving it through
the love of good and the understanding
of truth; thus, an insight into things
spiritual.

In order to gain perception, a man
must first have the will to gain truth.
In other words, he must love what is
good and true and never give up his
search for it. In searching for the truth
he gains understanding, from whence
comes wisdom, and finally is able to
apprehend truths or gain intuition.
Once he has gained this power of in-
tuition or perception, he becomes closer
to God and can have no possible doubts
in his mind about these truths. Conse-
quently, he also perceives the goods
which are derived from these truths.

There always has existed strong
doubt in some minds that there are more
earths than the one they are living on,
Yet, who, with a logical mind and a
good faculty for understanding, can
deny the existence of other worlds and
people when admittedly the Creator is
Infinite? Our minds are not able to
comprehend the whole of the infinity of
our Creator, and yet they are capable
of it if the mind is elevated above ra-
tional thought, That is, when the con-
ception of time and space has been re-
moved, we can comprehend infinity.
(See Swedenborg’s “Arcana Coelestia”
par. nn, 6697, 8.)

However true it is that this earth is
surrounded by other planets of equal

‘and larger size (and surely it is a

truth), all men have not accepted it as
such. They have established new the-
ories which contradict it and believe the
planets could all be enclosed in one
sphere. Nevertheless, there are some,
who, through their power of perception,
know many particulars about the life
outside of this earth and have presented
evidence which reveals the nature of
the inhabitants there. They have gained
all this knowledge through their insight
into things spiritual from their under-
standing of the Word.

Persuasion has a great deal to do with
the beliefs of many individuals. To
give an example: There are some who
strongly believe that the center of the
earth is full of hot lava and other ma-
terinls. Yet, it is all a part of the

(Next page please)



(From preceding page)

theory that has been presented to them.
Because the facts supporting this the-
ory are not sufficient or are of such a
naturc that the average instructor
doesn’t bother with them, this theory is
not widely understood among geology
teachers.

‘I'herefore, instead of explaining the
theory to their students, they present
the belief as a fact. In this way the
students are misled for they, in turn,
believe such to be a truth. Conse-
quently after a period of time, the ma-
J()I‘lt) of people have no further doubt
in their minds about the truth of what
has been taught them, When they are
presented with facts or ideas that point
to another possible theory, they are in-
clined to think they are ridiculous and
are unwilling to change their minds at
any cost.

Many, being told about the theory
of life on the inside of the earth, might
ask what these scientists believe is on
the outside of the sphere which they be-
lieve contains all life. They say they
believe there is nothing there, but do
they consider, or, what is more, com-
prehend the meaning of nothing? Air
and space are usually thought of, but
air is something and when air is re-
moved, we still have space, which is also
somcthing. Nothing is not even space.

Of course, the human brain cannot
record to the mind this complicated situ-
ation, It is beyond our thinking power
while living in the material world. But
if we think deeply enough, we are able
to grasp a certain amount of its mean-
ing. Nevertheless, the idea of such a
thing is usually rejected because of the
general tendency of individunals to think
only as much as is required to live a
satisfactory life.

Therefore, the majority stick to their
old beliefs, and many of those who do
seek the truth, do so through reasoning
it out themselves. Until the time comes
that most men on our earth are able to
see beyond the finite and understand the
Word of God, the majority of us will
still sce no meaning, apart from theory,
for the planets and the life on them.

Yet, the reason remains so simple. It
is all a matter of perceiving the infinity
of the Creator, to which there is no end
and no beginning. It is with this in
mind that Swedenborg opened to us the
interiors of the Word. It was the will
of God that the men on our earth would
again be able to gain some understand-
ing and perception of the infinite and
beautiful things contained within it.

(A new coniributor to our columns,
Miss Morgan in her late ’teens, shows
a perceplion of her subject which her
article bravely fulfills, She is a resi-
dent of Elgin, Ill., and began liér study
‘of Swedenborg al the age of fourieen.)

Report From Koreca

‘I'hrough the courtesy of Miss Lillian
E.. Rogcrs of Havcrtown, Pa., who has
been- in communication with her, news
lins come from Miss Young Oom Kim,
now in Pusan, and who will be recalled
when she studied in this country and in
Toronto,

- The school w:th which she now is con-
nected is once more back at partly de-
stroyed Seoul the So. Korean capital,
and reconstruction is undetway. She
lives in a little honse on the campus,
though maintaining her mailing address
at- Ewha Woman’s University, Pusan,
where her family awaits until a home
is found in Seoul.

Miss Kim. from time to time meets
with other Koreans interested in Swe-
denborg’s teachings. In another column
will be found an item concerning their
New Church Day. She receives THE
MesseNaER -from time to time, and will
be happy to hear from those intervested
in her Christian work,

Junior Congregation Grows

Kitchener’s recently established Jun-
ior Congrcgutlon consisting of young
folks seven years and up, has now
grown to the extent that an adult is
necessary as leader, and it is planned
that the men of the congregation will
volunteer. On alternate Sundays the
Juniors attend the church service until
first two stanzas of the opening hymn.

Thoughtful Topics

At a Discussion Group meeting Feb.
14, with Mesdames Oscar lbele, Sr.,
and Anna Pfister, as hostesses, Cleve-
land members heard Dr. Oscar H. Ibele,
Jr., proféssor of political science at
Kent University, speak on lobbying in
Washington. He was introduced by
Prof. Ricard Small, of the Romance
Language Dept., Fenn College,

Neighborhood Lenten Services
The Rev. William R. Woofenden,
New York's minister, will take® part
in conducting an interdénominational
Lenten service the evening of March 9
at Christ Chiurch, Methodist, Park Ave.,
and 60th St.
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Genealogical Table

Tu the Emron:

I was disappointed in the arrange-
ment’ of the genealogical table in my
article “How Churches Change.” [ MEs-
sexgEr Jan. 23.] Realizing the diffi-
culty in setting up such a table in print,
my ‘intention of showing the degenera-
tion of the Ancient Church through each
line from Noah would have been pre-
served had it been printed with all
Shem’s sons and grandsons, under Shem,
and likewise for Ham and Japheth,

Under Shem (true internal worship)
should come his sons Elam, Assyria,
Arpachshad, Lud and Aram, who rep-
resent the first offspring of true in-
ternal “worship; then his grandsons
(knowledges from internal worship)
should be mentioned.

" Under Ham (corrupt internal wor-
ship) should be mentioned his sons
Ethiopin, Egypt, Lybia and Canaan, to
show how this internal worship was
corrupted by faith alone. Then came
Ham’s grandsons, representing the pro-

“fanation of such worship.

Under Japheth it should be shown
that his sons represent worship in ex-
ternals, and his grandsons worship even
more remote from any external worship
that corresponds to its internal counter-
part.
T Avrice Van Bovex.
Redlands, Calif,

Improvements At Centre -

‘A recent report of Resident Diréctor
the Rev. Immanuel Tafel, of the Swe-
denborg Philosophical Centre, Chicago,
states that there has been much im-
provement of the property the past
vear. The cost largely has been cov-

ered by the Chicago Society.

‘Lecture Series

The Rev. Dr. Howard Davis Spoerl,
instructor at the Theological School in
the psychology of Swedenborg, deliv-
ered- the third of this season’s Mary
Barbour Blair lectures at the Sweden-
borg Philosophical Centre, Chicago,
Feb.. 28, speaking.-on “Among the Phi-
losophers: Swedenborg.”

. The Sunshine City
St. Petersburg
thors to- the Sunshine
" City of the South

- Are heartily welcome-to services -
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With The Practicing
Psychologist . . . .

In TurNiNG FroM studies of Will and
Understanding to Love, in the light of
its doctrinal meanings, we are reminded
of the amazingly rich literature con-
cerning love in poetry, the drama, fic-
tion, and more recently in film-plays at
their best.

Love is known by appeal to real life,
we say, but also in portrayals of its
beauty as an ideal, hence as a value
rather than a sheer matter of fact;
notably in instances when we draw near
people impressively “in love,” also in
the home, in the devotedness of parental
affection, the innocence of childhood,
and the loyalty of those dedicated to
high standards,

For love is the last subject in the
world te be abstracted from personality
even as a symbol. Yet love may also be
considered as a doctrine if we take our
start from the teaching that “Love is
the life of man™ (W, 1).

Manifold in its nature, varied beyond
description in its expression and influ-
ence, love is indeed more truly the “life”
than any other quality. The perception
of the nature and place of love was in-
deed the central interest which led to
the revelatory insights of the Word as
a whole,

While endeavoring to be true then to
the inner states which most intimately
disclose the affections as verifiably real,
we may also bear in mind both the spir-
itual influx which makes such states
possible and the law or principle of
correspondences which makes clear their
connection.

We will not then be distracted by ref-
erence to bodily sensations and fibers,
interchanges between mind and brain,
or fine distinctions between soul and
spirit in the long series of antitheses
between inmosts and ultimates. Our
thought may indeed dwell more inten-
sively in the doctrinal world while keep-
ing ever more close to what in ordinary
“terms we call “real life,” regarded as
it appears in semblances only,

Lové proves to be a synonym for
unity, hence for marriage, with marital
love as the culminating conception, how-
beit we seem to be more concerned with
variety, if not with separateness, a term
which reminds us of hate and thus with
hell as utterly disparate.

As divine in origin, love is nothing if

- not uuselfish: love for others, for the
neighbor, from and through love to the
"Lord. “It is the essential of love not
to love self, but to love others, and to
he conjoined with others by love . . .
. moreover to be loved by others, for thus
conjunction is effected . . . conjunction
is in fact its life, which is called enjoy-
ment, pleasantness, delight, sweetness,

N

bliss, happiness and felicity” (W. 47).

Yet love is more than “fecling one’s
own joy in another” unless we consider
the other's joy in oneself, for self-
feeling is self-love only; the love which
divides instead of uniting. This is a
vital point because separateness instead
of reciprocity is widely prevalent, no-
tably in the downward-trending affec-
tion which in essence is love of the
world as well as love of self.

Any statement concerning love in a
praiseworthy sense involves its opposite.
Man’s whole existence is in fact a state
of changing equilibrium between the
two types of love, each of which implies
a world, Man will be unstable until
he learns that alternatives are at stake;
he has both a ruling passion that may
be hell, and a love which, when recog-
nized in accordance with its heavenly
sources, inspires conjunction with spir-
itual realities. Thus man is ruled by
love, and seeks to rule both mind and
body in some form,

But love is also distributively its af-
fections, and these imply thought and
thus conduct as clues to follow, and so
the whole sphere of activity in which a
contest between motives goes on. Hence
a mere generality is not enough to clar-
ify the issues, We must steadily qual-
ify in order to understand. Yet if we
qualify overmuch, our study might lead
to dullness, with all the poetry of love
lost in realistic prose.

In terms of our native experience love
is the “life” in all inner states prior to
any discovery on our part that there are
two types of affection: it pertains to
the beginnings of everything in both
causes and ends (A. 2572),

But man knows very little even in
youth concerning the springs of his ac-
tivity as doctrine reveals them. Yet
all delights and bliss in which man finds
his happiness, and which apparently
proceed from his own selfhood, are in
reality from the love which as essence
forms him according to its own image
as the end or purpose with which all
phases of his activity are imbued.

In his natural-mindedness man habit-
ually judges by bodily wants and mun-
dane ambitions. But all goods and
truths belong in the same context of love
as life, howbeit, for man as we find
him, love as “the light of his life” is
an idesl only. Hence for us as readers
of the doctrines much depends on what
the words mean for us when we read
that love is the will of man, derivatively
his thought, and thus his conduct (A.
8938) ; or that love in act remains with
him, whatever else dissipates (H. 487).
Assuredly, the activity or use itself
which a man loves determines his daily
trend, since it is love in each case which
gives the initiating life.

Still pursuing the general statements,
we note that whatever a man loves
reigns in him by producing a sphere

with its attendant affections allying him
with other people. Thus the beauty
which shines forth in the countenance
of some people admits us appreciatively
into their sphere.

Love unites minds as well as hearts.
Love is the spiritual quality while the
natural element is “the delight in con-
sociation” (A. 5807). When speaking
of its spiritual values then we identify
it with the heaven-ward side of the long
series of antitheses, supplying the
nether side to complete the contrast.
The type of love also determines by
whom a wan is led. This essence is his
own love: when a man loves himself
more than the neighbor he leads him-
self, But if he loves divine good he is
led by it, hence by the Lord.

All love has a force of attraction in
it, for it seeks conjunction with its ob-
ject. This longing is of course to be
distinguished from the urge of evil de-
sires, although striving is always char-
acteristic of love. The modern term for
this striving is conation, the term which
in the New Church doctrines is equiv-
alent to endeavor.—HonaTi0 DrEsser.

Abbreviations. A., Arcana Coelestia; W.,

Divine Love and Wisdom; H., Heaven and
Hell; P., Divine Providence.

League Journal Commended

The current issue of the League
Journal is devoted to the New Church in
Canada, containing numerous articles of
especial value and interest, much of the
material probably being new to the
Church at large, Every family in Con-
vention should subscribe for this well
produced, informative and interesting
periodical. Subscription agent, pro tem,
is E. C. Hinckley, 56 Whiting Rd.,
Wellesley Hills 82, Mass. Only $1.00
per year,

New Swedenborg Institute

As authorized by its Council of Min-
isters at the 1953 meeting of the Cali-
fornia Association, a Swedenborg Insti-
tute will be held in the Los Angeles
church March 24. Protestant, Roman
Catholic and Jewish ministers and
rabbis will be invited to participate.
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THE SERPENT IN THE GARDEN

Chas. D.
Mathias

Or aLL THE bYLLIC sToriEs that have come down the long stream of the
ages, bringing with them the flavor and fragrance, the simplicity and charm, of
the dim dawn of time, when a dewy freshness rested on the awakening springtime
of earth, and simple souls walked in a far-gone garden of beauty—of all those
imperishable stories from the childhood of the race, stories into whose sweetly
flowing simplicity is condensed such rich treasure of wisdom and experience, none
is more familiar and more firmly fixed in the mind of the race, than that of the

Serpent in the Garden.

This story of the coming of the serpent into the garden of peace with the
sting of sin in the mouth of deccit, and of the tree of a knowledge that bare the
bitter fruit of regret—all this has been understood and explained in various ways.

There was a time when men understood it with a dusty literalism, as if it

were a dry record of things that actu-
ally happened precisely as they are re-
lated. That, of course, was a mistaken
view. It was never meant to be so
taken. This story, and in fact all of
the early chapters of Genesis, to be
rightly appreciated, must be seen
through the bright lens of the native
poetic imagination of the primitive man,
and need to be read in the light of a
measure of spiritual perceptiveness.
" Our forefathers, who took it all so
literally, were unable to comprehend the
thought ways and mental genius of the
primitive peoples. The science of eth-
nology, with its tireless turning over of
every last stone that may possibly cover
some fragment of the long record of
humanity’s cultural past—ethnology is
one of the more recent of all the sci-
ences—and one of the most fascinating.

