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Swedenbor gian Sunday School Notesfor the Revised Common L ectionary

Mark 10:2-16 « Lasting Relationships
Prepared by the Rev. Lee Woofenden

Mark 10:2-16 ... ....... Lasting relationships  This brings us back to innocence, which we
Psalm26 .. ... Calling on God in difficult timestalked about two weeks ago. In our lesson today,
Jesus says that we need to become like children in

Overview order to enter the kingdom of God (meaning heaven).

This lesson focuses on family relationships: relation- Why don’t babies hurt anyone? Mostly because

ships between married partners and between adults  they are too small. (There are also angels with them.)
and children. Younger classes can discuss kindness ~ Can kids your age hurt people? Yes, because you are
and unselfishness as the basis for any good and last-  stronger and you know more. When we are babies we
ing relationship. Older classes can deal with specific ~ are innocent mostly because we aren’t old enough to
issues of sexual and marital relationships, bringing  hurt anyone. But now that we are older, we have to

out their spiritual source and nature. learn not towant to hurt anyone, but to always love
each other. This is called “innocence from wisdom,”
Key Points and it is the kind of innocence angels have.
» Marriage is an expression of our deepest longings )
to be united with another person. Basic Correspondences
 Marriage works only if there is mutual respect, marriage = union of thoughts and feelings
equality, and a desire to care for one another. children = innocence from lack of experience

« Our childlike innocence from lack of experience elderly people = innocence from wisdom
should grow into an adult innocence from wisdom.

Thoughts from Swedenborg
Examplefor Teaching Children People who have real marital love constantly want to
Who are the most important people in your life?be one person; but those who do not have marital
(Wait for their answers.) It wouldn’t be much fun if love want to be two people. In essence, marital love
there were no other people to play with and do thingis nothing but two people wanting to be one. That is,
with, and if there were no one to take care of us.  they want two lives to become one life. . ..

God purposely created us to hawtationships People who do not have marital love are just the
with each other. What is a relationship? It is the wappposite—as they well know. They do not grasp
two (or more) people get along with other. We ofterwhat the Lord’s words mean, “they are no longer
think of marriage and boy-girl relationships. Buttwo, but one flesh” (Matt. 19:6), since due to the sep-
there are many other kinds of relationships. Can yoaration of their souls and minds, they always think of
think of some? Our communities are made of manyhemselves as two people. Marital Love #215

relationships. Today's Bible story is about how toWhen partners fight for dominance, it causes cold-

have_relatlonshlps that are frlendly_ and €afing. nessin the marriage. The main goal of marital love is

First, Je_sus talks_a_bout marriage relatlons_hlpsa union of intentions, and the freedom this brings.
o o e § oG or e upper and (conta) ows s g
q out of the marriage. It divides the partners’ inten-

lons, splitting them into sides, and changes the free-

other words, because they didn’'t know or care whaThe innocence of our early stages is the innocence of
love and marriage were all about. babies and children; the innocence of our later stages

Love and marriage are about caring for anotheis the innocence of adults and elderly people who are
person just as much as we care for ourselves. If eithervolved in the goodness of love for the Lord. The
or both partners are self-centered and want to “ruinnocence of babies and children is on a surface lev-
the show,” it will ruin a marriage just as it ruins ourel, and lies in a total lack of experience. But the inno-
friendships if we always tell our friends what to do,cence of elderly people is deeper within, and lies in
and never listen to wh#ttey want to do. wisdom. Arcana Coelestia #9301





