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This, the third of a series pic-
turing the entrances of some of
our houses of worship, displays
well the frontage of the Boston
church, on Bowdoin Strect, just
across from Massachusetts’ mag-
nificent state house. The building
was completed in 1815, costing
$60,000.00. It was dedicated dur-
ing the 27th annual Convention
by its pastor the Rev. Thomas

~Worcester, who then was presi-

dent of Convention. The church
was designed by the English arch-
itect, Diaper, the building com-
mittee including such well known
New Churchmen of yore as Caleb
and Sampson Reed, the latter hav-
ing introduced Emerson to Swe-
denborg’s teachings. The audi-
torium was constructed to seat
1,000 persons, including the still
existent galleries. The rather un-
usual character of the present
frontage, which then expands to
large proportions behind, includ-
ing an extensive vestry, is due to
the fact the hill on which it was
built more than a century ago was
cut down so that the original posi-
tion of the doors was a story
higher.




THE CHALLANGE OF LENT; A NEW CONTACT
WITH SOURCE OF DYNAMIC, SPIRITUAL POWER

by Immanuel Tafel

If any man will come after me, let him deny him-
sclf, and take up his cross and follow me.
—MarrHEWw 16:24.

HIS Scripture passage contains the challenge

of Lent. The Gospel of Luke also records
these words of the Lord, though there they read,
“Let him deny himself daily,” which only serves to
add emphasis to the challenge. It isn’t that we
neglect to face it during the year, but the Lenten
season, with all the great dramatic events associated
with it, serves to arouse in us a new determination
to become disciples of Jesus, and to recognize that
we have been neglecting the discipline which is a
test of discipleship. :

But we sct out to accomplish all that during the
Lenten season. We have before us a mere forty
week days, plus six Sundays. Lent, as you know
starts with Ash Wednesday, which begins this period
of special devotion and consecration.

From early times the Lenten scason has been a
period preparatory to the celebration of Easter.
The Christian church throughout the whole world
consccrates this peried to the quickening of the
spiritual life, and to the renewal of loyalty among
its members.

Many people give themsclves to special acts of
self-deninl, prayer and meditation and find rich bless-
ings in so doing. Representing, as Lent does, the
final tragic wecks of our Lord’s life on earth, it has
a significant appeal, and Christian pcople generally
feel drawn to make use of the special means of grace
for the growth of their souls as is offered by the
Church.

While this season traditionally has been inter-
preted as being one of sclf-denial, the New Church
has never established this as a practice. Perhaps it is
a source of weakness that we place less and less em-
phasis on these outward acts and observances so
beneficial to the spiritual growth of the soul. The
Church does, however, recognize that some ‘people
do gain a spiritual turn of mind in this way, and
so does not discourage the practice.

So, if we do practical self-denial in the outward
Christian way, we should not call attention to our
rightcousness in so doing, for this but serves to
nullify any benefit we might derive. We should, on
the contrary, elevate our minds at least one step
higher, as it were, and recognize that the basic ap-
petites we are trying to bring under ‘control are not
all physical; that our greatest indulgences are the
decper and more eternally harmful ones ; the habitual
or instinctive eye on good appearances instead of
the good reaction we know we should experience.

Whether or not we abstain in Lent from say some
appealing food we should be sure that we are at the
same time giving up something which interferes with
our being the kind of person we can become with

the Lord’s help.

We are told by Swedenborg, that the Cross rep-
resents temptation, and that if we are to follow Jesus
we must, in temptation, resist or subordinate, the
appeal of self-love, which is the dominating factor
in all opposition to Him. ,

We are to take up our cross by crucifying the
lusts of the flesh by denying them power to lead us
astray. This duty of taking up our cross involves
the responsibility of bearing it until victory is
achieved, for one can readily see the uscless result
otherwise. “For- whoever would save his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will
find it.” -

Love is life. The things we love to do, the things
we set our heart upon, these make us what we are,
The life of the natural man or natural mind, is the
sclf-interest and love of things of this world, while
the life of the spiritual mind or man is love to the
Lord and to one’s neighbor.

It is not, therefore, the same life that we save and
lose, or lose and find. If we want to continue our
worldly life of self-interest, it is axiomatic that we
will lose, or close our minds to that kind of living
which devotes a greater amount of attention to the
T.ord and the neighbor than to ourselves. We are
here to make the choice, and we will be the result
of that choice. The Lord, however, wants us to
be free to choose what we will, but alse wants
us to realize what we are losing on the one hand
and gaining on the other. ,

And this conflict is all represented by the cross
we are called upon to carry. The cross means and
assures conflict. There are two forces struggling
within us for mastery of our lives. This combat
begins just as soon as we make our decision to follow
the Lord Jesus. We enlist in a battle of interests
which continues beyond the grave. We begin to
acknowledge and make prominent certain values of
life which were always present, but which we did
not notice before because other things seemed more
important.