We have learned—which we should
always bave known, that if the primi-
tive man is ever to tell us anything at
all, we must let him tell it in his own
language and his own way. And it
takes much of deep and sympathetic
understanding of the primitive peoples
and their ways of thought and expres-
sion to enable us to catch the step of
those thought ways, and so come to an
understanding grasp of the stories
which come down to us from the morn-
ing states of human culture.

Our far gone forebears have in these
stories out of the remotest past, stories
so full of abiding spiritual insight that
the Lord’s Divine Providence has made
them part of His Holy Word—have be-
queathed to us a rich treasure, if only
we can understand them aright. And
ethnology has recovered enough from
the drift of the past to verify these
Genesis legends as coming down from
the childheod of the race.

Let us bear in mind that the primi-
tive man never told anything with a dry
literalism. All things, with him, must
needs be clothed in the warm robes of a
beautiful imagery. The primitive mind
works that way. And after our own
minds become somewhat accustomed to
walk in the garden of primitive picture
language, then those old prehistorie peo-
ple become quite intelligible folk to us.
After we get to where we can under-
stand how they thought and told things,

then we can go back and read early
Genesis over again, and find it taking
on new meaning for us.

When we find ourselves walking in a
garden of figures of speech, where ser-
pents talk and knowledge grows on the
bushes, we are on familiar ground.
When we get to know what the primi-
tive story teller was talking about, we
can sce that the rcal problems of life

were the same for him as they are for

us.

The New Church has ever looked at
these tales from the remote past as sym-
bolie, and has expounded them from the
standpoint of the history of religion.
This is the correct approach; but we
must put out of the mind any thought
of organized religion. Truc, Sweden-
borg speaks of this age of human cul-
ture as “The Most Ancient Church”;
but the term “Church,” as used there,
does not at all imply ecclesiasticism; it
was simply a religion. The religion of
those times was men's free and spon-
tancous response to God and lifc and
all existence.

It takes a sympathetic understanding
to get this in right perspective, We
must be in love with life to understand.
We must be able to see the halo of eter-
nal significance resting over all life and
every type of man, as child of God and
heir of eternity.

To take this old story of the serpent
in the garden as so much history of re-
ligion, and fail to bear in mind that it
is also and first of all so much ripened
human experience, to fail to remember
that these simple sounding stories rep-
resent the heartbreak of life, and all the
hope and struggle of weary years, as
these legends were wrought out in the
forge of life— that was a mistake as
crude as the baldest literalism. A cor-
rect understanding may yet fall short
of being a vital and sympathetic under-
standing. The Bible is not merely the
book of God’'s revelation; it is God's
revelation given through man’s experi-
ence.

The great truths of the Bible were
not dictated from heaven, as one might
dictate to a scribe. These truths of the
Bible were given first in human life—

realized in life, as men wrestled with the
problems of life here in the arena of the
world. The Bible came out of the ex-
perience of man as well as from the
mind of God. It was lived through be-
fore it was written down. And unless
we understand it as the Book of man's
cxperience, we will not grasp it aright
as the Book of God’s revelation.

This parable about the serpent in the
garden must be understood on the plane
of universal human. experience. There
is no other sane and helpful way to take
it. It is a universal fact of life, There
is always a serpent in the garden of
life. Every one who ever scts his feet
to the way of God and seeks to play
the game of life on the square and
achieve the best there is in him, is sure
to find the serpent in the garden of his
experience. But this old story of the
serpent in the garden, as it stands there
in the Bible, is not the account of any
one man’s individual experience. It is
combined and cumulative experience..

Primitive thinkers condensed much
into simple camp fire stories that were
easy of memorizing and sure.of preser-
vation. Adam and Eve stand so far
back in the shadows of immemorial
antiquity that they are not to be mis-
taken for historic people. They are the
figures of humankind in general, and in
particular of the earliest stage of man’s
developing life. Shadowy figures stand-
ing there in the gray mist of humanity’s
morning, they are. It is all condensed
to the simplicity of a story any child
can understand, but what a background
it has of hard bought experience.

Every primitive man is at heart an
artist and a poet. He has a sparkling
wealth of colorful imagination and a
free flowing faculty of pictorial expres-
sion almost entirely lacking in the crea-
tures of civilization. We must needs -
walk in the tight fitting shoes of exact
expression; but the primitive man
roamed free footed over the hills of
fancy, clothing his ideas in whatever
correspondent forms he met by the way-
side.

To those primitive thinkers cvery
creature and every object was a per-
sonal something that had been trans-
formed to be what man found it, but
still retaining somewhat of the charac-
teristics of its first form. Nothing was
a mere thing to them—a lingering trace
of personalism inhered in everything.
This was part of their philosophy of
existence, and is in the background of
this account of the serpent that seduced
people to sin, First of all, it was a
moral serpent.

And so this old parable of the serpent
of sin in the garden of life, although it
is told as a naive story of alluring sim-
plicity, is really the record and inter-
pretation of what was found by hard
experience in the moral and intellectual

(Next page please)
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(From preceding puge)

development of early man. And if we
will but look intelligently into the
crystal of this curious old story, we
shall see there experience which has
come to us also. The great questions
of life are very much the same in all
uges.

The garden into which the scrpent
came was a state of life,—the garden
of innocence. The serpent itself was
a perversc moral principle. The ser-
pent, with its forked tongue and sting
of death, became the type and symbol
of the quality of evil. The serpent,
then, pictorializes the moral character
of the principle that brought sin and
spiritual death into that far gone but
unforgotten garden of peace.

It is so explained in the book of
Revelation, where, in God’s final tri-
umph over the evils of the world, sin
crystallizes and heads up as “That old
serpent, the devil.” We have in every-
day life a saying that uses the same
symbology, when we refer to a treach-
erous person as ‘“‘a snake in the grass.”

The serpent in the garden — what,
then, does it mean to us? In the su-
preme and highest sense, this story of
the serpent in the garden was realized
in the experience of the Lord. It is
there that the white light of divine
splendor burns most strongly on the
prineiple involved. S

When Jesus went out from the sacred
fellowship of the Paschal Supper, down
to dark Gethsemane, therc to wrestle
with His work in the anguish of His
soul, and bring His human nature into
full and final harmony with the divine
purpose of the indwelling Father, then
came Judas, the serpent, into that gar-
den of prayer, with the kiss of treachery
on his lips. The serpent came into the
garden; and Jesus went to Calvary to
be crucified by the sins of the world,
and to rise again in eternal triumph
over all evil—"Victor over death and
hell, Conqueror for ever more.”

Through that heart wrung agony of
betrayal, injustice and, death, Jesus
went on to complete His work of re-
demption, He brought the divine love
forth into fullest revelation, and into
vital and perpetual contact with human
lives in their hopes and needs. That
coming of the divine life into the stream
of human experience—that it is that re-
orders the spiritual climate of life, and
therein redeems us from the power of
evil. That He might bring the divine
life into the whole range of man’s ex-
perience, therefore Jesus endured the
sting of the serpent—endured the utter-
most of evil, and triumphed over it.

In the crucifixion and resurrection He
completely fulfilled the divine assurance
given in the garden of Genesis, that
while the serpent should bruise His heel
in the infliction of dark injustice and
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bedily death, yet through that He
should bruise the head of ‘the serpent
by gaining His eternal redemptive tri-
umph over the utmost power and range
of evil. And therein is our hope and
assurance of victory when the serpent
comes into the garden of our lives, as
it surely will. Through living faith in
the Living Christ, through vital, work-
ing, transforming faith, we have com-
munion with our Risen, Glorified Lord,
and the power of His eternal victory
flows down into our lives, and we share
in. His triumph., . . :

‘The ancient Greeks had many curious
old folk stories which were illustrative
of deep spiritual truths, Though some-
times fanciful, they were basically a
heritage from their forefathers, who had
shared in the Ancient Church, which
was in representatives, and told its
truths in the language of imagery.- One
of these stories. shows how- hopeless it
iz for the natural man to strive in his
own strength to overcome the serpent
of sin.

This is the fable of Hercules, the
mighty hero of great strength, who
undertook to destroy the Hydra, a mon-
strous serpent, that dwelt—significantly
enough, in a foul swamp, and, so the
story went, had nine heads, one of which
was immune to death. ' Regarding the
serpent as the emblem of evil, all this
was true to life, for is not evil multi-
farious and persistent?—and does the
principle of evil ever die? - Hercules,
the story went on, attacked the Hydra
with his wide famed club, clumsy as the
rude strength of the natural man in his
own power for moral combat. But every
time he crushed one of the heads, ‘it
only grew two more in place, and in-
creased rather than being destroyed. So
Hercules changed his attack, and began
to cut off the heads and sear them with
fire from a burning tree, and so won his
victory at last. :

This reference to a fire from a burn-
ing tree may well remind us of the fact
that our Lord achieved the victory of
redemption as He brought the fire of
the divine love down into expression on
the plane of natural knowledges. Evil
is overcome only by the fire of divine
love. For all its fanciful exuberance,
that old Greck story was rooted back
into the correspondences of the Ancient
Church, and shadowed forth genuine
spiritual truth,

For Jesus went to Gethsemane and
Calvary to meet and overcome the
power of evil in our behalf, and to bring
the divine love forever down into vital
contact with our lives. And by faith
and love and life, the power of His
great victory is transcribed over into
our lives, to make us overcomers, There
is victory over evil in “The love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
And there is point in that challenge of

John the Apostle, where he says, “This

‘is the victory that overcometh the world,

cven our faith. Who is he that over-
cometh the world but he that believeth
that Jesus is the Son of Ged?”

What John means there is faith in
Jesus, not simply as the revelation of
God, but as the revelation of God’s way
of life. If all this about the serpent in
the garden is to be of any real help to
us in our spiritual progress, we must
take it, not literally, not historically,
not theologically, but practically, as one
of the universal and inevitable facts of
human life and experience. Jesus said,
“It is impossible but that offences will
come” ; which is but another way of say-
ing that the serpent is bound to come.
Life being what it is, we all have to
come into some contact with evil. We

We neced to remember well and lay
it to heart to profit by it, that just as
the coming of the scrpent into the Gar-
den of Eden brought with it the divine
promise of redemption; and just as the
coming of the serpent into the Garden
of Gethsemane was woven into the web
of the divine purpose, and helped to
bring the fulfillment of the Messianic
promise, whose rainbow of hope had
spanned the developing ages; even so,
the coming of the serpent into the gar-
den of our experience must bring us
closer in faith and prayer and practice
to Christ our all-conquering Lord, that
the inflowing power of His divine grace
can transeribe His victory over into our
lives, to make us overcomers.

Beeause this is one of the universal
facts of life, which come to all, and be-
cause- no two men are ever quite the
same, neither life the same for any two
men, therefore we must realize that the
serpent may come in any of innumer-
able forms.” The one great thing, if we
are to gain the victory and go on to
wholesome spiritual maturity, is to learn
to recognize the serpent for what it is.

There is no onc infallible rule pos-
sible, for life is diversity; but to live
in simplicity of heart, in sincerity of
mind, and in uprightness of conduct,
that is not only to have rich treasure in
heaven, but it is also to keep the spir-
itual eyesight keen. The closer we walk
with the Lord in the prayer life and the
devotional reading of the Lord’s Word,
the stronger our sense of spiritual dis-
cernment will be. The quicker we will
be to recognize the serpent.

(The late Charles D. Mathias 1whose
unlimely passing, as the appearance is,
occurred in October ‘52, served with
esteem pastorates at Pawnee Rock,
Pittsburgh, Louisville, Riverside, Calif.
Several of his sermons, considered by
his former congregations as full of light
and eloquence, have been offered to us
by Mrs. Mathias for publication. She
nowe is residing mnear the Riverside,
Calif., Society.)



Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Memorials

BIRTHS
Van VarLkeNsunc.—Born to Mr, and
Mrs. Robert Van Valkenburg, Lake
wood, O., Society, a daughter, their
third child.
)
Happarus.—Word comes from Pan
ama of the birth of a boy, Mark War
ren, to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heddaeus
of the Pittsburgh Society, February 3.
[ ]

PooLe.—Mr, and Mrs. Allan (Joan
Locke) Poole, Jr., Elmwood Society,
announce the birth of Deborah Jean
February 5, at the Goddard Hospital,
Brockton.

BAPTIZED
Brigas.—William David, son of Wil-
liam Worcester, and Jean Webster,
Briggs, was baptized February 7 in the
church of the Fryeburg Society, the
Rev. Horace W. Briggs officiating,.
.

To complete the 1953 record the
Frycburg, Mec., Society supplies us with
the following account of baptisms as
given in the Reporter of June 11:
Thirty-two children and adults were
baptized by Rev. Horace W. Briggs,
pastor of the Frycburg New Church,
at the Children’s Scrvice, June 7:
Bernard T. Ballard, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Ballard; Daniel G, Ela,
son of Mrs. Gordon Ela; Janet E,,
Jodine L., and Dennis C., children of
Mr. and Mrs. Millard Burnell, Jr.;
Cheryl Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Perley D. Downs; Bernice A. Gold-
thwaite (Mrs. Hugh); Ellen F. and
Karen L., daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
Hugh M. Goldthwaite; Kristine Lee,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Hall;
Robert H. and Kenneth W, sons of Mr.
and Mrs, Virgil W. Kiesman; Jane 8.,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter E.
Lord, Jr.; Erwin B., Errol L., and
Erland L. McAllister and Maxine E.
Hewey, children of Mr. and Mrs.
Burchard F. McAllister; Daniel E., Jr.,
Terrence L., and Conrad, sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel E. McAllister; Cheryl
J., Karen E., and Noreen G., daughters
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Potter; G.
Earleen Richardson and Harwood W.
Perkins, children of Mr. and Mrs. Clay-
ton Richardson; Sandra A., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Francis M. Richardson;
David P. and Hilda A., children of Mr.
and Mrs. Warren Q. Richardson;
Henry W., Jr., Francis C., and Ronald
A., children of Mr. and Mrs. Henry
W. Ridlon; Roseavis, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. W. Wilton Warren, .nd on
June 14: Thomas Webster, Kenneth
Rowland and Karen Ruth, children of
Mr. and Mrs, Richard R. Fox of North

Fryeburg; James Lloyd, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lloyd R. Bartlett, and Kazuko
Takeuchi Bartlett, wife of Lloyd R.
Bartlett.

CONFIRMED

Woonwarp. — Cleveland L. Wood-
ward was confirmed by the Rev. Antony
Regamey in the church of the Boston
Socicty January 4.

Ripron.—To complete the 1953 rec-
ord, we report the confirmation April
5, 19538, of Eleanor Arlene Ridlon in
the Fryeburg, Me., church, the Rev.
Horace W. Briggs officiating,

ENGAGED

Woncester-Hovan., — Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Worcester, of the Boston So-
cicty, announce the engagement of their
daughter Recbecea to Willis Sears
Hough. His fiancée is the great great
granddaughter of the Rev. Dr. Thomas
Worcester the first and for fifty ycars
pastor of the Boston Society.

MARRIED

Benepicr-Camenon.—Barbara Cam-
eron, of Palatka, Fla., and Neal Bene-
dict, E. Palatka, were married Decem-
ber 19, the parish paper of the South-
eastern Association reports. Following
a reception at the Community Club, the
Benedicts left for a brief honeymoon
returning to E. Palatka, where their
home had been dedicated according to
the New Church rite.

Gnava-Davruss. — In the church of
the Baltimore Society February 6,
Ojars Grava and Ilga Dalfijs were
united in marriage, with the Rev. Clay-
ton Priestnal officiating. Both the
newlyweds were born in Latvia and
since World War II have found a new
homeland here. For many years the
groom’s father Rudolph Grava was
leader of the New Church in Liepaja
but now he and others of his family are
members of the Baltimore Society. The
young couple will reside in Topeka,
Kansas, where Mr. Grava is stationed
while serving in the United States Air
Force,

MEMORIALS

Nicuors. — Mrs. Carrie Williams
Nichols, well known New England New
Churchwoman, entered the higher life
January 6 following a brief illness.
Services were held for her in the Bos-

ton church, her pastor the Rev. Antony
Regamey, officiating, together with the
Rev. Everett K. Bray, general pastor
of the Mass. Assoc. Her husband, Bos-
ton’s former mayor, Malcolm Nichols
preceded her to the spiritual world in
February 1951, as did a stepson Dexter,
just two years following, whom she had
raised to manhood,

JounsonN. — Dr. Roger A. Johnson,
64, chairman of the Mathematics De-
partment at Brooklyn College until his
retirement in 1952, passed away Febru-
ary 8 in Goldwater Memorial Hospital,
Welfare Island. He had been in the
hospital for seven months suffering
from a heart ailment. Born in Gardner,
Mass., Dr. Johnson attended Ambherst
College and Harvard, where he com-
pleted bis doctorate in mathematics in
1913. He taught at Western Reserve
University in Cleveland and at Ham-
line University in St. Paul. Dr. John-
son came to New York in 1926 to join
the faculty of the Brooklyn branch of
Hunter College, which later became
Brooklyn College. He became chair-
man of the Mathematics Department in
1947. Dr, Johnson had written many
mathematics papers and several books,
the best known of which was a college
text, “Modern Geometry.” He was a
member of the American Mathematical
Association, and belonged to Phi Beta
Kappa and Pi Mu Epsilon, mathematics
honor fraternity. He is survived by his
widow, Elizabeth B. Johnson, for many
years a member of the New York So-
ciety, and three sons, Roger A., Jr., of
Utica, N. Y.; Hayden B. of Pough-
keepsie, N. Y., and Duncan G. of
Owensboro, Ky. His resurrection ser-
vice was conducted at the Conway
Funeral Home by the Rev. William R.
Woofenden.

Rev. Carl I, Peters

As we go to press, word reaches us
of the sudden passing away February
19 of the Rev. Carl John Peters, son
of the Rev. Henry K, and the late Mrs.
Pcters. He had been teaching his music
classes at Western Washington College,
Bellingham, Wash., the day previously.
Graduating from the Theological School
in 1942, he had served the La Porte,
Ind., Socicty for about two years and
had intended to return to the ministry.
His wife survives him.

To Advertise The Church

Sun Francisco has decided to place
its announcement in the city's Hotel
Directory of Churches, a feature, inci-
dentally, wherever there is a hotel, The
cost is small, and the plan is recom:
mended to all our churckes.

95



9%

| " Question Box

Question: What is the New Church
attitude towards the observance of
Lent? Why is it the practicc of some
Christians to fast during that period?

Answer: The origin of the word
“Lent” is uncertain, the gencral opin-
ion bcing, however, that it is derived
from an ancient ~Anglo-Saxon word
meaning “spring.” Another suggestion
is, that it comes from 'a word meaning
“meager,” ecvidently referring to the
practice of fasting during that scason.

As far as the writer knows, the New
Church tukes no official notice of" the
Lenten period. Certainly it was not es-
tablished by the Lord, as were the Sac-
raments. Palm Sunduy, Good Friday,
Easter—these are names of the deepest
spiritual significance to every New
Churchman, but the Church does not lay
any stress upon the outward observance
of the forty days which have come to
be known as “Lent.”

However, anything that impresses
upon us the need for turning to the
Lord, especially in these days when the
tllings of the world have such a tremen-
dous hold upon our thoughts and de-
sires, is good and certainly those who
hold that it is a matter of religious be-
lief, should observe Lent faithfully.

Regarding fasting: this practice was
taken over by the early Christians from
the Jewish custom. It is pointed out
that the Lord Himself fasted, and that
He set forth definite rules for such a
practice, as recorded in Matthew 6:16-
18. It should be noted here, that
Christ did not, at that time, establish
the practice: He referred to a custom
already well established. His words
were “When ye fast , . .” |

The nature and degrees of fasting
have gradually. changed, with the pass-
ing of the years, until today it consists,
as a rule, in abstaining from eating
meat. - Fish is permitted as a substitute.
This fact leads to a very interesting
situation. For see: in the language of
the Word “meat” has a definite spir-
itual connotation. It corresponds to
goodness. We think of the establish-
ment of the Lord’s Supper, and His
words to the disciples: “Except ye eat
my flesh . . . ye have no life in you':
except the divine goodness descends in-
to the soul from the Lord, there is spir-
itual death, All the sacrifices of the
Jewish Church, where they consisted of
the offering of the flesh of animals, rep-
resented the element of goodness which
nourishes the human soul.

Now, Lent commemorates a time of
temptation, and we know that during
such a state, there is a loss of the desire
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for goodness: in’ fact, it is that loss
which brings on the temptation. Is not
the thought clear? During times of
temptation, such as that suggested by
Lént, there is no spiritual meat eaten’;
no hunger for the goodness which feeds
the soul. We recall the statement in
the Gospel, that it was after Christ’s
temptations in the wilderness, that He
was ‘‘an hungered.”

So,: in Lent, instead of meat, the
Christian eats fish. Here, again, is
something significant. For in the Word.
fish, like meat, has a definite spiritual
significance, or correspondence. It cor-
responds to the knowledges of truth,
and natural truth itself. You sce the
implication? In times of temptation,
when there is a loss of the genuine de-
sire for goodness, the spiritual life is
sustained by our clinging to the truths
of faith: fish instead of meat. The
writer cannot quote book, chapter
and number, in confirmation of thesc
tloughts, but they do appear significant,
do they not? and in harmony with
correspondences.

Striking a deeper note: the Lord re-
vealed the true nature of “fasting”
when He declaved, through Isaiah: “Is
not this a fast I have chosen? To loose
the bands of wickedness; to undo the
heavy burden and let the oppressed go
free; that ye break every yoke. “Is it
not to deal thy bread to the hungry;
that thou bring the poor, that are af-
flicted, into thy house?” -

A strunge way to fast, we say—but
-God’s way. -It was His way' while on
carth. For Christ had His times of
deep gricf,- of bitter temptation, and
cven of despair. But the world about
Him did not know. For instead of the
outward signs of grief, He appeared
to redouble His efforts to bring relicf
and healing to those who needed Him
so-sorcly. And how gloriously, how
divinely, did He succeed in that kind of
“fasting.”

The men in the tombs kncw that kind
of fasting, when their bonds were
‘broken by a word from the Saviour.
Hundreds of sick knew what was meant
by the “breaking of the voke” when
their diseases vanished at the touch of
His hand. Souls hungry for the bread
of life knew what that fast meant, for
they heard the words of life and hope
fall from His lips.. Dav bv day He
lived the “Fast unto the Lord” referred
to in-Isaiah, by filling His days with an
active life of love and merey,

Observe Lent? Yes. Observe it as
each onc fecls in his or her heart that
it should be observed. But, make ‘it
sincere. And connect it with thoughts
of the life of the Saviour, and these
temptations which He endured for our
redemption and salvation. Those whose
religious beliefs call upon them to re-
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frain from' eating certain foods, or in-
dulging in certain pleasures, at that
time, should certainly obey that dictate.
It is part of their religion—their wor-
ship of God. And the Lord, who reads
the thoughts of the heart, will accept
that worship.—WiLLiam H. Beavres.

Cincinnati Society Active

‘Cincinnati’s program of activities
during February included its council’s
quarterly session, when consideration
was ' given to lighting the church’s
stained glass windows weckday eve-
nings. Meectings also were held of the
Club of Good Cheer; the Sewing Circle;
“How to Read the Bible Group”; Great
Books Reading Circle.

Visitors From England

The San Francisco Society has been
pleased to welcome at its services Doc-
tor and Mrs, Stephen Goldsack of the
well known Conference family of that
name. Dr. Goldsack is a physicist on
special assignment at the University of
California.

Leave of Absence

In order to assure complete recovery
of his health, the Rev, Dr. Henry C.
Giunta, Cleveland pastor, has been
granted two months’ leave by his So-
ciety which he will spend mainly with
relatives in California. En route, he
preached for the Kenwood Parish, Chi-
cago, Feb. 14.
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Essentials nf Huaith
of The New Church

There is one God, and He is
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
.

The Word is Divine and con-
tains a spiritual or inner meaning
whercby is revealed the way.

®

Saving faith is to believe in
Him and keep the Commandments
of His Word.

Evil is to be shunncd as sin
against God,
.
Human life is unbroken and
continuous, and the world of the
spirit is real and near.




THE CROSS AND THE NEW CHURCH: LOOK
BEYOND CRUCIFIXION TO THE RISEN LORD

by Clayton Priestnal

HE Cross long has been the great symbol of the

Christian faith, although its use in worship and
ornamentation antedates the Crucifixion by many
centuries.

It was a sacred emblem among the Aztecs long
before the Spaniards under Cortez landed in Mexico
and sacked the fabulous wealth of Montezuma. But
it was the Christian church which made the Cross
perhaps the most widely recognized symbol of today.
Throughout the world an “upright supporting a
horizontal beam” signifies the redemption of man
by means of the death of Christ on Calvary.

The New Church has made no especial effort to
adopt this universally accepted Christian symbol.
The Cross is not embossed upon our Books of Wor-
ship, nor is it prominently displayed in the chancel
of our churches or on our altars.

No doubt many observant visitors to our services
have wondered about this and have perhaps con-

cluded that we do not recognize the divinity of the

Lord Jesus Christ.

However, the reason for the absence of crosses
in our churches is not accidental. The New Church
believes fully in the events of the Lord’s life on earth
as recorded in the Gospels; the birth in Bethlehem,
the ministry and the miracles, the arrest, trial and
final Crucifixion. These historical facts were indeed
important and necessary parts of the divine means
of restoring to man the way of salvation,

But the sufferings of the Lord, intense and crucial
as they were, are but a small and relatively insigni-
ficant part of the total work of redemption. To
limit one’s thoughts to the fasting in the desert place,
to Gethsemane, Pontius Pilate, and the agony on
the “hill of the skull,” is to overlook the magnitude
of the Lord’s redemptive mission.

Because the Cross is a symbol of the human,
carthly aspects of the Lord’s life, it is not a satis-
factory emblem for the faith of a New Churchman.
The New Church teaches that it is far more useful
to spiritual insight and growth for man to center
his thoughts on the glorificd Lord rather than to
dwell upon the infirmities of an carthly body which
suffered and was finally supplanted by a Divine
Humanity.

To accept the Lord’s suffering as the sole basis
of man’s redemption is, unfortunately, a tendency
in the Christian church. To thus restrict one’s
thinking on the significance of the Lord’s life on
earth is to miss the real import of His divine mis-
sion. To narrow one’s religious horizon to the
tragic events associated with the close of the Lord’s
earthly life, is to lose the perspective which can only
be gained by a much broader view of what actually
took place in that momentous struggle.

Unless a person fully recognizes the close, intimate
relationship between the spiritual world and the one
in which he is now consciously living, he cannot

begin to appreciate the scope and nature of what
the Lord achieved by His incarnation. Whether
we are aware of it or not, each individual is directly
influenced by the forces of good and evil existent
and active in the other life.

In a very rcal sense, life here on earth is a battle
ground where each man is exposed to the fire of
two opposing forces: love and truth on the one hand
and self-love and falsity on the other. A state of
neutrality is impossible; day by day in every act of
man’s life, in cvery decision he makes, he is in effect
aligning himself with one side or the other. The
question we all face is this: Which side in the end
will gain my full support?

The work of the Divine Providence is to maintain
n delicate balance between these influences so that
man can be left in freedom to make his own choices.
With the gradual decline of the spirit of charity in
the hearts of men, a decline which is vividly traced
in the Scriptures, there accumulated in the World
of Spirits, as the New Church terms it, a preponder-
ance of evil, uncontrolled and bent upon corrupting
the spiritual life of mankind.

There are no more tragic incidents in the Bible
than those which depict the madness and helplessness
of men and women possessed with a devil. These
hapless vietims had no power to determine their
actions; they were susceptible to the wildest pas-
sions; they were blind to all truth; they were imper-
vious to all loving influences. What a sense of re-
lief it must have been for these unfortunate people
when the Lord released them from the bonds of the
infernal spirits.

By being one of the early visitors to the tomb on
Laster morning, Mary Magdalene expressed her
deep gratitude to the Lord for His having cast from
her seven devils. She was also the first to throw
herself at the fect of the risen Lord. To reestablish
man’s power to act in accordance with reason was
the purpose of the Lord’s coming in Person.

All life in this world flows down, so te speak, from
the Creator through the heavens and the world of
spirits, and as it descends it becomes modified by
the mediums through which it passes. To realize
this fact helps one to see that the principal theatre
of the Lord’s combats was not in the world of time
and space but in the realm of the spirit. The real
foes of the Lord were not the seribes and Pharisees,
the Roman soldiers, the howling mob shouting for
His crucifixion, but they were the unregenerate dead
who blocked the channels which brought the spirit
of love, compassion, understanding and faith, down
to the hearts and minds of men.

The Lord was achieving victories, important vic-
tories, over invisible yet tangible foes, even when to
all outward appearances His life was erushed and
His mission a failure. The shameless characters
that sought to destroy His benevolent influence by
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inflicting physical pain and death were merely rep-
resentative of the stronger, more subtile, powers
of evil which were rampant in the world of spirits.

In spite of the primacy of the spiritual aspects
of the Lord’s struggle, the Cross has become
synonymous with physical suffering. In our com-
mon language the phrase “a cross to bear” usually
carries the connotation of hardship and pain. Thus
good, sincere Christians have long believed that
through the Lord’s anguish they have been ransomed
from the enslavement of satan. This, however, is
a fallacy. Intense and unremitting as the Lord’s
mental and physical sufferings necessarily were, they
contributed absolutely nothing to the redemption
and salvation of man. Such an idea may be deeply
disconcerting to many people whe have been influ-
enced by some of the prevailing currents of theolog-
ical thought. But let us think the matter through
for ourselves.