We look about us at the world of life, things and
activity. Everything seems so vital and meaningful
that it is difficult for us mentally to visualize a life
so superior to this that Jesus holds it out as a prize
for which we are to contend.

The Tenten season . . . and Jesus . . . and the
cross . . . give us an intimate picture of the personal
factor involved in the great struggle between good
and evil. God came into the world as Jesus Christ
to show us that- religion is a personal thing, an
achievement won at a personal cost. Tt is not just
a mythical scale of values to be talked about. In
His own life He demonstrated this personal struggle.
He assumed or took on a human nature,—a human
mind as well as a physical body, and this whole
physical organism was called Jesus Christ.

Included was a natural willfulness and reasoning

8



84

mind which was distinct and separate from the divine

soul within. It was in this that He could be and
was tempted by all the misdirected loves and selfish
efforts of humanity. These evils were appealing to
His human nature, just as they are to ours. But
it was this life which Jesus had to lay down in order
to take up or assume the divine life.

As the Lord overcame temptations His human
nature was changed and supplanted by the divine
qualities of the life he was taking up. During this
struggle He presented men with a divine pattern of
life which the darkness of evil had obscured. He
showed inner values which must be sought after and
cmbodied in day by day living. He called this per-
fecting process his glorification—being glorified with
God’s own self-glorifying the outer reaches of life
with God’s own presence. And He called His disciples
to a similar development. “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself (daily) and take up
his cross and follow me.”

_Our following is, of course, on a lower scale and
is referred to as our regeneration, being regenerated
by the new life we are taking up. That which is
within us which is good and true and pure, is not
God, it is from God, and is reflected in the various
characteristics and emotional phases which make
up our inner spiritual and celestial life. It is this
wealth of inner value which we must bring out and
activate on the conduct level of life. It is these
inner values which must gradually sublimate and
replace the lustfulness of our natures.

Life takes on new meaning, and we are- endowed
with additional strength as we take up our cross
and follow Him, remembering that no one’s cross
is bigger or heavier than he can carry, with the
Lord’s help. Thus, struggle becomes the divinely
appointed gateway to the more abundant life. Be-
yond the cross lies eternal life in the hcavcnly home.

“If any man will come after me”—we are here
today because we do not want to follow Him: “Let
him deny himself”—and right here so many of us
cease- being Christians. We are willing to follow
Jesus provided we do not have to deprive ourselves
of anything we imagine to be ours by some inalien-
able right, and which we habitually think of as
being so much a part of us that we rationalize its
presence, Jesus says it has to go, even though it is
such a struggle that we seem to lose our life in
getting rid of it.

You know all these things: grasping selfishness;
unreasoning anger which spiritually blinds us; that
feeling that if we admit we are wrong, or that the
fault is ours, will cause us to lose stature in other
people’s eyes; the habit of having our own way
which soon results in almost an inability to get along
with even those nearest and dearest to us—this is
the life we must give up. We have to change the
point of emphasis “And take up his cross and follow
me.” Here is the logical development of what the
other phrases mean,—the cross of temptation by
which, if we persevere, we are reborn, born into the
kingdom of God, made according to the spiritual
pattern of life.

This changed point of view, this being made into
a different kind of being than ‘before, this, I be-

- ogist.

lieve, is best described, in a secular way, in the book
“Human Destiny,” by Dr. Lacomte du Nouy, biol-
Although the book and our reading of it
are both several years old, we still recall certain
passages which may be considered illustrative of the
rebirth of which gospel speaks. There is much we
would disagree with, but let us view du Nuoy’s work
as merely illustrating the change of emphasis:

“For a thousand million years,” he writes, ‘“until
man began to think, life was governed by one basic
motive of survival. Then certain human beings
appeared who were ruled by a new motive, by an
idea of right and wrong for the sake of which chey
were willing to lose their lives.”

Dr. du Nuoy then asserts, it was as if the voice of
some final power spoke to the human soul saying:

“So far you have been concerned only with living
and breeding. You could kill, you could steal food
and mates, and go to sleep peacefully, having obeyed
your instincts. But from this day on, you shall
combat these instincts. You shall not kill! You
shall not steal! You shall not covet! And you shall
sleep peacefully only if you have mastered yourself.
You shall be ready to suffer and to give your life
rather than to abandon your ideals. No longer are
your principal aims to live and to eat. For noble
aims you will endure hunger and death. And you
must be noble, for that is the will of the new being
who has risen in you. You must accept him as
your master even though he curbs your desires.”