There are, unfortunately perhaps, many occasions
in life when we are forced to do something in which
pain is inescapably a part. Some disorder in the
body might make it necessary for a physician to
resort to a remedy which is both protracted and
painful. Does the suffering involved contribute any-
thing whatsoever to the cure? No, decidedly not.
Quite to the contrary; the tension and anxiety caused
by the pain retards the restoration of the bedy to
a state of health. Even in our daily employments,
the element of fatigue enters in. Does exhaustion
improve the quality and effectiveness of what we
are doing? Hardly. And if a man, heedless of his
own personal safety, rushes into a burning building
to rescue a loved one, would the painful burns re-
ceived and the inhalation of smoke contribute to
the success of the heroic mission? Not in the least.
The man accepted the risk and the pain because
he was impelled by love to render whatever assistance
within his power.

Should we not, then, take the same view regard-
ing the Lord’s passion on the Cross? The Lord
suffered, of course; so much so that no mortal being
can begin to realize its scope and intensity. But
should we make the mistake of thinking that in that
anguish lay all of man’s hopes for cternal salvation?
And is this not what we tend to do when we look at
the Cross in the light of much of our present-day
theology. The Lord did not come to live among
men merely to suffer, or for the sole purpose of
revealing to them the unparalleled stoicism of One
whose soul was the Divine Itself.

If the Lord could have accomplished what He did
without privations, self-denials, sorrows and suffer-
ings, He no doubt would have done so. He assumed
the pains and anguish without flinching because they
were a part of the total experience necessary for
the process of glorification and restoration of order
in the spiritual world. 4nd He began to teach them,
that the Son of man must suffer many things, and
be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests,
and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. (Mark 8:31.)

The Lord lay down His life in order that He
could be lifted up and then reach down again and
draw all men unto Him with the new powers of His
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Divine Humanity. The way for man to receive this
divine help must surely be in secing the Lord for
what He is, fully glorified, in a Divine Human Form,
and not think of Him as a suffering mortal who
once died upon a cross, The Cross unquestionably
has a place in the ritual and symbolism of the Chris-
tian church, but to the extent that it keeps the mind
upon the human aspects of the Lord’s nature—a
nature which no longer exists—then it is a deterrent
in the understanding of the true significance of the
Lord’s passion and its relationship with the sum
total of the redemptive process.

We should not magnify beyond a proper
perspective the grim realities which were indeed en-
countered and endured during the Lord’s earthly
ministry ; rather we should look far beyond the cru-
cified Christ to the risen Lord, for it is there that
man will find His cternal salvation. In the Son of
God and not in the Son of man lies the spiritual
destiny of mankind,

(Mr. Priestnal is pastor in Baltimore.)

"As A Bride"

by Klaas L. Peters

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as
a bride adorned for her husband.—REv. 21:2.

The Book of Revelation was written in a time of
dire distress. The Christian Church was being per-
secuted scverely by Roman Emperors. Christians
were hunted and hounded till they hardly knew
where to turn. John, himself, was banished to the
lonely Island of Patmos, “For the word of God and
the testimony of Jesus.”

It has always been the practice of religious people
when persecuted beyond endurance, to turn their
thoughts and hopes to the next world and to set
the mind on spiritual rather than on material aims.
This attention to the spiritual world gave rise at
such times to literature that is called “apocalyptic.”
It looked to better times ahead when evil would be
overcome and the forces of righteousness ruled once
more. Of such literature is Revelation composed,
and it is often called the “Apocalypse.” In it we
look to a revelation of the time when evils have been
subdued and the Lord’s Church is established.

In Isaiah 54 we read of the estranged wife, Zion,
being re-united with her husband, Jehovah, and of
having her numerous children restored to her. This
clearly represents the re-establishment of Jerusalem
after the Exile. This is one of the golden threads
of prediction running through the Old Testament
which is fulfilled in part from time to time and at
last in all its fulness. Jerusalem was restored, after
the Exile, in the Holy Land. Now in our own day
the New Jerusalem is being established for all time
in the New Church.

This New Jerusalem is so glorious that the most
extravagant language is needed to do it, justice. Tt
is to be brilliant with stones sct in mortar that is
embellished with antimony. Antimony is an ingredi-
ent of a cosmetic used by ladies to darken their




cyelids and so make the eyes appear brighter. Ex-
pensive though this substance would be, it would
still be appropriate for such a distinctive use as
building the New Jerusalem. The foundations were
to be of sapphires and the pinnacles of rubies; while
the gates would be of carbuncles and the outer walls
of precious stones. Only one thing can justify the
brilliance of such an exterior and that is an inner
spiritual life of the inhabitants to correspond with
this outer splendor. Only in that case could the
city be established in righteousness and free from
fear or terror of destruction.

John also speaks of a new earth and a new heaven,
for the first earth and heaven had passed away.
I.ater we read that the wicked shall still be wicked,
but will not be permitted to enter the New Jerusa-
lem. It is clear then, that this earth will still be
here and be inhabited as before, but it will be trans-
formed into a new quality where the spiritual prevails
among men. The New Jerusalem is to have the
glory of God’s presence without the medium of a
temple. The names of the twelve tribes and the
twelve apostles will be inscribed on it to show that
the New Testament is a continuation of the Old
Testament and does not supersede it. There is to
be a great high wall to protect the inhabitants from
outside, but there will be twelve gates placed on the
four sides in order to give entrance to peoples of
different natures, each in his own way.

The city is measured by an angel in order to
show John the meaning of the vision. In order to
convey this meaning to the people who will read
the message, John has to use words that will be
understood by his friends, and yet will not betray
the Christian message to the Romans.

This is one reason why Revelation mainly is dif-
ficult for us to understand. The city is to be four
square, which is the Greek symbol of perfection. It
is to be in the form of a cube. The length, width
and height are to be equal in order to bring to mind
the Holy of Holies in tabernacle and temple. The
precious stones mentioned are the same as those on
the breast plate of the hight priest.

We have been looking at the literal sense of
Revelation describing the New Jerusalem. Let us
now turn to the spiritual meaning. The new heaven
and the new earth signify that “A new heaven was
formed from Christians by the Lord.” This is
called the Christian heaven and includes all those
who have worshipped the Lord and lived according
to the commandments of His Word. To live in this
way indicates that they have charity and faith. All
the infants of the Christians are also placed in this
heaven. A new church is to be established on earth
by the Lord, when the former church no longer per-
forms its proper function. This new church on
carth will be consociated with the new heaven by
means of divine truths by applyving them both to
doctrine and to life.

We noticed in Isaiah that Zion is spoken of as the
wife of Jchovah. In Revelation this symbolism is
continued and the New Jerusalem is presented as a
bride adorned for her husband. This signifies that
the Church is conjoined with the Lord through the
Word. 1In the New Church the Lord Himself is
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present with men in His Divine Human. Not only
is He present with them, but their communication
is so intimate that they are said to be in Him and
He in them.

Although the spiritual sense has been hidden from
the eyes of men all these centuries, in the New
Church that is being set up, it will be revealed, and
those who, in their lives join truth and good, will
understand it.

The doctrines of the New Church will be drawn
from the sense of the letter, and the knowledges of
good and truth built on these will be used by the
Lord to construct a spiritual life.

The reason why the New Jerusalem is so pleasant
and harmonious is that only those who delight in
doing good from love are present. All tendencies
toward selfishness have been climinated. For this
reason the quality of this Church makes one with
heaven.

In the New Jerusalem a new knowledge of the Lord
and a new sense of His presence brings comfort
and strength to His people, as well as a spiritual
feeling of well-being and happiness. All is peaceful
within the city because any who would do harm are
excluded. The New Jerusalem represents the New
Church being established in the hearts and minds of
men and women all over the world as they receive
the influence of the Holy Spirit. It shows the beauty
and strength of the doctrines and the life lived
according to them.

(Mr. Peters last served the Indianapolis Society.
He i; now on the staff of the Welfare Agency of that
city.
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EDITORIALS

That Which Endures

HYE operations of Christianity have never pro-
ceeded in a spectacular fashion. Any writer
who would have described the events of Holy Week
up to the resurrection as “Seven days that shook
the world” would have been laughed at. Except for
a few fishermen and some others of small importance,
the events from the time the Lord entered Jerusalem
until the Resurrection were mostly ignored or pro-
nounced merely regrettable. Yet what happened then
was more world-shaking than the accession to power
of a Lenin or a Hitler. The profoundest effects on
human history have been brought about by men who
had little thought of personal power and little con-
cern for the rise or fall of external institutions.
The most enduring contributions of human progress
are made by those who had a message that could
penetrate free minds; not by those who had the
power to imprison or kill bodies of flesh and blood.
A great book will survive long after a world empire
collapses. Ideas survive even when institutions die.
It is this fact that makes the past reach into an
indefinite future.—B. J.

Good’s Saving Power

HERE was a time when a certain theology held
that an individual could be saved by transfer-
ring to him the merit won by the goodness of some-
one clse. This is not a widely prevalent view today,
at least not in Protestantism. It is the individual’s
own character, not the saintliness of someone clse
which determines his status before God.

Nevertheless, there is a profound truth in the older
view. Man can never be saved by his own good-
ness, but only by that of the Lord. And human
beings who possess goodness are means by which the
Lord saves others. When Abraham pleaded for
Sodom and Gowmerrah, it was on the grounds that
a few righteous might still dwell there. And the
Lord told him that for the sake of that handful,
those cities would be saved. It was only after the
few righteous had left that Sodom and Gomerrah
perished.  And the missionary zeal of Jonah averted
destruction from Nineveh.

The world always has been and is today dependent
for its survival on whatsoever of goodness there is
found in it. The forces of aggressiveness and
selfishness may chalk up some short time gains, but
they carry within themselves the sceds of their own
destruction. But good is creative, and has the
power to save. When the barbarian hosts poured
down on Rome, it was the good brought into being
by the Christian community of that day which
salvaged and preserved civilization. The same story
often has been repeated. Mankind would long ago
have ceased from the face of the earth but for the
snving power of what little good continued active.

The Christian may feel helpless and frustrated
when he contemplates the ascendaney of evil and
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falsity in the world of external affairs. It almost
seems as if truth was on the scaffold and wrong
upon the throne. But the good are never powerless.
At the minimum they are a leaven whose influence
extends widely and lives eternally.—B. J.

On Good Intentions

] HE familiar adage, “The road to hell is paved
with good intentions” is the reverse of truth.
Promises lightly made and not kept, protestations
of “I meant to but—" may produce paving material
for a road to an undesirable destiny. But good
intentions, no! They build a way to heaven. They
are of the will, and whatsoever in the will is good
helps in human regeneration.

Indeed, the truly regencrate man is one whose will
is striving for the good. To put it in other words:
Man is judged by the motives which rule in him, not
by the results he attains.

True, most of us would rather have something
aimed at us which instead hits a telephone pole, than
have it intended for the pole but happen to hit us.

Apologies consisting of “I didn’t mean to” usually
arc accepted, if at all, with reluctance. Nevertheless,
the moral character of any human action depends
on the intention from which it sprang.

The sale of Joseph into slavery was an evil act on
the part of his brothers, although good resulted from
it. On the other hand, if a physician acting in
accord with the best knowledge available to him ad-
ministers a drug with the intent to help a patient,
he is not reprehensible from an ethical standpoint
if it turns out that the drug is harmful. Honest
mistakes are not moral lapses.

This is not to say that good intentions are
enough. “He who wills the end, must also will the
means,” says Swedenborg. Wisdom must be united
with good. A man must do his best to find the best
means for carrying out his good intentions. Trage-
dies often result from the bungling of well-intentioned
people because they act with insufficient knowledge.
No one has the right to perform an appendectomy
unless his training qualifies him for such a task. He
cannot plead that he meant only good. No one has
the right to give a little child matches to play with,
even though his intention is only to give pleasure to
the child. There is a moral duty to be intelligent
as well as well-intentioned.

The intention must be so good that it equips itself
with means adequate to its purpose.—B. J.

Swedenborg’s Writings
To new recaders, 10 cents ; regularly, 25 cents each:
Heavex axp HEeLL
DiviNne LovE AND Wispoy
DiviNE PROVIDENCE
Tune Four DocTRINES

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated
51 East 42nxD St New York 17, N. Y.




Emerson’s Notes
On Swedenborg

(From “Basic Selections From Ewmer-
”

son,” Eduard C. Lindeman, Mentlor
Book, 3dc, New American Library,
< emg
. 04.)

"Tis the very principle of all science
that Nature shows herself best in leasts;
it was the maxim of Aristotle and
Lucretivs; and, in modern times, of
Swedenborg and of Hahnemann, p. 128

.

There is one man of genius who has
done much for the philosophy of life,
whose literary value has never yet been
rightly estimated; — I mean Emanuel
Swedenborg, The most imaginative of
men, yet writing with the precision of
a mathematician, he endeavored to en-
graft a purely philosophical Ethics on
the popular Christianity of his time.
Such an attempt of course must have
difficulty which no genius could sur-
mount. But he saw and showed the
connection between nature and the af-
fections of the soul. IHe pierced the
emblematic or spiritual character of the
visible, audible, tangible world. Espe-
cially did his shade-loving muse hover
over and interpret the lower parts of
nature; he showed the mysterious bond
that allies moral evil to the foul ma-
terial forms, and has given in epical
parables a theory of insanity, of beasts,
of unclean and fearful things. p. 117

.

The more reason, the less govern-
ment. In a sensible family, nobody ever
hears the words “shall” and “shan’t”;
nobody commands, and nobody obeys,
but all conspire and joyfully co-operate.
Take off the roofs of hundreds of happy
houses, and you shall see this order
without ruler, and the like in every in-
telligent and moral society. Command
is exceptional, and marks some break
in the link of reason; as the electricity
goes round the world without a spark
or a sound, until there is a break in
the wire or the water chain. Sweden-
borg said that, “in the spiritual world,
when one wishes to rule, or despises
others, he is thrust out of doors.” p.
52

.

Far be it from me to underrate the
men or the churches that have fixed the
hearts of men and organized their de-
vout impulses or oracles into good in-
stitutions. The Church of Rome had
its saints, and inspired the conscience
of Europe—St, Augustine, and Thomas
i Kempis, and Fénelon; the piety of
the English Chureh in Cranmer, and
Herbert, and Taylor; The Reformed
Church, Scougal; the mysties, Behmen
and Swedenborg; the Quakers, Fox and
James Naylor. [ confess our later gen-
eration appears ungirt, frivolous, com-

pared with the religions of the last or
Calvinistic age. There was in the last
century a serious habitual reference to
the spiritual world, running through
diaries, letters and conversation—yes,
and into wills and legal instruments
also, compared with which our libera-
tion looks a little foppish and dapper.
p- 98
L ]

Every new mind is a new classifica-
tion. If it prove a mind of uncommon
activity and power, a Locke, a Lavoi-
sier, a Hutton, a Bentham, a Fourier,
it imposes its classification on other
men, and lo! a new system. In propor-
tion to the depth of the thought, and so
to the number of the objects it touches
and brings within reach of the pupil, is
his complacency. But chiefly is this
apparent in creeds and churches, which
are also classifications of some powerful
mind acting on the elemental thought of
duty and man’s relation to the Highest.
Such is Calvinism, Quakerism, Sweden-
borgianism. p. 68

Interesting Letter

From Mauritius

An interesting letter has been re-
ceived from the Rev. C. V. A. Hasler
now minister in Mauritius, giving the
latest news from that outpost of the
French New Church Federation. He says:

Apart from church services and the
“Sunday” schools, which meet on Tues-
days at Port Louis and on Wednesdays
at Curepipe, the only other general ac-
tivity of the Church at the moment is
the League de la Jeunesse which meets
monthly at our home. The young peo-
ple start attending about the age of
sixteen,

After tea we assemble in the meeting
room which also serves as my study.
The meeting is opened by a prayer and
a short reading from the Word, with
the normal business of reading the min-
utes, arranging of next meeting, etc.,
and then follows either a lecture or a
discussion.

The discussions are bilingual and not
infrequently bivocal—reminding one of
French courts, One uncanny custom
worried us at first when two or more
parties join in a heated argument, ap-
parently going at each other “hammer
and tongs” at top speed. After a timid
enquiry as to the subject of the argu-
ment we were told that the two sides
were not differing in their views but
heartily agreeing with the strongest
possible affirmation they can express!
Even now it comes to me as a surprise
that when I explain the doctrinal posi-
tion, both sides approve with: “Exacte-
ment, exactement!’ and perhaps the
discussion breaks out again when new
peints of agreement have been found,

In a small island, where religious and

Fryeburg Reports
Advance Dates

For the information of those who
must choose vacation dates carly in the
spring, announcement is made that the
1954 session of the Fryeburg New
Church Assembly will be held from Au-
gust 8 through August 29,

The theme of the lectures will be
“Christ, the Hope of the World.” This
is the topic for consideration at tiie
meetings of the World Council of
Churches in Evanston, IlL,, this August.
It is felt that a valuable contribution
can be made toward the development ot
this thought with the help of the teach-
ings of the New Church.

Plans already are under way for the
Sales Table sponsored by the Ladies’
Auxiliary of the Assembly. Saleable
jewelry, handcerafts, fancywork, or any
article of new clothing will be greatly
appreciated. All contributions must be
outright gifts to the Auxiliary.

The proceeds will be used in aiding
Assembly projects. It's not too early
to start knitting, crocheting or other
crafts to help in this worthwhile under-
taking. Further information for ship-
ping will appear later, Mrs. Harold
Berran is chairman of the Sales Table
Committee,

The Assembly has been informed of
a bequest made to it under the will of
the late Fannie A. Bolles, of Vineland,
N. J. The estate has not yet been
settled. A contribution of $100 made
last year by the New York Association,
but too late for the '53 Assembly, now
has been received, President I'. Gar-
diner Perry reports,

racial feelings may run high, it is dif-
ficult to make contact with any other
circles, but recently I had an oppor-
tunity to talk about the New Church
when I was invited to be one of three
speakers in a series on religious phi-
losophy.

The first speaker was a Chinese pro-
fessor talking on Taoism, the second a
Quaker, and then I ended with a talk
on “Swedenborg and the New Revela-
tion.”

There were some 70 to 80 people
present. It was a predominantly young
audience and varied. One saw Hindus,
Chinese, Mauritians, and a few Euro-
peans. Having obtained leave from the
president of the club, I was able to dis-
tribute about 35 pampbhlets. My only
regret was that I did not bring three
times that number,

During question time one Chinese
lady asked me interesting questions on
Swedenborg’s view on the individual
and society—and I was thus able to ex-
plain the doctrine of the Grand Man in
which individuality perfects the whole
society.—San Francisco News.
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HAVE WE MORAL FREEDOM?

Robert L.
Young

E LIVE in an age which is acutely conscious of freedom. Americans, by
tradition, have always been proud of their freedom, but it takes the possi-
bility of its imminent loss really to set the word to flying from lip te lip, and

perhaps from heart to heart.

Franklin Roosevelt’s much publicized “Four Freedoms” were not an original
cause of our current interest in and worry about freedom—rather these were the
product of an interest already made manifest.

We accept these four—Freedom from Want, Freedom of Speech, Freedom

of Religion, and Freedom from Fear as basic to the full life.

seem, if we think only of these when we
speak of freedom, we may be seriously
limiting the word, especially as far as
man’s real nature is concerned.

It may seem presumptuous to say it,
but these Four Freedoms seem to this
writer to be somewhat shallow—on the
periphery of freedom rather than at
its heart.

What good would freedom of speech
and frecedom of religion be—what would
they mean if there were not some other
freedom behind them, shoring them up
and supporting them?

What would they be if man did not
have that freedom of choice of which
Swedenborg so often speaks,—if man
were not able to choose freely between
good and evil, between right and
wrong?

The freedom to say what we want
to say has little of spiritual value in it
unless we first are able to choose
whether we want to say good things, or
evil things — right things or wrong
things.

This deeper freedom cannot be leg-
islated—it is sometimes in need of pro-
tection, but that protection cannot come
from laws or armies—it must come from
true love and respect for man from his
neighbor.

A generation or so ago, writers and
thinkers were still attempting to de-
scribe or define the Goed Life. Two
world wars changed this, and today
most of the energy of serious inquiry
is aimed in another direction—toward
an explanation of the evil that men do.

A concentration upon evil is perhaps
no better than to disregard it in favor
of enthusiastic progressivism, but it at
least amounts to a recognition that su-
perficial theories based upon ‘“human
goodness” alone are hardly worth dis-
cussing. The fuct seems to be that
man is potentially capable of as much
evil as good, and to overlook the fact
is to invite the evil.

Swedenborg tells us that man from
birth is in a state of equilibrium be-
tween good and evil, and that his
choices obviously determine which way
he shall go—towards good, or towards
evil. Evil exists because God endowed
man with freewill.

But supposing we admit the fact that
man is potentially capable of as much
evil as good—what then? There is still
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And yet, it may

the question of what evil is, what causes
it, or where it comes from.

Many so-called, perhaps self-styled,
“modernist” Protestants believe that
what appears to be evil is merely ig-
norance. Doubtless it is possible to
think that much of what men call evil
is the result of ignorance, yet to deny
that it is “merely ignorance.”

It is highly probable that a fair por-
tion of evil is the result of ignorance
of goad, rather than a conscious choice
of evil over good on the part of the in-
dividual. This certainly is the case
with children and the mentally incapaci-
tated, whom Swedenborg says are pro-
tected by a state of innocence, and who
are not held responsible for their evils,
since they have no powers of confirma-
tion, which come with the maturing of
the will.

The “merely ignorance” theory of
evil virtually destroys the meaning of
some of the most important words and
ideas in the human vocabulary. It re-
duces all morality to a sort of psycho-
logical mechanism. It tends to make
morality a matter of ethics, instead of
motive. The terms denoting motive, as
contrasted with knowledge, ccase to
have significance if we accept the
“merely ignorance’ theory of evil. The
idea that a man may “know better”
than he does loses its meaning,

Here, we are walking close to the
edge of an ages old philesophic argu-
ment — that of the difference between
knowledge and righteousness.

Men have argued that if a man
doesn’t do the best he knows, he doesn’t
really know the best, but has only a
partial, or illusory knowledge. But
when “knowing” is used in this way,
it includes the factor of moral percep-
tion.
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No New Churchman should be guilty
of the sort of fuzzy thinking which
claims that man will always act to the
highest limits of his knowledge, for
Swedenborg tells us, quite plainly, that
this was the state of man before the
Flood, but that in order to protect him
from perjuring his knowledge by his
actions, his will and the understanding
were separated after the Flood, and
that it is now possible for man to hold
ideals which arc far above his ability
to live,

So it is possible for a man to love
good and right internally, in his spir-
itual self, and yet to do some evil and
wrong in his external, physical self.

If moral perception is not different
from “knowing,” then Pope's reference
to Bacon as, ‘‘the wisest, brightest,
meunest of mankind™ is nonsense. We
Swedenborgians can feel it is not non-
sense—that knowledge, on the one hand,
and what a man does with his knowl-
edge, on the other, may be rooted in
different departments of human nature,
the one in the understanding, and the
other in the will.

Our old friend Socrates often is
charged with having over-simplified the
moral problem by defining virtue as
knowledge. But cven in the Platonic
dialogues, the mystery of motive keeps
on appearing like a repeating decimal.
Socrates is never quite sure how virtue
is taught, or whether it can be taught.
The conclusion we read from him is
that there is an incommensurable in
human life — some ineffable essence
which is beyond good and evil—from
which alone knowledge of the mystery
of good and evil ean spring.

Our Lord’s unwillingness to share
His countrymen’s ostracisin of sinners,
as witnessed by his eating with the pub-
licans and sinners, and His insistence
upon love as the great cure of all evil
—love to the Lord and to the neighbor
—shows that He, too, recognized the
separation of will and understanding in
man.

When viewed in that light, we see
that the real problem of evil is mostly
concerned with human behaviour.

And it is here, in this field of human
behaviour, that a major argument is
being waged today among psychologists.
Some of them argue that behaviour, i.e.,
the doing of good or of evil, is wholly
a product of the environment. Others
declare that it is largely a matter of
heredity, and still others believe that
behaviour is a result of elements of
both heredity and environment.

Most psychologists thus have devel-
oped a theory of psyche-physical de-
terminism of behaviour.  What they
forget, as far as the New Churchman
is concerned, is the factor of influx from
the spiritual world—the help man re-
ceives from prayer, and the implanting



of remains of goodness in early child-
hood.

The real question is whether or not
there are ever moments in human life
when human beings—individually or in
groups—have opportunity to see and to
understand the implications of their
physical, psychological and spiritual
environment. This might be boiled
down to asking, “Have we moral free-
dom?” Are our actions actually deter-
mined by our environment and heredity,
or is there, within us, some force which
is free to choose between two courses
open to us?

Unfortunately, that is a question
which not many men are anxious to
discuss. But if we are to determine
whether or not there is a problem of
good and evil, we must deal with the
question of moral freedom. For if
there is no moral freedomn, then evil, in
the traditional philesephical meaning of
the term, has no existence at all, and
morality is simply a complicated de-
partment of psychological terminology.

The reluctance of modern man to dis-
cuss or consider the idea of moral free-
dom is quite understandable. With
freedom comes accountability. If we
are free, we are responsible, and re-
sponsibility implies reward or punish-
ment, for what we do.

And yet, Swedenborg was one of the
leaders in a long line of progressive
thinkers who have struggled bravely
and in some measure successfully to de-
stroy the orthodox theological concep-
tion of divine punishment. Only lately
has the Western world been able to dis-
card the doctrine of reward and pun-
ishment taught for centuries by the
orthodox Christian Church. Sweden-
borg’s insistence that God is love un-
doubtedly led this reformation within
the Protestant Church.

Unfortunately, when the orthodox de-
stroyed this concept of reward and pun-
ishment, they also shifted responsibility
from the individual to the social group.
The alternative, which Swedenborg sug-
gested, seems not to have occurred to
anyone else. By and large, men either
believe that God punishes the wrong-
doer, or that the individual is not re-
sponsible for his wrong-doings, and so
there is no punishment.

But the Swedish revelator says that
every evil carries with it its own pun-
ishment. Hence, God does not become
angry with man when he breaks the
commandments, but that the punish-
ment for so doing is a gradual breaking-
down of the ability to resist evil—the
destruction of the inner core of desire
for good, and that when that is de-
stroyed, man can only desire evil, and
hence will seek and find evil after death,
in the hells,

In other words, for Swedenborg,

moral freedom is rooted in the will of
man. God endowed man with a free
will. ‘T’he original choice is not between
good and evil, but between doing good,
and not doing good. Not doing good,
disobeying Ged's commandments, causes
evils to arise. Not loving the neighbor
causes the evil of selfishness, etc. All
evils, therefore, are the result of man’s
disobedience to God's commandments.

Unless moral responsibility, and
moral freedom are acknowledged, the
logic of dictatorship is inescapable, The
dictator is the man who promises to
construct the “perfect” physical and
psychological environment. Why else
is he given power? And the theory of
human betterment solely by reforming
the environment and heredity also in-
volves us in the doctrine of a special
caste of beings — supermen — who are
free of the deterministic law, and who
are able, therefore, to act “creatively”
to establish the perfect environment for
the benefit of all the rest, who are, by
definition, creatures of their environ-
ment.

All this is the consequence of deny-
ing moral freedom. On the other hand,
to accept moral freedom is to declare
that both good and evil are subjective
in principle — that men, all men, are
chooscer of good or evil, (Deut. 30:19)

The fact that we are somewhat de-
termined by outside circumstances, by
uncontrolled feelings, by appearances of
reality as Swedenborg says, can hardly
be denied. But the claim that we are
entirely determined by these forces is
really no better than the Calvinistic
claim of divine predestination, against
which modern man has struggled for
three centuries,

A final question of importance is this:
if we are free—if, as the New Church-
man is taught, every man has his own
measure of responsibility appropriate to
his circumstances and moral light—have
we then the right to blame others for
what they do, to condemn them when
their light seems different from our
own? The modern sociologist seems to
think that the idea of moral freedom
and the habit of moral condemnation are
inseparable. But are they? Sweden-
borg says “Heaven is such that all who
live well, from whatever religion, have
a place there.”—Divine Love and IVis-
dom 330.

Surely, the important lesson for us in
this study of moral frecdom is to re-
member that evil exists because God
endowed man with freewill. If he de-

Wanted!

Wanted — a copy of “Purpose
and Transcendentalism”™ by G.
Stanley Hargrove. State price.
B. Johannson, 3550 Evanston
Ave., Cincinnati 7, Ohio.

liberately chooses evil, he stifles his
inner desire for good, thus creating his
own hell; and does not desire to go to
heaven.  Man is not sent to hell, he
goes there willingly and by his own
volition.

We are morally free — that is the
function of the human will, to make us
free and to keep us free. Upon this
freedom hinge all of man's other free-
doms. If man loses this freedom, he
loses all.

(Mr. Young is pastor of the Society
in San Diego, and general pastor of the
California Association.)

Bulletin Still Unnamed

The Theological School Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Bulletin, still without a per-
manent name, nevertheless presents an
interesting and informative budget of
news in its March edition. It inquires
as to plans for a Ministers’ Institute in
Cambridge, following the June Conven-
tion in New York, and features a report
and discussion of the internship, or field
work, plan for students in the first se-
mester of their final year. The Rev.
John C. King is editor. Suggestions
for the Bulletin’s designation when
christening time comes, should be sent
to him.