Shifting the point of emphasis away from our-
sclves, drawing a circle of life-interests which include
the person next to you and the Lord—that is the
challenge of life and of Lent. Here we face the
issue as Christian New Churchmen. To whom much
is given, much is expected, and we scem to be giving
so little! There are possibilities for us which can-
not be measured by the mere acceptance of truth,
but with what we do with that truth.

Truth always points the way to the cross, and
s0 few are willing to follow that way. The cross
is involved in any acceptance of religious truth be-
cause only where there is truth can there be tempta-
tion. Only when we learn about and accept religion
can we be tempted to deny it. Only after we have
received the Lord Jesus Christ into our lives as Lord
and Master can we be tempted to crucify Him, by
denial.

The challenge of Lent is the search for a new ex-
perience of our Lord’s saving presence in life. Let’s
take that same statement and make it personal,—
Lent is the search for a new experience of our
Lord’s saving presence in our personal life. Put
this way, we can begin to derive some benefit from
this holy season. We can, by taking up the cross
and following Him, have as He has promised, a new
contact with the source of dynamic spiritual power.

(Mr. Tafel is pastor of the Kenwood, Chicago,
parish; general pastor of the Illinois Association
and resident director of the Swedenborg Philosoph-
ical Centre.)

Gift Subscriptions — $1.50
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On Being Human
Charles A. Hall, F.R.M.S.

EARLY half a century ago, a young man of
my acquaintance made an attempt to live the
simple life, “far from the madding crowd.” He
occupied an old omnibus on a remote moor, His
removal from urban existence created a sensation
locally, and the crowd he hoped to avoid visited him
in his lonely surroundings. He had little quietude
until the nine days wonder of his behavior subsided.
One day a visitor questioned him: “What kind of
man are you, Dugald? Are you a Christian, an
atheist, a Buddhist—or what might you be? He
replied, “I can’t tell you exactly what I am, but
I know what I’'m trying to be—I’m trying to be
human.”

Yes, “trying to be human”: laboring in that
direction, aspiring to the attainment of an ideal not
yet reached.

How many of us realize that we are not yet fully
human: many, indeed, hardly human at all? What,
actually, is the measure of a man?

Physically, we are equipped with animal bodies
with animal appetites. Mentally, we have intellect,
with power to put two and two together, to invent.
We are makers of tools. From simple tool-making
we have advanced to engineering exploits that are
marvelous, and to devising weapons of destruction
that are terrible.

Nnturally, we are egocentric, we love to dominate,
to add coin to coin and field to ficld. Throughout
the centuries we have engaged in war. So-called
human history is not a pretty picture, although
here and there it shows redeeming features. If, in
the words of Tennyson, nature be “Red in tooth
and claw with ravin,” we have out-animaled all other
animals in that regard.

Ordinarily, we are just clever animals, too often
diabolically clever. Yet we have that in us which
distinguishes us from the lower animals—we have
the potency to become human. As yet, we are not
men, but animals in the process of becoming human.
My young friend mentioned at the outset of these
notes realized just that,

“And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness.” Cynics have suggested that if
man is the image of God, then God is not worth
much respect. But those same cynics have never
understood that the making of man is a continuing,
cternal process of regeneration, starting with the
poor creatures that we are and issuing in a trans-
formed being whose character mirrors the loveliness
of God seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

The Genesis reference is not to the physical crea-
tion of man, but to the spiritual development of a
being already in existence. By divine grace, and
with my own cooperation, I am gradually being
made into the image and likeness of God. The mak-
ing is achicved when the human will reflects the
divine will, the human intellect is in harmony with
the Divine Wisdom, and human living is the expres-
sion of divine beneficence.

It should be understood that when it is said, “Let

us make man,” the word “us” is not used as “us”

or “our” in the parlance of an earthly monarch.
It refers to all the personalities and agencies which
combine to effect that great issue. In the “us” we
may include all regenerative processes, all heavenly
beings, all churches, schools and teachers, all ex-
periences—indeed, everything which nearly or re-
motely can contribute to the process in hand. Mark
you, it means that we are all enjoined to help.

To the discerning spirit it becomes apparent that
the “Divine event to which the whole creation moves”
is man, the spiritual image and likeness of God. I
quote Gerald Massey:

God hath been gradually forming Man

In His own image since the world began,
And is forever working on the soul,

Like sculptor on his statue, till the whole
Expression of the upward life be wrought
Into some semblance of the Eternal Thought.

Man, who by regeneration shall become a denizen
of the angelic heaven formed by divine mercy from
the human race, is the great purpose of creation.
This never to be forgotten fact is so easily over-
looked. Even those closely and unselfishly associ-
ated with our New Church organizations may, in
eagerness for the welfare and aggrandizement of the
institution, lose sight of the great purpose for which
it exists. )

The organization is not an end in itself, but a
means towards an end, which is the regeneration of
man; humbly and earnestly to co-operate with the
Lord in His gracious work is our privilege and
responsibility.

Our aim should be Big Men, not little sccretaries.
So many sects are, as the prophet puts it, beds
too short for men to stretch themselves in, and it
is no wonder that men and women of larger growth
ignore them. Too many ecclesiastics assume it to
be their duty to mould men and women into their
own likeness, to imprison them within the confines
of their personal creeds and prejudices. Loyalty
to sect is put before loyalty to truth:

How pitiful are little folk—
They seem so very small;

They look at stars and think
They are denominational.

Denominations have their uses and come under
the governance of the Divine Providence, but the
great matter is not becoming a Roman Catholic, an
Episcopalian, a Methodist, a Baptist, a Swedenborg-
ian—even a Christian. Let all subserve the Lord’s
supreme aim, the making of man into His image and
likeness.

Is it possible for any of us, so little advanced in
the way of regeneration, to find words with which
to picture the man or woman whose character is the
mirror of the Lord? Swedenborg, as cver, helps
us. He says, “The Lord alone is Man, and others
are so far men as they received good and truth from
Him, thus so far as they love the truth and live
according to it.” (Apocalypse Explained 280.)

There, indeed, is a definition of manhood: it is
simple and pomted but its implications are deep
and far-reaching. For instance, it involves acknowl-
edgment of the Lord as the origin of all good
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and truth contributing to the making of man.
Such acknowledgment is more than assent to a
creedal formula: it is the realization of Him in life,
in day-to-day experiences, in weal or woe, in sorrow
or delight. ‘

He is with us in whatever happens, “Nearer to
us than breathing, closer than hands and feet,” and
the man who is really human sees in all experiences
the divine over-rule, the gracious ministration of
His love and wisdom. I feel He teaches us more
through sorrow than by means of pleasure, and it
is in_the discipline of life we may find confirmation
of what we learn from Holy Writ.

Man, the image and likeness of God, knows his
Lord, realizes His providence, hears His Word with
an inner ear, has vision of Him by inward sight. He
thanks Him not only for happy hours, but also for
testing experiences. He knows in the very marrow
of his being that “All things work together for good
to them that love God.” He is not be-devilled by
haunting fears and carking cares. He is humble,
but of such spiritual poise that he is unruffled in the
midst of strife, and of such dignity as to amaze
others of lesser growth.

The man after the Lord’s own mind, he who is
really human, loves the Lord and what is of Him
in mankind. Without self-consciousness, he serves
God and ncighbor with the fullness of his being,
without thought of reward here or hereafter, know-
ing that all that is essential for his life on earth and
beyond is added unto him who seeks first the King-
dom (the rule) of God in his life.

Criticism does not affect him: his response to
injury is at once to seek the eternal welfare of the
evil-doer. He has a soul above those domestic quar-
rels which ultimately emerge in major wars. How
can we expect wars between nations to cease whilst
we indulge evil tempers, love of dominating and self-
ishness in our own homes? Our home is a world in
miniature. One repeats, with sympathy, the prayer
of J. G. Holland:

God give us men! A time like this demands

Great hearts, strong minds, true faith, and
willing hands!

Men whom the lust of office does not kill:

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy:

Men who possess opinions and a will;

Men who have honor, men who will not lie.

For, while the rabble with their thumb-worn
creeds,

Their large professions and their little deeds

Wrangle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice
sleeps.

It has been said that the making of man is a con-
tinuing process. This needs emphasis. It goes on
through time and eternity, advancing from lesser to
higher perfection, with no finality. Always there
are new heights to surmount, and light beyond the
horizon beckons to fresh attainment,

(An ordaining pastor of the British Conference,
retired from the active ministry, Mr. Hall now re-
sides quietly mnear rural Storrington, Sussex. For-

_mally Editor of the New Church Herald, he is the
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author of several popular nature books.)

Proposed Amendments for Action at
1954 Convention in June

The Constitution and By-Laws of Convention pro-
vide for a three months’ advance notice of the substance
of an amendment to be proposed for action at a given
Convention, In accordance with this provision, the fol-
lowing information is presented at this time concerning
actions of amendment recommended by the mid-winter
meeting of the General Council.

(1) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article II, section
8 of the Constitution, which will provide that the
secretary for the time being of the Council of
Ministers shall be an added ez-officio. member of
the General Council, but without vete.

{2) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article V, section
3 of the Constitution, which will provide for the
possibility of ordination, without the lapse of a
year, of a graduate of the four-year course of the
Convention Theological School, which course shall
have included service, under rules prescribed by
the School, in a Society or other recognized body
of the Church.