Lent At Philadelphia

Philadelphia made extensive plans
for the Lenten season to bring addi-
tional life to the church’s service in the
community, teams of members going out
into the ncighborhood, introducing the
church and offering a beautifully print-
ed statement of its uses and teachings.
Sunday evening audio-visual services,
travelogue programs and other special

services were held by the pastor, the
Rev, R. H. Tafel.

Fellowship President

G. T. Heddaeus was re-elected pres-
ident of Pittshurg’s Swedenborg Fel-
lowship at its recent annual meeting.
John R. Mucka is vice-pres., Virginia
Dennis, seey., A. J. Heer, treas. At
the same mecting a program for the
vear to include lectures, dramatic pres-
entations, suppers, musicals as well as
the discussion group, was outlined.

Leaves Geneva Hospital
The Rev. Alfred Regamey, pres. of
the French Federation, and minister of
the societies in Geneva, Lausanne and
Vevey, has about recovered his full
strength following a short hospitaliza-
tion for a gall bladder difficulty.

Is Appointed Gardener
Charles Eckert, moving spirit in the
House of the Good Neighbor movement
which holds its meetings in the Los
Angcles church, has been appointed
gurdener there. The lawn now s
graced with a new wayside pulpit.
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President’s Address
At Western Meeting

(Extracts from the Conference Ser-
mon delivered before annual meeting
of the Western Canada Conference by
the Rev. Henry Reddekopp, president.)

T'He CHURCH oF THE NEW JERUSALEM
often is simply referred to as the New
Church. While this expresses a won-
derful truth if correctly understood, it
is more apt to leave the false impression
that it is a new religious organization.
Therefore, to bring out its true meaning
we prefer to speak of the New Church
as a new dispensation.

In this sense it is not a denomination
of a mere religious organization, and
henee we want to dismiss from our
minds the thought that we are members
of a religious denomination bearing that
name, and we caution against any pos-
sible mistaken impressions that the
Western Canada Conference, or the
General Convention, is the New Church
in the true sense of the word.

Both are essential church bodies
through which the Lord establishes His
spiritual New Church on earth. They
are the means, the official organs, which
are instrumental in bringing the spir-
itunl New Church to all truth seeking,
truth loving, humanity, but they do not
constitute the New Church. The New
Church seen in this light is the new dis-
pensation, and this is not limited to any
fixed place,

On Loss Of Charity

The Lord warns against descending
from a life of charity, which means
works, to a life of mere faith alone by
saying, “Let him which is on the house
top not come down to take anything out
of the house.,” That a house is a sym-
bol of the mind is evident from numer-
ous parables in the Word. ‘The house
top, and the lower part of the house,
is brought to our attention because they
correspond to two faculties of the mind
which are the Will and the Understand-
ing. It is only in the Will that good
or cvil is cherished and adopted mak-
ing it one’s own, or one’s very life. The
lower part of the house is the intellect,
or the Understanding where there is
onty truth, While both truth and love
are in the process of uniting in a re-
generating person, the Lord exhorts us
not to descend from a state of loving
what is good to a state of merely know-
ing truths. In other words, it is fatal
to descend from a life of charity to a
life of faith alone,

The same thought is expressed in the
warning to him that is in the field.
“Neither let him which is in the field
return back to take his clothes.” When
regeneration is once begun it is fatal to
turn back. “No man, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back, is
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fit for the Kingdom of God.” Luke
9:62. The field in which one is active
is the doctrine by which he lives. He
that is in the field in this instance is
one who delights in good uses which his
faith enables him to perform. He is
cautioned not to concern himsclf with
truths alone which are his clothes.
Though one is capable of possessing an
abundance of fine truths, unless he loves
them for their uses, his lot is no better
than that of the rich man spoken of in
Luke 16:19. “There was a certain rich
man, which was clothed in purple and
fine linen.” He can, while in the world,
clothe himself with truths in a most at-
tractive manner so as to appear truly
benevolent., But since unused truths,
like the silver talent that was buried in
the earth, are only in the intellect, the
lower part of the house, or outside of
the ficld, they are not remembered in
the next life. The warning to him who
is in the field not to return back to take
his clothes is a warning not to recede
from a life of faith and charity to a life
of mere empty religious ceremony which
consists of faith alone. The Lord warns
against such a return as this is profana-
tion, and for one who profanes the truth
regeneration is most diflicult if not
impossible.

On Regeneration

Regeneration is a term for describing
the process of being “born again.”
Marvel not that I say unto thee, Ye
must be born again. Johm 3:7. The
first birth is our coming into existence
in the natural world and in this we have
no choice. But soon thercafter, it is
within our power by the innumerable
daily choices given us between right and
wrong, to determine the nature of our
eternal existence hereafter. In our first
birth we inherit from our ancestors all
the inclinations to falsity and evil that
are natural to mankind. Since these are
opposed to all that is heavenly, it is
necessary to put them down and become
humble and dependent.  In this sense
we become as little children a second
time. ‘The old self which is first born
must die, so to speak, so that the new
self can be born. As the first natural
birth into the world is attended with
pain and anxiety, so the new spiritual
birth is not without mental distress and
uncertainty.

The new spiritual birth comes from
within, from the heart, where no one
but the Lord sees it. The conception
of this birth is deseribed in the Lord’s
Word as being “with child.” Though
this is not yet brought out in the open
into actual life, there is at once a con-
flict set up between the natural and the
spiritual, that is, between the old self
and the new. This causes distress of
mind because the new self is beginning
to resist the falsities and evils to which
the old self is inclined,

New York Youth
Host to Leaguers

The New York Young People’s
League was host Feb. 20-22 to a group
of Leaguers for a Washington's Birth-
day house party and study weekend.
After an opening service conducted by
the Rev, William R, Woofenden, assist-
ed by Horand Gutfeldt, student at the
Theological School, from Germany, the
program was outlined.

Following the Saturday noon meal,
the group assembled for a study and
question period, led by Mr. Woofenden
in which the organization and work of
the General Convention were explained
and discussed. This was followed by
a question period.  After supper and a
bricf excursion to Times Square there
was dancing in the parish house. Sun-
day morning the young people joined
in the Sunday school and church
service.

Oune of the highlights was the Sun-
day afternoon visit to the Paterson
Church, We were graciously received
by the Rev. and Mrs. Leslie Marshall
and hostesses of the Society. Mr, Mar-
shall conducted the visitors through the
workrooms and offices explaining fea-
tures connected with the publishing of
Tue Messexaer, the Bible Study
School, the Board of Missions, and the
Missions Stamp Outlet.

In the cvening at the New York
church, two one-act plays were present-
ed by the New York League Players
Group, followed by dancing, Monday
morning was given over to sightseeing
with a visit to Radio City.

Wilmington was represented by Faith
Poole and Charlotte Wild; Baltimore,
Grace Hotson; Philadelphia, Beryl
Gaul, and Lois and Anna Walton.
Rosalind Grattan came from upstate
New York. Bob Acheson, Ted Foster,
Horand Gutfeldt and Roger Heath
journeyed from Massachusetts. There
were an equal number of New York
Leaguers making a total of twenty-two,
taking part in the instructive and pleas-
ant activities, — Beru Biscnor, Presi-
dent of the New York League

The Lord warns that this will be
especially so during the days of abom-
ination of desolation when the mind is
beset with all manner of mistaken
Scripture interpretations which come
under the old dispensation. The warn-
ing is not only to those who are with
child, that is, to thosc in whom the new
birth has begun, but it extends also to
those who give suck in those days.

When once the new birth is in exis-
tence it must be nourished and sustained
lest it languish and die. 'T'o keep alive
that which is newly born is equally as
difficult as the birth itself midst the
same prevailing conditions.



In Farewell To
Their Little Ronnie

(Address at the resurrection service
February 2 for Ronald Calvin Turley,
infant son of the Rev. and Mrs. Owen
T. Turley, El Cerrito Society.)

Over the past several years, you,
vour minister, and his wife have come
to worship together and to work to-
gether in a close bond of Christian
friendship. You have come to love and
pray together. And you have learned
to hope together.

With the coming of Ronnie into your
minister’s home, even deeper bonds of
Christian love bave grown among you.
For, in reality, Ronnie came not just
to your minister's home, but he came—
well, how should I put jt?—he came
into your church home.

All of you have shared in a most
wonderful and beautiful way of the
bountiful happiness which he brought
into the world. It was as if you all
had become parents of a new baby boy.
And in a very real way, your love for
one another in this church has made this
feeling of family love a reality.

I dare say that Ronnic had more peo-
ple truly and lovingly concerned about
him and his welfare than any child 1
have ever known. There is something
very precious here, and I bid you guard
it well, for in intent and in practice
vours has been and is a church home
in the house of the ILord.

You, your minister and his wife have
shared each other’s joys and you have
shared each other's sorrows. And now,
Owen and Elinor want very much for
vou to share their faith. For, our be-
loved Ronnie is at this very moment in
the loving and tender care of the Lord's
angels; planing in the next room, as it
were, beyond the veil which we call
death,

We will miss him here. But what a
blessing and joy his short stay with us
has been, What a wealth of love Ron-
nie had drawn out of us all, reaching
out and touching the hearts of so many
in so short a time. His quick and glow-
ing smile—that expression of radiant
love—has helped us all see the trivial
nature of so many of our worries, our
cares, and our acts. And that concen-
trated wealth of life which came to us
through Ronnie has helped bring us to-
gether in that bond of heavenly love
which makes us one houschold before
the Lord.

Surely, the Lord has worked His mir-
acle of love right here in our very midst.
And what a glorious place the world is
when men live in love one to another.
Through a child, the Lord has once
again shown us the way. Truly, it is
wonderful to know that “. . . of such
is the kingdom of God.”

Love is such a marvelous and respon-
sive treasure, Owen and Elinor loved
decply, and Ronnie loved in return. If
now we can only keep mindful of how
important and helpful arc these carliest
experiences and responses of tenderness
for the infant-being entering the spir-
itual world,

Ronnie was entrusted to the care of
earthly parents by the Lord, as are the
children of us all. That trust was not
forsuken. With tender and devoted at-
tention, that little life was cared for,
guarded, and protected.  Physically?
ves, with every bit of knowledge and
wisdom with which devoted doctors
have to work. But, I think, even more
important, the eternal welfare of Ron-
nie was protected with all the spiritual
power of love and understanding, and
of the patience available to man
through prayer and discipleship to the
Lord.

The effort for physical life is now
ended under the governing providence
of the Lord. Our understanding is per-
haps too small to say, “according to his
will.””  But our faith is not too small
to say so and to trust implicitly that it
is so.

Yet, above it all, how thrilling it is
to know that the effort for eternal life
is just at its beginning. LEven now, in
the spiritual world, Ronnie is being
cared for by those angelic persons of
the spiritual world who are best suited
to serve the Lord in this use. Teachers
in heaven?  Yes, most assuredly.
Teachers who will now guide and teach
Ronnie in the wonderful truths and
realities of the Lord’s kingdom. Teach-
ers who . , . always behold the face of
our I'ather who is in heaven.” Teachers
who will instruct Ronnie along the way
as he grows into angelic manhood—that
type of manhood of which the best of
our saintly acquaintances here are but a
reflection.

E. L. Godkin, once editor of the New
York Evening Post, after the death of
his young daughter, wrote: I know
that things happen for the best, and
that our lives are guided by a Benefi-
cent Hand, When my little darling left
her father's house for the last time last
Friday, 1 knew that a wise and better
Father awaited her, and that in His
care, she would one day become all—
more than all—that I richly and fondly
hoped to see her become in mine.”

This is the sure knowledge of faith
which is shared with you today. It is
not said that things will be the same.
A change has already been made —a
new child has entered heaven. Things
will not be the saume, and that is not the
faith which Owen and Elinor wish to
share with you today. Ronnie will be
missed. The memories and love for him
will remain. And with them, a deep
fecling of thankfulness for the blessing

Evidence Society

Has New Secretary

With the withdrawal of the Rev. Les-
lie Marshall from many of his Conven-
tion activities the Evidence work, as it
is called, will in future be undertaken
by the Rev. Warren Goddard, of w.
Bridgewater, Mass. He was the secre-
tary of the Evidence Society for many
years and can ably attend not only to
the nccessary contacts with authors,
editors and publishers, as relating to
corrections and needed information, but
as to the recording and filing of the
considerable  “evidence” and  ‘‘testi-
monies” which continually come up for
attention,

Another branch of the work is the
Evidence Library, now grown to some
proportions, which consists of books and
large pamphlets concerning the Church
and with regard to Swedenborg’s life
and work, written or compiled by non-
New Church writers. These books are
for loan, and from time to time THE
MEessencer has published a list of them
for that purpose. There is no charge,
except for postage.

The Evidence Society was established
by the Rev. Dr. Sewall of Washington,
D. C., nearly fifty yvears ago. Later
he was assisted by the Rev. Louis Field
Hite, professor of philosophy for many
vears at the Theological School.

One little book was compiled from
these records by the Rev. Clarence
Lathbury, of Cleveland, a well known
New Church author, under the title
“The Testimony of Genius.” The book-
let has been considerably expanded and
the tributes from great persons verified.
Also a list is included of the great in
all parts of the world who attest to
their familiarity with the Swedish sage,
and to his influence on their work.

All confirming documents now have
been card indexed and suitably filed, so
that “evidence” and the authority for
it, can immediately be produced. Much
new material has been added over the
years, including the especially interest-
ing documents affirming that Abraham
Lincoln was baptized into the New
Church in New Salem, Il

We feel sure that all interested in
this important work will watch for ref-
ercnce in books, newspapers and other
published matter. Clippings, ete., now
should be sent direct to Mr. Goddard
at 295 W. Center St., W. Bridgewater,

Mass,

of his presence. His time with us was
short., But then, we remember that love
is fulfilled not in time, but in cternity.
The faith to be shared with you today
may be simply stated. It is this: To
Ronnie the gates of heaven have been
opened wide. For, “. . . of such is the
kingdom of God.”—Carvin TunrLry
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Trends and
Trails . . . . .

It is not often passages from Swe-
denborg are found in educational text-
books, but Mrs. Helen Grabel Hundley
of the Pretty Prairie Society calls at-
tention to an interesting excerpt from
his writings dealing with how eventu-
ally, like water, we all find our own
level, as appearing in “Teaching Com-
position and Literature,” by L. B. Mer-
rielees, Harcourt Brace, N. Y., *46, pp.

371-2,
.

“Shrine of the Ages Chapel,” a proj-
ect reminding of our own Wayfarers’
Chapel in Portugese Bend, Calif., is to
be erected for community worship in
the Grand Canyon, Arizona, when the

necessary funds are raised.
[ J

The Washington Religious Review re-
ports that a group of 100 members of
Old Order Amish Mennonites has peti-
tioned Congress to be exempt from the
social security luws. They wish to pro-
vide for their own poor and disabled

members.
[ ]

Also from that Revietw comes the fig-
ures that during 1952, 87 per cent of all
persons arrested for robberies were
under 21 years old; and 68 per cent
accounted for all apprehensions for

larceny.
°

The Union Signal, official weekly of
the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union, carried quotations from Sweden-
borg’s works in several successive issues
during December and January.