(As a matter of information, the General Council
recognized the need for further complete revision
of Article V under the guidance of the Council
of Ministers, and is to appoint a committee to
confer with the Executive Committee of the Coun-
cil of Ministers with the object of formulating
such revision.)

(3) The General Council recommends to Convention

for adoption an amendment to Article X of the

- By-Laws, which will provide that, of the four
members to be elected each year to the Board of
Managers of the Theological School, at least
two shall be ministers recognized as such by
Convention,

The foregoing amendments have been duly proposed
in business sessions of the Convention, and referred to
the General Council for its recommendation. A fourth
proposal for an amendment of strictly routine character
was presented to the Council by its secretary, namely,

(4) The General Council approved for presentation

to Convention the proposal to amend Article 111
of the By-Laws by re-arranging the items therein
and adding thereto the numes of Boards and Com-
mittees of Convention recently constituted and
not at present listed.
Honrace B. BrackMer,
Recording Secretary.

Our Prayer

Lorp Gob, We pray to Thee; —
May we attain to Christian liberty,

May all the human race return to Ged,
And righteousness, and peace,
Our Father, GOD; —

We who are born again, —

“— Pray Thee — now — extend —

Thy strong right arm — and hand,
And keep Thy children — free, —
Till Jesus Christ is King,
Throughout the Earth, —
And we are safe with Him,
In truth. Amen.

Hanrny L. ABeL



Worshipping In
Spirit and Truth

Wourp LIKE To go to church in the
Philippines? This writer attends wor-
ship there every week and knows well
that our New Church brethren in
Manila will love to have you worship
with them in spirit and in truth.

For over thirty-four years they have
been carrying on their worship of the
Lord Jesus Christ as the God of the
whole world, the One true Lord and
Saviour.

The Rev. Ildefonso Agulo, ably as-
sisted by bis wife, was the first min-
ister and active worker and missionary
in the Islands when the Rev. George
Gordon Pulsford was sent out in 1918
by the Convention Board of Missions in
response to a spontancous demand occa-
sioned by numerous Filipinos reading
the widely advertised, inexpensive vol-
umes of “Heaven and Hell,” “Divine
Providence,” “The Four Doctrines’” and
“Divine Love and Wisdom.”

The reasonableness of Swedenborg's
writings made a great appeal to these
newly liberated people and the need for
a missionary to explain them was won-
derfully met by the Reverend Pulsford.

Many of us recall the quick response
to his teaching. The Tambuli, or
T'rumpet, was a paper in which he pub-
lished in parallel columns of English,

Spanish and Tagalog a call to these in-
telligent and friendly people to exam-
ine “the New Church teachings from
heaven.”

Have you heard of the beautiful ban-
ner which hung in the Manila New
Church? The Young People’s. League
of that time helped the Philippines
build this house of worship and it was
always adorned by their banner. It
showed a white city, surrounded with
clouds, coming down from heaven,
painted on a brilliant blue satin back-
ground. This writer has a photograph
of it. Now, after all these intervening
years—years which have included a ter-
rible war—the church remains faithful
to her Lord,

Manila is just on the other side of
the earth, The time difference is twelve
hours. The people there attend church
every Sunday morning at 9 o’clock. At
9 p.m., the Saturday evening before, we
worship with them, using our Book of
Worship. We are together. They say
they are so glad to know this and are
conscious of our presence. They would
love to have others of our faith worship
with them at the same time.

Quoting from Mrs. Aurelia Aquino’s
recent letter: She inquires about our
Christmas and says, “Here we have a
convention for the feast of our Lord's
birthday. It was such a happy affair
and many brethren from our church at-
tended. After the ceremony we all

dined together, just a simple merienda
cena. '

“QOur only regret was that we werc
not able to give gifts to all the small
children of our brethren, so this year,
1954, we plan to raise funds for such
Christmas gifts, and with the help of
the brethren in the States.”

Now, don’t you think it would be a
lovely thing to worship with them?
They would be happy if we did, and if
any of us want to help with a small gift
to buy presents for the children for this
year’s Christmas, that would be a heart-
warming thing to do, too.—SereNa K.
Da~prinee, “Green Pastures,” near
Shepherdstown, W. Va, .

Opera To Be Presented

“Masque of Pandora,” a two-act
opera by Rosalie Balmer Cale, organist
of the St. Louis Society, will be pre-
sented by the Morning Etude Club of
that city March 8, at 8:80 p.m,, at its
club rooms on Westminster Place. Her
opera includes a brilliant dancing en-
semble. It has been given in Los
Angeles, Chicago and other large cities.