L ]

Preaching in the Fifth Avenue Pres-
byterian Church just recently, the Rev.
Dr. John S. Bonnell declared, “The
barriers that once divided Protestants in
a spirit of rivalry are fast crumbling.”

[ ]

References were made to Swedenborg
over CFCF some weeks ago on the pro-
gram "Incredible But True,” for which
it is one of the broadcasting stations.
It had mainly to do with the well known
contacts between Wesley and the Swe-
dish Aristotle.

L]

Findings of the National Manpower
Council point to the fact that the best
opportunities for careers in the next
decade will be in medicine, engineering
and teaching. That will be the trend
whatever the economic conditions.

[ 4

The feature article of several pages
in December Maclean’s, leading Canada
journal, dealt with “Christianity—Re-
vival or Decline.” “Is a new concept
of Jesus’ teachings replacing,” the old
beliefs, was a central theme of this valu-
able discussion, although it led to no
conclusion.
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LETTERS & EDITOR

Don't Desire Merit
To the Epiton:

I lately read the following passage
in Swedenborg’s “Heaven and Hell,”
par. 9: “Angels . . . say that not only
is everything good and true from the
Lord, but everything of life as well. . . .
‘This being the belief of the angels, they
refuse all thanks for the good they do,
and are displeased and withdraw if any-
one attributes good to them.”

Since it is only right to thank those
who have helped us and been kind to
us, it seems to me the angels should be
willing to accept thanks.

ANNE Cany Brabiey
Fryeburg, Me,

(Communications commenting on the
point here raised should be limited to
260 words or so.—Ed.)

Notes From Swedenborg
To the Epiron:

Inasmuch as all of us are in a dif-
ferent state of love, wisdom and use,
even though u given group may sce eye
to eye in principle, we, of the New
Church, can look back from an advanced
state and sce clearly we didn't catch
everything at the first, and that the bet-
ter we know our subject the more pre-
cise we will be.

The greater the perception of truth
we are in, the truer the truths will be to
us through the clearness of our under-
standing.

So with the kindest thought I would
like to try to answer some of the ques-
tions brought forth on the Trinity, cte.,
in your Jan. 9 number.

First, the Lord has revealed to us a
knowledge of correspondences through
Swedenborg, which everyone that be-
longs to the New Church must at least
know of, to the extent that they apply
themselves to this study and make cor-
respondences a part of their under-
standing through their use of them in
reading the Lord's Word as well as
trying to apply them to everyday living,

Whenever we see a mountain, hill,
valley, ete., we might use their corres-
pondence to learn for what they stand
spiritually, and even to the color say of
our clothes and everything, for we know
that they have a correspondence either
to heaven or hell.

So from this it follows, that to the
extent we perceive this the more per-
fectly we will understand the Word in
its spiritual sense, and this means a
greater state of perception.

In the spiritual sense as I understand
it, as to the Trinity, Jesus, as God, is
the Divine Love, the Very Good of
Charity. The term Christ may corres-
pond to His divine wisdom, truth,
understanding and faith.

The Holy Spirit, as a name, corres-
ponds to power going forth into use
from the Divine Love and the Divine
Wisdom, which are His omnipresence,
omniscience and omnipotence.  This
Trinity is the one and only God of
heaven and earth, for God is our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

‘The Holy Spirit is both personal and
collective, that is it gives life strictly
speaking from the Light going forth
from the sun of the spiritual world, in
the midst of which sun is Jehovah God.

The divine heat and light going forth
is His divine love and wisdom or good
and truth, which is the life from Him
that reaches out through the universe
cven into everything that is, All life
that is, is frem Him and in Him.

The Holy Spirit is with each and
every individual and those that walk
hand in hand with Him through the
love for His divine laws and at the
same time living in them, feel His love
far more vividly than those that yet
haven't started the regenerating period
of their lives.

The Lord has two offices, the Priestly
and that of King. From His Priestly
office He is called Jesus and from his
Kingly office He can be called Christ.

The way I explain just how Jesus
and God the Father werc always one
from the time that Jesus was born in
the Human, is this: The Divine of the
Father is the soul of the Lord, and the
Divine Human of the Lord is the Body
of the Father.

Epwix R. Herrick
Bonita Springs, Fla.

Cherub Choir Luncheon
About seventy-five persons attended
San Diego’s Cherub Choir luncheon
Feb. 25, held to raise funds Cherub-
Chancel Choir Robe and Music Fund.

Mr. Redman Convalescing
The many church associates and other
friends of Clarence Rodman, well
known Philadelphia New Churchman,
will be pleased to hear he is recovering
nicely from a slight heart attack.

The New Church
Theological School

Rev. Evererr K. Bray, President

Rev, EpwiNn G. Caron, Vice-Pres,

® Training men for the New
Church ministry.

® If you have any thought of ded-
icating your life to this calling,
perhaps we can be of help to you.

® The New Church nceds ministers.
Address inquiries in care of

the President

48 Quincy Street
Cambridge 38, Mass.




Book Reviews

GamsLinG: Panr II, Sociar Service
Commirrer’s RerorT, 1953, GENERAL
CoNFERENCE oF THE NEw CHURcH.
London, W. C. 1, 20 Bloomsbury
Way, New Church Press, Ltd., 1953,
18 pages, mimeographed format.

This little work represents the joint
findings of the Social Service Commit-
tee of the General Conference; but the
scceretary of the committee, Rev. E. R.
Goldsack, M.A., is the writer and ac-
cepts full responsibility for statements
made and conclusions drawn. As stated
in the opening paragraph of the Intro-
duction, “This study of gambling is
undertaken under the discipline of New
Church doctrine and all other consid-
crations have hcen left aside deliber-
ately. . . .” (p. 1). This leaves out
economic problems as such, likewise
cthical and moral issues as such. How-
ever, an informed New Church reader
cannot but be awarc that even a dis-
tinctively doctrinal approach neces-
sarily carries certain implications of
cconomic, ethical and moral bearing.
For in New Church understanding, doc-
trine cannot be identified with merely
intellectual formulation. The field of
doctrine is co-extensive with the field
of life. Love to the Lord and Love to
the Neighbor are doctrine actively lived
out. Conversely, disorderings of these
two primary relations of man are doc-
trine perverted. Between Intreduction
and Conclusion, the Report under re-
view approaches the subject under ten
sections variously headed according to
doctrines cited and applications made.

Under “The Love Cyele” (section ¢},
it is questioned whether “the act of
gambling results in the return of love
to the Lord or return of love to the self”
(p. 5).

Under “Coherence of Use” (section
d), the Committee finds “nothing in the
cconomy of the human body which ac-
cords with gambling” (p. 6). But we
may concede “a powerful affection in
human minds to which gambling minis-
ters as a use” (p. 7). What is this
“powerful affection”? In orderly gra-
dation and subordination, the head of
all love is the love of heaven, which in-
cludes love to the Lord and love to the
Neighbor; love of the world and love
of self have a place, but subordinate.
Does not gambling tend to invert the
proper order by placing heavenly love
in an inferior status?

“The Sacred Seripture and our Prob-
lem” (section f) invokes the command-
ment against covetousness, the commit-
tee finding that agreement on certain
“rules” in gambling does not condone
the fact that the participants arve con-
spiring to cheat one another.

“Love to the Neighbor” (scction g)

notes the specious plea that gambling
gains can constitute the where-with-all
to bestow *‘charity” on needy members
of society or assist projects of public
benefit. We are here reminded that the
neighbor is loved, not by showering him
with benefits made possible by ques-
tionable means, but ‘“the neighbor is
loved when anyone rightly discharges
his office for the good of others”
(Arcana Coelestia 6023, quoted p, 10).

“Degrees of the Neighbor” (section
It) points out that no act is good which
confers an apparent good merely on one
level of neighborliness, ignoring the
effect on all neighborly degrees, which
include not only individual man on his
material plane, but also the Lord and
the Church, along with society in its
every aspect.

What of “The Influence of Gambling
upon the Mind”? (section j). With
use as the touchstone, gambling is ex
posed as worthless. No mind is refined
and perfected by gambling (even
though it can be claimed that a man
can learn to be a good loser) as it is by
the fulfilling of the duties of the man’s
cmployment or office (p. 16).

Under “Diversions of Charity” (sec-
tion k), we note, “Gambling scarcely
scems to fit into that picture of the di-
versions of the charitable” (the legiti-
mate diversions cited in the Church
writings), p. 17, but rather “a diver-
sion of the affection of gain for gain’s
sake” (ibid.).

With all reasonable allowance for
human frailty before the subtle blan-
dishments of the notion that ‘“‘the end
Jjustifies the means,” a fallacy unfortu-
nately given standing by some thought-
less men and women in public life, the
over-all conclusion of the committee is
that “the practice of gambling in any
form whatsoever should be shunned asy
a sin against God” (p. 17).

The present reviewer regrets that the
necessary limitations of a brief review
prevent more detailed attention to the
New Church doctrines cited and the
close logical reasoning cmployed in
the light of such doctrines.—EarL C.

HamiLtoN .
Imsmorranrry. Tue Scientiric Evi-
nexNce. Alson J, Smith. Prentice-

Hall, N. Y., '84. 244 pp. Inder $3.00.

Co-Publisher, G. & R. Anthony, N. Y.

“The survival of the human person-
ality beyond the grave will be ques-
tioned by moderns until science accepts
it,” says the publisher’s announcement,
semetimes known as a blurb, on the
flaps of the jacket of this new book on
an old subject. In fact, the publisher
further states, “The survival of some
part of the human spirit, or personality,
beyond the grave has been felt as an
intuitive truth by men since the begin-
ning of time.” Then, according to his
preface, the author’s thesis seems to be:

"“The lost life of the Church can only
be restored through a verification, by
science through experiment, of the psy-
chic phenomena on which the Church
was originally built.” As it isn’t the
business of a reviewer to dispute a
writer’s religious conclusions we will let
that pass and go on to an examination
of his “scientific evidence” to prove the
case for “immortality.” Beginning with
case histories which F. W, H. Myer’s
did so remarkably well fifty years ago
in his “Survival of Human Personal-
ity,” to which the Reverend Smith al-
ludes, he gives us other chapters on, or
skirting, the mind and the soul, and
then points to the acceptance of life
after death by “the greatest of Western
philosophers,” p, 215, et seq. It is
here that we suddenly come upon Swe-
denborg, though he doesn’t appear in
the book’s index, whom the author con-
siders a ‘“‘great religious philosopher
who was also a great scientist.” Nearly
two pages are devoted to him. It is
concluded that “Swedenborg was the
forerunner of the considerable number
of scientists who departed from the pre-
vailing materialism of modern science
to exhibit a concern for the spiritual
world and its phenomena.” Sweden-
borg is mentioned elsewhere in the book,
too, with approbation.

Considering what seems to be the au-
thor's thesis, to which we have alluded,
and taking into account another state-
ment on the book’s jacket that the “cvi-
dence” to be presented is “‘in support
of survival after death,” one can be
forgiven for concluding that the author
considers Church is in rather a bad way
—lifeless, in fact. We feel that the
regeneration which must come to the
human soul, a function surely the office
of the Church in and outside man, is
not dependent on the acceptance of the
fact of immortality, which, “evidence”
or not, can still remain only a convic-
tion or faith, until ultimately experi-
enced.—L. M.

Preaches At Orange

Theological Student David Garrett
preached for the Orange Society Feb.
21, and received a cordial welcome.
Afterwards, he and Theodore Foster,
in residence at the School, visiting with
his parents in Orange, attended the pro-
gram of the New York and other cast-

ern leaguers, at the Paterson church
and offices.

Money For Your Treasury

OVER 1,500,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS

Were sold in 1953 by members of Sunday
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People's
Groups, etc. They enable you to earn
money for your treasury, and make friends
for your organization.

Sample Frek to an Official

SANGAMON MILLS

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y.
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New Circle Well Attended

The largest gathering so far to at-
tend the new Circle for the Westchester
County Society So. Connecticut area
was on hand Feb. 28 when thirty-seven,
including five children, participated at
the Hartley Grattans in Katonah, The
Rev. Wm. R. Woofenden of the New
York church conducts these services.
A social hour follows.

Boston's Tea Party

Boston’s March Tea Party, long an
institution at the church there, was
highlighted by colored slides of famed
gardens, including those at Windsor
Castle, Kew Gardens, the Vatican and
ros¢ gardens in Paris and Geneva,

Lent At Eimwood

The Elimwood, Mass., Socicty is con-
ducting a "Lenten Institute on the Life
of Christ,” Sunday evenings. In ad-
dition to talks by the pastor the Rev.
Edwin G. Capon and the student min-
ister there, Paul Zacharias, of the Theo-
logical School, the Reverends J. C.
King, Antony Regamey and E. K. Bray
assisted.

Has New Recognition
Artist Reynolds Thomas, Wilming-
ton, Del., Society, who is associated
with Portraits Inc., New York, now is
represented in that city by the Peter
Kollean Galleries, on 57th Street. It
is a new recognition for him in the

Maitland Memorial Service

The Organ Players’ Club of Phila-
delphin presented a sacred cantata,
“The Glorified Christ,” by Dr, Rollo
F. Maitland as a memorial to him,
March 14. Many years organist for the
society there, he was regarded as one
of the country’s leading artists at the
conso'e, and was noted as composer.
He passed away April 7,53,

Massachusets Association

The annual meeting of the Massachu-
setts Association will be held in the
church of the Boston Society Saturday,
April 3. Principal speaker will be Dr.
Knapp, general Council of the Mass.
Council of Churches. A reception is to
be tendered to Miss Kazuko Tanabe, of
the New Church in Tokyo, a student
at Briarcliffe College.

At Mansfield, Mass.

Services at the Mansfield, Mass.,
church were conducted during March
by students at the Theological Scheol.
The Rev. James Priestnal for many
vears pastor there now is living in re-
tirement in W. Springfield, Mass. He
is the father of the Rev. Clayton
Priestnal, minister in Baltimore.

Recovering From Polio
Douglas Gilehrist, Fdmonton Society,
continues to improve in health after
having been stricken with polio nearly
four months ago. He is beginning to
walk, and other vital muscles are
strengthening.

world of art.
Thomas

“Gathering The Waters Into One Place” A King

1 HE rational perception that there is involved in man two minds, external for

this world and internal for the spiritual world, puts us in a position to see
that all spiritual knowledge, the truth and good of heaven, inflow from the Lord
through the internal mind into the external, and are stored up in the memory for
use in our coming regeneration.