On Television Program
The Rev. Robert Loring Young, San
Diego pastor, was guest speaker on the
television program “Let There Be
Light” Jan. 24, and on its radiocast
version Jan. 31, marking the anniver-
sary of Swedenborg’s birth, 1688,

Pre-Lenten Institute

Under the auspices of the Greater
Boston New Church Council an Insti-
tute bearing on the importance of the
Lenten season was held on three suc-
cessive Wednesdays, Feb. 17, 24, March
3, at the Theological School, the leaders
being, the Reverends David P. Johnson,
Kitchener; William R. Woofenden, New
York; Ernest O, Martin, Wilmington.

Scout Troop Sponsors

El Cerrite’s men’s club sponsors of
Scout Troop 96 held a dinner for the
boys and their parents Feb. 9, when the
Scouts conducted a Court of Honor and
Investure Ceremony. John Bohlken
is scoutmaster and William French,
assistant.

Help Wanted!

It will be of considerable assis-
tance to the Sunday School Asso-
ciation if superintendents and
ministers will check the current
Convention Journal for correct-
ness of the listings, in all respects.
Please notify the Association's
president, the Rev. Eric Zacharias,
Pretty Prairie, Kans., within 21
days if possible, of any necessary
changes.

Recollections Of A
Great New Churchman

The passing into the spiritual world
of the Rev. Im Jur Janecek brings to
light several interesting reminiscences
of this great stalwart of the Church in
Czechoslovakia. ‘

One such comes from the Rev. Adolph
L. Goerwitz, of Zurich, general pastor
in Europe, who also gives additional de-
tails concerning Mr. Janecek’s decease.

Mr. Goerwitz was the first New
Churchman to meet the Prague pioneer,
the occasion being a service held in his
home Oct. 19, 1909. They still call
this New Church Day in that country,
and originally painted the date on their
cups and plates.

Also in his recent account, Mr, Goer-
witz goes on to tell how touched he was
to note the reverent silence with which
Mrs. Janecek and husband’s sister
moved about the house while their be-
loved was translating Swedenborg's
writings. They all regarded it as sacred
work, and there was a sphere about the
room as though indeed the angels were
present.

Mr. Janecek was a master of his lan-
guage, Pastor Goerwitz says, and he re-
calls a loeal professor of literature call-
ing on the translator to congratulate
him on his work. His books and pamph-

lets spread to many parts of Europe.
1t is said that he was honored, too, for
his translating of Tolstoi's books into
the vernacular. (Tolstoi was well ac-
quainted with Swedenborg’s writings.—
Ed.)

Suffers Appendectomy
Vincent Bergmann, Detroit Society,
was successfully operated on for appen-
dicitis Feb. 8, having suffered a sudden
attack. He has been recuperating at
the Highland Park General Hospital.

At Fort Bliss
Pvt. Tobisch is in training at Fort
Bliss, Tex., on one of the new radar
controlled, automatic guns. He finds
his duties most interesting,

Korea's New Church Day

Correspondence with Kwangjai
Park, Korean student minister at
present resident near San Fran-
cisco, develops that he is of the
second generation of New Church
people in Korea, and that January
3 is regarded there as “New
Church Day,” as the first meet-
ings in that ancient and brave
country were held on that date in
Wonsan twenty-four years ago.
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EDITORIALS

Slowly, Very Slowly

LOWLY, very slowly, but definitely surely there
is coming into everyday view and even into com-
monplace practice more than one of the truths as
revealed by Swedenborg concerning existence which
hitherto either have been unknown or for the most
part regarded as mere imagination. An interesting
example which illustrates this point is rather sur-
prisingly an advertisement appearing in Business-
week for Feb. 13, inserted by the Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Co., one of whose founders, by the way, was
John Pitcairn, Scottish New Churchman. The an-
nouncement calls attention to its product and tech-
nique “Color Dynamics,” a method whereby the
interiors of factories, engineering shops and business
offices are painted to bring out, and in, the right
mood of the employees at work therein. The fore-
man of the shop pictured in the Pittsburgh firm’s
advertisement speaks warmly of the improved morale
since iron girders and pillars have been treated with
a sea green color, with other markings in bright
yellow together with some crimson stripings.

One has only to read something of the numerous
passages in Swedenborg’s theological works, not to
say his scientific writings concerning colors, to find
how truly the Swedish revelator anticipated not only
the fact of colors affecting man’s disposition, but
that his moods and characteristics are seen in the
world of the mind—or spiritual world if you would—
as colors. Indeed commonly in this physical habitat
of ours we refer to states of mind in terms of color,
whether it is a case of “feeling blue,” “seeing red,”
or of being “yellow.” And particularly on our point
of a new view coming into acceptance in these
matters, it is significant that only the most “old
fashioned” persons now consider it necessary to per-
petuate the belief that black clothes or arm bands
are proper for funerals, not to say red eyes and

noses.