‘The memory is therefore a most important department of the mind. 1t must
be formed and stored with truths, learned from without, before there can be any
distinct reasoning or deep thinking. Children are inspired by the Lord, through
their guardian angels, with the love of knowing facts, and they arc gifted with
the mental organ of memory, in which they may be implanted and stored up.
The will and the memory are active long before the understanding is in any de-
gree developed. The will to learn, the love of knowing, must come in order that
one may learn, and there must be a receptacle of the knowledge that is acquired.
and this is the memory, capacious to reccive and retentive to retain what is
learned.

‘The memory is therefore the “one place” [Gen. 1:9| into which the waters
under the heavens are gathered. For think—the waters under the heavens sig-
nify truths acquired by study and instruction—the truths that are stored up after
they are learned. During this period there is afforded to parents and teachers
the golden opportunity of implanting in children’s minds the knowledge of the
letter of the Lord’s Word. There is nothing more important than this. Parents
and teachers should not do the least thing to disturb a child’s implicit belief in
the letter of the Bible stories. They should be taught to the child mind in the
form in which the Lord has put them. And not only should those accounts be
taught in the form we find them in the letter of the Word, but certain portions
of it should be committed to memory, such as the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Bless-
ings, the Ten Commandments, and many of the shorter Psalms and the sayings
of the Lord in the Gospels. The doing of this is the gathering of the waters into
“one place.”—From “Allegories of Genesis.”

1o

Wayfarers' Chapel News

With construction underway of the
tower, and offices, the second unit, of the
Wayfarers’ Chapel, it is hoped soon to
publish pictures and an account of the
splendid new development there. A re-
cent report speaks of nearly 600 per-
sons at the Chapel’s Christmas presen-
tations, with an estimated 56,000 visi-
tors during December and January, 5+
foreign countries being represented.

El Cerrito's "Echo"

More than a bulletin, the El Cerrito,
Calif., parish publishes monthly a
newsy little church paper, the Echo,
edited by Jan Seibert, with Babctte
Kranz art editor, and Phyllis French,
Mary Wyld general assistants. A fash-
ion show, news of the Sunday school
board, reports of various service groups,
are among the highlights for March.

Bridgewater News
The Rev. Harold R. Gustafson has
been giving a special series of sermons
in the Bridgewater church, of which he
is pastor, during Lent, He exchanges
pulpits with thc Rev. Edwin G. Capon
at Flmwood, April 4.

National Church News
In an cffort to relieve the serious lack
of parking space at the National
Church, Washington, D. C., a driveway
is being constructed on the parish house
side.

Golden Anniversary

Mr, and Mrs. Henry J. Graber, well
known Pretty Prairie, Kans., Society
members, will celebrate their golden
wedding anniversary March 21, with
open house for their friends and rela-
tives. Their six children also are ac-
tive in the church there.

Gideons At Portland

The Sunday service of the Portland,
Ore., Society Feb. 21 was conducted by
the Gideons Society, well known for
placing bibles in hotels throughout the
world.

Home Bible Courses

Suareig, Instructive Courses for
every student of the Bible. The
Introductory Course explains its
deep purpose and relationship to
daily life, how it was formed, and
why a better understanding of it
lielps you to meet today’s spiritual
problems. Two other advanced
courses complete the work.

TOTAL COST $5.00 INCLUDES

Textbooks, all supplies, regular examinations,
. engraved certificate upon completion.

You may enroll, at once, sending $1.00 in
advance, or simply request Prospectus,

The Bible Study School

380 Van Houten St., Paterson I, N. J.




The Suedenhorg Student

CONDUCTED BY THE REV. LOUIS A. DOLE FOR THE SWEDENBORG FOUNDATION

Arcana Class 1 — April, 1954
Volume X, 8901 - 8969
April 1- 7 8901 — 890+

8-14 8905 — 8916
15 - 21 8917 — 8933
22 - 30 893+ — 8969

Tue reapiNG ror this month is in
explanation of the Commandments writ-
ten on the Second Table. These of the
First have relation to our duties to God
and these of the Second to our duties
to men. These latter, the natural rea-
son could formulate as necessary to
community life. Nevertheless they are
divine laws, and so were given by the
Lord from Sinai. They are, of course,
to be kept literally, and most people do
keep them outwardly, as they are in-
corporated in the laws of the land; but,
as the Lord plainly taught in the Ser-
mon on the Mount, they have deeper
and more searching meanings.

It is important to know thesc more
interior meanings since they reach into
causes, and only when the cause is scen
and removed is an evil really overcome.
This appears clearly in the explanation
of the last two Commandments on covet-
ing. T'wo things constitute the lifc of
man, the understanding and the will.
So the ninth and tenth Commandments
warn us against coveting in thought or
in will.  These Commandments come
last to admonish us to beware lest the
evils described in the preceding Com-
mandments become of the will and so
come forth.

That we cannot know these impor-
tant truths without revelation is empha-
sized in number 89+1. There are some
things which cannot come to the knowl-
edge of man by means of the senses or
by the exercise of the natural reason
alone.  Spiritual truth belongs to an
altogether different realn of experience.
Yet it is no less certain than the knowl-
edge attained through the senses. In
fact it is much more certain.

Those who will believe nothing but
that which they can pereeive through
the senses live in fallacy. They inevi-
tably come to the conclusion that there
is no God, that there is no life after
death, and that man is like the beasts
that perish. Swedenborg calls this
insanity.

It is good to know that there is a
vast body of truth which exists in its
own right and which does not have to
be “cleared by science,’ as the word
science generally is understood.

From the Word is all real enlighten-

ment, By its light comes into the mind
which enables one to see spiritual
truths, Without this light no one has

either intelligence or wisdom, Man has

always been dependent upon divine
revelation,
Saturn

Excluding their satellites and some
small intermediate bodies there are
cight major plancts in our solar system,
of which Saturn is the sixth in order of
distance from the sun. It is next to
Jupiter in size, being seven hundred
and fifty times as large as our earth.
Saturn is particularly noted for its
luminous belts which are about ffty
miles thick and extend forty-eight thou-
sand miles from its surface. These
luminous rings give Saturn light at
night. Also astronomers have found by
radiometric observation that Saturn’s
temperature is colder than that of our
planct,

It is interesting to note that Sweden-
borg, through knowledge obtained in his
contact with spirits from Saturn, antici-
pated this finding, since he tells us that
the inhabitants of Saturn have a thick
skin which enables them, though lightly
clad, to live in the cold.

This should remind us of the fact
that man is not man because he breathes
air or drinks water or because of other
external characteristics, but because he
has a spiritual plane of life, freedom
of will and rationality. The Lord can
create men to live in physical condi-
tions other than those which exist on
this earth. I’cople on this earth were
created.  They did not evolve through
mercly natural processes. That is, they
were not produced by nature,

Notes

8931. This number should be re-
membered for its clear and helpful
statement of where heaven is.

8939, This will repay careful read-
ing for three striking statements:
(1) concerning the comparative impor-
tance of spiritual riches and worldly
riches; (2) why those in the love of the
world do not helieve in a life after
death; (3) the importance of belief in
a life after death.

Arcana Class Il — April, 1954
Ycolume V, 3697 - 3740
April 1- 7 3697 — 3703
8-1% 3703'— 3705
15 - 21 3706 — 3716
22 - 30 3717 — 3740
Jacob's Ladder

Jacob’s vision of the ladder or way
of steps reaching to heaven and the
Lord, with angels of God ascending and
descending upon it, served to encourage
Jacob and to make him feel that the
God of his fathers was with him and
would prosper him, that his journey to
Haran to get a wife would be success-
ful, and that his posterity would in-

crease and become a great nation. This
prophecy was fulfilled literally, for his
descendants conquered and possessed
the Holy Land.

The inner meaning of this vision tells
of the order of regeneration, of how
the Lord reaches down to man in his
natural state and lifts him up. It also
tells us that man was created to be a
medium to unite the Divine with the
world of nature and the world of na-
ture with the Divine. The people of
the Most Ancient Church, we remember,
saw in  evervthing they perceived
through their natural senses instruction
concerning the Lord and His kingdom.
For them the words of the Psalmist
were patently true: “The heavens de-
clare the glory of God, and the firma-
ment sheweth his handiwork.”

We today do not have this percep-
tion. We bhave to come to our under-
standing of spiritual things by anether
way. The stone on which Jacob rested
represents the truths of the letter of
the Word. As we learn and keep its
precepts and commandments our minds
and thoughts are led to the Lord. Thus
the truths of the Word become the
“angels of God ascending.”

We are born natural, and our desires
at first are for self. “'Self-preservation
is the first law of nature” is a well-
known maxim, but it concerns the un-
regencrate man.  Neither by word nor
by His own life did the Lord confirm
this axiom, He said, “For whosoever
shall save his life shall lose it,” and
of Himself, “I am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep.” By nature we seek our
own interests, but truths of the Word
are taught us in our childhood and they
become the basis of our knowledge of
God and of His presence with us. This
is why the ascending angels are men-
tioned first. They lead us to the Lord
and then He comes down to us. They
form a place in our minds into which
the Lord can come.

We have to begin with memory
knowledges which are of the natural
man and gradually attain intelligence
and wisdom and become spiritual. So
this vision pictures the order of human
development and regeneration and is a
prophecy which applies to every one of
us today.

Notes

3726. This is a philosophical note.
Thoughts are not abstractions, but real
forms, Thoughts are the activity of the
substances of the spirit.

3726*.  This points out the insanity
of our age in doubting the existence of
the life after death.

4732, It is a startling thought that
all those who profess to accept Chris-
tianity but do not live according to
the precepts of Christ are actually
idolaters.
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Births, Baptisms, Confirmations, Memorials
BIRTHS Mrs. Antony Regamey, whose husband

GiLcumst. — Kenneth Peter, born to
Mr. and Mrs. C. Douglas Gilchrist
February 22, at Edmonton, Alb. The
maternal grandparents are the Rev. and
Mrs. Peter Peters of Gulfport, Miss,
.

Moonpy.—A daughter Martha was
born February 3 in Dallas, Tex., to
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Moody of the

Boston Society.
L ]

Varcovic—Mr. and Mrs, Richard
Valcovie of the Boston church announce
the birth of Donald Keith, Feb. 23. The
young man is the fifth great grandson
of Mrs. Frank E. Bateman, and fourth
grandchild of Mrs. Lois Jones.

[ J

Warrrakern.—Born to Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Whittaker, of the Irycburg,
Me., Society, Scott Charles, their third
boy.

.

Hyart.—Born at the Memorial Hos-
pital, Wilmington, Del., February 19 a
daughter, Lisa, to Mr. and Mrs. Hugh
Hyatt, members of the Society there.

BAPTIZED
Kavmpacuer.—Debra Lea, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur B. Kalmbacher,
Jr., was baptized at the morning ser-
vice of the Wilmington, Del., Society
February 21, by the Rev. E, O. Martin.
.

Genrsen, Tonok. — Marta Diane,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Gerber
of San Jose, grandson of Mrs. E. M.
Moody of Berkeley; and Joan Mar-
garet, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Torok of Seo. San Francisco,
were bhaptized just recently by the Rev.
Othmar Tobisch.

CONFIRMED

Finney. — Frank Finney, Summit,
N. J., founder of the Society for Good-
will Among Men, was received into
membership of the Orange, N. J., So-
ciety February 14. Lay Leader Harold

B. Larsen officiated.
®

JrxnNiNngs. — John Jennings, land-
scape architect of Summit, N. J,, a
- member of the Orange Society for some
vears, was confirmed into the New
Church February 14, Lay Leader Har-
old B. Larsen officiating.

MEMORIALS

ALLeN, Verv.—Brief word reaches
Tur Mgrssenaer of the passing away
recently at his home in Whitefield,
Eng., of William H. Allen, father of

is minister in Boston, and uncle pastor
of the French speaking societies in
Switzerland. Also we learn of the de-
ccase of Arthur O, Very January 23,
in Richardson, Texas. He was the son
of Frank W, Very, S. B,, member of
American Astronomical Society, noted
Harvard astronomer and New Church-
man. Surely, Dr. Very’s monument in
the cause of acquainting the world with
Swedenborg’s teachings in all fields was
his great work “An Epitome of Sweden-
borg’s Scicence,” (Four Seas Press,
Boston, '27).

Hiram Nrooman

VroomanN, — The Reverend Hiram
Vrooman, dean of the New Church
clergy, passed away quietly at Panama
City, Fla., February 2+ following a long
illness. Services were held for him
there, with cremation following. After
the family returned home to Chicago a
New Church memorial service was held
in tribute to this great stalwart of Con-
vention. He passed away on almost
exactly the sixtieth anniversary of his
ordination Feb. 22, 1894, when candi-
date-elect of the Baltimore Society.
The General Pastor, the Rev. Dr.
Frank Sewall, had officiated. Mr. Vroo-
man had a long and varied carcer in
the church and in secular pursuits. Lec-
turer, operator of an extensive farm
near Bloomington, Ill., for his brother,
a former assistant Secretary of Agricul-
ture, he had also served the Sheriden
Road parish of the Chicage Society
'31-'36, and in Toronto, '36-'40. When
known as the Boston Highlands Society,
he served at Roxbury several vears.
He was one of the founders of the Swe-
denborg Philosophical Centre in Chi-
cago and its president '45-'53, Well
known as a New Church author, among
much other writing he produced “Swe-
denborg the Theologian,” “Armaged-
don,” “Divinity of Jesus Scientifically
Explained,” “Religion Rationalized.”

L

WarLker, — Mrs. Alice Walker, 71,
Berkeley, Calif., entered the higher life
February 12 following a fall in her
home some weeks previously. Until the
Society’s removal to El Cerrito she was
long a communicant in her former home
city. Her resurrection service was con-
ducted by the Rev. Owen T. Turley.

1954 Convention Is In New York
June 13-20

MARCH 20, 1954

Have You
Tried This?

San Diego publishes with its monthly
parish paper the customary events
chart, but in addition a unique diagram
with main divisions of *“Worship,”
“Education,” “Fellowship,” which in
turn is scctionalized into the programs
for the month of “Senior Adults,”
“Young Adults,” “Youth,” “Children.”
A Transportation Committee is consid-
ered an important branch of church
service at San Diego, especially for
bringing to worship and other meetings
clderly, isolated persons.

President At. St. Louis

President Blackmer made a midwest
series of visits the past week, preaching
at St. Louis March 7 and then going
on to Cincinnati, where he gave a talk
the day following, arriving at the north-
side parish in Chicago, Tuesday. He
oceupied the pulpit of the Brooklyn
church 14th,

Leslie Hotson In England

Prof. Leslie Hotson, member of a
well known New Church family, is in
London where he is continning his re-
search on Shakespeare and related sub-
jects, at the British Museum. The
February Atlantic Monthly reprinted
his “Shakespeare’s Arena” from the
Sewanee Review.

Lenten Talks

The Bath, Me., Society has been
holding a series of Sunday evening
Lenten talks on the principal teachings
of the Church.
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