Yes, as more than one famed thinker has said,
Swedenborg was centuries ahead of his day in bring-
ing to view wonders that can only be related in some
degree to promises such as made by Jesus when He
told the disciples “I have many things to say unto
you, but ye cannot bear them now” (Jokn 16:12).
But the significance lies not so much in the Swedish
Aristotle’s prescience, and honor therefor, as it does
in the certainty that the Creator’s great purposes
and man’s true nature, slowly, very slowly, but
definitely surely, are being brought to light.—L. M.

Goodness Basis of Greatness
(Reprinted From “Christian Economics,” Feb. 0.)

“Not until I went to the churches of America and
found the pulpits aflame for righteousness, did I under-
stand the greatness and genius of America, "America is
great because America is good. When America ceases
to be good, America will cease to be great.” — Alexis
de Tocqueville.

EE TOCQUEVILLE uttered the above prophetic
words early in the past century.  Suppose he

came again to our shores, looked at the displays of
literature on our newsstands, observed the cinemas,
watched television, listened to the radio, looked up
the reports on crime, juvenile delinquency, drunken-
ness and divorce, investigated gambling and racket-
eering, visited our slums, listened to our politicians,
and looked into espionage and subversivism in our
institutions. Would he still think America good?

There has been much erosion of American good-
ness and a great falling away from the standards
which formerly prevailed in our country. Neverthe-
less, the foundation in righteousness and freedom
still stands.

We need a wave of repentance, a refilling of our
churches, which seems to be coming, and a renewal
of loyalty to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If this turning is made, we may in confidence claim
the promise of God given to the people of old:

If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from

heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.—(II Chkronicles 7:14)

hueeh Calendar

For the benefit of Altar Guilds not familiar with the
varying colors required in the chancel according to the
church season we have indicated below in the Church
Calendar the color associated with each of our Sundays
or seasons according to the traditions which have come
down from early times and have long been followed by
such churches as the Lutheran and Episcopal. These
communions also use the same color of the season for
the ministers’ stoles. In the New Church, however,
where white vestments and stoles are used by certain of
the clergy, those that are colored have been identified
from a church scene described in the “True Christian
Religion” 188 (cited p. 633 in our former Book of Wor-
ship). From this was adopted the custom of making
the stole indicate the function of the minister. The
present usage for the clergy is by no means generally
accepted but the colors recognized for the New Church
chancel, as adopted by most, are az below until Easter.

_ Altar Cloths
March 7 — First Sunday in Lent Violet
March 14— Second Sunday in Lent “
March 21 — Third Sunday in Lent “
March 28 — Fourth Sunday in Lent .
April 4 — Passion Sunday “
April 11 — Palm Sunday “
April 16 — Good Friday Black
April 18 — Easter Sunday White
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A FAMOUS SURGEON RETIRES

Of interest and concern to New
Churchmen especially in the east, is
news of the retirement as surgeon in
chief, since 1908,
at the Goddard
Hospital, Brock-
ton, Mass., of
Dr. Samuel W.
Goddard, son of
Dr. Henry E.
Goddard, for
nineteen years
minister of the
Brockton Soci-
ety, and himself
an esteemed local
surgeon, founder
of the hospital in 1902, A cousin is the
Rev. Warren Goddard, so long minister
at Elmwood.

From a leading article in the Brock-
ton newspaper, and a featured account
by Columnist Ken Dalton, we learn:

For more than half a century Dr.
“Sam,” as he is familiarly called by
both friends and patients, brought sur-
gical skill and devoted service to the
people of the entire Brockton area. His
patients have been his friends. His en-
deavor to give the ultimate in medical-
surgical service through group practice
and modern hospital facilities and his
philosophy of personahzcd treatment
will be reflected in medieal services for
many years, say associates.

A gentle, soft-spoken man by naturc,
Dr. Sam was credited with instilling
confidence in the men, women and chil-
dren who came to him for surgery, so
that patients went into the operating
room sure in their hearts that this quiet
but friendly doctor, with his skilled
hands and wide surgical knowledge,
would pull them through.

Now he feels it is time to close shop
and though his active practice is over,
Dr. Sam will continue to watch with
personal interest the growth and devel-
opment of the new medical center and
enlarged clinic at Goddard Memorial
Hospital founded by his father in 1902,

In recognition of his more than 50
years of surgical service and advanced
medical philosophy, Dr. Samuel W.
Goddard was elected honorary president
and honorary chief of staff of the God-
dard Hospital at the annual meeting of
the board of directors held at the hos-
pital,” Dr. John S. Chase, president of
the corporation, announced today..

Dr. Goddard has been connected with
the hospital continuously since its incep-
tion in 1902. In that year Dr; Henry
E. Goddard established a one-bed ma-
ternity hospital in his own home in or-
der that he might better supervise and
follow the treatment of his maternity

S. W. Goddard

patients, and to young “Sam” Goddard,
then a junior at Harvard Medical
school, and to his sister, Ruth, fell the
routine - tasks of what would now be
clussified as the non-professional as-
pects of hospital maintenance and
operation, ' -

Upon his graduation from Harvard
Medical school in 1904, Dr. Goddard
continued his professional training as
surgical intern at the Carney Hospital
in South Boston from 1904 to 1906 and
from 1906 to 1908 served as resident
surgeon, ‘At the recently-held banquet
celebrating the’ completion of the new
Carney Hospital, Dr.  Goddard was
honored as having the distinction of
being thé ﬁrst resndent surgeon in
Boston,

When ~lie returned to Brockton in
1908 for his active surgical practice, his
training brought to the people of Brock-
ton the opportunity to benefit from what
were then the most recent advances in
medical and surgical trdining and prac-
tice, and the growing Goddard Hospital
extended its services from maternity
care to maternity and surgical treat-
ment. Dr. Goddard has held the posi-
tion of surgeon in ¢éhief since 1908. -

When the hospital was incorporated
in 1919, he was elected president of the
corporation, which pesition he held until
1948. Along with Dr. Harrison A.
Chase and Dr. Peirce H, Leavitt, Dr.
Goddard developed in those early years
a clinic practice for the people of
Brockton along the lines of the famous
Mayo Clinic.

Dr. Goddard is a life member of the
Anierican College of Surgeons, a char-
ter ‘hember of the American Board of
Surgery, a member of the American
Medical Association, a member of the
New ‘England Surgical Society, a mem-
ber of the Massachusetts Medical So-
ciety, and a life member of the Amerl-
can Hospital Association,

He served as surgeon in chief of the
Brockton Hospital and consulting sur-
geon of the Bridgewater State Hospi-
tal. He is a past president of the
Plymouth District Medical Society, an
honorary member, charter member, and
past president of the Brockton Rotary
Club and served as the first chairman
for the American Cancer Society drive.

He is a member of the University

‘Chub of Brockton, the Harvard Club of

Boston and the Baalis Sanford Masonic
Lodge. He is a director of the Thorny

Lea Golf Club and is a member of the
New Jerusalem Church.

Reverie In The
Valley of Judea.

As I stoob on the bullet-pocked tower
of Ramat Rachel and looked across the
valley of Judea, I found myself un-
consciously reciting the Twenty-third
Pszalm. 'The words came automatically,
for it was among thése rocks that David
led ‘his shcep and shaped the perfect
lyric' of “The Lord Is My Shepherd.”

On my last Sabbath in Israel I visit-
ed my friend, Emanuel, in his kibbutz,
and he led me to the ‘window of his
dining room to point out -the height on
Carmel where Elijah hrad his célebrated
encounter with the priests of Baal.

I have ridden for miles along a road
above which Mount Tubor lifts its sym-
metrical sugar-loaf height, and I have
never failed to picture Deborah 'watch-
ing the valleys from it. Only when the
rains came and Sisera was bogged by
the mud for which he was not prepared,
did she come down from her hill, to put
his armies and himself to the sword.
The- larid lies now as it lay thein, and
its topography explaing her battle bet—

“ter than a hundred books.

Watching porters unloading modern
ships at Jaffa, I have bad the illusion

.that they changed before. my eyes intp
.men of another time clad in other cos-
' tumes unloadmg on, the spot cedars

from Lebinon desngned ‘to be carried to

Jernsalem and built into the Temple.

I have stood on the docks of Jaffa and
mused on the best known of all stories
of the sea, told of a ship that stood out
from " Jaffa with a prophet aboard
named Jonah. I have turned my back
to the sea and looked up at the head-
land on which the city stands, and have
seen Tabitha busy with her needle and
Simon the Tinner welcoming his guests.

One Sabbath day, from Jerusalem I
took  the winding road that leads to the
top of Mount Zion and entered the low
vaulted room in which I stood before
tlie tomb of David, that tumultuous man
of song ahd the sword, who made Zion
Jerusalem’s fortress, but was not al-
lowed to build Jerusalem’s Témple.

Israel is the land of magic evocations.
I have walked its ways marveling at
its'modern vigor, yet in the midst of my
admiration being suddenly nudged by a
vivid memory of ancient things. A new
kibbutz rising in the mud under the
hands of a hundred young men and
women was enfolded by the tower of
Nebi Yeshua—the tomb of Joshua—and
the words came ringing back, “Be
strong and of a good courage.”

As the automobile and the camel
share its highways, so present and past
rub shoulders throughout Israel. One
of my dellghts in that land today is